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V E

O F T H E

A b y i R A L S:

INCLUDING A NEW AND ACCURATE

NAVAL HISTORY.

CHAP. XV.

The Naval Hiftory of Great Britain, From the

breaking out of the civil war, to the reftoration of

King Charles II. comprehending an account of all

the ftruggles between the king and his parliament

for the command of the fleet, the revolt of part of

it to the prince of Wales, the Dutch war, the dif-

putes with France, the war with Spain ; and the

memoirs of fuch famous feamen as flourilhed within

this fpace of time.

WHEN the difputes between King Charles I. and his

parliament were rifen to fuch a height, that both

parties thought the fhorteft and moft efFeftual me-

thod of deciding them was to have recourfe to the fword, it

was natural for them to be extremely felicitous about the fleet,

tor many reafons ; and For this particularly, that whoever was

matter of that, would be confidered as the fupreme power by

Vol. it. A foreijia



i NAVALHISTORY
foreign princes ^. The earl of Northumberland was at this-

time lord high-admiral j the king had given him that commif-

fion, to fatisfy the Houfe of Commons, who had a confidence

in him ; and granted it during pleafure only, becaufe his inten-

tion was to confer that office on his fon the duke of York, as

foon as he became of age**. Sir Robert Manfel was vice-ad-

miral of England j a gentleman very loyal, but withal very in-

iirm and far in years. Sir John Pennington was vice-admiral

of the fleet then in the Downs, and Sir John Mennes was rear-

admiral ; both well affected to his Majefty. The parliament,

however, having formed a project of dirpofieffing the king of,

liis fleet, executed it fuccefsfully ; notwithftanding thefe circum-

frances fo favourable for his Majefty, and though he had the

3fFc£lions of the feamen, whofe wages he had raifed, and for

whom he had always fliewn a very particular regard, and a

very high efleem <^. This v?as one of the moft extraordinary-

things they did, was of the utmoft confequence to their affairs j

and therefore we fliall give a fhort and impartial account of the

fteps they took to accoraplifli it.

In the fpring of the year 1641, the parliament defired, that

is, in effe£t directed, the earl of Northumberland to provide a

Itrong fleet for the nation's fecurity by fea, and appropriated a

proper fund for this fervice. They next defired, that he would

appoint the earl of Warwick admiral of that fleet, on account

of his own indifpofition, which rendered it impoflible for him

to command in perfon '^. The king took this ill, and infifted

on Sir John Pennington's keeping his command ; but the earl

had fo much refpecl to the parhament's recommendation, that

be ordered the fleet to be d'elivered up to the earl of Warwick,

"•i Sir Philip WarwicJt's memoirs, p. 217. Ckrendon's hiftory of the rebel-

lion, vol. ii. p. 477. Coke's deteflion, p. 151. May's hiftory of the parlia-

ment of Eimland, b, ii. p. 49. Sir William D gd:alc's fliort view of the late

troubles in England, p. 91. ti Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion,

vol. ii. p. 4?o. vol. V. p. rjfi. Lord Stafford's Ietteis> vol. i. p. 54, 67.

c See May's hift. of the parliament of Ergland, b. ii. p. 49, 53, 91. Coke's

deteftion, p. 152. Kennet, vol. iii. p. 125. Clarecdop, vol. ii. p. 478,

674, 680. il Whitlocke's memorials, p. 57. Sir VViiiiam Dug-

dale's ftiort view of the late troubles in England; p. 91. May's hiftory of

the parliament, h. ii. p. 49. Clai^endon's hiftory cf the rei-eilicn, rol. ii. p. 44j»

attd



DURING THE CIVIL WAR. 3

and granted him a commiffion to command it, as by his own he
had power to do. This was one great point gained. The par-

liament then would have made Captain Cartwright comptroller

of the navy, vice-admiral in the room of Sir John Pennin'iton;

but he refuling to undertake this fervice without the king's per-

miflion, his Majelly was pleafed to flgnify his pleafure, that he
ihould dechne it ; which he did, and the parUament thereupon

appointed on Batten vice-admiral, who vvas remarkably difaffed-

ed towards the king ; and their orders being complied with, the

fleet in the fpring 1642, fell into their hands, though the king

was perfuaded in his own mind, that he could at anytime reco-

ver ir, which was the true realbn of his not removing at thaf

time, as he afterwards did, the earl of Northumberland from

his high office ^.

It was not long before he had good reafon to change his opi-

nion ; for the queen fending his Majcily a fmall fupply from

Holland in the Providence, the only fhip the king had left,

the fliips from the Downs chaced the veflel into the Humber,
and there forced the captain to run her afhore. Upon this the

king refolved to attempt feizing the fleet 4 a;ad the defign, had

it been executed as well as it was laid, might very probably have

taken efFecl ; but through the mifmanagement of Sir John Pen-

nington it mifcarried, and ferved only to defeat the king's hopes

for the future, by affording the earl of Warwick an opportunity

of removing ail the king's friends, which he had long wanted,

and now made the utmoft ufe of it poffible *".

The parliament, as they had difcovered great care and induf-

try in fecuring, fo they fhewed no lefs wifdom in the condu(fl:

of the fleet, which they always kept in good order and wcU

paid. In 1643 Vice-admiral batten having intelligence, that the

queen intended to go by fea from Holland into the north of

England, he did his utmoft to intercept her, though on board a

Dutch man of war. This proving inefi:eclual,he chaced the flilp

into Burlington-bay ; and when the queen was landed, having

intelligence that flie lodged in a houfe upon the key, he fired

upon it, i'o that many of the Ihot went through her chamber,

^ Sir Phil'p Warwick's memoirs, p. z 18, Heath's chronicle, p. 31. Claren-

don, vol. ii. p. 480, 482. f Mjy's hi<?oryofthe parliament, book ji. p.

^4, 55. C"larer;con, vol. ii. p. 673. Whitlocke, p. 60.
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4 NAVAL HISTORY
and flie was obliged, though very much indlfpofed, to retire for.

fiielter, or rather for fafety, into the open fields e. This fervicej

vhich was performed in the month of February, was very grate-

ful to the parliament, becaufe it fhewed how much the ofScers

of the fleet at leaft were in their intereft.

It was recommended to his Majefty by thofe who wiflaed very

well to his affairs, during the time the treaty for peace was in

agitation at Oxford in April 1643, to feize the occafion, which

then prefented itfelf, of attaching the earl of Northumberland to

liis fervice by offering to appoint him once more lord high-ad-

miral of England, from a perfuafion that it might be attended

\vith very happy confequences in regard to the king's intereft.

Ivlr. Pierpoint, fays the noble hiftorian, who was of the beft

parts, rather defired than propofed fuch a meafure, and the earl

himfelf protefting in confidence to Secretary Nicholas, that he

defired only to receive fo great an inftance of his Majefty's good-

nefs, that he might be the better enabled to redeliver the fleet

into his Majefty's hands, which the parliament had found means

to get into their pofteflion, and which he doubted would hardly

be effetled by any other expedient, at leaft fo foon. Several

untoward circumftances concurred towards preventing the king's

accepting this propofttion. His Majefty was exceedingly offended

with the earl's former carriage. He had no great opinion of his

power with thofe of his own party, when he had not been able.

to prevail for enlarging the time for the treaty, and apprehended,

he might fuffer in his honour by fuch a concefTion in favour of a,

perfon who had requited the many graces his Majefty had hither-

to beftovved on him fo unworthily. But what determined him,

was, he had promifed the queen, at her departure for Holland,

to receive no perfon into favour or truft, who had difobhged

him, without her privity ; and though that princefs landed in,

England about the time that the treaty began, or rather on the

2 2d of February preceding it, yet (he did not arrive at Oxford

till the 1 3th of July following, the day on which the parhament

ycceived that memorable defeat in the action at Roundway-downj,

and, for want of her prefeuce, this overture, that might have

e Clarendon's biftory, vol. tii. p. 143. Heath's chronicle, p. 41. Davies's

hiilorv of the civil wars, p. 85. Rufliworth nndcr the year 1643. P- iS*-
i.... '

•

'

becix



DURING THE CIVIL WAR. 5

^en of the utmoft importance to the king's caufe, was unhappily

yejefted '.

In the month of September in the fame year they fent their

prders to the earl of Warwick to attempt the relief of Exeter,

which he performed with great zeal, but with indifferent fuccefsi

for failing up the river, which runs by the walls of the town,

ia hopes of conveying fuccour that way into the place, he found

fome works thrown up on the {bore, which hindered him from

difturbing the beliegers fo much as he expected ; and yet lying

there too long with this view, the tide falling, he was forced to

leave three of his fliips behind him, two of which were taken,

and the third burnt in his prefence". He did, however, great

fervice on the coaft of Devonihire, fecured Plymouth and other

places, and, all the time he commanded, kepi the fleet firm to

the parliament '^

So long as the Prefbyterian party were uppermofl, all affairs

relating to the navy went on fmoothly. The earl of Warwick
was intirely devoted to them, and fo were all the officers by him
appointed. Every fummer a ftout fquadron was fitted out to Icrve

as occafion required, and by this means the trade of the nation

was tolerably protedled'. But in the year 1648, when the In-

dependents came by their intrigues to prevail, things took a new
turn, and it was refolved to remove the earl of Warwick from

his command notwithftanding the fervices he had performed, and

to make Colonel Rainlborough admiral ". This gentleman had

been bred a feaman, and was the fon of a commander of diftinc-

,

tion, but had for fome time ferved as an officer in the parliament

army, and was then a colonel of foot. When this news came
to the fleet in the Downs, it put the feamen into great confufion,

^ Life of Edward earl of Clarendon, vol. i. p. 150— 158. See alfo his hiflory

of the rebelii .n, vol. iii. p. r^ij, a^6, app, 191. Rufhworth's colleftiuns under
the year 1643, p. 175. Heath's chronicle, p. 46, 4.7. i Clarendon, vol, ijj.

p. 136. Davies's hiftory of the civil wars, p. 94. May's hiftory of Lhe parlia-

ment, book iii. p. 58, 59. V/hitlocke, p. 71. k Clarendon, vol. iii. p. ^Sl

336. Rufhworth's colieft. Whitlocke, ' Clarendon, vol. v. p. 132. Rulh-
worth's colIe<n:ii>ns, Whitlocke. Heath. Hilloiy of Independency, p. i, ij. .sir

Philip Warwick's memoirs, "^ Clarendon's hiQory, vol. v, p. lii, ijj,

Ruihworth's colleilions under the year 1648, p. 821. Ludlow's mcn-ioirs, vol. i,

p. Z3<5. Heath's chronicle, p. 175. Sir Thomas Herbert's memoirs of the rwr#

laft year.? of the reign of King Charles I. p. Si- Manley's hjftory of the rebel-

lion, p. i8i.

and



6 NAVAL fllSTORY
and their officers, the earl of Warwick and Vice-admiral Batten,

were (o little pleafed with the ufage they had met with, that,

inftead of foftening, they augmented their difcontents, infomuch

that they feized upon Raiiilborough and fuch ofTicers as adhered

to him, fet them on fliore, and refolved to fail over to Holland,

in order to take on hoard the duke of York, whom they called

their admiral, becaufe the king's intention of making him fo was

a thing generally known ".

Though the king was then a prifoner, and his affairs reduced

to a very low ebb, yet, if this revolt of the fleet had been pro-

perly managed, it might have had very happy effe^ls : but, as it

was condu£led, it is fcarce poCTible to conceive how little advau'

tage was drawn from an incident which promifed fo much. It

is true the parliament, upon the firft intimation of the growing

difaffecllon among the feamen, had directed but half the ufual

provifions to be put on board the fleer. This might have been

caHIy remedied, -conddering that Kent was in arms for the king,

and many of its inhabitants went on board the fleet, in order to

do him all the fervice they could ". The great misfortune was,

that this ftrange turn was intirely concerted by the feamen ; fo

that, when they declared for the king, they had very few offi-

cers among them; and, as they were little inclined to ufe the

advice of any who were not of their own profeffion, there was

a good deal of time lofl before they pofitively refolved what to

do, which gave the parliament an opportunity of recovering

themfelves from the confternation into which this unexpected

event had thrown them ; and the firft refclution they took was

a very wife one, viz. the reftoring the earl of Warwick to his

title and command, fending him orders to draw together a fleet

as foon as pofubleP.

^ C'a'-eridon, vol. v. p. i^5, 137. Whitlockc's memor'n!?, p. 308. Dr. Bates's

elfencu* motimm, p. 100 Rh'Tiw rth, p. 115:. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs,

p. ^t6. Sir William Ougdiie's hiftory of the la'e troubles, p. 183. Davies's hif-

tory of the civil wars in England, p. 231. Ruitlrode's memnits p. 168. Sir

J)hn Bowring's memoirs, p. 146. ° Clarerdon's hiftory, v .1. v. p. 135.

Heath's chronicle, p. 176. Davics's hiftcry of the civil wars, p. 43 t. C /kc's

deletion, p. 1S5, P Ludlow's memoirs, vo], i. p. z37. Dugdale's (hort

view of the Lte trou'olcs, p. 184. RulTiworth, p, 1131. under the year 1548.

Whit! eke, p. 3:8. Life of Dr. John Barwick-, p. roi. Bates's clencus motuum,

p. ICi.

This
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This revolted fleet (if we can properly call it fo) which at laft

failed for Calais, conlilied of feventeen good fliips; and for the

prefent the parliament had nothing near the fan:ie force tooppofe

them ^. They left a fliip riding before the place laft mentioned

to receive the prince of Wales, and then proceeded for Holland,

Soon after both the prince and the duke came on board, with

many perfons of quality who were now abroad with them m
exile. Inftead of confidering what fervice the fleet might bell:

be employed in, thofe who were about the princes fell into in-

trigues for obtaining the command, and the contending parties

filling the feamen's heads with very different Ifories, that Ipirit

of loyalty was quickly extinguiflied, which had induced them to

lake this extraordinary ftep^

In the midil of thefe difputes, admiral Batten came in with

the Conftant AVarwick, one of the beft fhips in the parliament

navy, and feveral feamen of note. The prince of Wales, upon

this occafion, took a %'ery wife refolution : he knighted Batten,

and made him rear-admiral, his brother the duke of York ha-

ving before made the Lord Willoughby of Parham, who was

alfo a new convert from the parliament, vice-admiral*. As the

fleet confifted now of about twenty fail, it was judged proper

to enter upon a<Slion, and two fchemes were propofed : the firftr

was, to fail to the Ifle of Wight to refcue the king, which might

certainly have been effected ; the other, to enter the river of

Thames, in order to awe the city of London, by interrupting

their trade ; and to enfeeble the parliament, by hindering their

fupplies of feamen from the outward-bound fliips : which fcheme

was thought the moft practicable, or perhaps the moft profit'

able, and was therefore immediately carried into execution '.

The fuccefs of this enterprize was in the beginning very fa-

vourable j and, on their coming into the mouth of the river,

the prince's fleet took abundance of rich priases, particularly a

fhip laden with cloth bound for Rotterdam, worth forty thou-

fl Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. v. p. 137, 138. Hea^h. Whit-
lockc. Davies's hiftory of the civil wars, p. 231. r Clarendoii's hiilo/y

of the rebellion, vol. V. p. I j3, I -9, Ech;rd. Rapin. * Clarendon,
vol. V. p. 140. Heath, p. }-i6. c Clarendon, vol. v. p. 141. Sir Philip

Wivwick's memoirs, p. 31J. I.ncJow's memuirs, -fui. ':. p, 13^, Manicy's
fa:i?OTy cf the rebellion, p. i*i,

f^r.i



S NAVAL HISTORY
fand pounds. Soon after he entered into a treaty with the city;

which ended at lad in a compofition for his prizes ". The earl

of Warwick in tlie mean while had fitted out a ftrong fleet at

Portfmouth, with which he came into the Downs, and anchor-

ed within fight of the prince. Great endeavours were ufed on

both fides to draw over each others feamen, but to no great

purpofe •, at lail, the prince refolved to engage the enemyj which

he attempted, but was prevented by the fliifting of the wind,

and then, provifions falling (hort, it was judged expedient to

fail for the coaft of Holland, where the fleet arrived fafely j but

thofe who fiiould have commanded them were divided in opi-

nion, and in fuch confufion among themfelves, that no new

courfe could be refolved on "'. The earl of Warwick, who fuf-

pecled what would happen, and knew they could meet with no

fupplies of money to enable them to pay the fleet, followed

them in their retreat, and fent to the ftates of Holland, requi-

ring them to oblige certain Hiips, which had revolted from the

parliament of England, to put to fea.

The ftates were very much embarralTed in forming a refolu-

tion in this critical juncture : they were unwilling to break with

the parliament's admiral ; but, on the other hand, it would have

been a reproach to them to have fufFered the prince of Wales

to be infulted on their coafts, and in their harbours. In the

mean time, the two parties being excited by hatred, as well as

necefTity, to fight, it was difhcult to prevent it: both fides at

firfl flattered themfelves with the hoi)es of a victory, becaufe

both fides were perfuaded the fliips of their antagonifl- would

defcrt and come over to them. The firft flep the ftates took

was, to give orders to the admiralty of Rotterdam to fit out

every fliip they had, with all poffible expedition, and to fall

down the river to prevent the two fleets coming to an engage-

ment. In the mean time, they fent four deputies on board the

two admirals, to beg of them, in the name of the ftates, not

to undertake any thing on their coafts, and in the very fight of

" Clarendon's hiftory, vol. v. p. 156, 157. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 317.

H«ath's chronicle, p, 176. w Clarendon's hiflory, vol. v. p. 159.

Ludlow's memoirs, vol, i. p. Z41. Whitlocke, p. 317. Ru fli worth's colleftions,

under the year 164B, p. ixsf, 1154. Sir Richard Bulftrods's memoirs, p, 171.

Manley's hiftcry of the rebellion, p. 183.

their



DURING THE CIVIL WAR. p

their harbours, which might afFecl the fovereignty of their i e*

public.

The prince of Wales was the mcft tradlable, becaufe his Tail-

ors, being badly paid, deferted •, and even feme of his Ihips and

ofEcers, which had lately left the parliament to go over to him,

had now left him, and took part with their old maflers again.

He had only fourteen ihips remaining, very poorly equipped,

with which he retired under the cannon of Helvoet, to avoid

an engagement or infult, inftead of offering any *.

The earl of Warwick upon this began to talk in a higher

drain, infifting that fuch as were on board this fleet were de-

ferters, and ought to be delivered up to him ; but at laft^, find-

ing that there was little good to be done, he put to fea, and

returned home; after which the fleet was put abfolutely under

the command of Prince Rupert, who determined, as foon as he

had the command, to carry on a piratical war: and thus this

extraordinary accident, which, properly managed, might have

been a means of preferving the king and kingdom, turned to no

advantage to the former, and pi'oved of infinite detriment to

the latter, as it divided their naval force, and rendered precari-

ous the trade of the nation, Thefe tranfa^Slions happened be-

tween the latter end of juiy 1648, and the clofe of the fame

year, about which time Prince Rupert left the Hutch coaft, in

order to repair to Ireland. In this fcherae he fuccecded happily.

* Clarendon's hiftory of the rehellion, vol. v, p. 197. Ludlow's memoirs,

vol. i. p. 141, i4Z. Rufliworth's collcfiions, iinUer the year iiS48, p. 1268, 1174,

1*78, IZ94, i*97> 1307, '319- B<<fnage annaics des provinces unies, torn. i.

p. 139, 140. A pamphlet made its appearance ahout this time at London, jn-

fcnded no doubt to draw the earl of Warwick into fufpicion wiih thofe of his

party, intitied, A Declaration of the earl of Warwick, while that nobleman

was on the coall of Holland with the fleet, intimating a refolution to join the

prince, in cafe the treaty at Newport in the Ifie of Wight did not take effect:

who was fo much offended with the afperfions it contained, that he oppofed it

with a C:iunter-declaration, dated on board the St. George in Helvoet-fluice,

Nov. 1;, 1648, whertin he teftines all imaginable obedierce to the parliament,

his abhorrence of fuch a conduft as inconfifient with his duty and the peace of

the kingdom, and a folemn afTurance of his perfcvering to the hrt in fupport of

tteircaufc; and which, with letters to the fame purport, he iranfmittcd forth-

with to England. Rulhworthj p. 131^.

Vol. II.
:j^ taking
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taking many prizes in his pafiage, and arriving fafcly at laft irj

the port of ICiniale y.

The parliament, however, ha4 now recovered their fovereign-

ty at iea, where they kept fuch ftrong fquadrons continually

cruizing, that it was not thought advifeable for King Charles II.

to venture his perfon on that element, iii order to go to Ireland,

where his prefence was necefiary^. Yet the earl of Warwick,

who had (erved them fo faithfully, and with fuch fuccefs, was

removed froni the command of the fleet, which was put into

the hands of land-officers, fuch as Blake, Deane, and Popham,

who, notwithftanding, behaved well, quickly gained the love

of the failors, and grew in a fliort time very knowing feamen

themfelves^.
"

As for Prince Piupert, he continued cruizing and making pri-

zes throughout the greateft part of the year 1649 ^t while the

war continued hot in Ireland ; but things taking a new turn

there, entirely in the parliament's favour, orders were given by

the parliament to their admirals Blake and Popham, to block up

the prince's fquadron in the port of Kinfale, which they accord-

ingly did, and reduced them to fuch extremities, that his men
began to defert in great numbers; fo that finding his cafe defpe-

rate, the whole kingdom of Ireland in a manner fubdued, aU

hopes of fuccour loll, and very indifferent terms to be hoped

for from the conquerors ; he at lafl took a defperate refolutiorx

of forcing a palTage through the enemy's fleet, which he effe6l-

ed on the twenty-fourth of Otttober, v/ith the lofs, however.

y Clarendon's hiflory of the rebellion, vol. v. p. 201, 205—107. Riidi-

worth's col le<f^ioDs under this year, p. 1361, I3<5i5, 1389, 1418. Whitlocke's

inemorials, p. 349, 361, 374. z Clarendon's hidory of the rebellion,

vjJ. v. p. 313, 314. V/hitlfickc's memoridls, p. 389, 397. Heath's chronicle,'

p. 140. * Whitlocke's memorials, p. 383. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii,

p. 290. The moderate intelligencer, (a paper pubiifhcd in thofe times), N°. 207.

in which i> the afl at large appointing BUke, Popham, and Deane, or any two

«f them, to be admirals, and generals of the fieet at Tea. See their inflrucftions

in Thurloe's itate papers, vol. i. p. 134. b Heath's chronicle, p. 254,'

ajS. \7hitlocke's memorials, p. 391. Davies's hiftory of che civil wars, p.

3.98, The moderate intelligencer, N°. zoj. They complain loudly in this pa-

per of the many prizes duily made by the prince, as well on the coafts of Coru-
«ali as in the Irifh leas.

of
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p{ three fhips, and Co failed away to thecoaft ofFrance^, where
he continued to obftrudl the Englifh tr^de, and to make prize of

fuch fhips as fell in his way, ading entirely on his own head,

and without iailcing or receiving any diredlions from the king.

Prince Rupert, after he had made his efcape, in the manner
we have before related, out of the harbour of Kinfale, refolved

to fail into the Mediterranean
i but with what other view thai^

that of carrying on his trade of privateering, does not appear <J.

When he came upon the coaft of Spain, his fleet fuffered ex-

ceedingly by a florm, which drove five of his fhips into the port

of Carthagena, where they were ill treated by the Spaniards,

who plundered two of the fliips, and compelled many of the

men to enter againft theii* will into their fervice ^. A fleet be-

longing to the parliament, under the command of Blake and

Popham, arrived foon after at St. Andero, and the former of

thofe admirals wrote from thence a letter in ftrong terms to the

king of Spain, deniariding that both fhips and men, in cafe anv

of Prince P«.upert's were in his power, fliould be delivered up,

with threats in cafe they were refufed. To this a very civil an-

fwer was given ; and a ring, worth fifteen hundred pounds, was

fent to the admiral, as a token of the king of Spain's refpeftf

.

« Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vo). v. p, 33S, 339. Bates's elenciii

motuum, part ii. p.. 31. Whiilocke's rnemorials, p. 419. Heath's chronicle,

p. 254. d Ciarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. v. Heath's chro-

nicle, p. 289. Wliitl ;cke's memorials. A brief reh;ion of fome afJairs and

tranfaftions civil and military, boh foreign and d^mertic, (a paper of thofe

times), N°. 10. p. 101, 103. No. 14. p. 151, e Clarendon's hiftory of

the rebellion, vol. v. p. 339. Heath, Whitlocke, and other writers. We are

informed in the Mercurius politicus, (a p^per of thefe times), N°. 3. p. 5-79,

among other particulars regarding Prince Rupert, that ^vhile his highnefs lav in

the road of Toulon, in February 1651, foliciting leave to enter that port with

his fliip the Admiral, in order to procure a mart and other neceffary repairs, ha-

ying been feparaied from his brother in a ftorm near Majorca, after the great do
feat given to his fleet by Blake, the five captains of the vefTels mentioned in the

text arrived th-re, againft whom it feems the prince was fo highly iacenfed, as to

i)ave it in confiderauon to call them to an account at a council of war, fjr their

lives, as well f r their mifcondufl in that bufinefs as for their having left isver.ty

of the mariners behind them, wh) were unwilling to ferve the parliament 5 aud
who befooght them with the utmoft earneflnefs to fuffcr them to at;eBd them to

'Toulonj^profeiTi/ig to ail no mor; than bread aod water on the jojrnej', though the
tfficers had a great fum of money about them.

f CLrendo.i's hiftory of the rebelliij-^, r^l. v. p 339, ^40.

B 2

'

After
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After this, Blake followed Prince Rupert into the river of Lit-

bon, where, in the months of September and Oftober, 1650,

he ruined the Brazil fleet j which induced the Portuguefe to

force Prince Rupert out of their port, whence he failed to Car-

thagena. Blake purfued him thither ; but being obliged, for

trant of provifions, to put to fea, his highnefs efcaped to Mala-

ga, where he took feveral Englifh (hips. One of thefe he drove

aftiore, burnt two more, and forced Prince Rupert himfelf to

make his efcape 2.

His highnefs foon after went to fea again, cruized now on the

Spaniards and Genoefc, as well as the Englifh '', and having

taken feveral rich prizes, failed to the Weft Indies, whither hia

brother, Prince Maurice, with a fmall fq^uadron, was gone be-

fore. In thofe feas they did likewife a great deal of mifchief,

till Prince Maurice, in the Conftant Reformation, was caft

away
'

; and Prince Rupert, finding the few fliips he had left

fo leaky and rotten that they were fcarce able to keep the lea,

was glad to return to France; and arriving in the port of Nantes

in the year 1652, with a man of war, and three or four other

fliips, he was forced to fell them to pay the people's wages ^,

Such was the end of about twenty-five good fhips, well man-

ned, which had deferted the parliament fervice I and the reader

t Wbitlocke's memorials, p. 449, 463, 470, 475, 484, 485. Heath's chro-

nicle, p. 267, 275. Manley's hiftory of the sebellion, p. 233. Bates's elencus

mori^um, part ii. p. 73. Thurloe's ft^te papers, vol. i. Mercurius poliicns, N°,

14. p. 2ii. S-=e two original letters of Sir Henry Vane; one to Cromwell, then

at the head-quarters in Scorland, and the other to Thomas Scott (the regicide)^,

each dated Dec. 28, 1650, with the news of BUkc's having ru'ned Prince Rupert's

fiect, and the great terror this defeat had occafioned in the different courts

of Europe, particularly thofe of Spain and Portugal ; both of whom, in confequence

thereof, diipatched ambsfiador* to England, to acknowledge the power of

the p^r'iameiit ; the former, at his au ience, prefenting the houfc with

a complete narrative cf the lofs the prince fuftained at Cartliagena, in Nicholls'S

colleclion of ftat^-paper', p. 4c, 41. See »lfo Mr, Thomas Chalcner's letter in

the fame ccllcftion. p. 42. ^ Clarendon, vol. v. Heath's chronicle, p.

-93' Whitlocke's mem. •rial';, p. 494, Life of Prince Rupert. i Davies's

hidory of the civit wars, p, 299. Manley'? hiftory of the rebellion, p. 233.

Bates's elencus m>tuum, part ii. p. 74. Whitk'cke's memorials, p. 4.30.

^ Clarendon's hitVry of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 5r3, 515. Heath's chro-

nicle, p. 337, W.'iilijcke's memcriils, p. 552. Thurloc's Date papers, vol. i.

will.
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will eafily judge how great a lofs this was to the nation, more
cfpeciallyas it was Toon after engaged in the Dutch war.

Admiral Blake, on his return to England, was received with

great favour by the parliament, had the thanks of the houfe

given him, and, in conjun6lion with Deane and Popham, had

the fupreme power at fea vefted in him for the year 1651'.

The fitft exploit that his mafters thought of, was the redudlion

of the iflands of Scilly, which were ftill held for the king by

Sir John Grenville. The privateers fitted out from thence did

a great deal of mifchief to trade, and therefore might well have

deferved the parliament's notice ; but there was another incident

which made them uneafy at this junfture, and this was the ar-

rival of a Dutch fquadron there of twelve men of war, com-

manded by admiral Van Tromp ". The pretence of fending

him, was to demand fatisfa£lion of the governor for about

twenty prizes, which in a fliort fpace had been carried into his

ports by his privateers : but the true defign was, to drive a bar-

gain with him, if poflible, for thofe iflands j which might have

had very bad confequences, had it been carried into execution.

Admiral Blake in the Phoenix frigate, in conjundtion with .Sir

George Ayfcue, with a fmall fleet, failed thither in the month

of May, and very quickly performed what they were fent for,

the governor being glad to deliver up his charge upon honour-

able terms, and the admiral as willing to grant all he could rea-

fonably expe£l ".

Blake failed from thence with the fleet to Jerfey, where he

arrived in the month of Odlober, and reduced it by the end of

the year; as he did likewife Cornet-saftle, which was the only

place held out for the king in Guernfey ; and thus fecured the

I Wbitlocke's memoria's, p. 488, 439. The thanks of the parliament, with h

full approbation of their fervices, though fuccefs had not attended Ithem in refptft

to their condufft on the coal of Portugal, bad been likewife tranfmitted to Blake

and Popham, in a letter from the fpeaker, while at fea, <iated Whitehall, July u,
1650. Thurlne's ftate-papers, vol. i. p. 155. "^ Heath's chronicle, p.

2S4, 2S8, iZp, Davies's h ftory of the civil wars, p, 5x6. Manley's hiftory of the

rebel'! -n, p, xs^- Bacej's slencus motuum, part ii. p. 77.

The original articles, a MS. in folio of two Ihects, are ftill prefcrved in the li-

brary of the fcciety for pr pagating the gofpel ia foreiijn part:.

fovereigntj
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fovereignty of the fea, in this part of the world, for the parlia-

ment °.

Sir George Ayfcue, after the redu£lion of Scilly, having

ftrengthened his fleet with fortie fliips, failed into the Weft In-

dies, in order to reduce fiich of the plantations as had declared

for the king. On board his fleet failed colonel Allen, a gentle-

man of Barbadoes, who had been fent by fuch, in that colony

and the Leeward-illands, as were v/ell affl;6led to the parlia-

ment, to demand relief. This fleet arrived in Cariifle-Bay, in

Barbadoes, on the fixteenth of Odlober 165 i, and took four-

feen fail of Dutch fliips that were trading there.

Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, v/hoin we before

mentioned, was governor of the ifland for the king, and fliew-

ed fo good an inclination to defend hinifelf, that it was the fe-

venteenth of December before Admiral Ayfcue thoughr fit to

attempt landing; which at laft: heeffecfled with fomelofs; colonel

Allen, with between thirty and forty men, being killed in the

attempt. After his forces were on fliore, the governor thought

fit to capitulate, and had very fair conditions given him ; for

which it is thought, Admiral Ayfcue was never forgiven by hii

mafters at home p. While he lay at Barbadoes, he fent a few

fhips under captain Dennis to reduce Virginia, which with feme

trouble he eflefled. Sir George likewife fuhdued the Leeward-

iflands; and having thus thoroughly fuliilled his commiflion, he

returned into Europe, where, as we fnall fecj he found the

Dutch war already broke out ''.

The caufes of this war are differently related, according to

the biimours and opinior.s of different writers''; the trutHj

*> Clari-ntlon's Iiiflory of the rsbellion, vol. vi. p, 45?. Whitlocke's memo-

rials, p. 518, 511). Ludlow's memoir?, vol. i. p. 343. Davies's hiftory of.

the civil wars, p. 316. P Whitlocke's mtmorfalf, p. J27, 53'-

tndlow''! metnotrs, vol. i, p. 385. Heath's chronicle, p. 3o<J. Bares's elen-

cus moHium, part ii. p. 78. Manley's hiftory of the rebellion, p. 254.

^ Clareridoii's hiflr. of the rehellion, vol. vi, p. 466, 4^7. Davies's hifl. of

the civil wars, p. 3^7. "Whitlocke's memorials, p. 552, 534, 53*5, S4i.

Thurloe's ftatc papers, vol. i. p. 197. ^ Htath's cHronicIc, 28s,

a 85, 308, 314. Dugdale's fhorf view of the lare troubles, p. 40;, 4-3- I^a-

vie<.'s hid. of the civil wars, chap. 98. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. i. p. 344—345,

388, 389. Sir Philip Warwick's tnemoits, p. 363, 354. Bates's elencus mo-

tiium, part ii. r>. 7S, 16. iVlanlej'i hiO. of the rebellion, p, zjC, xCi. Cokes'5

dcte^ilo'.i, vol. ii. p. ij?.

however,
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liowever, feems to be, that the old commonwealth grew quickly

jealous of the new one, and began to apprehend, that, what-

ever the reft of the world might be, Holland was like to be

^10 gainer by this change of government in England. The par-

liament, on the other fide, was no iefs jealous of its new ac-

quired fovereignty, and expected, therefore, extraordinary

marks of regard from all the powers with which it correfpond-

ed ^ The murder of Dr. Doriflaus, whom they had fent with

3 public character to the flates, incenfed them exceedingly; nor

were they better fatisfied with the reception that St. John and

the reft of their ambalTadors met with; and therefore had little

regard to the expoftulation of the Dutch about their act of

navigation, which was certainly a well- contrived meafure, both

for preferving and for extending the trade of this nation. The
Dutch, on the other hand, were extremely alarmed when they

found the Englifli commonwealth inflft on the favereignty of

the fea, the right cf filhing, and licenlmg to filli, difpofed to

carry the point of faluting by the flag to the utmoft height;

and behaving fo in all refpefts, that tlie ftates were convinced

they would a£l upon King Charles's plan, with this great ad-

vantage of railing money in much larger fums, and yet with far

Iefs trouble thap he did^

It was in the fpring of the year 1652, that things came to

extremities ; but. it was warmly difputed then, and is not fully

fettled at this day, Vv-ho were the aggreJlbrs. Trom the bell

comparifon I have been able to make of facls ftated in all the

authentic accounts on both fides, it feems to mo moft probable

* See the propofals made by Oliver St. John, and Walter Strickland, am«

bafladors for the cornmon wealth to ihe flates-genersl at the Hague, dated the

ioth of May, i6ii. in Thurloe's Hate papers, vol. i, p. 182. Nicholls's ftate

papers, p. jv—42. Letteri of ftate a/id other papers in Milton's profe wotks,

vol. ji. edit, 175 J, 4tt>. t Xhe reader, if he iiiciines to ei ter deep

into the reafot.s on' which the Dutch wjr was grounded, may confult Claren-

dan's hi(L of the rebellion, vyl. vi. p. 457—460. Whitlocke's niemoiiaU,

p. 487, 491, 491,495,495. Thurloe's flate papers, vol. i. p. 187. 195, who
"tyas himfelf fecfetury to the embafly for the parliament. Keith's chronicle,

p. 314. and other writers, on one fide, and Bafnagc annales des provinces unies

tome i. p. lis, iitJ, i»o, zii, 247—153, Le Cicrc hiftoire des provinces

unies, tome ii, liv. xiii. p. 307— 315. Nevlville hiftoire dc Huliande, tome iii.

3. ji— 61. and the lives «f ihe Dutch admirals on the olher.

that
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that it was the Dutch : and this for many reafons ; but parti-

cularly, becaufe they had made fecrctly great preparations for

war, and had adlually one hundred and fifty fliips of force at

fea J whereas the Englifh parliament equipped no more than the

ufual fquadron for guarding the narrow fcas, which was under

the command of Admiral Blake, and confifted of twenty- five

fiiips only ".

The firft blood that was drawn in this quarrel, was occa-

fioned by Commodore Young's firing upon a Dutch man of

war, for the captain's refufing him the honour of the flag.

This was on the 14th of May 1652, and proved very honour-

able for our nation. Commodore Young a6ted with great

caution, and gave the Dutch all the opportunity of avoiding a

difpute they could defire. He fent his boat on board the Dutch-

man, to perfuade him to flrike : but the captain anfwered

plainly and honeftly, that the ftates had threatened to take off

his head if he flruck: and upon this the tight began, in which

the enemy was fo roughly handled, as to be at laft obliged to

ftrike. There were two other fhips of war, and about twelve

merchantmen, none of which interfered ; and, on the other

fide, after the Dutch fhips had taken in their flags. Commo-
dore Young retired without making any prizes. This afi^air

would have been much more the objeft of public notice, if an

engagement of greater confequence had not happened quickly

after «'.

Admiral Van Tromp was at fea with a fleet of upwards of

forty fail, to prote^ (as was given out) the Dutch trade. This

iieet coming into the Downs on the i8th of May, they met

there with a fmall fquadron under the command of Major

Bourne, to whom the admiral fent word, that he was forced

in by ftrefs of weather ; Bourne anfwered roundly, that the

tfuth of this would beft appear by the fliortnefs of his ftay,

and immediately fent advice of it to his admiral. The next day

Van Tromp, with his fleet, bore down upon Blake in Dover

road, and on his coming near him, Blake fired thrice at his flag

;

u Heath's chronicle, p. 314, 315. "' This account I take from

Young's letter to the parliament, date! on board the Prefidenf, Plyrrouth-found,

May 14, iCsi. V/hitlockc'« memorials, p. 533. The pcrfeft politician; or,

» fal; view of thj life and aftipns of Oliver Cromwell, p. 1C7.

upon
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ijpon which the Dutch admiral returned a broadflde. For

near four hours Blake was engaged almofl: alone, but by de-

grees the weather permitted his fleet to come in, and then they

behaved bravely. Towards the clofe of the engagement,

which lafled from four in the afternoon till nine at night,

Bourne joined him with his eight fhips, upon which the enemy

bore away.

In this battle the victory was clearly on the fide of the Eng-

lifli, as the Dutch writers themfelves confefs, there being two

Dutch fliips taken, and one difabled j whereas the Eng'ilh loft

none : and yet the inequality in force was very great ; for the

Dutch fleet confifted at firft of forty-two fliips, and Blake's on-

ly of fifteen ; and even at the end of the fight, he had no

more than twenty-three. The admirals wrote each of them an

account of this affair to their refpe£live mafters, wherein they

plainly contradift each other : but with this difference, that

there is no difproving any one fatl mentioned in Blake's letter

;

whereas there are feveral falfehoods or miftakes at leaft in

Tromp's; fuch as, that Bourne's fquadron confifted of twelve

large fliips, which could not be true. Befides, though he in-

fifts on Blake's being the aggreflTor, yet he owns, that his flag

was out all the time ^. The ftates themfelves were fo fenfible

of their being in the wrong, and at the fame time fo mortified

that their fleet, notwithftanding its fuperiority, had been beat,

that they apologized for it, and fent over another ambaffador,

the Heer Adrian Paauw to proceed on the treaty. But the de-

mands of the parliament were, in their opinion, too high, and

fo all thoughts of peace were difmilTcd on both fides, and the

war was proclaimed in Hoiland on the 8ih of July J'.

The Englifli in the mean time, in virtue of the aft of navi»

gation, and by way of reprifal for the late damages, affronts,

and hoftilities, received from the ftates-general and their fub-

je£ls, took many Dutch fliips. June 11, Blake brought in ele-

ven merchant-fliips with their convoy coming from Nantes.

June 1 2, the Captains Taylor and Peacock, in two Englifh fri-

^ This account is copied from that printed by order of the parliamcRt, with

both admirals letters and oiher papers annexed, 410, 1651. y Ludiow's

memoirs, vol. i, p. 407. Whitlotke's memorials, p. jjJ* Thurloc's tlate pa*

pers, vol. i. p. 107, so8, aio—-Hi,

Vol. II. C g.itep^
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gates, engaged two Dutch men of war, on the coafl: of Flan-

ders, for refufing to flrike; of which one was taken, and the

other ftranded^ : and, on the 13th of the fame month, Blake

took twenty-fix merchant fhips, with their convoys, homeward

bound from France. July 4, vice-admiral Ayfcue, (who, in

his late return from the redu£lion of Barbadoes, had taken ten

merchant fliips, and four men of war), attacked the St. Ubes

lleet of about forty fail, of v/hich near thirty were taken, burnt

or ftranded, and plundered, on the French coaft.

After this, while the ftates with the utmoft diligence were

getting ready a fleet of feventy men of war, under the com-

mand of admiral Van Tromp, Blake, with about fixty, re-

ceived orders to fail to the north to difkurb and diftrefs the

putch fifhery. Sir George Ayfcue (who, fince the defl;ru£lion

of the St. Ubes fleet, had taken five Dutch merchant Ihips)

was left with the remainder of the Englifli fleet, confifiing of

no more than feven men of war in the Downs. While Blake

triumphed in the north, as we fliall fhew in another place,

Tromp with his great fleet came into the mouth of the Thames,

in hopes of either furpriling Ayftue, or infulting the coaft.

Failing of this, he failed northward to Intercept Blake ; but his

lliips being difperfed by a ftorm, he was difappointed in that

fcheme alfo, and loft five or fix frigates, which fell into the

hands of Blake, on his return tov/ards the fouth ^.

The people in Holland were very much diffatisfisd with the

conduct of admiral Van Tromp, v;hich is the cafe in all free

countries, where a commander in chief is unfuccefsful. He
afted upon this occafion like a very wife man, and one who
had a nice fenfe of honour, firfi by juRifying himfelf to the

Kates, and then in laying down his commiflion to gratify the

people. The main obje6lion againft him was his being no great

jeaman ; and this engaged tlie ftates to caft their eyes upon de

Kuyter, the ableft man amongft them in his profeflion. He ac-

cc^ted the command, but accepted it unwillingly ; for he faw

» The psrli.i'ment were To pleared with the fiallant behaviour of the Captains
Tdvlor and Peacock, that they direfted the ip:aker to write them letters ot
ehanks for their Services on thar occafion. *• Eafnage aniiales des pro-
vinces uiiies, vol. i. p. jjs, ;;<?,

that
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that as things then (bod, the Englifli were fuperior ^. The
parliament in the mean time took care to ftrengthen Sir George

Ayfcue's fleet, fo that it increafed to thirty-eight fail 5 of which

,only two were large fliips, and the reft frigates and fire-fliips*

With thefe he put to fea in fearch of the Dutch, took many

rich prizes, and at laft met with de Pvuyter, who, with a fleet

equal to his own, was convoying home between fifty and fixty

merchant-men. This was on the i6thof Auguft 1652, and

as our admiral was cruizing off Plymouth. It was about one

in the afternoon when the fleets came in fight. De Ruyter

took twenty of the merchant fhips into his line of battle, and

was then very ready to engage. The fight began about four,

when the Englifii admiral, with nine others, charged through

the Dutch fleet ; and having thus got the weather-gage, attack-

ed them again very bravely, and fo they continued fighting till

night, which parted them ; the refl of Sir George's fleet ha-

ying very little to do in the a£lion. The rear-admiral Peck loft

his leg, of which he foon died ; and moft of the captains who
did their duty, were wounded, and a fire-fliip v/as lofl. On
the other fide, the Dutch were miferabiy torn, fo that many of

their befi: (hips were fcarce able to keep the fea. Sir George

Ayfcue followed them for fome time the next day, and then

returned into Plymouth-found to refrefh his men, and repair

liis fhips ^.

The Dutch gave a very partial account of this bufinefs, in

which, without queflion, the Englifh had fome, and might have

had much greater advantage, if all their captains had behaved

as they ought. This the parliament very well knew; but by a

refined ftroke of policy, chofe rather to lay the huh on a fin-

gle man, than endanger the obedience of the fleet, by punifhing

fnanyj upon which principle they laid afide that gallant and

able feanian Sir George Ayfcue ; yet foftly, and with a reward

b Clarentlon's hift. of the rehelliin, vol. vi. p. 451. Whitlocke's memo-
rials, p. 538. Ludlow's iTiemoii $, vol. i. p. 419, 410. Davies's hirtory of th*:

civil wars, p. 319. Manley's hid. of the rebellion, p. 1*54. c Whit-
lockc's memorials, p. 541, 5:41. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 2<5j. Bates's

elencus motuum, part iL |>, 175. Coke's dete<flion, vol. ii. p. 15. Le Clerc,

tome ii, p 321. Neuville, tome ili, iiv. x. chap. x. La vie * les aftions mc-
morables dii Sieor Michel de Ruyter, due, chevalier & Tamiral genera! d«s

provinces unies, Amrterdam 1S77, :»mo. partie i. p, 9— is.

Ca of
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of three hundred pounds in money, and a penfion of three

hundred pounds a-year. The true reafon of this was, his

granting fo good terms to the Lord Willoughby, which they,

however, performed very pundlually ^.

The war was not long confined to the coafts of Britain, but

fpread itfelf into almoft every fea; and every wind brought the

news of frefli defl:ru6\ion and Slaughter. About the latter end of

the fame month the Dutch admiral Van Galen, with eleven men

of war, met and attacked the Englifh commodore, Richard Bod-

iey, with three men of war, a fire-fliip, and three or four mer-

chant fhips, homeward-bound from Scanderooh and Smyrna.

The firft day's fight began in the afternoon off the ifland of Elba

on the coaft of Tufcany, and lafted till night with little advan-

tage to either party. The Dutch hiftorians agree, that three of

their men of war being feparated in the night, and afterwards

becalmed, could not come up fo as to have a fliare in the fecond

engagement. On the other fide, the Englifh parted from their

merchant fhips, which, being heavy and richly laden, were or-

dered to make the befl of their way to the neareft harbour.

The next morning the four rcaiaining Englifli being attacked

by the eight Hollanders, the fight was renewed with great fury;

Van Galen began a clofe engagement with the Englifh commo-

dore
J
but being dif^ibled in his rigging, and having received

three lliots under water, and been thrice on fire, he was forced

(as the Dutch hiftorians acknowledge) to leave him. Another

of the enemy's largeft ihips, renewing the attack, was likewife fo

well received that (he loft her main-mafi:: whereupon the Englifli

frigate the Phoenix, taking the opportunity, boarded the difabled

Hollander, but, being too weak, was taken after a fliarp fight

of an hour, wherein moft of her men were either killed or

wounded. In the mean time the Englifh commodore Bodley,

being again boarded by two of the enemy's fliips at once, de-

fended himfelf fo rcfolutely, that (by the confelTion of the Dutch

writers) tliey were both beaten off with a dreadful flaughter of

their men, and the lofs of both their captains: whereupon Bod-

iey, feeing himfelf left by the enemy, (after having loft about a

hundred men, killed and wounded), with his three remaining

J Heath's chronicle, p. 3 1 J.

fllipS,
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fhips, followed the merchant-men to Porto-Longone, leaving the

Hollanders to call: up the account of the honour and profit they

had gained by this encounter. The enemy loft three of their

captains in the fight, whom they afterwards buried at the laft-

mentioned place, where the Englifli and they, being in a neutral

harbour, continued very friendly together for fome time *.

Admiral Blake, who was now in the channel, did infinite da-

mage to the enemy ; and, fome hoftilities having been committed

on thd coaft of Newfoundland by the French, our gallant admi-

ral attacked a ftrong fquadron of their fhips going to the relief

of Dunkirk, took or deftroyed them all, by which means this

important place fell into the hands of the Spaniards f. The

Dutch, feeing their trade thus ruined, and apprehenfive of ftill

Tvorfe confequencesj fitted out another fleet under the command

of de Witte, and fcnt it to join de Ruyter, who was appointed to

bring home a large number of merchantmen. After the junction

of thefe fleets, and the fending the fhips they were to convoy

into Holland, the admirals fhewed a defign of attacking the

Englifii navy, and Blake gave them a fair opportunity of execu-

ting their intention. But, when it came to the point, the Dutch

fleet covered themfelves behind a fand-bank, which, however,

did not hinder Blake from engaging them on the 28th of Sep-

tember.

He divided his fleet into three fquadrons; the firfl commanded

by himfelf, the fecond by vice-admiral Penn, and the third by

« Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 36J. Coke's deteftion, vol. ii. p. 15, iS,

Manley's hiftory of the rebellion, part ii. book ii. p. 166. Bafnage annales des

provinces unies, tome i. p. 163. Ncuviile hiftoirc de Hollande, tome iii. p. 65,

66, Tiiurloe's ftate-papers, vol. i. p. 219. f Clarendon's hiftory of the

retielliorj, vol. vi. p, 463. Heath's chronicle, p. 31?. Davics's hiftory of the ci-

vil wars, p. 329, 330. Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 264.

Memoirs de MontglJt, torn. iii. p, 311, 322. Martiniere hiftoire de Louis XIV,

tome ii. 215. The cniHt d'Eftrades in his memoirs, tome i. in a letter to

Cardinal Mazarine, dated Dunkirk, Feb. j, I6J2, informs his eminence, that

Cromwell h.id -'jde him an offer by one Fitz-Jamts, the clonel of his guards,

to fi.rnilh fifty men of war, to join the king's army with fifteen thoiifand foot,

to psy two millions, us to declare war againll Spain, if they woald furrender

Dunkirk to bin rather than to the Spaniards; which propofal the cardinal appri-

Ved, as appears by his anfwer to the count, dited Poi<f\iers, March i, 1652, and

which, ai; he fays, would have been accepted, if Mr. de Chateauneuf had not

ojjl.ofed it fo ftrciijj'y, as that the queen cculd not be induced to give her confent.

rear-
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rear-admiral Bourne. It was about three when the engagement

began, and the Englifh quickly difcovered their raflinefs in at-

tacking an enemy under fuch difadvantages ; for the Sovereign^

a new iliip, ftruck immediately on tlie (ands, and fo did feveral

others; but, getting off again, the EngH(h fleet flood aloof tili

de Witte came freely from his advantages to a fair engagement^

which was boldly begun by Bourne, and gallantly feconded by

the reft of the fleet. A Dutch man of war, attempting to board

the Sovereign was funk by her fide, and this by the firft dif-

charge flie made. Soon after a Dutch rear-admiral was takeii

bv captain Mildmay, and two other men of war funk, a third

blowing up before the end of the fight. De Witte was then glad

to retire, and was purfued by the Eiiglifii fleet as long as it was

light. The next day they continued the chace, till they were

within twelve leagues of the Dutch fhore, and then feeing the

Dutch fleet entering into the Goree, Blake returned in triumph

to the Downs, and thence into port, having loll: about 300

men, and having as many wounded «. For the reception of the

latter the parliament took care to provide hofpitals near Dover

and Deal, and fent alfo their thanks to the admiral and his offi-

cers *•.

The Dutch writers pretend they loft no fiiips. They admit,

however, that one was taken, but add, this vefiel, beipg after-

wards deferted, was brought fafe into port. De Witte fairly con-

felTed the lofs, and charged it firfl on tlie bad behaviour of no

lefs than twenty of his captains, who withdrew out of the fine

of battle, and next on the flates having bad intelligence, the

Englifli fleet being more numerous, and compofed of fliips of

greater bulk than he expected. Thefe excufes were certainly

true, and yet the people ufed their admirals (o ill, that de Ruy-

ter grew defirous of throwing up his commiffion, and de Witte

fell iick upon it. The Hates, however, behaved with great pru-

dence and courage, repaired and augmented their fleet to eighty

fail in fix weeks time, and then engaged admiral Van Tromp to

take the command of them, though fome fay, that the king of

Denmark drew them into this refolution by promifuig them a

8 Whitlncke's memorials, p. 54?, i;^6. Davic&'s hirtory <^f the civil wars of
Great Britain and Ireland, p. 330. l.iidlo*'s memoir'. Vol. i. p. 426, 417.

Coke's Jjtcaion, vol. ii. p. 1(5. b Hrath's chronicle, p. 317.

powerful



DURING THE CIVIL WAR. 23

powerful fquadron of his fhips, provided Tromp had the com-

mand'.

Tiiis prince had very unadvifedly engaged himfelf in a quarrel

with the parhament by detaining (at the requeft of the Dutch) a

fleet of 20 EngUfh lliips in the harbour of Copenhagen. At firft

he pretended that he did it for their fafety, and therefore com-

modore Ball was fent with a fquadron of eighteen fail to convoy

them home, when his Danilh Majefty declared his refolution to

keep them, and the fear he was under foar the confequences of

this ftrange and inconfiderate ftep, induced him to oiter the

Dutch his affiftance. This fell out happily for them ; for the

Englifli now filled their ports with Dutch prizes, while the peo-

ple of Holland, futtering in fo tender a point, began to lofe all

patience ; which forced the dates to hurry out Tromp with his

Hiips, in order to convoy a fleet of about 300 merchantmen
through the channel".

It being now the beginning of November, Blake, who thought

the feafon of adlion over, had detached twenty of his fhips for

the fecurity of the NewcalUc colliers *, twelve more were fent to

Plymouth, and fifteen were retired into the river, in order to

repair the damage which they had received in a ftorm. Admiral

Tromp having intelligence of this, and that Blake had with him
no more than thirty-leven (hips, and many of thefe but thinly

manned, refolved to attack him in the Downs, not far from the

place where they had fought before'. On the 29th of Novem.-

bcr he prefented himfelf before the Englifh fleet, and Blake, af-

ter holding a council of war, refolved to engage notwithftand-

ing this great inequality : but, the wind rifing, tl^ey were obliged

to defer fighting till next day ; and that night our fleet rode a

little above Dover-road. In the morning both fleets plied wefl:-

ward, Blake having the weather-gage. About eleven the battle

began with great fury; but, very unluckily for the Englifli, half

i Bafnage annaies des provinces unies, tome i. p. z6o, 261. Le Clerc hid.

dei provinces unies, tome tj. p. 313, 324. La vie de Ruyter, partis j, p. i?.

Coke's detet^ion, vol. ii. p. 16. >^ Whitlocke's memorials, p. 545, 545,
Davies's hiltory of the civil wars, p. 330. Bates's elencus motuum, part ii.

p. 174. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. i. p, 419. Manley's hiftory of the rebellion,

p. a(J(5. Bafnage annaies des provinces unics, tome i. p. 189, 190. NsuviUe

hift. de Hollandc, Come iii. p, 68. 1 Heath's chioiiiclc, p. 229, 130.

Ludlow'i memoirs, vol, ii p. 437, 438.

of
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of their fmall fleet could not engage. The Triumph, in which

Blake was in perlbn, the Victory, and the Vanguard, bore al-

nioft the whole ftrefs of the fight, having twenty Dutch men of

war upon them at once ; and yet they fought it out till it was.

dark. Late in the evening the Garland, commanded by captain

Batten, and the Bonaventure, captain Hookfton, clapped Van

Tromp aboard, killed his fecretary and purfer by his fide, and

had certainly taken his fliip, if they had not been boarded

by two Dutch flags, by whom, after their captains were killed,

both thefe fhips were taken. Blake, who faw this with indigna-

tion, puflaed fo far to their relief, that he was very near fliaring

the fame fate, if the Vanguard and Sapphire had not flood by

him with the utmoft refolution, and at lafl brought him off''^.

The Hercules was run afliore in the retreat ; and, if the night

had not flieltered them, moll of the fliips that were engaged

muft have been loft; but they took the advantage of its oblcu-

rity, and retired firft to Dover, and then into the river.

Admiral Tromp continued a day or two in the Downs, failed

from thence towards Calais, took part of the Barbadoes fleet,

and fome other prizes, and then failed to the ifle of Rhe with a

broom at his top-maft head, intimating that he would fweep the

narrow feas of EngliOi fhips". There appears, however, no fuch

reafon for boafting as the Dutch writers fuggeft ; their fleet had

indeed many advantages; yet they bought their fuccefs very dear,

one of their beft fhips being blown up, and two flnps of their

admirals in a manner difabled".

The parliament fiiewed their fteadinefs by carrefling Blake af-

ter his defeat, and naming him, in conjunction with Deane and

Monk, their generals at fea for another year. In order to the

more fpeedy manning the navy, they iflued a proclamation, of-

fering coniiderable rewards to fuch as entered themfelves within

the fpace of forty days ; they alfo raifed the failors pay from

nineteen to twenty-four flaillings a-month : and this had fo good

» Whitlockc's memorials, p. 551. Cnke's dete£lion, vol. ii. p. 16, 17. Da-

Ties's hiftory of the civil wars, p. 330, 331. n Bafnage annales des pro-

vinces unies, tome i. p, 261. Le Clerc hift. des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 314,

315, Neiiville hift. de Hollande, Come iii. p. 69, 70. • Heath's chronicle,

p. 33c. Coke's d£tc6iun, vjl. ii. p. 17. Echard's hidory of England, book iii.

cusp, i, p. '/oi.
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ah efie£l, that in fix weeks time they had a fleet ready to put to

fea of fixty men of war j forty under Blake in the river, and

twenty more at Portfmouch. On the i ith of February both fleets

joined Hear Beachey-head, and thence admiral Blake failed over-

againft Portland, where he lay crofs the channel, in order to

welcome Tromp on his return. This was a kind of furprize on

the Dutch admiral, who did not think it pofTible, after the late

defeat, for the parliament to fit out in fo fhort a fpace a fleet ca-

pable of facing him again. He had between two and three hun-

dred merchant-{hips under convoy, and was therefore much
amazed, when, failing up the channel, he found Blake fo fta-

tioned, that it was impoflible to avoid fighting. Englifli and

Dutch authors vary pretty much as to the ftrength of their re-

fpe«llive fleets ; but, by comparing both the admirals letters, I

apprehend they were nearly equal, each having about feventy

fail P.

The generals Blake and Deane were both on board the

Triumph, and with twelve ftout fhips led their fleet, and fell in

firfl: with the Dutch on the i8th of February, 1653) about eight

in the morning. They were very roughly treated before the reft

of the fleet came up, though gallantly feconded by Lawfon in

the Fairfax, and captain Mildmay in the Vanguard. In the

Triumph Blake was wounded in the thigh with a piece of iron

a ftiot had driven, and the fame piece of iron tore general

Deane's coat and breeches. Captain Ball, who commanded the

fliip, was fliot dead, and fell at Blake's feet ; his fecretary Mr,

Sparrow was likewife killed receiving his orders : he loft be-

fidcs thefe an hundred feamen, and the reft were moft of them

wounded, and his ftiip fo miferably Ihattered, that it had littld

ihare in the two next days fights 'J.

In the Fairfax there were an hundred men killed, and the

fliip wretchedly torn ; the Vanguai'd loft her captain and abun.-

dance of men. The Profperous, a fnip of forty- four guns, was

boarded by de Piuyter, and taken j but, de Ruyter's fhip being

P Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 4(54. Davies's hillory of th«

civil wars» p. 331. Ludlow's memoirs, Vol. ii. p. 439. Coke's detc£lion, voL lu

p. 17. Bafnage annates des provinces unies, tome i. p. apS, app. 1 Heath's

chronicle, p. 335. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 551- Echard, Rapin, and other

hiflofians.
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in that Inftant boarded by an Englifli man of war, captain Ve-

fey in the Merlin frigate entered the Profperous, and retook

her. The Afliftance, vice-admiral of the blue fquadron, was

difabled in the beginning of the fight, and brought off to Porif-

mouth, whither the Advice quickly followed her, being no

longer able to keep the fea. Tromp>who was long engaged with

Blake, loft moft of his officers, and had his Ihip difabled; de

Ruyter loft his main and fore-top-maft, and very narrowly

cfcaped being taken. One Dutch man of war was blown up j

fix more were either funk or taken : the latter had their rigging

fo clotted with blood and brains, that it was impoffible to look

upon them but with horror ^

Friday night was fpent in repairing the damage, and making

the neceffary difpofitions for a fecond engagement. On Saturday

morning the enemy was feen again feven leagues off Weymouth,

whither the Englifli plied, and cam.e up with them in the after-

noon about three leagues to the north-weft of the Ille of Wight.

Tromp had drawn again his fleet together, and ranged it in the

form of an half-moon, inclofing the merchant ftiips within a fe-

micircle, and in that pofture he maintained a retreating fight.

The Englilh m<?de feveral defperate attacks, ftriving to break

through to the merchant fliips: on which occafion de Ruyter's

{hip was again fo roughly treated, that fhe was towed out of the

fleet. At laft the merchant-men, finding they could be no longer

protected, began to fliift for themfelves, throwing part of their

goods overboard for the greater expedition. According to

Blake's own letter, eight men of war and fourteen or fixteen

merchant ftiips were taken, and the fight continued all night '.

On Sunday morning the Dutch wei-e near Bulloign, where the

fight was renewed, but with little effe^l. Tromp had flipped

Hway in the dark with his merchant-men to Calais-fands, where

he anchored that day with forty fail; the wind favouring him,

he thence tided it home, our fleet purfuing but flowly ; for

Blake, though he feared not Dutchmen, yet dreaded their ihaK

low coafts : however, the captains Lawfon, Marten, and Gra-

ver, took each a Dutch man of war; Penn picked up many of

•" Heath's chronicle, p. 357. Bafnage annales dcs provinces unies, vol. i.

p. 300. Le Clerc, tome ii. liv. 13. Nc«ville, tome iii. iiv. x, cb. io» » Da-

vio's hinory of the civil wars, p. 3^1. Coke's dctectioii, vol. ii, p. 17.

thf;ir
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their merchant-men. On the whole, the Dutch had the better the

firft day, loft ground the fecond, and were clearly beaten the

third. They loft eleven men of war, (their own accounts lay

but nine), thirty merchant-men, 1500 men killed, and as many

wounded. As for the Englifli, they loft only the Sampfon,

which captain Button, finding difabled, funk of his own accord j

as to their men, it is certain their lofs was little i«ferior to the

Dutch ^

It is remaj-kable, that in this fight Blake, who had been long

a land-ofRcer, made ufe of a good body of foldiers, and with ali

the fuccefs he could wilh ; yet this is no precedent in any but

fuch a war as this was, fince thefe troops had no time to Ian-

guifli or grow fick, but were engaged almoft as foon as they

were put on board. The people contributed readily and plen-

tifully to the relief of our wounded feamen, and the Dutch on

their fide complimented Tromp on hisconduft, which was cer-

tainly no more than he deferved ".

In the mean time things went but ill in the Streights, where

an Englifli and Dutch fquadron lay together in the road of

Leghorn. An aftion happened there which deferves to be re-

lated, becaufe there appears as much true bravery and maritime

fkill in the Englifli officers who had the misfortune to be beat,

as ever rendered a vi6tory confpicuous; and it ought to be

the bufinefs of an hiftorian, to celebrate merit rather than

fuccefs.

The Englifli fquadron confifted of fix fliips, commanded by

Commodore Appleton, of the burden and force exprefled in the

following lift

:

Men.

180

150

* Heath's chronicle, p. 335. Bafnsge annales (\es provinces unies, tome L
p. 301. La vie de Ruyier, p. i. p. ii— 30. Hollands roerciirius van liet Jaar,

*6S3> P- 44- " Heath's chronicle, p. 33$. The ftates made a prs-

fent of a gold chain to Van Tromp of the value of two thoufand guilders,

Evertfon and de Ruyter were gratified with fifteen hundred g>iilder$ each, and

IcfTer gratuities were bellowed on other officers. Whit!ock«'s memorials, p.

$53.

D 2 Ships,
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Yet they rather chofe to run all hazards, than to deliver up

the ihip. With this refolution they difpatched away advice [to

fommodore Bodley, v/ho lay at the ifland of Elba with two

men of war, a lire-lhip, and the four merchant-fhips which

were in the former engagement with Van Galen ; and it was

agreed between the two commodores, that Bodley with his

fmall fquadron, (though unfit for adtion, partly from the lofs

of men in the late fight, partly on account of the merchant-

fliips under their convoy, which were laden with fifteen

hundred bales of filk, and other valuable goods,) fliould appear

about the time fixed, within fight of Leghorn, in order to

amufe the Dutch, and thereby, if poflible, to draw them from

before the harbour, and fo open a paiTage for Appleton to

efcape. According to this agreement, Bodley, on the 2d of

March 1653, came within fight of the place. On the 3d, he

caufed three or four of his befi: failors to approach the enemy,

who were ftationed before the port : whereupon, their whole

fquadron (as was expedled) flood to fea, and gave them chace.

This Appleton perceiving, took the opportunity to weigh and

come out ; but a little too foon : for the Dutch being aware of

their defign, immediately gave over the chace, and tacking

about, fell upon Appleton's fquadron with nine of their men of

war, while the refl obferved Bodley.

At thefirft encounter, an unfortunate fhot from Van Galen's

fiiip fet fire to the Bonaventure, which blew up, though not

unrevenged ; for at the fame time a fiiot from that Ihip broke

Van Galen's leg, of which hurt he foon after died. In the

mean time, Appleton was attacked by two of the Hollanders

at once, againft whom he maintained a clofe fight of four or

five hours, with fuch refolution, that both the Dutch fhips were

at length io difabled, that they fcarce fired a fhot ; Van Galen

dore as fhoiiici fufficiently mariifed to all the world, they could no lefs brook

the violation of his right, than the infringement of their own authority, which

had been trampled upon in this inftance, contrary to thofe repeated commands

to their chief o(ficers and captains arriving in his ports, which was to carry

themfelves with the mod rerpc<rtfiil obfervance pofiible. And in regard to the

Ihip Phcenix, they promife, after hearing Appleton, and farther conference with

his refident, to pronounce fuch a fentence as (hall be agreeable to juftice an4

equity.

feeing
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feeing the refoliition of the EngUfli commodore, and going

(though defperately wounded) to the afliftancc of his friends,

T7as in great danger by a fire-fliip fent from Bodley's fqua-

dron.

But another fliip coming to the affiftance of the Hollanders

who were engaged with Appleton, they renewed the attack

with greater vigour. Some Dutch writers report, that Apple-

ton finding himfelf opprelTed by fuch unequal numbers, after

having made all pofiible refiftance, ran down, and would have

blown up his {hip; but that, being hindered by his Teamen, he

was obliged to yield. The young Van Tromp attacked the

Sampfon, was beaten off after a defperate fight ; but the Samp-

fon was foon after burnt by a fire-fliip. The Levant-Merchant

being encountered by one of the enemy's (hips, beat her off,

and ftranded her. But being at lall taken, together with the

Pilgrim (which had loft her main and mizen-mafls in the

fight), the Mary, thus left alone, made her efcape, and joined

the neareft Ihips of Bodley's fquadi'on, which put an end to the

engagement ^.

Before we can regularly return to the events of the war

nearer home, it is abfolutely necefiary to take notice of the great

change made in our civil government by Cromwell, who, on

the 20th of April 165;^, entered the Houfe of Commons, and

diflblved the parliament by forced. An a£lion ftupendous in

itfelf, and which feems to have (truck too many of our own and

of foreign hiftorians with want of difcernment.

They attribute to Crom^vell, whatever was done after the

murder of the khig ; and the Dutch hiftorians particularly im-

pute this war to him, and amongft other reafons for his diflbl-

ving the parliament, make this to have been one, that he fuf-

* Heath's chronicle, p. 337. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 551, $53. B^f-

nage an'na'.es des provinces unies, vol. i. p. joi, where this writer tells us, that

the body cf admiral Van Galen was tranfported into Holland, buried at Am-
fterdam, and a magnificent m nument ere(fled to his memory, at the expencc

of the ftates. Y Clarendon's hift, of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 478.

Ludlow's memoirs, voL ii. p. 456. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 55:]. Bates's

elencus motuum, part ii, p. i(>i. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 3(57.

Dugdale's ftiort view of ths troubles, p. 405. Buifirude's memoirs, p.

JP4.

pe<Sl:ed
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pe^ed they were inclined to peace ^
; whereas, in truth, never

two governments were lefs alike, than thofe of the parliament

and the protestor ; the former a6led upon national principles,

the latter from private views. The Dutch war was the parlia-

ment's war, begun upon the old quarrel, which King Charles

would have profecuted, had he been able. It is true, that

Cromwell carried on the war, but it was only till he could make
luch a peace as ferved his turn-, and our noble hiftorian right-

ly obferves, that it was the parliament's perfiitlng in carrying on

this war, that compelled Cromwell to act fooner than he would

have done j from his forefight, that if they once conquered their

foreign enemies, they would not fo eafily be overturned at home
by their own creatures '.

It muft be confeiTed, that the Dutch did not inflantly receive

any great benefit from this fudden revolution ; but then it mull

be confidered, that the chief officers of the fleet concurred in

this meafure. The government of the parliament was a go-

vernment of order and laws, (hov^rever they came by their au-

thority), the government of the general, afterwards protedor,

was entirely military : no wonder, therefore, that both the navy

and the army were pleafed with him^. Some advantage, how-

ever, the enemy certainly reaped from this change in Englilh

affairs ; for Van Tromp conveyed a great fleet of merchant-men

of the north, (for they were now forced to try that rout rather than

the channel) and though our navy followed him to the height

of Aberdeen, yet it was to no purpofe : he efcapcd them both

going and coming back, which gave him an opportunity of

coming into the Downs, making Tome prizes, and battering

Dover-caftle*^. This fcene of triumph lafted but a bare week ^

2 Bafnage annales des provinces unics, vol. i. p. 303. and the fame error

runs through all the Dutch hiftorians. * Ciarendon's hift. vol. vi.

p. 454. where be proves, that Cromwell was never heartily inclined to the

Dutch war, and p. 476. where he Ihews what the caufes were which hafter.ei

Cromwell in the execution of his projs(ft, b Heath's chronicle, p. 359, 340.

Warwick's memoir?, compared with Wbitlocke. Cromwell received the molt

Bdttcring addredes from aLmoft all parts of the united kingdom for difl;)lvlng

ihe parliament : but none appeared more hearty in ihcii congratulations, or

profcd'ed greater fubmifllon, than the oflicers of the army ac«i navy. Davies's

hi(lory of the civil wars, p. 333. = Clarendon's hilt, of the rebellion, vji.

yi, p. 487. Davies's hift. ofthe civil wars, p. 536, W'hi'.ijckc'j memoriab, p.

for
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for Troinp came thither on the 26th of May, and on the laft

of that month he had mtelligence, that Monk and Deane,

who commanded the Enghfn fleet, were approaching'', and

that their whole fleet confifted of ninety-five fail of men of

war, and five fire-Qiips. The Dutch had ninety-eight men of

war, and fix fire-fliips, and both fleets were commanded by

men the moft remarkable for courage and conducl in either na-

tion ; fo that it was generally conceived this battle would prove

decifive.

On the 2d of June in the morning, the Englifli fleet difcover-'

ed the enemy, whom they immediately attacked with great vi-

gour. The aclion began about eleven o'clock, and the firft

broadfide from the enemy carried off the brave admiral Deane,

whofe body was almofi: cut in two by a chain-fiiot. Monk,

with much prefence of mind, covered his body with his cloak ^

:

and here appeared the wifdomof having both admirals on board

the fame fliip ; for as no flag was taken in, the fleet bad no

notice of this accident, but the fight continued with the fame

warmth as if it had not happened. The blue fquadron charged

through the enemy, and rear-admirai Lawfon bid fair for taking

de Ruyter ; and after he was obliged to leave his fliip, funk an-

other of forty-two guns, commanded by captain Buller. The
fight continued very hot till three o'clock, when the Dutch fell

into great confufion, and Tromp faw himfelf obliged to make a

kind of running fight till nine in the evening, when a ftout fliip,

commanded by Cornelius Van Velfen, blew up. This increafcd

the confl:ernation in which they were before •, and though Tromp
ufed every method in his power to oblige the ofiicers to do their

duty, and even fired upon fuch fhips as drew out of the line,

yet it was to no purpofe, but rather ferved to increafe their mis-

fortune. In the night Blake arrived in the Englifli fleet, with

a fquadron of eighteen fliips, and fo had his fliare in the fecond

day's engagement f.

<J Heath's chronicle, p. 344. ^Gumble's life of general Monk,

p. 59. f Clarendon's hiflory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 487. Whit-
locke's memorials, p. 557. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 466. Cok«'s detec-

tion, vnl. ii. p. 34. Davics's hiftorr of the civil wars, p. 337. I have likewifc

confulted Monk's letter, printed in the proceedings of the parliament called by

the authority of general Cromwell in 1653, P- i7- Thurloc's flate papers, vol. i.

p. 269.

Tromp
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• Tromp did all that was confiftent with his honour to avoid

fighting the next day ; but he would not do more, fo that the

Englifh fleet came up with them again by eight in the morning,

and engaged with the utmoft fury : the battle continued very

hot for about four hours, and vice-admiral Penn boarded Tromp
twice, and had taken him, if he had npt been feafonabiy relie-

ved by de Witte and de Ruyter. At laft the Dutch fell again

into confufion, which was lb great, that a plain flight quickly

followed ; and, inftead of trufting to their arms, they fought

flaelter on the flat coaft of Newport, from whence, with diffi-

culty enough, ihey efcaped to Zealand. Our writers agree,

that the Dutch had fix of their beft fhips funk, two blown up,

and eleven taken ; fix of their principal captains were made pri-

ibners, and upwards of fifteen hundred men. Among the fliips

before mentioned one was a vice, and two were rear-admirals 2.

The Dutch hiftorians, indeed, confefs the lofs but of eight men of

war. On our fide, admiral Deane and one captain were all the

perfons of note killed: of private men there were but few, and

not a fhip was miffing ; fo that a more fignal vicSlory could fcarce

be obtained, or indeed delired. Befidcs, the enemy's fliips were

now blocked up in their ports j and the fight of a foreign ileet

now at their doors had this farther bad confequence, that it ex-

cited domeftic tumults. We need not vponder, then, that the

Dutch, whilfl: in fuch circumflances, fent ambafladors into Eng-

land to hegociate a peace almofl on any terms ^. Thefe Crom-

% Heath's chronicle, p. 34$. Sir Phiiip Warwick's memoirs, p. 3C6. Man-
ley's hiftory of the rebellion, p. z(57. Bates's elencus motmim, part ii. Giim-

ble'i life of Monk, p. 60, 61. See Van Tromp's letter to the Rates in Thur-

lie's ftate papers, vol. i. p. 270. See the letters fent by the ftates to their mi-

rlifters at foreign courts, dated Hague, June 15, ifSj^. In the lame colkftiDn,

p. i7 3. Mercuriu! poiiticus, (a paper of thofe times), N°. 158. p- iS'<5, aii?-

Echard, p. 705. Keanet, vol. iii. p. 208. Rapin, and other hiftorians.

h Bafnage annales des provinces unies, vol. i. p. 308, 309. Le Clerc hifloire

des provinces unies, torn. ii. iiv. xiii. Nenville hiftoire de Hollande, torn. iii.

Jiv. X. chap. xi. xii. La vie de Ruyter, pare i, p. 30. There are innumer.tbic

letters in the firft volume of Tnurloe's ftate papers, which defcribe the infinite

unealinels the Oates and people were iinfler at feeing their ports blocked up. The
many tumults and other diforders in the di.Tereat towns occafioned therfhy, and

the great pbins taken by the Dutch mi.Tifter in England, as appears alfo by their

letters, to conclude a peace. See p. 193, 294, 195, 307, 315— 318, 374, 340,

341.

Vol. II. E v/^Il
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well received with haughtinefs enough, talked high, and affum-

ed to himfelf the credit of former viftories, in which he could

have little fhare ', but of which he very ably availed himfelf

now.

The ftates, however, were far from trufting intirely to nego-

ciations, but, at the time they treated, laboured with the utmoft

diligence to repair their pafl lofTes, and to fit out a new fleet.

This was a very difficult taflc ; and, in order to effect it, they

were forced to raife the feamen's wages, though their trade was

at a full flop : they came down in perfon to their ports, and faw

fheir men embarked, and advanced tl*em wages before-hand i

and promifed them, if they would fight once again, they would

never aik them to fight more"^.

Yet all this would hardly have done, if the induftry of de

Witte, in equipping their new-built fliips, and the care and flcill

of Van Tromp in refitting their old ones, and encouraging the

.
fcamen, had not contributed more than all the other methods

that were taken to the fetting out a frefli fleet, of upwards of

ninety fhips, in the latter end of July, a thing admired then,

and fcarce credible now. Thefe were viflualled for five months j

and the fcheme laid down by the fliates was this, that to force

the Engiifh fleet to leave their ports, this navy of theirs fliould

come and block up ours. But firft it was refolved. Van Tromp
ihould fail to the mouth of the Texel, where de Ruyter, with

twenty-five fail of ftout fhips, was kept in by the Englifli fleet,

in order to try if they might not be provoked to leave their

flation, and give the Dutch fquadi^on thereby an opportunity of

coming oat '.

On the 29th of July 1653, the Dutch fleet appeared In fight

of theEngliih, upon which the latter did their utmoft to engage

them : but Van Tromp, having in view the releafe of de Witte,

rather than fighting, kept oiF; fo that it was feven at night be-

fore general Monk in the Refolution, with about thirty fliips,

i C'larentlon's hlftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 487, 488. Bafnage annales

tics provinces tjnies, vol.i, p. 311. k Heath's chronicle, p. 54(5. Thur-

ioe's ftate papers, vol. i. p. 301, 307, 315, 367- ' Bafnage annales des

provinces unies, torn. i. p. 308, 311. Le Clerc hirtoire des provinces iinies,

torn. ii. liv. xiii. p. 334. Neuvilie hiHoire de Hollande, torn. iii. chap. xii.

('larendon's hiilory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 488. Thr.rloe's fiate papers,

vj. i. p. 355, 354, 351.

great
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great and fmall, came up with them, and charged through their

fleet. It growing dark foon after, there palled nothing more

that night, Monk failing to the fouth, and Van Tromp to the

northward, and this not being fufpeded by the Englilh, he both

joined de Witte's fquadron and gained the weather-gage ™. The

next day -proving very foul and windy, the fea ran fo high that

it was impoffible for the fleets to engage, the Englilh particular-

ly finding it hard enough to avoid running upon the enemy's

coafts °.

On Sunday July 31, the weather being become favourable,

both fleets engaged with terrible fury. The battle lafted at leaft

eight hours, and was the mod hard fought of any that had hap-

pened throughout the war. The Dutch fire-fliips were mana-

ged with great dexterity, many of the large veffels in the Eng-

iifti fleet were in the utmoft danger of perifhing by them ; and

the Triumph was fo efFeclually fired, that moll of her crew

threw themfelves into the lea, and yet thofe few who ftaid be-

hind were fo lucky as to put it out". Lawfon engaged de Ruy-

ter briflcly, killed and wounded above half his men, and fo dil-

abled his Ihip that it was towed out of the fleet ; yet the admi-

ral did not leave the battle fo, but returned in a galliot, and

went on board another fliip. About noon. Van Tromp was

fliot through the body with a muflcet ball, as he was giving or-,

ders P. This miferably difcouraged his countrymen, lb that by

two they began to fly in great confufion, having but one flag

{landing amongft them. The lighteft frigates in the Englilh

fleet purfued them clofelr, till the Dutch admiral, perceiving

they were but fmall, and of no great flrength, turned his helm

1^ Heath's chronicle, p, 345, 547. Proceedings of the parliament, A, Do

«653, p. 28. Clarendon's hirtory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 488. Whit-

locke's memorials, p. 561. ^ Heath's chronicle, p. 347. Davies's

hirtory of the civil wars, p. 337. Giimblt's life of Monk. ° CUrcndon.

Whitlocke, Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 315s. P Clarendon's hift.

of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 488, 489. Whitlocke's memorials, p. s^i. Lud-

low's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 468. Coke's deteOion, vol. ii. p. 3;. Bates's elen-

cus motuum, part ii, p. 176. Manley's hillory of the rebellion, p. z68. Skin»

ner's life of general Monk, p, 48. See the journal of vice admiral dc Witts

of the proceedings of the fleet, written with his own hand to the dates, dated

iith Auguft, 1653, N. S. in Thurloe's coUeftion, vo!. i. p. 3<?i. Lecven Van

Tromp, part iii. Vie dc Ruyter, part i. p. 31, 33,

E 2 anc}
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and refolved to engage them ; but fome bigger fliips coming In

to their afliftance, the Dutchman was taken''. It was night by

that time their fcattered fleet recovered the Texeh The Enghfli

fearing their flats, rode very warily about fix leagues off.

This was a terrible blow to the Dutch, of whom, according

to Monk's letter, no lefs than thirty (hips were loft; but, from

better intelligence, it appeared that four of thefe had efcaped,

two into a port of Zealand, and two into Hamburgh ^ Their

lofs, however, was very great : live captains were taken prifon-

ers, and between four and five thoufand men killed, twenty-fix

fliips of war either burnt or funk. On the fide of the EnghfH

there were two fliips only, viz. the Oak and the Hunter frigate

burnt, fix captains killed, and upwards of five hundred feamen.

There were alfo fix captains wounded, and about eight hundred

private men '. The Dutch writers difpute many of thefe points,

and fome of them will not allow that they lofl: above nine fliips.

The contrary of this, however, appears from de Witte's letter

to the ftates, wherein he owns many more ; confefl^es, that he

had made a very precipitate retreat, for which he afligns two

reafons ; firfl, that the befi: of their fhips were miferably fhat-

tered, and next, that many of his officers had behaved like

poltrdns^

Some very fingular circumftances attended this extraordinary

vidlory, and deferve therefore to be mentioned. There were

feveral merchant-men in the fleet, and Monk, fiinding occafion

to employ them, thought proper to fend their captains to each

other's (hips, in order to take off their concern for their owners

vcffels and cargoes ; a fchenie which anfwered his purpofe

•1 Heath's chronicle, p. 348. ^ See Monk's letter printed in the pro-

ceedings of the parliament ot this year, and which was written the very eveti-

irg of the fight, viz. July 31, 1653. Gumhie's life of Monk, p. 6j, 68.

s Whitlocke's memorials, p. s6x, 564. Davies's hiftory of the civil wars, p.

338. Ciarentlon's hiflory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 489. Bates's eienciis

moiuum, part ii. Heath's chronicle, p. 348. Echard, Kennet, Rapin, and the

reH of our hiftorians, ' Bafnagc annales des provinces iinies, tome i.

P- 3'3> 3-'4' Leeven Van TroiDp, p. I4Z, See de Wittc's journal before cited,

wjhierein he tells the ftates, among other things, he had difcovered, to his great

vexation, that divers of the captains had retired out o'f the reach of the ei.emy's

cannon, as well in this engagement as formerly; and intimates, that if they had,

been handed for behaving fo betcrf, they had not had it in their power to have

iificd the finie p.-irts ovey again.

perfedly
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perfe£tly well, no fhips in the fleet "behaving better". He
had likewife obferved, that in moft engagements much time and

many opportunities were loft, by taking fhips and fending them

into hai-bour J
and confidering that ftill greater inconveniencies

muft arife from their nearnefs to the enemy's coaft, and diftance

from their own, he ifTued his orders in the beginning of the

fight, that they Ihould not either give or take quarter ; which,

however, were not fo ftriftly obferved, but that twelve hun-

dred Dutchmen were taken put of the fea, while their fhips

were finking ^.

General JVTonk himfelf was fo a£live, that, in his letter to

Cromwell, dated the 2d of Auguft 1653, he takes notice, that

of five Dutch flags that were flying at the beginning of the fight,

he had the good fortune to bring down three, viz. thofs of

Tromp, Evertfon, and de Ruyl;er^ ; and fo long he continued

in the heat of the difpute, that his fliip, the Refolutlon, was at

laft towed out of the line : and, indeed, moft of the great vef-

fels had been fo roughly handled, that there was no continuing

on the enemy's coafl any longer, without danger of their fink-

ing.

The parliament then fitting, who were of Cromwell's appoint-

ment, upon the 8th of Auguft, 1653 i ordered gold chains to be

fent to the generals Blake and Monk, and likewiie to vice-ad-

miral Penn, and rear-admiral Lawfon; they fent alfo chains to

the reft of the flag-officers, and medals to the captains. The
25th of Auguft was appointed for a day of folemn thankfgivingy;

and, Monk being then in town, Cromwell, at a great feaft in

the city, put the gold chain about his neck, and obliged him to

wear it all dinner-time ^. As for the ftates, they fupported their

lofs with inexpreffible courage and conftancy ; they buried Tromp
very magnificently at the public expence % and, as foon as the

return

u Heath's chrnniclf, p. 348. ^ Giimble's life of Monk, p. 61. x pro.

ceedings of the parliament, p. 33. where there is ao extr.-ft only; but I have

feen a copy of the entire letter. V Whitlocke's memorials, p. 563, 5(54.

Davies's liillory of the civil wars, p. 338. Mauley's hiftory of the rebellion,

p. 169. Parliamentary proceedings, p. 39, 4;. 2 Gumble's life of Monk,
p. 77. * Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome i. p. 315, 316. Le Clcrc

Iiiftoire dcs provinces unies, tome ii, liv. xiii. Ncuville hirtoire de Hcllande, tome
iii. p. 83. Various medals were ftruck by order of the (tstcs to perpeiuateto lat-
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return of the Englifh fleet permitted, fent de Witte with a fleet

of fifty men of war and five fire-fliips to the Sound, in order to

convoy home a fleet of 300 merchant-men, there aflembled from

different quarters ''.

This he performed very happily, though the Enghfli fleet did

all that was poflable to intercept him : but the joy, which the

Dutch conceived upon this occafion, was foon qualified by acci-

dents of another fort ; for an Englilh fquadron, falling in with

a large fleet of merchant-men in the mouth of the Ulie, took

mofh of them, and admiral Lawfon, failing to the north, de-

ftroyed their herring-fiftiing for that year, and either took or

(unk moft of the frigates fent to protefl them j befides, a great

ftorm drove twelve or thirteen of their beft men of war from

their anchors, fo that, running on ftiore, they were lofl: ^.

The negociation carried on by the Dutch miniftcrs at London

met at firft with many difficulties. The terms prefcribed were

in number many, and in their nature hard, infomuch that it is

fcarce to be conceived, that the Dutch could ever have fubmit-

ted to them •, but an accident (if indeed the effect of Cromwell's

intrigues ought to be called fo) delivered them out of their dif-

trefs. The parliament on the 12th of December, 1653, took a

fudden refolution of delivering up their power to him from whom
it came, viz, the lord-general Cromwell, who foon after took

upon him the fupreme magiflracy, under the title of Froteflor''.

He quickly admitted the Dutch to a treaty upon fofter conditions,

though he affefted to make ufe of high terms, and to behave to-

wards their ambafladors with a great deal of haughtinefs, which,

«{l porterity the great and gallant anions o€ this diAingTji&cd hero, independent

of the famptuous monument erected to his memory in the church of Delft. They

painted him after death with a laurel crown, as fuppofing him viftorious over

the Englifh. Hymns, fcngs, elegant poem?, were wrote in his praii'e by ihe mcft

celebrated wits of thofe times. Nothing was omitted by the Dutch nation that

cou'd teflify the great lofs they had fufiained, or manifcfl the people's gratitude.

Gerard Van Loon hift. meral'/iquc des pays bays, tome ii. p. 364. b Whit-

lockc's memorials, p, 554, s58. Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome i.

p. 317. c Heath's chronicle, p. 49. Wbitlocke's memorial?, p. 5^4- Baf-

nage annales des province? unies, tome i. p. sry. d Clarendon's hiflory of

the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 484, 485. Heath's chronicle, p. 353. Wbitlocke's me-

morials, p. S70. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 474. Dugdalc's fhort view of

;x,s lace trouble.-, p. 4.11. Thurloe's ftatc papers, vol. i. p. 637.

for
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for the fake of their country's intereft, they knew well enough

how to bear.

This treaty ended in a peace, which was made the 4th of

April, 1654. In this negociation the coalition, upon which the

parliament had infifted, was entirely dropped. No mention at all

was made of our fole right to fifliing on our own coaft, or any

annual tribute fecured to us for the Dutch fifliing in our feas,

which had been actually paid to King Charles, and was offered

to the parliament j though Cromwell, becaufe his adminiftration

ftood in need of a peace, thought fit to difpenfe with it. He
likewife gave up all claim to the fearching Dutch fliips, which

the parliament had rigoroufly infifted on. The right of limiting

the number of their iliips of war was another of their articles

that he overlooked j neither did he oblige them to grant the

Englifli a free navigation on the river Scheld^. But it is now

time to fee the terms to which he held them.

It was in the firft place ftipulated, that fuch as could be found

of the perfons concerned in the mallacre at Amboyna fhould be

delivered up to juftice. This was very fpecious, and calculated

to give the people a high idea of the protector's patriotifm, who
thus compelled the Dutch to make fatisfaclion for an offence,

which the two former kings could never bring them to acknow-

ledge. But, as this article was never executed, fo we may rea-

fonably conclude, that the Dutch knew the prote£lor's mind

before they made him this boafted concefTion. They acknow-

ledged the dominion of the Englilh at fea by confentingto ftrike

the flag, fubmitted to the a<Sl of navigation, undertook to give

the Eaft India Company fatisfadllon for the lolTes they had fuf-

tained, and by a private article bound themfelves never to eledt

any of the houfe of Orange to the dignity of ftadtholder''.

Thus, taking all things together, this ought rather to be con-

fidered as a clofe conjunction between the new protestor of

England and the Louveftein faction in Holland, than an alliance

*^ Heath's chronicle, p. 3J7. Davies's hiftory of the civil wars, p. 337. Lud-
low's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 487. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 583. Sir Philip

Warwick's memoirs, p. 37z. Bates's elencus motuiim, part ii. p. 17(5. Gamble's

life of Monk, p. 74. Flagellum, or the life and death of Oliver Cromweli, p.

147. Thurloe's Qate papers, vol. i. and ii. f Clarendon's hiftory of the

rebellion, vol. vi. p. 489. C^rps dipiomatiquc dii droit dcs gens, tome vi. part

Si. p. 74—80.

between
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between the two nations : for, though it be true that fome re-

gard was had in this treaty to the honour and mterefl: of Eng-

land, yet, confidering our fuccefs'in that War, and the fituation

things were in at the conclufion of it, there can be no reafon to

doubt, that, if the parliament, which begun the war, had end-

ed it, they would have done it upon much better terms in refpedb

both to profit and glory.

Hodilities between the two ftates had not continued quite two

years, and yet in that time the Enghfli took no lefs than one

thoufand feven hundred prizes, valued by the Dutch themfelves

at fixty-two millions of guilders, or near fix millions Sterling,

On the contrary, thofe taken by the Dutch could not amount to

the fourth part either in number or value. Within that fpace the

Englifh were victorious in no lefs than five general battles; fome

of which were of feveral days ; whereas the Hollanders cannot

juftly boafl of having gained one; for the a61ion between de

Ruyter and Ayfcuc, in which they pretended fome advantage,

•was no general fight, and the advantage gained by Tromp in

the Downs is owned to have been gained over a part only of the

Englilh fleet. As fhort as this quarrel was, it brought the

.Dutch to greater extremities than their fourfcore years war witli

Spain. The ftates fhewed great wifdom in one point, viz. in-

cluding their ally the king of Denmark in this treaty, by under-

taking that either he or they fhould make fatisfaftion for the

Englilh fhips which had been feized at the beginning of the

War in his port s.

The ruptui'e between France and England ftiil continued^ our

fliips of war taking, finking, or burning theirs where-ever they

met them, and the French privateers difiiurbing our commerce as

much as they were able ''. An attempt was made by the French

miniftry to have got France, as well as Denmark, included in

the peace made with the ftates : but Cromwell would not hear

of thisj becaule he knew how to make his advantage of the dif-

2 Verwerd Europa, p. jxz. Intereft van Holland, p. 34. Bafna^e snnales ties

provinces unies, vol. i. p. 335, I^e Cere hift. des provincts unijs, tome ii.

liv. xiii. p. 340— 348. NeuviUe hifV.de Hollande, tome iii. p. 87. Aitzemj zaa-

ken van llaat en oorl, iii. deel. fol. 804—931. Whillockt's memotials, p. 589.

h Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 504. Wl.itlccke's memcriuls,

P- 583> S84> 59°! Heath's chronicle, p. 3JC, 357.

ficulties
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Bculties the French then laboured under another way ; in which

he fucceedcd perfedrly well, obhging them in 1655 to rubmitto

his own terms, and to give up the interefts of the royal family,

notwithftanding their near relation to the houfe of Bourbon.

He likewife obtained a very advantageous treaty of commerce ;

and without queftion his condudt with regard to France would

have deferved commendation, if, for the fake of fecuring his

own government, he had not entered too readily into the views

"of cardinal Ma2arine, and thereby contributed to the aggran-

dizing of a power which has been terrible to Europe ever fince

»

and which he might have reduced within juft bounds, if he had

10 pleafed.

He did not difcoverhis intentions in this refpefl all at once,

but by degrees only, and as they became neceflary. He afre<fted

to have his friendfliip earneftly folicited both by France and

Spain, and even declared publicly, that he would give it to the

court which deferved beft, or, in plain terms, bid higheft for it '.

The fi'rfi ilgn of his reconciliation to the t'rench, was the refto-

ring the fliips taken by Blake, with provifions and ammunition

for the garrifon of Dunkirk ; and yet nothing of confidence ap-

peared then between the cardinal and him, though it is generally

ifuppofed, that the primary as well as principal inftigation to the

Spanifh war came from him, who gave the protector to under-

ftand, that the Englifh maritime force could not be better em-

ployed than in conquering part of the Spanifii Weft Indies,

while France attacked the fame crown in Europe ; and, to pur-

cbafe his afhftance, would readily relinquifh the royal family,

i Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 503. Davies's hiftory of the

eivil war», p. 3Jz. See the fpeech made by Monfieur Chanur, the French am-

baffadorto the ftates, upon that otcafisn, in Whitlocke's memorials, p. 515—631.

Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 558, 559. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 373.

The whole progrefs of this treaty, and the infuperable difficulties attendirg the

concluding it, inay be feen in Thurloc's collection, vol. ii. p. 159, la?, ^66,

'629. vol. iii, p. 511, 312, 313, 368, 381, 415, 696, 734, vol. iv. p. 75, 115.

Sec a letter of the cardinal to Monfieur Bourdeaux, the French ambaflador in

England, expreffing the great joy it gave him that the treaty was at length accom-

pliihed, p. izo, 159. i See Mr. Thurloe's account of the negociacions be-

tween England, France, and Spain, from the time of Oliver Cromweil'j alTum'ng

the government to the Reftorifion, delivered to th? Jord-cbaricailor Clarendon, in

Thurloe's colleftions, vol, i. p. 759.

Vol. II.
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and fo rid him from all fears of an invafion ^. Befides thefe hints

from abroad, the proteQor had feme notices of a like nature at

home, efpecially from one Gage, a prieft, who had been long

in America, and who furniflied him with a copious account of

the wealth and weaknefs of the Spaniards there '.

Immediately after the conclufion of the Dutch war, the protec-

tor ordered all the fliips of his navy to be repaired, and put into

good condition. He likewifedire£Led many new ones to be built,

ftorehoufes, magazines, ^c. to be filled with ammunition and

provifion ; whence it was evident enough, that he intended not

to be idle, though no body knew againftwhom this mighty force

was to be exerted™. In the fummer of the year 1654 he

ordered two great fleets to be provided, one of vrhich was to be

commanded by admiral Blake, and the other by vice-admiral

Penn. Neither of thefe had any knowledge of what the other

was to attempt ; fo farTrom it, they knew not perfetStly what

themfelves were to perform ". Their orders were to be opened

at fea, and they had no farther lights given them than wereab-

folutely requifite for making the necefiary preparations. Blake,

as foon as all things were ready, put to fea, and failed into the

Streights, where his orders were to procure fatisfadtion from fuch

K Lord Clarendon's hiftory o'' the rebellion, vo'.. vl. p, 503. Heath's chroni-

ele, p. 365,369. Whitlocke's memorijls. See Mr. George Downing's letter t»

fecretary Tnurloe in Thurlae's colleflions, vol. ill. p. 734. ' See a curii ns

paper intitled, Some brief and true obfervations concerning the Weft Indie«,

humbly preffinted to his highnefs Oliver, lord-proteftor of the commonweahh

of England, Sco'land, and Ireland, by Thomas Gage, in Thurloe's collefli^n"!,

vol. iii. p. 59. He wrote a book likewife, intitled, A furvey of the Weft ladies,

of which the firft edition was in folio, and there have been f^veral in oftavo
;

but thefe latter want a chapter, which is the moft curious In the whole book.

"1 Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 577. Whitlocke's memorials,

p. 6xr. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 495. Davies's hiftory of the civil war?,

p. 346. The perftft politician, or the life and death of Oliver Cromwell, p. 2ii.

Bafnage annaks des pr)vinces, tome 1. p. 400. " Clarendon's birtory of

the rebellion, vol. iv. p. 576. Penn's fai'.ors mutinied at Portfmourh, fume of

them threatening to lay their grievances before the rrote(floT ; their complaints were

the badriefsof the provifions, the har^iihips t'nsy fuflained in being fent upon an ex-

pedition already known to ail the world, and the Hill greater difficulty 'hey labourx

ed under of being corr»pelle.i to go whether they would or not, infilling to be lilted

by beat of drum as in the Xet'ierlands. The provifions v»ere changed, and Defbo-

rough and Penn with fjme difficalty pacified them as to the ether two arti"

cles. Thurloe's l^ate papers, vol. ii. p. 709. See the protrrtor'j commiflion to

VenaVIes in Thut'oe, vol, in. u, 16,

princes
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princes and ftates as had either infulted the government, or in-

jured the commerce of England. But, before his departure, it

had been induftrioufly given out, that he was to intercept the

duke of Guile, and to proted: the kingdom of Naples from the

French.

This had thedefiredeffed: ; it lulled the Spaniards into a Life

fecurity, and even difpofed them to fliew the admiral all pofTible

civilities, who very probably had himfelf as yet no fufpicion of

Cromwell's defign to break with that nation. The firft place

he went to was Leghorn, where he had two accounts to make

up with the grand duke : the firft was, for his fubje6ts purchaf-

ing the prizes made by Prince Rupert j the other for the da-

mage done by Van Galen, when Appleton was forced out of

Leghorn road. Thefe demands furpnfed the prince on whom
they were made ; efpecially when he underftood how large a fum

was expedled from him, not lefs in the whole than a hundred

and fifty thoufand pounds, which, however, was moderated to

fixty thoufand pounds j and this fum there is reafon to believe

was a£lually paid°.

Thence he proceeded to Algiers, where he arrived the lotU

of March 1655, and anchored without the mole, fending an

officer to the dey to demand fatisfadfion for the piracies that had

been formerly committed on the Englifh, and the immediate

releafe of all captives belonging to his nation. The dey an-

fwered very modeftly, that as for the fhips and flaves tJiey were

now the property of private perfons, from whom he could not

take them with fafety to himfelf j but that he would make ic

his care they fliould be fpeedily redeemed upon eafy terms, and

would make a treaty with him to prevent any hoitilities being

committed on the Englifh for the future p.

o Heath's chronicle, p, 366. Vie de Crom*ell, vol. ii. p. 345, WhitIocke'&

memorials, p. 609. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 507. Thurlce's colleftions,

vol. iii. p. 41, 105. Moft ot the princes of Italy were alarmed at the failing of this

fleet. The Podc was no fooner informed of its arrival in the Mediterrancai., than

he gave ordets for the remuval of the great treaiujC at Loretto, wi;h a. view of de-

feating any defign the proiedtor might have formed as to the plundering that rich

monaftery, which fome induihioufly fpread abroad {nut knowing the real

fecret) was his principal aim. P Lord Clarendon's hiftory of the re,

beliion, vol. vi. p. 580. Davies's hiftory of the civil wars, p. 349. Bates*s

elencus motuum, part ii. p. ios. Mdr.l,-y's bift» of the rebellion, p. 273. Vie de

Uromwell, tome li. p. 348, 349.

F2 Xh^
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The admiral left the port upon this, and failed tc> TuniSji

where he fent the like meflage on Ihore ; but received a very

fhort anfwer, viz. " t^ere are our caftles of Guletta and Porto;

*' Fcrino : you may do your worft j we do not fear you.".

Blake entered the bay of Porto Ferino, and came within muf^

ket-flaot of the cafde and line, upon both which he played fo

warmly, that they were foon in a defencelefs conditio^. There

were then nine fliips in the road, which the admiral refolved to

burn; and with this view ordered every captain to man his.

long-boat with choice men, and direded thefe to enter the har-

bour, and fire the fhips of Tunis, while he and his fleet cover-

ed them from the caftle, by playing continually on it with their

cannon. The feamen in their boats boldly aflaulted the cor-

fairs, and burnt all their fhips, with the lofs of twenty-five men

killed, and forty-eight wounded. This daring action fpread

the terror of his name through Africa and Afia, which had

long been formidable in Europe*^. From Tunis he failed to

Tripoly, and concluded a peace with that government. Thence

he returned to Tunis, and threatening to do farther execution,

the inhabitants implored his mercy from their works, and beg-

ged him to grant them a peace, which he did on terms morti-

fying to them, glorious for him, and profitable for his country'.

The other fleet being alfo in readinefs, and compofed of about

thirty fhips of war, and a convenient number of tranfports, the

protedlor refolved it fhould fail in the month of December 1654*

Admiral Penn had the chief command, and under him were vice-

admiral Goodfon and rear-admiral Blagge. The commander ot

the land-forces was colonel Venables, an old ofBcer, who, as

well as the admiral, was fecretly in the king's intereft, and in-

tended to have laid hold of this opportunity to reflore him.

The troops confifled of about five thoufand men, amongfl whorn

many were royaiifts, and the reft fo little fatisfied with the pro-

S Whitlocke's memorials, p. 62,7. Heath's chronicis, p. 374, 375. Sir Phi-

lip Warwick's msmoirs, p. 377. See admiral Blake's letter to Mr. Secretary

Tliurloe, d^ted aboard the George in Calary bay, the 17th of April, 1655,10

Trmrloe's ftate papers, vol. iii. p. 350, The perfe£t politician, or the life and

ssjth of Oliver Cromwell, p. S20. r Echard, Kenr;et, Rapin, and other

£rigliJli l.iftorians. Thurloe's flate p3pe's, vol. lii. p. 405, 527. Seethe pro-

•.fftor's letter CO Biak.;, dared June 13, 1655, comtnendiag his cjur^ge and con.

«':f^3 p. 54.7,

tctlor's
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^e£lor!s adminiftration, that one great end of this expedition

was to be rid of thetn*.

Venables had delired of Cromwell, that great care might be

faken in furnilhing arms and ammunition •, that his forces might

be properly chofen, and that himlelf might not be fettered by

his inftrudtions. In all thefe he foon found himfelf difappoint-

ed ; his proviflon was not only ihort, but very bad in its kind

;

arms and ammunition were very fparingly fupplied, and in a

manner fitter for Ihew than fervice ; his troops were either raw

or invalids ; apd by his inilrudions he was tied up from doing

any thing without the confent of others'. Before he could

acquire any certain knowledge of thefe particulars, he was hur-

ried on board at Portfmouth, whence he immediately failed for

Barbadoes ".

The fleet arrived in Carliflebay on the 29th ofJanuary 1655,

and were very joyfully received by all the inhabitants of the

^fland of Barbadoes, where they ftaid feme time, in order to

recruit and make the neceflary preparations for their intended

defcent on the ifland of Hifpaniola. We have been long taught

blindly to admire the wifdom and conduct of Cromv/ell in his

enterprizes, but certainly this was the worft managed that ever

our nation undertook. General Venables found himfelf defi-

cient in all forts of necelTaries ; and, which was worfe, found

admiral Penn very little inclined to afford him even the affiftance

that was in his power. He expoftulated with him to no pur-

pofe, which made the wretchednefs of his and their condition

fo apparent, that one of their fellow-commifhonersfaid plainly,

" He doubted they were betrayed." It was, however, too late

to look back ; and, befides, abundance of volunteers reforted to

Barbadoes from all our plantations, in order to (hare the riches

that were to be taken from the Spaniards} fo that Venables faw

• Clarendon's hifiory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 576. Heath's chronicle,

p. 365, Life of Dr. John Barwick, p- »8j. ' The only jiift and ge-

nuine acceuct of this expeJiiion is to be found in Burchet's naval hiTlory, whicli

was drawn up at the :ime, from the examination of Penn, Venables, and the

fuperior ofEcers in that cipedition, " Life of Dr. ]aha Barwiclc, p,

himfelf
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himfelf under a neceflicy of proceeding, notwithftanding he was

thoroughly fatisfied they were in no condition to proceed ^.

From Barbadoes, the fleet failed on the laft of March to St.

Chriftopher's, where they met with another fupply of volun-

teers ; fo that when they embarked for Hifpaniola, Venables had

under his command the greateft body of European troops that

had ever been feen in that part of the world, his army confilHng

of very near ten thoufand men. It muft, however, be obferved,

that they were in the v\'orft temper in the world for making

conquefts. Moft of them, when they left England, did it with

a view to make their fortunes j but now the commiiGoners (of

whom Venables indeed was one, but of a different opinion from

all the reft) told them, that every penny of their plunder was to

be accounted for, and that they could only allow them a fort-!

night's pay by way of equivalent. This had like to have thrown

them into a general mutiny, and it was with much ado that the

officers pacified them with a promife of fix weeks pay, which

the commiflioners, however, would not be brought to confirm ;

and in this fituation things were, when they embarked for Hif-

paniola *.

They arrived before the city of St. Domingo, and general

Venables propofed, that they fliould fail directly into the har-

bour, which, however, was not agreed to by the fea-ofScers,

who propofed landing at the river Hine •, for which purpofe,

part of the fquadron was detached under the command of vice-

admiral Goodfon, who, when at fca, declared he had no pilots

to conduct the fhips into the mouth of the river, and therefore

the troops were compelled to land at the weft point, from

whence they had forty miles to march through a thick woody

w Heath's chronicle, p. 365, Vie de Cromwell, vol. ii. p. 549. Davie&'s

Hiltory of the civil wars, p. 346. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 494, Man-
ley's hiftory cf the rebellion, p. 170. See Mr. Edward Winflow's letter to fe-

cretary Thurloe, dated Barbadots,. March 16, 1654. This gentleman, as feme

fay, was intended to have been governor of one of the iilands, if death had not

interpoied. The pod he filled appears clearly in his letter. Gage, the prie(t,

the principal promoter of tliis bufinefs, died iikewifc. Thurloe's (late papers,

vol. iii. p. 149. X Heath's chronicle, p. 369. Bates's elencus motuum,
part ii, p. zop. Coke's dcteftion, vol. li. p. 51. The peiftct politician, or th<;

life and death of Oliver Cromwcl), p. 114, 115. Mauley's hiliory of the rebel-

lion, p. X7J.

country,
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country, without any guide ; infomuch, that numbers of men
and horfes, through fatigue, extremity of heat, and want of

water, were deftroyed.

After four days march, the army came to the place where

they might have been at firft put on fhore ; but by that time the

enemy had drawn together the whole force of the ifland, and

had recovered from their firft furprize. Colonel Buller, who

had landed with his regiment near Hine river, and had orders

to remain there till the army joined him, thought fit, on the

coming of Cox the guide, to march away ; and, for want of

this guide, the general and his forces marched ten. or twelve

miles out of their road. Exafperated with thefe difappoint-

ments, and the hardftiips they had undergone, the regiment of

feamen, under the command of admiral Goodfon, mutinied

firft, and then the land-troops; To that the general had much

ado to prevail on them to ford the river. At length co-

lonel Buller and Cox the guide joined them, and promifed to

condudl them to a place where they might be fupplied with wa-

ter ; but the colonel taking the liberty of ftraggling for the fake

of pillage, the Spaniards attacked him, and in one of thefe

fkirmlfhes Cox, their only guide, was killed *, yet the Spaniards

were at Lift repulfed, and purfued within cannon-lhot of the

town y.

In this diftrelTed condition, a council of war was called,

wherein, after mature deliberation, it was refolved to march

to the harbour in the beft manner they could, which with much
difficulty they effe£led. There they ftaid three or four days,

to furnifti themfelves with provifions, and other necefiaries, and

then with a fingle mortar-piece, marched into the ifland again,

to reduce the fort. The vanguard was commanded by adju-

tant-general Jackfon, who as foon as he was attacked by the

Spaniards, ran away, and his troops after him. The pafTage

through the woods being very narrow, they preiTed on the re-

neral's regiment, who in vain endeavoured to flop them with

their pikes. They likewife difordered major-general Haines's

y Heath's chronicle, p. 570. Divies's hidory of the civil wars, p. 347.

Manlcy's hiftory of the rebellion, p. 171, 171. The perfcrt politician, or the

life and death of Oliver Cromwell, p. 115, zif. Ui:rchet's nuvA Hiflory, p.

regiment.
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regiment, which gave the enemy, who followed very eagerlyj

and afforded no quarter, great advantage; fo that the major-

general, and the braveft of the officers, who, hke Engliflimenj

preferred death before flight, ended their days here. At laftj,

general Venables and vice-admiral Goodfon, at the head of

their regiments, forced the run-aways into the wood, obliged the

enemy to retire, and kept their own ground, notwithflanding

the fire from the fort was very warm^".

By this time the forces were fo much fatigued anddifcouragedi

that they could not be brought to play the mortar. The ge-

neral, though reduced to a very low condition, caufed himfelf

to be led from place to place, to encourage them j till fainting

at laft, he was forced td leave the care of the attack to major-

general Fortcfcue, who did what he could to revive their fpiritsi

but to very little purpofe.

Soon after it was refolved in a council of war, that fince the

enemy had fortified all the palTeS, and the whole army was in

the utmofl diltrefs for want of water, they fhould march to a

place where they were informed a fupply of that, and other

necefTaries, had been put afhore from the (hips. In this march

the foldiers followed their ofHcers, till they found themfelves in

danger, and then left them ; infomuch that the commiffioners

owned, by a letter wrote to the governor of Barbadoes, that,

had not the enemy been as fearful as their own men, they

mi^ht in a few days have deftroyed the whole army, and with-

al, they let him know, that the troops who had occafioned the

greateft diforder, were thofe of Barbadoes and St. Chriflo-

pher's; infomuch that they, the faid commifTioners, who were

l*enn, Winflow, and Buller, had refolved to leave the place,

and try what could be done againflthe ifland of Jamaica. SucH

was the end of this expedition, after having been oh fhore from

a Whitlockc's memorials, p. C17. Heath's chronicle, p. 371. Davies's

h ill. of the rebellion, p. 348. Maniey's hift. of the rebellion, p. 171. The

perfeft politician, or the life and death of Oliver Cromwell, p. 117. Ludlow's

memoirs, vol. ii. p. 49J, 496. See colonel Danitl's telation of their defeat. Sec

alfo a letter from Venables and Bulxer, to the prote(f\or, ia Tbuilce's (late pipers,

Tol. iii. p- 504—5=8; J09— Jii.

the
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the foiirteenth of April to the firft of May, when this refolu-

tion of failing to Jamaica was taken ^.

The army was accordingly in a little time embarked j but the

fick and wounded men were left on the bare decks for eight

and forty hours, without either meat, drink, or drefling, info-

much that worms bred in their fores : and even while they

Were on fhot-e, the proviilons fent to them were not watered,

but candied with faltj notwithftanding they had not water fuffi-

cient to quench their thirft. Nay, after their misfortunes ou

fhore, Venables averred^ that Penn gave rear-admiral Blagge

orders not to furnifh them with any more provilions, of what

kind foever ; fo that they eat up all the dogs, alTesj and horfea

in the camp, and fome of them fuch things as were in them-

felves poifonous, of v/hich about forty died. Before the forces

were embarked, adjutant-general Jackfon was tried at a court-

martial, and not only fentenced to be cafjiiered, and his fword

broken over his head, but to do the duty of a fwabber, in

keeping clean the hofpital-fhip j a punifliment fuitable to his

notorious cowardice''.

The defcent on Jamaica was better managed than that on

Hifpaniolaj for immediately on their landing, which was on

the third of May, General Venables iffued his orders, that if

aay man fliould be found attempting to run away, the next man
to him fhould put him to death ; which, if he failed to do, he

fhould be liable to a court-martial *^. The next day they at-

tacked a fortj which they carried, and were then preparing to

florm the town of St. Jago, but this the Spanifli inhabitants

prevented, by a timely treaty ; yet, before the general would

liften to any propoficions of peace, he infifted, that a certain

9 Whitlocke's memorials, p. diy. Clarendon's hift. of the rebellion, vol. vi.

p. 579. Bates's elenciis motiium, part ii. p. 209. Heath's chronicle, p. 37a.

jDavies's hifl. of the civil wars, p. 348. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 375.

Eurchet's naval hifl. p. 394. There are various relations of this unlucky btifi

hefi in Mr. Secretary Thurloe's coile<ft:ons : we fiuil point out a few, for the

eafe of the inquisitive reader. It appeairs, from a perufal of the different pa-

pers, that from the difcord and animofities which fiibfifted through the whois

expedition among the principal perfons concerned therein, it was impoffibJe

any fuccefs (hou'.d have attended it, vol. iii. p. Jfis. <54^t <>So, 089, 754.

S Burchet's naval hiil. ?. ;;4. *^ Ikath's chronicle, p. 37*. B^r-

chct, p. 394,

Vol. II. G quantitr
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quantity of prcrvifions jQiouId be fent them daily, which ws:$

punctually performed; and this gave his foldiers ftrength and

fpirits 5 and in a fliort time their negociations ended in a com-

plete furrender of the ifland to the Englifh, as appears by the

articles, which the reader may find at large in- feveral of our

hiilorians^.

General Venables finding himfelf in a very weak condition,

dcfired the confent of the commiffioners to open their ultimate

inftruftions^ to which, after mature deliberation, they yielded.

In thefe he found he had power, in cafe of neceffity, to refign-

his command, which he did accordingly to general Fortefcue ;.

upon this, admiral Fenn followed his example, and dehvered

up his charge to vice-admiral Goodfon, with whom he left a

ftout fquadron of (liips, and with the reft of the fleet returned

fo England. In their paiFage hom», they fell in with the Spa-

nifh plate-fteet, in the gulf of Florida, but without attacking

it ; whether through want of will, or of inftrudions, at this

diftance, it is hard to determine^.

Immediately after the arrival of Penn and Venables, wljich

was in the month of September r<^55, they were both commit-

ted clofe prifoners to^ the Tower, to fatisfy the clamours of the

people, who then (as it often happens) laid the greatcft blame

on him wh-o leaft deferved it f. All that the protestor infifted

d Clarendon's hifi^. of the rebellion, v»l. vi. p. 579. Heath's chronicle,

p. 37i. Bates's elencHS motuutn, part ii. p. 209. Mauley's hill, of the rebel-

lion, p, ijz. B^rchet's naval hirtory, p. 594 who reduces the articles of th«

capitulation to four. Thiirloe's flate papers, vol. iii. p. 565, 64.9, 674, <58i,

';53> 7JS- Sec- general Peiin's account to Oliver's council, of his voyage to the

Weft Indies, giv:eii the i»J:h of September, 1655, in Thurloe's ftate papers,

vol. iv. p. x8r. * Heath's chronicle, p. 37^5. Burcbet's naval hift.

p. jpj. See the commifllon to Fortefcue, appointing him commander in chief

of the forces, finned by Penn. See the like to Goodfon ; togethep with a long

paper of inftruflions, appointing him admiral: of the fket. See Peon's letter

to the prote£tor, on his arrival- at Spithead, in Thurloe's ftate papers, Tol, iii.

p. 751. f Gldrendoti's liiftory of the rebtllion, v<-l'. vi. p. 580.

Whiilocke's memorials, p. 619, 630, Davies's hift. of the civil wars, p. 348,

Tiie perfeft poKtician, or the life and death of OHver Cromwell, p. 2x^.

l-udlow, in his memoirs, vol. ii. p. 4945. fays, Penn was committed to the

Tower, and Venables confined to his lodging, his diftemper excufing him from a

iVrit^er imprifonment. See fecretary Thurloe's letttr to Henry CromwLll,

ditcd the ijth of September, t6ss, •" the fourth volume of his ftate papers,

F- us-

er.
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<en -was, that they (hould confcfs their faults, in leaving their

refpedlive charges ; and he promifed to releafe them upon their

fubmiffion. This Penn quickly did, and was accordingly dil^

charged T but Venables abfolutely refufed it, always inlifting

that he had committed no fault, lince, in cafe of inability to,

execute his duty, his inftruftions permitted him to refi^n his

command^.

His memory has been very hardly treated, I think with little

Teafon; for as to what is faid of his fufFering the Spaniards to

carry off their efFe6ls from the city of St. Jago to the moun-

tains, and thereby defrauding the foidiers of their plunder, it

appears to be a grofs calumny, for feveral reafons". For firR:,

admitting the fa£l to be true, that they did carry off their ef-

fe£ls, this could prove no lofs to the foidiers, but quite the

contrary; llnce, if they had now fallen into their hands, the

commiffioners would have feized them for the protestor's ufe,

in purfuance of the order before-mcntione<]. Next, the gene-

ral could do nothing in this refpe£l:, without the confent of the

other commililoners ; and lafily, it appears by the mofi; authen-

tic account we have of this affair, that the officers and foidiers

were fo far from being diffatisfied with his condu6^ that they

relied upon him to reprcfent their grievances at home, and to

procure redrefs; which he did, as far as was In his power'.

The reafon of his being firft afperfed was, a perfuafion that

he was a confident and creature of Cromwell's ; which is [q

far from being true, that the very contrary is certain^ The
prote£lor hated, and was jealous of him, and conferred on him

this command mei^ely to get him out of his wayk. The truth

is, the fault lay i« the prottxfior's fcheme, which was not either

5 See general Pehn's letter to <"ecrctaty Thurfof, exprefting hi-s ardent dc^re

for leave to come to London, to render the prote(rtor an account of his pro-

ceedings in the Weft Indies, dated Swifcfure, Spithead, Septeniber 3, 165J.

Thurloe's ftatc papers, vol. iv^. p. 6, 117, 177. Burchet's naval hift. p. 395,

Whitlocke's memorials, p, 629. h Britilh empire in America, vol. ii»

p. 3o<s. i See general Venables's letter to the pr>>rc£tor, dated aboard

the Marfton-moor, in Portfmoiuh road, Sept. 9, i6si, in Thurloe's ftatc pa-

pers, V; 1. iv. p. ai. See his letter to fecretary Thurloe, p. ix. All tiieTe

fdfts the reader will find in the copious account of this voyage in Burchet.

k Clirendon's hift. of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 57(5. Heath's ehrocifje, p. 16;,

,-Lie of Dr. Barwick, p. 184, 185.

G 2 vrv:^
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more or lefs, than to have raifed a large fupply for his own
empty coffers from this expedition. This induced him to tie

the commiffioners down, to hinder the foldiers from keeping

their plunder, upon pain of death ; and their infixing upon
this, had hke to have been the ruin of the whole undertaking '.

The reader muft difcern the jurtice of thefe remarks, from the

fa£ls before laid down, which are indifputable ; and, as to fpeak

truth freely, and give men's characters impartially, ought to be

the ftudy of an hiftorian, I hope this will juftify me for infift-

ing fo long on this head.

Admiral Blake's fleet continued all this time in the Mediter-

ranean, and was now in the road to Cadiz, where he received

the greatefl civilities from the Spaniards, and lived on the bell

terms imaginable with them ; for, till the blow was ftruck at

Jamaica, Cromv/ell, to the beft of his power, carefully con-

cealed his deiign to make war upon them. When this was

Jcnown, the Spaniards declared immediately againft him, and

feized the effects of all the Englifh merchants in their domi-

nions, to an immenfe value ; an incident which feems not to,

have been fufficiently confidered, by thofe who cry up the pro-

tenors condudt fo highly •". This war, as we have before obr

1 The reader wiJl find thefe fa<f\s fully proved In the various phces we have

Teferred him to, in the third and fov.nh volumes of fecretary Thurl .e's ftate

papers. B-.irchst's naval hiftory, p. 391. ^ Heath's chronicle,

"p. 36<J, 374, 377. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 609, 619. C:'ke's detciftion,

yil. ii. p. 52. Thurloe's ftate papers, vol. iv. p. 19, ao, u, 14, 55, 79.

See the petition and remonftrance of the Englifh merchants to the protedor.

The Spiniards are reported to have feized foiirlcore fail of ftip?, and money,

and efTedts, to the value of a million fterling. We are told hy Ludlow, in his

memoirs, yol. ii. p. 494. that the Spanift ambafudor, Don Alonzo de Carde-

nas, then refidirg in England, having received intelligence that the fleet under

Penn and Venables was certainly gone to the Weft Indies, and that the ftorm

was like to fa.il i^poH fome of his roafter's territories, made applicatian to

Cromwell, to know whether he bad any jiifl groiind of complaint againft the

king his rnafter ; and if To, that he was ready to give him all pnfljhle Tatisfac^

tion. Cromwell demanded a liberty to trade to the Spani(h Weft Indies, and

the repeal of the laws cf the inquifuion. To which the ambaflador replied,

that his rnafter had but two eyes, and that he would have him to put them both

put at once. That the goods of the EngliOi merchants in Spain were feized for

*ant of timely notice to withdraw their effcilts; and that major Wahers, and

others concerned with him, loft thirty thoufand pounds, that were due to thctn

frem his Catholic njaj-^fty, for the tranfportatioh of Iri!h foldiers into the Spa-

liifii fervicc.

ferv.ed^
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ferved, was, at the bottom, undertaken for his own advantage,

from a profpe6l: of fupplying his coffers with money, without

putting him under the neceffity of calling parliaments ". It is

true, that in public declarations, he talked much of his regard

to trade, and his concern for the freedom of navigation ; and

no doubt he was fincere in this, fo far as it was confiftent with

his own power, and not a jot beyond it, otherwife he would

have confidered the profits of our national trade with Spain,

which were at that time very great, the French having never

interfered, and the Dutch being utterly difliked by the Spani-

ards. At leaft he fliould have taken care, by fome timely

hint, to enable fo great a body as the merchants trading to

Spain then were, to have withdrawn their e£Fe£ls; and the ne-

gleft of this was not the effect of any inattention, a thing impof-

fible while Thurloe had the management of his affiiirs, but the

pure confequence of public intereft clafhing with his private

views
J
and therefore, throughout the' whole tranf;i£lion, he

appears to have been a great politician, but no patriot. I fay

nothing as to his breach of the law of nations, in attacking the

Spaniards, without any previous declaration ; becaufe, in the

firll: place, this was not very inconfiftent with the principles on

which his government was founded ; and next, the Spaniards

had broke through all rules of true policy, as well as deco-

rum, in acknowledging and courting him as they did ; and

therefore felt no more than the jufl effedls of their own refine-

pients.

When nothing farther was to be obtained by concealing his

intentions, the protector fent Mr. Montague v>?ith a fmall fqua-

jdron of men of war into the Mediterranean, to join Blake,

and to carry him frefh inflrudlions ; the principal of which was

to block up the port of Cadiz, in which there was a fleet of

forty fail, intended to fecure the flota ; and, at the fame time

the failing of this fleet was prevented, the Englifh were to ufe

their utmoil diligence to hinder the flota from coming in, with-

out fliaring in the riches that were on board". Blake and

" Bates's hiftory of the troubles in England, part ii. p. io5. « Cla*

rendon's hiflory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 586. Heath's chronicle, p. 381.

Pavies's hift. of the c'vi! war«, p. 351. Manley's hift. of the rebellion, p. 174.

Thurlje's Rue papers, vol. iv. p. 100, 107, 117, 443, 531, (s'c.

Montague
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Montague executed their orders with equal Ikill and Induftrr,

taking care to obtain a fupply of frefli proviflons and water, as

often as they had occafion, from the Portugal coaft. Thither

for that purpofc they had failed with the greateft part of the

fleet, when the fquadron from the Iiidies approached Cadiz.

Rear-admiral 8tayner, with fcven frigates, plied to and fro, till

thefe eight large fhips were in view, which he prefently knew

to be what they really were ; whereas they took his veffels, be-

caufe they lay very low in the water, for fifhermen. This gave

him an opportunity ofcoming up with and fighting them, though

the weather hindered four of his frigates from a^ing. Yet

with the Speaker, the Bridgev/ater, and the Plymouth, he did

his bufinefs; and, after an obflinate engagement, funk two, run

two more a-ground, and took two of the Spanifh veflels, fo that

two only efcaped p.

In one of thofe that were deftroycd was the marquis of

Badajox, of the family of Lopez, who had been governor of

Peru for the king of Spain, and periflied miferably, with the

marchionefs his wife, and their daughter 5 the eldeft fon and

his brother were faved, and brought fafe to the generals with

this prize, wherein were two millions of pieces of eight ; and

as much there was in one of them that was funk. The admiral

who carried the flag, (for concealing the richeft fliip), with the

Portugal prize, recovered the fliore. Soon after, general Mon-

tague, with the young marquis of Badajox, and part of the

fleet to efcort the filver, returned into England, delivered the

bullion into the mint ; and, upon his earneft interpofition, the

young marquis was fet at liberty 1. For this a thankfgiving,

with

P Clarendon, «bi fupra. Davies's h:flory of the civil war?, p. 232. Liid-

Jnv'j memoirs, vcl. ii. p, 560. Bates'* elencuj moruum, part iii. onge iia.

Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, page 38 5. Ma>.liy'» hiflory of the rehellion,

p. zjs. Captain Richard Stayner's relation of this a<f^Ton, in a Iciter aJdrcfleA

to the generals of the fleet. The htters of the generals Bhkc and Montague

to the protcftor; and that of the Uft mentioned admiral to lecretary Thur-

loe.

<1 In the letter? before referred to, the deplorable fate of this illuHrious

family is painted in very moving terms ; and the reader, perhaps, will not be

difpl afed to learn from them fome particulars. The marchionefs and her eldeft

daughter, a young hdy cf fifteen years of age, who was to have efpoufed the

fon of lh& duke of Medina-Ctli, feeing the vcffcl In flimcs, wete fo terrified

that



DURING THE CIVIL W AK. 5^

with a narrative to be read thereon, was appointed by the

parliament, who Iffued their declaration of war againft Spain'^.

The prote6lor took a great deal of care of his new conquefl,

Jamaica j and within a very Ihort time after the return of Pcna

and Venables, fent a confiderable fupply thither, and a ft^ua-

dron of men of war. Thefe troops were commanded by co-

lonel Humphreys, but major Sedgwick went with him, and had

a commiflion to be governor of the illand '. When they came

thither, they found things in a much better pofture than they

expected. Colonel Doily, to whom Fortefcue, on account of

ficknefs, had refigned his command, was a perfon fo indefati-

gable, that he had fubdued all the oppofition he met with, and

driven the Spaniards out of the Ifland, notwithllranding they

had fortified themfelves in two or three places very flrongly, and

had been abundantly fupplied with artillery and ammunition

from Cuba^.

It is eafy to account for the different behaviour of thefe men
here, and at Hifpaniola. They fought there for the profit of

tr.ot they fell down in a fwoon, and were burned. The vice-roy, her lord,

had opportunity fufficient to have efcaped ; but when he faw his lady aud

daiighier, whom he lived excecdinoly, in ihat dreadfoi fituation, unabU to

furvive their lofs, he faM, he would die where they died ; and tenderly em-

biacing the former, perlflied wiih them, together with one of their fons Two
fons, and three daughters, one of the latter an infant of twelve months olJ,

with ninety other perfons, the wretched remains of this, fcene of horror and

ruin, were faved. Geneial Montague is very copious in his praifes of the

young marquis, whom he defcribes as 2 mcft ingenious, learned, and accom*

plifhed youth of about fixtcen. Soon after their arrival in England, this young

nobleman and his brother were brought from Chclfea, where they refided, and

prefentcd to the protc£lor at Whitehall, who treated them with great kindnefs

and generofity, and in a flioit Ipace, as we have before obiervsd, let them at

liberty.

" Whitlocke's memorials, p. 653, where we find, that the thanks alfo of

the parliament, by the fpeaker, were, in purfuancc of their refolution, given

to general Montague, for his great fervices done to the commonwealth by fei^

on his taking his Teat in the houfe. • Clarendon's hiftory of the

rebellion, vol. vi. p. 580. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 617. Heath's ciiro-

nicle, p. 377. Davies's hiftory of the civil wars, p, J48. Manlcy's hiftory

of the rebellion, p. 17a. Ludlow's memoirs, vti. ii. p. S3». See the pro-,

tenor's proclamation, inviting merchant* and others to fetile in the ifland, irj

Thurloc'i fidte pipers, voi. lii. f. 7J3. ^ li.ififii empire irj America,.

V. i. ii. p. 30a.

Others^
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others, but at this time for their own. They were then utterljf

unacquainted with the elimate, and fo lefs able to benr it; where-

as they were in fome meafure feafoned to it : yet this Colonel

Doily, vv'ho did fo much for the colony, was to be removed at

all events from the government, becaufe he had been formerly

a cavalier. Sedgwick, however, who was to have been his fuc-

cefTor, quickly died, and Co did Fortelcue j and Humphreys,

according to his orders, returned home with a fmall fleet ^

Upon this the protector difpatched another thoufand men frorai

Scotland, with one Colonel Brayne, who was to take the go-

vernment out of Colonel Doily's hands : but he likewife dying,

almofl; as foon as he fet his foot on the ifland. Doily Hill conti-

nued in the exercife of his authority, and v/ith great Ikill and in-

tegrity managed all things there to the time of the Reftoration ;

and then Jamaica was become, through his care and vigilance,

a very confiderable, and, for the time it had been fettled, a very

populous plantation ".

We are now to return to the proceedings of the fleet in the

Mediterranean. Admiral Blake continued to cruize before the

haven of Cadiz, and in the Straits, till the month of April 1657;
and having then information of another plate-fleet, which had

put into the haven of Santa-cruz in the illand of Tenerifl^, he im-

mediately failed thither, and arrived before the town the 20th of

April "'. Here he found the flota, confifting of fix galleons very

richly laden, and ten other vcflels. The latter lay within the

port, with a fl:rong barricado before them •, the galleons without

the boom, becaufe they drev/ too much water to ly within it*

The port itfelf was {Irongly fortified, having on the north a large

caflle well fupplied with artillery, and feven forts united by a

line of communication, well lined with mulketeers. The Spanifh

governor thought the place fo fecure, and his own difpofitions

fo well made, that when the maft.er of a Dutch fliip defired

leave to fail, becaufe he apprehended Blake would prefently at*

' Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 533. Britifh empire in America, vol. ij,

p. 309, 310. " Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 557. See the wlioje of ihefe

tranfaflions in a treatife intitled, Jamaica viewed, with all the ports, harbours,

&c. by E. H. i. e. Edmund Hickeringhill, London, 1661, 8vo. w Ch-
rendon's hidorj' of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. Coo. Daviei's iiiftory of the civil

wars, p. 357. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 383.

tack
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t'fldc the fliips in the harbour, the Spaniard anfwered tartly,

** Get you gone, if you will, and let Blake come, if he dares *."

The admiral; after viewingjhe enemy's preparations, called a

council of war, wherein it was refolved to attempt deftroying the

enemy's fhips , for it was impoffible to bring them oft : and to

this end ^e fent captain Stayner with a fquadron to attack them,

who foon forced his paffage into the bay, while other frigates

played on the forts and line, and hindered them from giving the

fhips much difturbance. Stayner's fquadron was quickly fup-

ported by Blake with the whole fleet, who boarded the Spanilli

galleons, and in a few hours made himfelf mafler of them all,

and then fet them on fite ; fo that the whole Spanifh fleet vvas

burnt down to the water's edge, except two fliips which fiink

outright •, and then, the wind veering to S. W. he pafTed with

liis fleet fafe out of the port again, lofing in this dangerous at-

tempt no more than forty-eight men killed, and having abouc

1 20 wounded y. It was without queftion the boldeft undertaking

of its kind that had ever been performed, and the Spaniards,

who are romantic enough in their own conduct, were fo much

afloniflied at his, that they quite loft their fpirits, and thence-

forward never thought themfelves fafe either from numbers or

fortifications ^.

When the prote£lor had the news of this glorious fuccefs, he

immediately fent it by his fecretary Thurloe to the parliament

then fitting ; and they, on hearing the particulars^ ordered a day

to be fet apart for a thankfgiving, a ring of the value of 50a

pounds to the general as a teftimony of his country's gratitude,

a prefent of 100 to the captain who brought the news, and their

thanks to all the officers and foldiers Concerned in the a£lion^.

X Heath's chron, p. 391. Bates's elehcus motuum, parti), p. ^^^. J Mar,-

ley's hifiory of the rebellion, p. 274, 275. The perfeft politician, or the life

aftd aftions of Oliver Cromvweil, p. 128, 129. See the letter of Thomas May-

rrard, Efq; the Er.glifh conful at Lifbon, to Mr. Secretary Thurloe, acquainting

him with the news of this great vi£tory, dated the 6th of June, 1657, in Thur-

loe's ftate papers, vo!. vi. p, 312. * Clarendon, vol. vi. p. 6oi. Heaths

chronicle, p. 392. Davies's hiftry of the civil wars, p. 357. Sir Philip War-

wick's memoirs. Bates, Echard, Kennet, Rapin. a Heath's chronicle,

p. 391. Whithcke's memorials, p. C6r. The perfeft politician, or the life anj

death of Oliver Cromwell, p. 321, See the protei>or's letter to general BUke up"

on this otcafion, dated Whitehall, June 10, 1657, in Thuiloe's flate papers, voL

vj, p. 342. '

Vol. II. H Captain
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Captain Richard Stayner, returning foon after, was knighted by

the prote6:or ^ : nor was it long before Blake and the fleet re-

turned, which put an end to the Spanifh war by fea; for the

protcclor had lately entered into a clofer conjun61:ion with

France, and, in confequence thereof, fent over a body of land-

forces into Flanders, where they aflifled in taking the fortrefs

and port of Dunkirk, which was delivered into the hands of the

Engliili, who kept it till after the Reftoration <^.

There had been for fome years a very fharp war carried on in

the north between the kings of Sweden and Denmark, which in

its confequences was like to afFe£l the reft of Europe, efpecially

the maritime powers <*. The Dutch faw that thek trade to the

Baltic would be ruined if the king of Sweden prevailed, who
was now become the fuperior both by land and fea ; they there-

fore refolved to fend a fleet to the afliftance of the Danes, which

they did, and thereby faved Copenhagen ^. In England It was

judged to be of no lefs confequence to fuccour the Swedes; yet

it was not thought proper to avow the defign, as the Dutch had

done, and therefore Sir George Ayfcue, who was drawn out of

his retirement to command upon this occafion, had orders to ac-

cept a commiflion as admiral from the king of Sweden, which

"would have enabled him to a6l more effectually for his fervice,

than the Dutch did in favour of their allies.

This was in the year 165S ; but it was fo late in the feafon,

that the fquadron was not able to reach Copenhagen for the ice f.

6 Heath's chronicif, p. 591, who (fays he) cieferved that honour from a better

hand, nor did his irerit mifs it. See the JIft of Oliver's lords, baronets, and

knights, at the end of the perfefl politician, or life and death of Oliver Cromwell,

p, a63. ' Clsrendon's biflory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p, 640, 644. Lud-

low's memoirs, voT, ii. p. 560, 561, 671. Whitlocke's memorial, p. 665, 673,

^74. Thus'oe's ftate papers, vol. vi. p. 35, 63, 87,337. vol. vii. fp. 151,

155. 'S6, 160, 160, 173. Memoires de Montglat, torn. ir. p. 174—179, Me-
moires p. ur fcrvir a Thiftoire d'Anne d'Autriche,' par madame de Motteville,

tome w. p. 267—171. edit. 1750. Qu'ncy biftoire militaire de Louis XIV. tome i,

p. 233— 136. d Whitlocke's memorials, p. 6S5. Heath's chronicle, p. 397.

Bates's elciicus motuonn, part ti. p. ;28, 1x9. Bjfnage annales dea provinces

unief, tome i. p. 383. Lc Clerc hift. des provinces unies, tome ii, liv. xiii. Ntu-
viUe hifloire de Holiande, tome iii. liv, ii. e Bafnage annales des pro-

vinces unies, toms i. p. 52T. Le Clerc hiftoiie des provinces unies, tome i. liv.

I ?. Neoviile hiftoire cle Hollarde, tome iii. liv. 11. f Heath's chronicle, p.

416. Th'^rloe's rtate paper?, vol. vii. p, 411, 509, jro, jij^ 528, ^2^, 541, 550,
5S1.

All
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All expeditions by fea are liable to great uncertainty, even

when planned with the greateft flcill. The protector and his

council projedled this. Sir George Ayfcue went in a Swedifh

fliip with a number of gallant ofBcers attached to him, and re-

folved to follow his fortunes ; but the Englilli fquadron was

commanded by vice-admiral Goodfon, who was to a<^ in con-

junction with Sir George, when he publilhed hisSwedifii com-

miflion. But, this fleet being long retarded by contrary winds,

the proteclor died in the mean time. However, Richard, pur-

fuing his father's fcheme, had fent it; and on account of the ice,

as is before mentioned, this fleet returned again to England,

without eftedling any thing, to the great joy of the Danes and

the Dutch. This difappointment, joined to the many difficulties

arifen upon the demife of Oliver, it was generally conceived that

the Englifli would have meddled no farther in this affair s. It

proved otherwife, however; for a flout fleet was fitted out, and

fent into the Baltic under the command of admiral Montague,

who had acquired a great reputation by ferving in conjunction

with Blake. He had, belides his commiflion of admiral, ano-

ther, whereby he was joined in the negociation in tlie north v.'irh

the ambafladors Sidney and Honeywood*". He arrived at Co-

penhagen, and managed his affairs with great dexterity; for he

avoided coming to blows, that he might not begin anew Dutch

war, compelled the king of Sweden, by talking to him in apro-

per ftyle, to think of peace, to which he was otherwife very

little inclined, and while he did all this, ande:.ccuted efFedual-

ly the duties of thofe high offices with which he was intrufted,

he entertained a fecret correfpondence with the king, and dil-

pofed all things on board the fleet for his fervice >.

When meafures were concerted for Sir George Booth's rifing,

which was the laft attempt made in favour of his majeity before

his reftoration, notice of it was given to admiral Montague at

B Bafiiage annales des provinces unies, tome i. p. 555. h Clarendon's

ilfto-y of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 656, 730. Hesth's chronicle, p. 416. Thur"
loe*; ftate papers, vol. vii. p 616, 636. i See general Monrague's ieiters

to the kings of Siveden anJ Denmark, as alfj (n the Dutch acmira! Opd-im. Stc
his letter to fecretary Thurloe. Sec the proteftar 11 clu'd Ct..mwel;'3 Ittter to

f-neral Montague in Thurloe's flate papers, vol. vii, p. 644, 651, 665. Whit-
kcke'i memorials, p. 7^0. Heath's chronicle, p, 416.
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Copenhagen, who inftantly refolved to return to England. His

fcllow-anibaiTadors, who were very able men, and very hearty

republicans, had by this time gained fome intelligence.of hisln-

tercourfe with the king, and therefore intended to have feized

him in cafe lie came afliore ^. He was wife enough never

to put it in their power, and took care alfo to run no rilk in

returning without orders; for haying called a council of war, he

complained to them that proviiions grew fliort, and that it would

be a very difficult thing to fupplythemfelves in that part of the

"world, there being a Dutch fleet there at the fame time. Upon
this it was unanimoufly refolved to fail home immediately ; and

this refolution was no fooner taken, than the admiral weighed

anchor, and returned to England ', very opportunely, and very

unexpectedly.

On his arrival he found things in quite another fituation than

he expciTted, Sir George Booth had been defeated and taken

prifoner, and the old parliament was again rellored ; fo that

admiral Montague, though he had forty fail of flout Hiips under

his command, and thefeamen much at his devotion, yet thought

it fafeft to leave the fleet, and to come up freely and give an

account of his condudl to the parliament; which he did in Sep-

tember 1659, and was afterwards allowed to retire to his houfe

in the country™. The command of the fleet was then intrufted

with admiral Lawfon, who continued in the channel with a lar-

ger fquadrou of fliips than ordinary, till general Monk came out

of Scotland ". As foon as the deligns of that great man began

to ripen, he propofed that Montague fliould be recalled, and re-

rcftored to the command of the navy ; which was accordingly,

done, and the fupreme power in maritime afl'airs veiled in hinj

and Morik«.

^, Clarendoi's hiftotv of the rehellion, vol. vi. p. 731, i Claiendoa,

Jhjd. Heath's chronicle, p. 426. Sec Algernon Sydney's lertcr to the counc;) oli"

flate, dj'cd Copenhagen, Augutt 21, 1659, complaining bitterly ot" the general's

iailing without his concurrence and that othis colleagues. "^ Clarendon,

•o\. \l, f. j'yZ, Manley's hiflory of" the rebellion, p. z8i. Heath's chronicle, p.

4a6. * Clarendon, vol. vi. p. 728. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 666, Wbit-

iCLJce's JTf morials, p. 69c. A perfed diurnal of tvery day's proceedings in parlia-

inent, Lotidoa, iC^^, ^t , N°. i. p. 3. o Ciarerdon, vol. vi. p, 729.

Heath's chronicif, p. 439. Whitlftke's mernorials, p, 6p;. Ludluw's memoirs,

"'x>;. ii. y. 863. G'.iinoic's iile oi' Mnnic, p. »6.},
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Admiral Montague went inftantly to his command, and was

wot a little lurprized to find that Lawfon and the reft of the of-

ficers were much better inclined to the intended change than he

expe(fted •, and therefore he did not much diflemble either his

inclinations or intentions. On the fourth of April 1660, he re-

ceived his Majefty's letter, and caufed it to be read publicly in

the fleet ; immediately after which, without waiting for the par-

liament's orders, he failed for Holland, and fent an ofF.cer to

the Hague, to inform the king that he was ready to receive

him P.

We have thus,without entering deep into politics, run through

the naval tranfadllons of this memorable period, and have now

only the lives of the moft eminent leamen who tlouriftied there-

in to employ our care. But, previous to this, it may not he

improper to obferve, that it was wholly owing to the unanimity

pf our failors, and their generous difregard to domeliic broils,

that we obtained io niany glqrious viclories at fea, and fpread

the terror of the Englifh name abroad, when the Englilh na-

tion at home was on the brink of deftruclion ; that the parlia-

ment followed the king's fteps exa(£lly, in claiming the honour

of the flag, averting the foyereignty of the feas, and looking

with a jealous eye on the encroachments of the French and

Dutch ; that in all our naval expeditions we came off with ho-

nour, and moftly with victory •, whereas, in conjunct expedi-

tions, wherein land were joined with fea forces, we were lels

fortunate 5 that our readinefs in prote^Tting trade, and refolutioa

to revenue any infults on our honour, contributed not a little t>j»

P See the king's letter to the generals of the navy at fea, together with his M^.

jefty's declaration to the captains, commanders, and fejrnen belonging to the

fleet, cSi'c. London, 1660, 4to. Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p.

768. Wliitlocke's memorials, p, 701. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 435,

Heath's chronicle, p. 446. In the ii)inu,tfs of ihe journal of admiral Montague,

afterwards ear! of Sandwich, printed in Kennet's chronicle, p. 144. that noble

perfon tells u?, that Sir John Grenvilk cacne on board the NalLbvjOnThjrfday, May
the tenth, about ten of the clock at uiijht, with a meifage from general Monk, that

the king's friends judged his Majefty's prefent repair to London was abioiutely ne-

ceflary ; and therefore dcfired him to fail, and waft the king over, which he pro
mifed to do; and fent Sir [ohn over in the Speaker, to afTure ihe king the fl-ct

Jhouli attend him, which it accordingly did, the admiral failin;; for the Dutcli codft

the next day.

the
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the extending our commerce, and raifing our reputation ; laftly,

that thefe advantages were all the nation had to balance a mul-

tituJe of misfortunes, our country being haraffed and deftroyed

by contending parties, our induftry difcouraged by fo long a

war, and moft of our manufaclures ruined.

On the other hand, the iniquitous oppreflions, the hypocri-

tical diffimulations, the fcandalous outrages on our moft excel-

lent conftitution, were fo notorious, that we muft have become

very defpicable in the eyes of our neighbours, but for the cou-

rage and condu£l of our feanien ''. Amongft whom, all parties

have agreed to give the firft rank to one who brought no other

qualities than good fenfe, and a bold fplrit, when he afTumed

the command of the Englifh fleet; and yet foon became the

ableft failor in it, and as fuch claims our firfl regard.

MEMOIRS OF Admiral BLAKE.

HIS defcent was very honourable, the family from which

he fprung having been long fettled at Plansfield, in the

parifh of Spaxton in Somerfetfhire^ Mr. Humphry Blake, his

father, was a Spanifli merchant, and having acquired a confi-

derable fortune for the times in which be lived, bought a fmall

eftate in the neighbourhood of Bridgewatcr, where his family

had been long fettled. He had feveral children, of whom the

eldeft was Robert, whofe life we arc now to write. He was

born in the month of Auguft 1598, and, during his father's life-

time, was educated at a free fchool in Bridgewater '. He af-

terwards removed to Oxford, where he was firfl: a member of

St. Alban's-hall, and next of Wadham-college. After taking

a degree, and meeting with more than one difappointment in his

endeavours to obtain academical preferment, he left the unlver-

fity, when he had {laid there feven years '.

S See the conclufion of Lord Clarendon's hifi^ory, ard r,f Sir Philip WaS
wick's memoirs. ' Woua s laOi Oxon. vol. i. co). 203. Lives, 6011.11

a5<J foieign, vol. ii. p. 75. » Wood, ubi fuprs. t Lives,

EniSin) and fofcign, vol. ii. Lord Claiendon's hillory of tiie rehcUion, vol. vi. p.
6pi. The ptrfeit poUtic.an, or the life and d aih of Oliver Ciomviell, p.

During
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During his refldence in that feat of the mufes, he fufiiciently

difplayed his temper, which in reality was that of a humourift,

ufually grave, and in appearance morofe ; but inclined in an

evening, and with particulai" friends, to be very chearful, though

(till with a tln£lure of feverity, which difpofed him to bear hard

on the pride of courtiers, and the power of churchmen ; which,

as the noble hiftorian well obferves, rendered him very agree-

able to the good-fellows in thofe days-, though whether there

was any ground from this difpofition of his to conclude him a

republican, is, I think, not eafy to be determined". This is

certain, that his reputation for probity, and his known averfion

to perfecution, engaged the Puritans to promote his eleftion as

a burgefs for Bridgewater, in the parliament which fat in April

1640''.

That afTembly was difTolved too early for Mr. Blake to make

any difcovery therein of his talents as afenator; and in the long

parliament, which fat foon after, he loft his eledlion. When
the war broke out between the king and the parliament, he de-

clared for the latter, and took arms very early in their fervice
;

but where, and in what quality, is not very clear. However,

he was very foon made a captain of dragoons, in which ftatlon

he (hewed himfelf as able and adlive an officer as any in rhe fer-

vice, and as fuch was conftantly employed upon all occafions,

where either boldnefs or dexterity were particularly requifite ^.

In 1643 we find him at Briftol, under the command of colo-

nel Fiennes, who intruded him with a little fort on the line, in

which he firft gave the world a proof of his military virtues j

for, on the 26th of July, when Prince Rupert attacked that im-

portant place, and the governor had agreed to furrender it upon

articles, Mr. Blake ftill held out his fort, and killed feveral of

the king's forces. This exafperated Prince Rupert to fuch a de-

gree, that he talked of hanging him, had not fome friends in-

terpofed, and excufed him on account of his want of experience

*" Clircndon's !iiftory of she rcbtllion, vol. vi. p. 6oz. ^ Lives Eng-

li/h and foreign, vol. ii. p. 76. Ruliworth's co!leflion«, under the year 1640,

p. II 1 1. * Wood's fafti Oxon, vol. i. coi. 104. Bates's c^encus mo-

tnutn, pirt ii. p. ii8, The pcrfeO poljucu;i, or the li/'e and death of Oliver

Cromwell, p. xzS,

in
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in war ; and at their requefl, though not without much dlfli-

culty, he was at laft prevailed on to give up the fort y.

After this he ferved in Somerfetfhire, under the commando*'

Popham, who was governor of Lyme, to whofe regiment Blake

was Heutenant-colonel. As he was much beloved in his coun-

try, and as the greateftpart of the regiment were Somerfetfliire

men, he had fo good an intelligence in thofe parts, that he, in

conjundion with Sir Robert Pye, furprized Taunton for the

parliament, where he found ten pieces of cannon, and a great

deal of ammunition ^-. In 1 644, he was conflituted governor of

that place, which was of the utmoft importance, being the only

garrifon the parliament had in the weft. The works about it

were far from being ftrong. He had no very numerous garri-

fon •, yet, by keeping a ftricl difcipline, and treating the townf-

men well, he made a fhift to keep it, though no great care was

taken to furniih him with fupplies, and notwithftanding he was

fometimes befieged, and often blocked up by the king's forces.

At length general Goring came before the place with near

ten thoufand men, and prefTed Blake {o clofe, that he carried all

the outworks, and adlually took from him a part of the town.

However, he held out the reft of it and the caftle with won*

derful obftinacy till relief came •, for which extraordinary fervicc

the parliament gave the garrifon a bounty of two thoufand

pounds, and honoured colonel Blake with a prefent of five hun-

dred pounds. All who have prefcrved the memory of the fig-

nal events in that unhappy war, allow this to have been a fm-»

gularly gallant and foldier-hke atSlion*.

Colonel Blake, in April 1646, marched with a detachment

from his garrifon, and reduced Dunfter-caftle, a feat belonging

to the ancient family of Lutterel, the troops pofted therein ha-

ving given great difturbance to the country ; which was the laft

military atchievement he performed during this war''. On the

y Clarendon's hiftorv af the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 6oi. « Whitlocke'g

memoriiils, p. 95. Ruihworth's collt<flions, under thf year 1644, p. 685. Lud-

low's niemoiis, voK i. p. 113. * Rufhworih's collc(ftions, under the

"
year 1645, p. aS. Heath's chronicle, p. 76, 77, 8t. Ludlow's memoirs, vol, i,

p. 135, 144, 151. »6i. Wliiilocke's memorials, p, 107, 144, I46. b Heath's

chronicle, p. to6. Whitlocke's memorials, p. joj, Davi«i's hift, of the civil

wars, p. 1S7. Lu;low'.3 memoirs, vol. i. p. 171.

twenty^i
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twenty-fourth of December following, the parliament ordered

jfive hundred pounds to be paid him for difbanding fome forces'^.

When the parliament voted that no further addrefles fliould be

made to the king, Blake, as governor o£ Taunton, was prevail-

ed upon to join in an addrefs of thanks to the houfe of com-

mons, for having taken this ftep. I fay, prevailed upon ; be-

caufe this could never have been agreeable to his own fentiments

3f what the writer of his life tells us be true, that, when the

king canie to be tried, Blake difapproved that meafure as bar-

barous In itfeif, and illegal in its nature; infomuch that he was

^frequently heard to fay, «« He would as freely venture his life

** to fave the king, as ever he did to ferve the parliament <^."

This expreiTion, however, we mull: attribute rather to the

generofity of his temper, than to his political principles ; fince,

after the king was murdered, he fell in roundly with the repub-

lican party, and, next to Cromwell and Ircton, he was the

ableft and moft fuccefsful officer they had. One would wonder

how fo honeft and difinterefted a perfon could take a {hare in

fuch meafures as were certainly contrived by men of quite ano-

ther ftamp ; but it feems he fatisfied himfelf in all thefe chan-

ges with the integrity of his own purpofc, of adhering, as far

as he was able, to his country's intereft, and exerting his ut-

imoft capacity to exalt her glory. Thefe, though noble qualifi-

cations of themfelves, gave men of lefs honour, and more cun-

ning, an opportunity of uflng his great abilities and undaunted

courage for the furtherance of their own private views, with

which he grew afterwards very uneafy, and fome fay his difcon-

tent fwelled fo high, that it became at length a mortal difeafe.

It is not eafy to guefs what induced the parHament to make
choice of him, who had always ferved as a horfe-officer, to take

the fupreme command of the fleet. All ourhiftorians and me-
moir-writers are lilent as to their motive ; and therefore 1 hope

the reader will excufe me if I hazard a conjeflure on this head.

The parliament had lately taken upon themfelves the rank,

though not the title, of ftates-general, and therefore might be

inclined to make ufe of deputies for the direction both of fleets

c Whitlocke's rremoriais, p. 231. .
d Lives Englifh and foreign,

vol. ii. p. 87.

Vol. II. I and
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and armies, xA\o were to judge in great points, and to be obey*

ed by fuch as were Ikilful in their profefiion, either as feamen

or foldiers •, for, in their judgment, to command was one thing,

and to a6l another. On the 12th of February 1648-9, he was

appointed one of the commiffioners of the navy, and upon the

21ft an acl paiTed, as we have elfewhere taken notice, appoint-

ing him, in conjun6lion with Deane and Popham,to command

the fleet. His firft fervice was driving Prince Rupert's fieet

from the Irilh coaft, and then following him into the Mediter-

ranean. This gave his mafters high fatisfaftion, both in refpeiH:

to his capacity and his fidelity in their fervice, which they hke-

tvife acknowledged very obligingly'. His condu£l indeed was

equally prudent and fuccefsful ; for it not only put an end to

that kind of piratical war, which did fo much da«iage to trade,

but alfo flruck fuch a terror into the Spaniards and Portugueze,

as to prevent all thofe difputes which otherwife would have

naturally happened on the appearance of fo new a power in

Europe, as the commonwealth of England.

In the month of February 1651, Blake, in his return home-

'ft'ards, took a French man of war of forty guns; in refpe£l to

which a<Slion there happened fome circumftances that certainly

deferve to be particularly mentioned. The admiral commanded

the captain on board him, and alked him, if he was willing to

lay down his fword ? He anfwered, he was not; upon which

Blake gcneroufly bid him return to his fhip, and fight it out as

long as he was able. The captain took him at his word, fought

him bravely for about two hours, and then fubmitting, went

ngain on board Blake's fliip, firft kified and then prefented his

fword to the admiral upon his knees. This fliip, with four

more, the admiral fent into England; and not long after arri-

ving at Plymouth with his fquadron, he there received the thanks

of the parliament for his vigilance and valour in his ftation, and

was conftituted one of the lords wardens of the cinque ports, as

an additional mark of their efteem and confidence •".

In March following, colonel Blake, colortels Popham and

Deane, or any two of them, were again appointed by adt of

parliament to be admirals and generals of the fleer for the year

c Whitlocke's memn-aN, p. 381, 383. f Whitlockc's memorials,

p. ;]87, 48.8, Lives Eiii^Iiili and iorcign, Tol. ii. p. p*j P3.

enfuing,
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enfuing, in wliich he reduced the iflands of Scilly, Guernfey,

and Jerfey, to the obedience of the parliament ; and, as a new-

mark of honour, he was, on the 25th of November, ele6led one

of the council of ftate. When the neceffity of a Dutch war be-

came apparent, the parliament gave the highefl teftimony of their

fenfe of his merit, and of their entire confidence in his conduct,

by conftituting him, in March 1652, fole general of the fleet for

nine months. But though I mention this as a proof that they

were apprehenfive of the war, yet, as I have faid elfewherCj

there is no appearance of their judging a rupture to be fo near

as it really was ; otherwife they would certainly have fent Blake

to jfea with a better fleet s. We have already given a diftindt

account of the firft battle in the Downs, on the
1
9th of May,

1652, excepting feme circumftances which relate to Blake, and

which were therefore refcrved for this place.

When he obferved Van Tromp bore nearer his fleet than he

had any occafion to do, he faluted him with two guns without

ball, to put him in mind of ftriking fail 4 upon which the Dutch-

man, in contempt, fired on the contrary fide. Blake fired a

fecond and a third gun, which Van Tromp anfwered with a

broadfide: the Englifli admiral perceiving his intention to fight,

detached himfelf from the reft of the ficet to treat with Van

Tromp upon that point of honour, and to prevent the effufion

of blood, and a national quarrel : when Blake approached

nearer to Van Tromp, he and the reft of his fleet, contrary to

the law of nations (the Englifh admiral coming with a defign

to treat), fired on Blake with whole broadfides. The admiral

"was in his cabbin drinking with fome oSicers, little expe<Sling

to be faluted, when the fhot broke the windows of the llhip,

and fiiattered the ftern, which put him into a vehement paffion,

fo that curling his whiilcers, as he ufed to do whenever he was

angry, he commanded his men to anfwer the Dutch in their

kind, faying, when his heat was fomewhat over, " he took it

« very ill of Van Tromp that he fliould take his fhip for 4

<* bawdy-houfe, and break his waidov/s." Blake fingly fuftain-

ed the lliockof the Dutch fleet for fome time, till his own fiups,

g Cl-irendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 459. Whitlocke's memo-

rials, p. 5i;. Heath's chronicle, p. 314. Vic de Cromwell, voJ.ii. p, 154.

I 2 an.l
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and the fquadron under major Bourne could join them ; and

then the engagement grew hot on both, and bloody on the ene=

my's fide, till night put an end to it ^

After this battle, Blake lay in the Downs for a confiderable

time, which he fpent in repairing and augmenting his fleet, and

in detaching fmall fquadrons to cruize upon the enemy. About

the beginning of June, finding he had force enough to under-

take any fervice, he caufed a fokmn faft to be held on board

his fhips, to implore the bleffing of God on their arms ; and

encouraged his feamen by the example of his zeal on this occa-

fion, as much as he had ever done by his perfonal bravery in a

time of action '. In the fpace of this month, he fent forty

rich prizes into the river, and fo efredlually ruined the Dutch

trade, and broke the fpirits of fuch as were appointed to fup-

port it, that moft of their vefTels declined coming through the

channel, even under convoy ; chufing rather to put into French

ports, land their cargoes there, and afterwards tranfport them

to Holland, by land or water, as they could *=.

In the beginning of July, finding Sir George Ayfcue return-

ed from Barbadoes, and a force fufficient to guard the Downs,

he refolved to fail northwards, to execute a dcfign he had long

meditated, of deflroying the herring-fifliery, which he thought

would have put an immediate end to the war, by convincing

the Dutch of the folly of difputing our fovereignty in our own

feas. This appears to have been the moft judicious fcheme laid

down through the whole war j becaufe it tended to clear the

ground of the quarrel, and to fliew the Dutch their error in

difputing with a nation, who had it in their power to diftrefs

them at any time in the tendereft part ; that which afforded

a fubliftence to many, and was the main fource of wealth to

all'.

On the fecond of July, Blake bore away to the north, and

quickly fell in with the Dutch fifliing vefTels, which were there

in great numbers, under the protedlion of twelve men of war.

h Whitlocke's memorials, p. 533. Davics's hid. of the civil war«, p. 328.

I.ives Englilh and foreign, vol. ii. p, 99, i Whitlocke's memorials,

p. 534' '' Heith's chronicle, p. 322. Vic de Cromwell. ^ Whit-
locke's memorials, p. 540. Heath's chronicle, p. 311. Hjfloire de Hulland par

iVf. de la NeuviJlf , tome iii. p. 66.

^
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Blake attacked their convoy, and they, knowing the importance

pf their charge, and having taken on board a great fupply of

frefli men from the velTels under their care, fought bravely,

and fold their freedom dearly •, but at lafi: were every one taken,

which left the fifliery intirely at the admiral's mercy, who

upon this occafion fliewed the retflitude of his heart, and the

fohdity of his underftanding ; for having firft threatened thofe

bulTes with utter deftrufftion, if ever they were found there

again without leave, he afterwards freely permitted them to

compleat their ladings, on their paying the tenth herring,

which was what King Charles demanded ; and where this was

refufed, he funk or drove away their fliips ™.

This moft important fervice is far from being properly treat-

ed by our own writers j but the Dutch, who felt the weight

of the blow, have fet it in a true light. They acknowledge the

fa£l, as I have ftated it, in every circumflance, except the ta-

king the whole convoy, of which they tell us one ihip efcaped,

and afllgn fo good a reafon for it, that I am apt to think the

fa6l is true. The captain Bed, fay they, as foon as he heard

Blake was coming ; but an ingenious author obferves, that

Tromp's not following Blake time enough, was the ruin of their

fifhery. And though, fays he, the herring-fifliery may appear

contemptible to ftrangers, or to fuch as do not refledl that com-

merce is, as it were, the foul of fome ftates
;
yet it is of infinite

confequence in Holland, on account efpecially of the vaft num-

ber of Ihips employed therein, which amount to more than

three thoufand every year". Befides, there are an incredible

multitude of people employed in feveral forts of works relating

to this fifhing; infomuch that Mr. de Witte, who computed

the inhabitants of Holland at two millions and a half, thought

that near half a million acquifed a fufiftence fi'om their fifliery".

If therefore the parliament had purfued Blake's fcheme, and

had Rationed a flout fquadron on the coaft of Scotland, they

ro Clarendon's hidory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 461. Davies's hiftory

of the civil wars, p. 3x9. Heath's chronicle, page 3xi. Whitlocke, ubi fu-

pra. Manley's hiftory of the rebellion, p. a(54.. " Dafnage annaies

dcs provinces unies, tome i. p. 158. * Mcmoifi dc Jeaa de Witte,

p. 30.

muil
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muft have quickly ended this war on any terms they had thought

Jit to prefcribe.

I muft upon this occafion take notice of the only cenfurc I

have met with on our admiral's conducV, as I find it reported

by lieutenant-general Ludlow, who fays, that fome thought the

rcleafing the herring-bufles, and fuffering the feamen to return

fafely into Holland, was not to be juftified ; becaufe, by the

help of thefe veflels, we might have been enabled to erecl a

fifhery, and thereby have obtained fome reparation for the da-

mages fuftained from the Dutch, and by detaining their ma-

riners, they muft have been exceedingly weakened and diftref-

fedP. There is, I muft own, fomething very plaufible in this

objeftion j and yet, when it is thoroughly conlidered, I believe

it will appear, that the admiral took the better courfe. He

found moft of thefe bulTes near harbours, into which they

would have undoubtedly run, had he proceeded to extremities,

^he men on board thefe veflels were between fix and feveu

thoufand. To have deftroycd fo many, would have been an

a£l: of great cruelty, and to have taken them, confidering he

had already above a thoufand prifoners, would," upon the whole,

have proved but an imprudent ftep; fo that, confidering him

as a brave man, an Englilhman, and a Chriftian, one cannot

well avoid commending him for fo generous a behaviour towards

enemies. The Dutch writers readily acknowledge his courtefy

and magnanimity^, which I doubt not was approved by the

parliament, who, however they came by their authority, ufed

it with honour and moderation, and thereby fet a proper ex-

ample to the ofEcers they employed.

His fubfequent condu6l during the Dutch war has been alrea-

dy thoroughly accounted for, and therefore I fiiall only take no-

tice here of the method our admiral took to keep the feamen

eafy, notwithftanding all the changes that happened in the

government. He told them, it was his and their bufinefs to

acl faithfully in their refpediva ftations, and to do their du-

ty to their country, whatever irregularities there might be in

P Ludlow's memoirs, vol. i. p. 410. This charge is tranfcrihed in columns

roft^-ata, p, 99. 1 particularly Bafnage, tome i. p, 158. and tlie writer

of Tromp's life,

the
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the councils at home, and would often fay amongft his officers,

that ftate-affairs were not their province, but that they were

bound to keep foreigners from fooling us^ Thefe principles

rendered him agreeable to all parties, and gained him fo gene-

rally the reputation of a patriot, that when Cromwell, in his new
model of a parliament, left the populous town of Bridgewater

the choice of one reprefentative only, they very prudently fixed

on their countryman Mr. Blake ^ He was alfo very acceptable

to the prote6lor, though he was far enough from being his

creature ; Cromwell knew that he was by principle for a com-

monv^ealth, and therefore chofe to employ him abroad as much
as poiTible, knowing that contributed to the fafety of his govern-

ment, and that Blake's concern for the glory of England would

influence him to do all, and even more than any other man
could be excited to by views of intereft and ambition '.

"When he failed in 1654 into the Mediterranean, he came in

the month of December into the road of Cadiz, where he was

received with great refpect and civility by the Spaniards, and in-

deed by all nations as well as the Englifh, who were then in

port. A Dutch admiral would not wear his flag while the

Englifh admiral was in the harbour; one of the victuallers at-

tending his fleet, being feparaied from the rell, fell in with the

French admiral and feven men of war near the Straits mouth.

The captain of the vidlualling-fioop was ordered on board the

admiral, who inquired of him where Blake was, drank his health

with five guns, and fo willied the captain a good voyage. The
Algerines flood in fuch awe of him, that they were wont to flop

the Sallee rovers, and, in cafe they had any prifoners on board,

took them out, and fent them to Blake, in hopes thereby of ob-

taining his favour y.

He failed from Cadiz to Malaga, and, while he lay in that

road, gave fuch a teflimony of heroic zeal for his country's ho-

nour as was fcarce ever equalled. Some of his Teamen, going

• Daviea's hiftory of the civil wars, p. j;;. The perfc<ft polit-ciar, or the li's

and death of Oliver Cromwell, p. 147. Lives Eii^^l'fn and foreign, vol. ii. p. 109.

* Hcjth's chronicle, p. 363. Whitiocke's memorials, p. 573. t Clareii.

don's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 6ci. " ^\'hit!ocke's memorials,

p. 609. Heath's chronicle, p. 36G. Vie de Cromwcli, vci. ii. p. 347. Lives

i-r:jMjh ii:d foiti^r., voi. ii. p. 113, 114.

' aHiore,
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afliore, met the hoft as it was carrying to fome Tick perfon, and

not only paid no refpedt thereto, but laughed at thofe who did.

The prieft who accompanied it highly reiented this, and put the

people on revenging the indignity ; upon which they fell upon

the failors, and beat fome of them very feverely. When they

returned on board, they complained of this ill ufage, and the

admiral inftantly fent a trumpet to the viceroy, to demand 1:he

prieft who was the author of this infiilt. The viceroy anfweredj

that he had no authority over priefts, and therefore could not

fend him. Upon this Blake fent a fecond mefiagCj that he would

not enter into the queftion, who had power to fend him ; but

that, if he was not fent within three hours, he would infallibly

burn the town about their ears. The inhabitants, to fa^e them-

felves, obliged the viceroy to fend the prieft, who, when he came

on board, excufed himfelf to the admiral on account of the be-

haviour of the faiiors. Blake with much calmnefs and compofure

told him, that, if he had complained of this outrage, he would

have punifticd them feverely ; for he would not fuft'er any of his

men to affront the eftablilhed religion of a place where he

touched; but he blamed him for fetting on a mob of Spaniards

to beat them, adding, " that he would have him and the whole

** world know, that none but an Englishman fliould chaftife

** an Englishman ^."

We have already mentioned the taking part of the plate-fleet

by captain Stayner, an incident of fuch confequence to Cromwell,

that the ingenious Mr. Waller wrote a poem to perfuade him to

lay hold of this opportunity, while the people were pleafed with

the fight of fo much Spanifh bullion, to work on their paffions,

and engage them to fet the crown upon his head ^. We have

likewife entered into a detail of the celebrated acSlion at Santa-

cruz, and have fhewn how glorious it was for his country and

his profeflion, no feaman having ever attempted any thing of that

kind before. But there is a circumftance yet behind, which will

perhaps redound more to his own glory than even the burning

of the Spaniftx fliips in fo well-fortified a port; His brother, cap-

tain Benjamin Blake, for whom he had a very tender affeftion,

being guilty of fome mifdemeanour or mifDehaviour in the a«Stion;

*" B'fhop Burnet's hiflory of his own times, vol. i. p, 80, 81, * \Val-

Jci'i pr>eni»> p. 2 '4.

he
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Is 2 wns, by fentence from Blake, removed from his fliip, and the
command of it given to another y.

This vras fuch an inftance of difinterefted difcipline as mufl:

have had a very ftrong effect on the minds of all who ferved

under him, fo that we need not wonder fuch extraordinary things

were performed by men fo ftriftly tied to their duty. To fay the

truthj difcipline is the foul of fervice. Men are apt to meafure

tlie confequences of things by the rewards and punifliments

tvhich attend them ; and if refolution purchafeS nothing, orneglecl:

is eafily excufed, an army or a fleet may, by the help of the land-

taylor and fliip-carpenter, make a fine fhew, but, after all, will

^rove a terror to none but thofe who are to pay them. An of-

ficer like Blake, who will do juftice upon his brother, wiH be

generally feared, highly admired, and yet fincerely beloved; his

failors will be ready to undertake any thing at his command, and

his a6ts of courage will fo far tranfcend what happens amonj^ft

the trifling and debauched pofterity even of thofe heroes, that

they will be glad, rather than attempt imitating, to ftyle that

temerity, which in its day pafTed only for a bold attempt.

In a fhort time after the defi:iu6lion of the enemy's fleet at

'I'eperlff, we find Blake cruizing again off the harbour of Cadiz,

where, perceiving his fliips were become foul, and that his own
health and fpirits hourly wore away, he refolved to fail for Eng-

land 2. His diftemper was a complication of dropfy and fcurvy,

brought upon him by being for three years together at fea, and

wanting all that time the convenlencies requifite for the cure of

his difeafe^. In his paffage home it increafed upon him, and he

became fo fenfible of his approaching end, that he freqaently in-

quired for land, a mark of his affecElion for his native foil, which,

however, he did not live to fee, dying as his fhip the St. George

entered Plymouth-found, on the i7thof Auguft, 1657, at about

fifty-nine years of age''. His body was the next day embalmed
and wrapped in lead, his bowels taken out, and buried in the

y Lives Engiifh and foreign, vol. ii. p, lii. z Heath's chronicic,

p. 401. a Bates's elencus motuum, part ii. p. 218. Wood's faQi Oxonien-
fis, vol. i. col. 104. Manley's hiftory of the rebellion, p. 173. Mercurius poli-

ficus, N°. 375. b Whidocke's memorials, p. 604. Davies's hiftory of the

civil wars, p. 337. Lord Clarendon's hidory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 6ox,

The perfect poiiticiau, or the life and death of Oliver Cromwell, p. mS.

Vol. II. K great
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great church at Plymouth, and his corpfe, by order of the pro-

teflor, conveyed by water to Greenwich-houfe, from whence he

refolved to have it carried in great pomp to Weftminfter-abbey,

and there interred with the utmoft folemnity, as the laft mark

of refpcft that could be paid by men to the noble fpirit which

once animated this tenement of clay *^.

On the fourth of September, after the corpfe had lain feve-

ral days in ftate, it was carried from Greenwich in a magnifi-

cent barge, covered witli velvet, adorned with efcutcheons and

pendants, accompanied by his brothers, remoter relations, and

their fervants, in mourning j by Oliver's privy council, the

commifTioners of the admiralty and navy, the lord-mayor and

aldermen of London ; the field-pfhcers of the army, and many

other perfons of honour and quahty, in a great number of

barges and wherries, covered with mourning, marllialled and

()rdered by the heralds at arms, who dire£led and attended the

folemnity. Thus they paffed to Weftminfter-bridge, and, at

their landing, proceeded in the fame manner, through a guard

of feveral regiments of foot, to the abbey. His dear friend,

general Lambert, though then in difgrace with the protedlor,

attending en his horfe. The funeral proceffion over, the body

•was interred in a vault, built on purpofe, in the chapel of

Henry VII i.

This was an honour which had been paid to the remains of

his predeceiTors, Deane and Popham, by the parliament; and

the protector would not be behind them in civility or magnifi-

cence, where it cofl fo little, and had a vifible tendency to raife

the credit of his adminiftration fo much. But very great of-

fence has been taken at the removing his body after the Refto-

ration. The writer af his life is particularly angry at this dif-

tui-bing of his bones ^. A late reverend author, to make the

injury (lill greater, tells us, that, at the Reftoration, his body

was taken out of the grave, and flung, with others, into a

« Carrmgton's Hf4 of Cromwell, p. J47. Ileath'j chronicle, p. 402. Lives

Englifh acd foreign, p. iii, ijj. d Wood's fafti Oxon. vol. i. col. icj.

Heath, p. 400, who fays, general Lambert's attendance was particularly remark,

fd. Echard's hiftory of England, p. 71;. and other hifluriaos. * Lives

Englilb ard foreign, p. 113, 114.

common
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common pit f. This had been a great indignity indeed ; but it

luckily fo happens, that the fa£l is not true.

An order was fent, fome time after the Reftoration, dire£ling

the dean and chapter of Weltminfter, to caufe fuch bodies, as

had been interred in that church during the troubles, to be re-

moved ; which we may the lefs wonder at, if we confider

that Cromwell's, Ireton's, Bradfliaw's, and Sir William Con-

ftable's bodies were all interred there. The order, therefore,

was general, and had no fort of diftin(Sl: or injurious reference

to this great admiral. So far from it, that it appears, by a

very authentic memorandum, that, on the 12th of September,

1 66 1, his corpfe was removed from the abbey, and decently

buried in the church-yard : neither could this be called taking it

out of the grave, fince the coffin ftood in a vault 2. Nay, to

flievv the refpe<n: the cavaliers or royalifts had for him, we need

only mention the characters that have been given him, fince

they come all, or at leaft the far greateft part of them, from

perfons of that party.

The earl of Clarendon fays, " He was the firft man that

** declined the old traft, and made it manifefl that the fcience

" might be attained in lefs time than was imagined ; and de-

*' fpifed thofe rules which had been long in practice, to keep

** his fliip and men out of danger, which had been held in

** former times a point of great ability and circumfpeClion ; as

** if the principal art requiCte in the captain cf a fhip, had been

** to be fure to come home fafe again. He was the Crft man.

*' who brought fliips to contemn caftles on fhore, which had

<« been thought ever very formidable, and were difcovered by

«' him to make a noife only, and to fright thofe who could be

" rarely hurt by them. He was the firft that infufed that pro-

«< portion of courage into the feamen, by making them fee by

" experience what mighty things they could do, if they were

" refolved ; and taught them to fight in fire, as well as upon

" water: and though he hath been very well imitated and

" followed, he was the firft that gave the example of that

f Ncale's hiflory of the Puritans, vol. iv. p, 174. 8 gifhop Kennet'sr

ycgiftcr and chronicle, p, 536.

K 2 ** 5tin4
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** kind of naval courage, and bold and refolutc atchieve-

" ments''."

Dr. Bate, in drawing his chara£ler, fays, " Ke was a man
" deferving praife even from an enemy. Being advanced to

*« a command at fea, he fubdued the Scilly-iflands near home;
*' and having attained the office and title of an admiral, per-

" formed things v/orthy of immortal memory abroad. For he

«< humbled the pride of France, reduced Portugal to reafon,

*' broke the naval force of Holland, and drove them to the

** fhelter of their ports, fupprened the rovers of Barbary, anci

** twice triumphed over Spain. Alone blameable in this, tha^

*' he complied with the parricides '." Honeft Anthony Wood,

who obferves, that he was admired and applauded by theroyal-

ifts, in his blunt manner, celebrates his praifes thus : " He
** was a man wholly devoted to his country's fervice, refolute

*' in undertakings, and moft faithful in the performance of

** them. With him, valour feldom milled its reward, nor

** covrardice its puniihment"^." We have a fine pi^ure of him

by Kennet, in his complete hiftory of England, and a very fair

one by Echard : to thefe, becaufe the lines were never printed

before, J will add a Ihort encomium in verfe.

While Portugal fhall her blefs'd Indies boaflr.

While Naples glories in her flow'ry coalV,

While pirates unto Afric's fhore refort.

While Tufcany's enrich'd by her fair port,

While the Dutch fifh, the Spaniard vaunts his mines.

To frealing conquefts while proud France inclines,

V/bile feas ftill roar, while fhips divide their waves.

While death, for fame, each gallant failor braves.

Thy praife fhall live; and future heroes take.

As C?efar's once— the nobler name of BLAKE.

^ in reference to the admirals Deane, Popharn, and Rainfbo-

jough, wc have very few, fcarce any, memorials left. As to

the firft, he is mentioned by lord Clarendon, as a perfon raifed

by his ov;n merit; and though this intitled him, when flain in

'» H\(\orY of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. di. '
'- 'Z.\:cxzs motuum, p. 313,

'' "
the
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the Dutch war, to a pompous funeral in "Weftminfter-abbey,

yet no care was taken to preferve to pofterity, either by tomb

or infcriptionj the memory of thofe military atchievemcnts by

which his reputation was acquired '. Colonel Popham was

raifed to the command of the fleet, rather out of regard to his

fidelity to the parliament, and his being known for a gallant

?md well-accompli{hed gentleman, than for any Ikill in fea-af-

fairs : and as to Rainfborough, we have already fiiewn how he

came in, and went out of the fleet, through the prejudice of

the failors againft him, particularly on the account of his pro-

moting a very fevere difcipline. After this, he returned to his

command in the army, where he made a confiderable figure,

chiefly by the favour of Cromwell, who is thought to have had

a greater regard for him than for any other perfon j and that

expofed him to the fury of the royalifts, who having furprifed

him in his quarters at Doncafler, to which place he came in

order to form the liege of Pomfret-caflle, on his making fome

refiftance, killed him •".

In refpecl to other famous feamen within this period, fuch

as Monk, Montague, Lawfon, Ayfcue, Penn, and many more,

to whofe memory a juft tribute of praife is certainly due, they

fall properly under the next chapter : for though their merit

was firft made known in thefe times of diftraclion, (as civil

wars generally manifeft great fpirits), yet their noblell exploits

were afterwards performed, and thofe, too, whence they acquired

the titles of honour, by which they are now known to pofle-

rity. Let us then conclude this part of our fubject, with a few

remarks on the ftate of our trade and our plantations.

The commerce of England had been increafing for many

years, when the civil war broke out ; and there I'eems to btf

I Clarendon's hift. of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 487. Whitlocke's memo-
rials, p. 5S9. In a letter of Mynheer Van de Perre's, one of the Dutch am-

bafladors, dated Weitminrter, July iS, 11S53, N, S. it is faid, that fince the

day of the deceafc of general D;ane, till the day of his funeral, there had

been allowed to his widow and children or.e hundred pounds fterling per aiem :

and that an eftate of fix hundred pounds fer annum, was likcwife fettled upoa

her, as a reward for the great fervices rendered by her huitand to the common-

wealth. Thurloe's ftate papers, vol. i. p. 359. "i Clarendin,

Whitlocke, Heath, Kennet, Rapin. Bates's elsncus motuum, p. :oi, Lud-

low's memoirs, vol. i. p. 257. Ke was killed Odcbcr 19, 1C48,

good
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good reafon to believe, that It continued in a flourKhing condi-

tion during the parliament's adniiniflration : but after that it

certainly declined, in fome meafure, from foreign and unavoid-

able caufes ; and in fome meafure, too, from the errors of the

D-icceeding government. In regard to the former, we muft

conuder, that the peace of Munfter in i6zj8, changed the face

of affairs in Europe as to trade, and this altogether to our dif-

advantage. Before that time, the French had fevp or no fhips :

and though it be true, that our trade with France, even then,

created a balance againft us
j
yet we were no lofers by it, but

rather gainers on the whole, becaufe we exported to Italy, and

elfewhere, a great part of the goods we took from France.

Before the treaty of Munfter, we had the whole Spanilh trade

in our hands; whereas, afterwards, the Dutch came into a

large fhare of it, at the fame time that they managed the whole

trade of the French, till, by degrees, rather through the wif-

4om of the French nilnilh-y, than of the nation, it was taken

out of their hands alfo.

As to the errors of the prote£lor's government, in refpe(fl: to

trade, they were great and fatal, though (not to load his me-

mory unjufdy) perhaps they arofe from neceflity, and were not

intended. In the firft place, taxes were raifed much higher

than in former times. He impofed fixty thoufand pounds per

month, by his own authority ; and afterwards he procured

from parliament an annual grant of two hundred thoufand

pounds for his civil lift ; four hundred thoufand pounds for the

expence of the navy, and {"even hundred thoufand pounds for

the army : fo that the whole revenue came to one mllhon, three

hundred thoufand pounds per annum, a fum almoft incredible,

compared with the modeft grants of former times". In the

next place, thefe taxes were very unequally laid j and moft of

thofe burdenfome methods of levying money were then intro-

duced, which have lain heavy upon us ever flnce*. I fay no-

ft Happy fiuure ftate of England, p. 187. This book has no anthor's name

in the title, bet the dediciti'jn of it to the earl of Sunderland, is fubicribcd

P. P. i. e. Peter Pelt: and abandonee of curioas obfervations are to be foniid

r herein.

" For a coniprehenfive view of thefe eTa<flions, the reader may have re-

cocrfe to a calculation prefixed to Heath's chronicle, wherein it is (hewn, that

:n five yeats time lierlfi lefs than jo,oco,coo 1, were levied upon the people.

thins
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thing of the violent methods taken to raife vaft funis upon

particular occafions, which rendered every I'pecies of property

very precarious, and all together brought fuch a difcourage-

ment upon induftry, as fhewed itfelf in the declenfion of the

coinage, in the lefTening the number of the inhabitants of the

city of London, in decrcaiing our fiiipping, and in many other

inftances.

But the greateft, and moft mifchievous of all his miftakes,

as to the true intereft of England, was in the affair of the Spa-

nifh war ; for though the ftate, feparately confidered, might be

a gainer by the vaft quantity of plate taken by Blake and

Montague, yet the nation loft thereby ; fince, if the peace had

continued, we muft have drawn larger fums from Spain, in

payment for our manufacftures ; and confequently, that mighty

mafs of wealth, which was deftroyed at Santa Cruz, was a

very confiderable detriment to us, as well as to the Spaniards :

for if it had come into their hands, we muft have had a l.irge

ftiare of it ; whereas it was buried in the fea, and fo the whole

amount loft to the trading intereft in Europe for ever. Add to

this, that in the end the Spaniards were fo exceedingly reduced,

that they were forced to hire Dutch fhips to go to the Indies

;

and this opened a new fcene of trade to that wiie and induftri-

ous people, which otherwifc had never fallen into their hands.

Part indeed of thefe lofles were concealed at that feafon from

the light of the nation, by the increafe of our plantation-trade,

of which I (hall give a very fuccincSl account.

As the ill-timed, impolitic, and uncharitable feverities, exer-

cifed by the Prelates, in the reign of king Charles I. drove

multitudes to New England, fo the diftraclions of fucceeding

times contributed greatly to the increafe of all our colonies j

but more particularly Barbadoes and Virginia, which, as con-

ilfting In felf-baniftied royalifts, Cromwell, for his own eafe,

encouraged ; and the plantation of Jamaica gave a new face to

things in that part of the world, by opening feveral branches

of commerce unknown to us before : this, together with

the navigation-a£l, preferved us, as I have faid, from feeling

all the bad efFecl?, which otherwife muft have followed from

the very grofs miftakes in policy before- mentioned, and the

confc-
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conftquence's of which, in reality, have been feverely felt

flnce.

Befides, our plantation-trade was then abfolutely new, and

no other ftate interfered In the commerce carried on in Europe,

with the commodities which we then brought from thofe parts ;

infomuch, that very large and even immenfe eflates were made

in a fliort fpace of time, more efpecially in Earbadces ; where

fome, who carried over only a few hundred pounds, came in a

rery narrow period, to be pcffelTed of feveral thoufand pounds

£-vear, which, without queftion, encouraged numbers of ad-

venturers, and enabled the Englifh to extend their trade, and

their colonies, in that part of the world, as will hereafter be

more largely fliewn p.

P The rcailer may receive fati>fdftion, as to the fa^s ahove-mentioned, by

CorifuUiijg the Britifh empire in America, or the paiticnlar hiftorics of our

plaiuatioiis. This was faid before the publication of that exceller.t work, in-

titled, The European fettlements in America, in two volumes in od;avo, which

sl'ne will furnifh an intelligent perufer with ail he can wiih to lee upon this

f'.ibjeft, and is penned with a fpirit and perfpicuicy nut to be found in the la-

tours of aav former writer.

LIVES
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LIVES
O F T H E

ADMIRALS:
INCLUDING A NEW AND ACCURATE

NAVAL HISTORY.

CHAP. XVl,

Irhc Naval Hiftory of Great Britain, during the

reign of King Charles li. from the time of his re-

ftoration : containing a diftindt account of the feve-

iral expeditions againft the Algerines ; the two Dutch

wars, and other naval tranfaftions ; the ftate of our

foreign trade and plantations ; with memoirs of all

the eminent feamen who flourifhed in his reign.

WHEN the miferies flowing from the ruin of our old

conilimtion had taiight the nation, that the ihortefl

as well as only way to peace and happinefs, was to

build tip again what they had deftroyed ; the feamen fliewed

greater reddinefs than any other fort of men to execute this fa-

lutary defign ; and, without waiting for any further orders than
thofe which came from their own ofEcers, chearfully carried the
fleet over to the Dutch coaft j where, after giving new names
to the fllips, they received his Majefty, the duke of York, and
other perfons of principal quality, who had attended him, on
VoL.H. L board.
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board, the 23d of May, 1660, and fafely landed them la

Kent \
For this fervice, Mr. Montague,- who commanded that fleet,

was created earl of Sandwich, had a garter, and was appoint-

ed vice-admiral of England, under his royal highnefs the duke

of York. Sir John Laivfon, Sir Richard Stayner, and other

officers, received the honour of knighthood, and the king was

pleafed to promife the feamen in general a particular fliare in his

favour and eftcem''.

In the beginning, at lead, of this prince's adminiftration, he

certainly fiiewed a great attention to the public intereft j and, as

he had good natural abilities, and was inclined to look into na~

val afFa^irSj fo for fome time he kept a ftridl eye on whatever

related to the fleet, of which many inftances occur in the me-

moira of feverat of its principal officers. In September 1660,

the earl of Sandwich went with a fquadron of nine men of war

to Helvoetfluys, to bring over the king's fifter, the princefs of

Orange, who not long after died in England*^.

Upon this occafion he received great honours in Holland ^

and it is conceived, that the affedlion which the people fliewed

for our king's nephew, the young prince of Orange, (afterwards

king William), and for the Englifli on his account, gave fome

jealoufy to the ftates, or at leaft to fuch as had the principal di-

redlion of affairs, which was increafed by a memorial prefented.

by the princefs at her departure, recommending her fon to their

care, and deiiring they would now declare their intentions of

conferring upon him the charges and dignities which his ancef-

tors had enjoyed. On the twenty-fourth of the fame month

the fleet returned ; and his Majedy and the dake of York going

* See the clofe of the e:irl of CUrenrfon's hiftory. Heath's chronicle, p. 450,

Whitlocke's memorials, p. 700, 701. who is pleafed to oblerre, that the Toldieis

at this time were cjui e alfeicd from their former principles and mailers : but ti.e

•bcrt account is in the eart of Sandw-ch's journa'', a MS. in the hands of the honou-

rable Edward Wortley MontJguc, Ei'q; Sir Wiiliam Lower's acciUnt of thisvoy.

age. b Dugdale's! baronage, vol, ii. p, 445. Continua:ion of Baker's

chronicle, by Mr. Edviard Philips', from the mariufcript papers of the duke of Al-

tiemarle, p. 71J. Anftis's rcgiller of the moft noble order of the garter, vol. i. p.

41. in the introcluftion. c gjinage anna'es dcs provinces unies,

torn. i. p. 618. Larrty h;l!uire d' Anklet!: rre, torn. iv. p, 417. S.r JohnRerefbv's

JDinioir:, p. y.

or?
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en board the admiral's ftiip, named the Refolution^ lay there

that night, and reviewed and examined the ftate of every Ihip

in the fquadron next morning ^.

A treaty of marriage having been concluded between hisMa-

jefty and the infanta of Portugal, with whom he was to receive

a portion of three hundred thoufand pounds, theilland ofBom-
bay in the Eaft Indies, and the city of Tangier in Afiica; k
became necefiary to fend a fleet to bring over the queen, and to

fecure the laft-mentioned city againft any attempt from the

Moors. For this purpofe the earl of Sandwich was again fent

with a numerous fleet, which fiiiled on the 19th of June, 1661,

from the Downs, after having been £rft vifited by the duke of-

York*.

His lordflaip failed firfl: to Lifbon, and from thence to Tan-

gier, which place was put into the hands of the Englilh on the

30th of January, 1662, when the earl ot Peterborough march-

ed into it with an Engli(h garrifon, and had the keys delivered

to him by the Portuguefe governor f. The admiral then return-

ed to Lifbon, where he received the queen's portion, conlifting

in money, in jewels, fugars, and other commodities, and in bills

of exchange, and then failed with her Majefty for England, and

arrived at Spithead the 14th of May, 1662 ^.

There was certainly no occafion for fo large a fleet, merely to

bring over the queen j but as it afforded a fair pretence for

fending fuch a force into the Mediterranean, this opportunity

was feized to execute things of greater moment. The Algc-

rines, and other piratical Hates of Barbary, taking advantage

of our inteft'ine confufions, had broke the peace they made with
admiral Blake, and began to take Englifh fiiips, with as httlc

ceremony as they did the Dutch and French. To put an end

d Earl of Sandwich's journal. Heath's chronicle, p, 470. Gefla Brit^nna
runa, p, 488, 4?9. Skinner's continuation of Bates's elcncus motuum, part jii.

^o. Public jntelHgence, 4-0, N°. 37. Bafnage annales des provinces unics, torn, i

p. 618, 619. ^ Life of thecifl of Clarendon, vol, ii. p. 182. Echarj's hi-
ftory of England, p. 800,801. Steven-^'s htftory of Portugal, p, 503. Memoirs
d'Ablanccurt, p. 74—77- Journal of the earl of Sandwich. f Heath's
chronic'e, p 500. Kennet's chronicle, p. 617. Annals of the univerfe, p.
g Life of the earl of Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 313— 317. Philips's continul'ion of
B .ker's chronicle, p. 75c, 751. Kennet, vj. m. p. 155. Skinner's conciniution
0; Bates's elencus motuum, pait iii, p, 69.

L 2 to
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t6 this, the earl of Sandwich with his fleet came before Algiers

the 29th of July, i65i, and fent captain Spragge with the king's

letter to the principal perfon in the government, and a letter of

his own, with orders alfo to bring off Mr. Brown, the conful

;

which was accordingly done. That evening a council of war
was held, and the next morning certain proportions were made
to the regency, by captain Spragge and conful Brown. About
eleven o'clock thefe gentlemen returned on board the admiral,

with an anfwer, that the government of Algiers would confent

to no peace, whereby they were deprived of the right of fearch-

sng our fhips. This infolence of thefe fea-robbers fpxung out

of the jealoufy of the Chriftian powers, who would never unite

to crufh this neft of pirates, and give the beautiful and rich

country they inhabit to fome prince of their own faith, which

would be a common benefit to all commercial nations.

In the mean time, to fhew they were in earneft, they wrought

very hard at a boom, which, with much ado, they brought over

from th€ mole-head to the oppofite corner of their port j that^

by the help of this, and many other new works which they had

raifed, they might be able to defend thenifelves from any at-

tempts that could be made by fea. The earl of Sandwich,

however, refolved to make a bold trial to burn the fhips in the

harbour, but the wind prevented him 5 fo that, after a good

deal of firing on both fides, wherein more, hurt was done

to the city tlian the fluips, the admiral thought fit to fail for

Lifbon'', on the firfl of Auguft, leaving Sir John Lawfon with

a flrong fquadron, to prote£l the Englilh trade and harafs the

enemy; which he performed with fuch fuccefs, that, after ta-

king many of their fliips, he, by degrees, forced all thefe pira-

tical ftates to conclude a peace with Great Britain, without any

refervation as to their favourite article of fearching our fhips ;

though it muft be confefTed, that the Algerines, retaining ftili

a flrong opinio^ of the ftrength of their fortificaUons, did not

keep it long, but returned to their okl practices
'
; which obliged

h Heath's chronicle^ p. 50c. But moft of the fafls above mentioned are taken

from the earl of Sandwich's journal, Kennet, vol. iii. p. 250. Annals of the uni-

vcrfe, p. 5^. i Life of the earl of Clarendon, vol. ii, p. 313. Heath's

chronicle, p, 5C0. Annals of the univerfe, p. 56. Corps d)ploiiia!;(jue du droit dcs

gens, torn, vi, part ii, p. 419^ 4x0.
* the
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the government here to fend frefli orders to Sir John Lavvfon,

to employ force in bringing them to reafon.

We are now to enter upon a more ferious affair than any that

had hitherto claimed the care of the Englifh court. On his

firft return to the throne of his anceflors, King Charles and his

minifters had certainly ihewn a great concern for the true in-

tereft of the nation, as will appear to any attentive reader of our

hiftory, who obferves the advantages we gained by the treaties

of commerce which he concluded with Spain and Holland. By

the former he fecured the pofleflion of Jamaica, though it

had been acquired by Cromwell, and thereby obtained feme

fort of fatisfa(5lion for the injury intended him a little before his

reftoration, when it is certain that the Spaniards would have

fecured his perfon, if he had not prevented them by an unex-

pedled retreat out of their dominions to Breda i'.

He alfo reftored to the nation the advantages they drew from

the Spanjfli trade ; and the affe£lion of this people to the Eng-

lifh, preferable to any other nation, appeared in this, that they

immediately fell out with the Dutch, and even forbade their

(hips of war to enter their ports, as the Dutch writers them-

felves tell us '. The treaty with Holland carried things alfo to

a great height; for it not only fecured the refpecft due to the

Englifli flag, but likewife procured fome other concefhons very

honourable for the nation, and the ifland of Poleron, more

correftly Pulo Ron, i. c. the Ifle of Ron, for the Eaft India

Company. His Majefty had alfo an intention to have fecured

abfolutely and for ever the fifhery on the Britifh coaft to his

own fubje<Sls : but, before that could be effe<Stually done, the

war broke out -, for the true grounds of which it is not over eafy

k Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 740. where it appears, that

Mr. William Galloway, then page to Don Alonzo de Cardinas, carried an order he

had received (his mafter being in bed and afleep) from the M. de Carcenas, then

governor of the Low Countries, to fecure his Majefty's perfon next day, to the king

at midnight, who thereupon rofe and made his efcape about three in the morning.

This no doubt left a flrong jmpreflion on his Majefty's mind to the prejudice of the

Spaniards. ' Kennet, vol. iii. Echard. Welwood. Life of the earl of

Clarendon, vol. if. Letters cf .he carl of Arlington, p. 43, '44. Bafnage annale:

des provinces unies, toin. i.

to
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to account; and yer, without accounting for them, books of this

nature can be but of little value ".

The Dutch began early to conceive jealous prejudices againO:

the king's government, and in reality to apprehend our becom-

ing their fuperiors in commerce, in which we were every day

"vilibly increafing. Thefe fentiments engaged them, and efpe-

cially their Eaft and Weft India Companies, which then carried

on the greateft part of their commerce, to take various fteps, in

thofe parts of the world where their power prevailed, to the pre-

judice of the Englifh. The Eaft India Company particularly

delayed the liquidation of the damages the Englilh were to re-

ceive, peremptorily refufed to deliver up the iiland before men-

tioned, and pretended to prefcribe the places where, and the

terms on which the Englifh (hould trade in the reft of the ports

of India. The other Company trod cxaQIy in their fteps, and.

proceeded fo far as to get Cape-corfe caflle into their hands,

which belonged to the Engliih Company" trading to Africa.

The duke of York, who through his whole life was the pa-

tron, was at this time governor of the African company, and,

being informed of this, fent major, afterv.'ards Sir Robert

Holmes, with four frigates, to thecoaft of Guinea, in order to

make reprifals. This was in 1661 ; and Sir Robert, in confe-

quence of this commiffion, fummoned the Dutch to furrender

Cape Verde to the Company within a limited time, yet offered

them the liberty to continue their trade there as before. He then

proceeded to a fmall fort poirelTed by the Dutch, who, firing

their cannon to prevent the landing of the Englifh, were at length

obliged to furrender ; and the fort, being in the hands of our

f" Corps univerfa! diplomatique da droit des gens, tome vi. parr ii. p. 412. Lui-

low in his memoirs, vol. iii. p. 112. fays, The foundation of this treaty hsving

been laid in the blood of three of his trieno«, (Baikfleao, Okey, and Corbet, all of

them regicides, and defcrvedly put to death for the fliare they had in the execrable

murder of their fovereign), the fuperftrucluie was raifed with the like mMcrjals
;

and complains, that the Dutch agreed to an article, that if any who had been the

judges of Charlts I. or otherwifc excepted, Ihould be found in th^ir territorisrs, they

wi;uld, upon demand, deliver them up to fuch as the king of England fhould ap-

point to receive ihem, n Pnilips's continuatirn ot Hiath, p. 5x5. Coke's

•ieifctiop, rol. ii. book iv. chap. 2. Skinner's cuniiRuation of Ejtes's ei-ncus

motuutn, pan iii. p. 74. Bifliop Porker's hiflory of hisown time, p. 85. See the king's

'etter to the ftatrs-geiieral on the caufes of this war, and Bafnage annalcs des pro-

sinces uriies, tome i, p. 6Ra, 6?3.

Company,
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Company, received the name of James-fort in honour of the

duke. From thence proceeding to the river Gambia, he dii-

lodged the Hollanders, and built a new fort ".

The Hollanders dill refufing to deliver up to us Cape Corfe,

Sir Robert was fent a fecond time, an/io 1663, with a fmall

fquadron, to take it out of their hands by force. But, fearching

a Dutch Ihip by the way, he found exprefs orders (as king

Charles informs the fl:ates in his letter, Otlober 4, 1666) from

the Dutch Weft India Company to their governor, general Val-

kenburg, to feize the Englifh fort at Cormantin ; which dil'co-

very difpofed hrm to go, as he thought he had a right, beyond

his original commiffionP.

In the latter end of the month of January 1664, Sir Robert

Holmes arrived with his fquadron at Cape Verde. This cape is

part of the main land of Africa, and lies on the weft fide of the

kingdom of Jaloffi, and to the north-weft of the river Gambi.i>

in the 15th degree of north latitude. About a cannon-fliot from

thence lies the now fo well known ifland Goree, whereon were

two forts. The lower fort was furnifhed with about twenty-

pieces of cannon, and the upper with eight : the former was called

fort NafTau, the lattei- fort Orange. Sir Robert firftfummoned

thefe two forts on the ifland Goree •, and, becaufe the governor

refufed to furrender, he attacked and took them next day, to-

gether with a fliip called the Crocodile, lying under their pro-

tection, after having the evening before taken two other Dutch

fhips, called the Vifch-korf and the Vifcher. In thefe forts he

found a great quantity of goods ready to be fhipped for Holland,

and, among the reft, 20,000 hides. Thefe he loaded on his

own and the Dutch fhips, and tranfported them toSierra Liona *».

He next proceeded to attack St. George del Mina, theftrong-

eft of all the Dutch forts j but though himfelf and his feamen

a£ted with great bravery, yet the defign mifcarried, and he was

obliged to ftieer off with fome lofs. To repair this misfortune,

he refolved to attack Cape-corfe caftle, which, though it was fo

° O. Dapper deftription de I'Afrique, p. 502. Vie du Ruyter, p. 171. Lc Ckrc

hifloire ces provi.ire. unie?, tome jii. p. 58. P Puilijis's coi tinnnion of

Hrath's chronicle, p. 535. whce There is an extraft of maj jf Kolmes's proceej-

ings. 1 Account of capta'ij Holmes's pn.ceedinas oi> the coali ot Atnca.

Hea:h's chronic'c continued by Philips, p. <; 3 J. Coke's dere:>ion, vol. ii. p. 3i.

Amia!; oi liic unwcriej p, 36, Colc.miia roflrata, p, jji— ij^.

ftrong
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ftrong Ly fituation, that i oo men might have kept it againfl: i boej

yet he foon took it and fome other places-, after which he failed

ifrom the coaft of Guinea to North America, where he reduced

a Dutch fertlement, called the New Netherlands, In the month

of Augufl 16645 changing the name into that of New York, in

honour of the duke. Yet this was not done merely by way df

reprifal, but partly by virtue of a claim of right ; for the New
Netherlands, being firft difcovered by the Englifh under the

condudlof John and Sebaflian Cabot, (who took pofleffion of

all that northern coafl in the name of King Henry VII. ofEng;

land), had been always efteemed a part of the Englifli-American

dominions, and the title to it maintained by our monarchs till thfe

year 1637, when it was firft feized and planted by the DutchP;

Thefe proceedings were hitherto of a private nature. The

injuries done to the Englifli were done by the Dutch Weft In-

dia Company 5 the reprifals made by the Englifh were under the

charter of the African company ; the crown had not cither fit-

ted out Sir Robert Holmes, or given him any commiflion;

But, when the news of what was done reached Holland) the dc

Witte faftion, who then carried all at their pleafurcj refolved

inflantly to fall upon the Englifh in thofe parts with a great

fleet, and this without any declaration of warj or even intima-

tion of their defign to repair themfelves in damages for what|

without any royal commifTion, Holmes had taken from them''.

P Douglas's fummary, h'lftorical and political, of the B.itifli fettlements id

North America, vol. j. p. ;o4. vol. ii. p. izi. The fliort and true ftaie of the

matter is this : The country mentioned in the text wr.s part of the province of

Virginia ; and, as there is no fettling an extcnfive country at once, a few Swedes

crept in there, who furrendered the plantations they could not defend to the Dutch,

who, having bought the charts and papers of one fiudfbn a feamsn, who, by com =

niflion from the ctown of England, difcovered a river to which he gave his name,

conceited they had purchafed a province. Sometimes, when we bad ilrengrh in tho/s

parts, they were Er.glirti fubjedls j at others, when that flrength declined, they were

fubjefts of the united provinces. However, upon king Ciiarles's claim the ftates

riifowned the title, but refumcd it during our confufions, March 11,1663-45

Charles II. gran cd it to the duke of York.

1 So far from ir, that the king confined Holmes when he retiirned, and did not

di'charge him, ti'l he made it evidently appear, that he had not infringed the Jaw

of nations. Gefta Britannorum, p. 493, 506. Philips's continuation of He.uh's

thionide, p. $x^. Nay, M. de Neuviile, hift. de Hollande, tome iii. p, 241, fays'

c-xjtds'.y, that the king made this war, that he mijhr accotr.ir.ciate himfelf to the

difpofuicr. of h'-s oarliamen: and people.

The
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The chief difficulty lay in fending fuch a fleet fafely iiito thofe

feas, before the defign could be known in England, and the

project: formed by them, as it was in contrivance very fubtile and

fraudulent, fo it was executed with equal cunning and fuccefs.

Admiral de Ruyter was at that time in the Mediterranean^ where

he had orders either to make a peace with, or at leaft to defend

their merchants from the infults of the piratical dates j to which

end, as we before obferved. Sir John Lawfon was alfo there

with a fquadron of Englifli iliips, and the ftates requefted of

king Charles, that thefe two admirals might a£l in conjunftion.

Yet now it was thought convenient to remove de Ruyter from

thence, and to fend him to commit hoftilities againft us, then

acting as their allies, on the coaft of Guinea, and in the Weft

Indies. To this he was himfelf well enough inclined, from a

difference that had happened between him and Sir John Lawfon

about the falute at fea, which the Dutch admiral paid, and Sir

John refufed to return, alledging, that his orders did not allo^r

him to ftrike to the fubjedls of any king or ftate whatever. In

other refps£ls, he affifted the Dutch as friends and allies as much
as was in his power''.

The majority of the ftates-general of the united provinces

were not for a war with England, and confequently fuch orders

as the minifters of the de Witte party v/anted, to authorife de

R.uyter, were not to be had from them in a fair and open way j

yetj rather than not have them, the Louve{leinfa(Stion refolved to

facrifice their conftitution. De R.uyter had fent home an account

of his proceedings againft the pirates: they got this report re-

ferred to a committee of feven who were in their interefts, and

this committee drew up an order, direfting the admiral to fail to

the coaft of Guinea, there to make reprifals upon the EngUfh.

But, as this order muft be read to, and approved by the ftates,

the minlfters took care to draw it Up in loofe and equivocal

terms,- procuring alfo the fecretary to read It over to them in

fuch a hurry as rendered it altogether unintelligible ; then they

thruft it among fome orders of courfe, and engaging fuch as they

thought would be againft it, in private converfation, It was read

' Brandt Icevcn van Ruyter, f,,I. ago, 291, Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces

uniss, tome iii. p. 53, 64. Sec alfo the memoirs of Sir J. Lawfon.

Vol. U. M without
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*fithout being attended to, or its importance apprehended. Lafti^y

it was brought with a bundle of papers, moft of them mere mat-

ters of form, to be figned by the prefident for the week, who,

as ufual, fet his hand to this amongft the reft, without reading.

This is a true ftate of the fa£l, as reported by the Dutch hifto-

rians ^^

When de Ruyter received this order, he did not communicate

It to his ofEcers, but, having firft got fuch a fup^ly of provifions

as he thought might be necefiary, pretended to have fudden in-

formation of certain pirates cruizing near the Canaries ; and, un-

der colour of giving chace to thefe, he failed to Cape de Verde,,

and fo far executed his commiffion, as to oblige the governors •

for our African company either to furrender or demolifh feveral

of their forts. He likewife feized a great quantity of goods be-

longing to that company ; after which he made kimfelf mafter

of fort Cormantin, a place which was built by, and had always

been in the poiTeilion of the EnglKh. But Cape Corfe and Chama
(two of the places taken by Sir Robert Holmes) remained unre-

duced. From the coaft of Guinea de Ruyter failed to Barbadoes,

where he attacked a confiderable fket of merchant-fhips lying

under protedlion of the forts, but was repulfed with great lofs.

Then paffing over to Montferat, Nevis, and Newfoundland, he

took above twenty fail of Enghfli fhips,. and fo returned to Hol-

land'.

Thefe adlions on both fides ferved to exafperate the two na-

tions, and to haften the preparations for war; which was pro-

claimed by the Dutch in January, and by the Englifh in Februa-

ry, 1665 ".. But, before it came to that, the Heer van GocH
was fent by the ftate& to- importune the king with memorials and

s^ Bafiiage annales Jes provinces unics, tome i. p. 714. Le Clerc hiftoire des

provinces unies, tome lit. ^v. 14. La vie de Ruyter. Lettres de d'Eftrailcs^

lome ii. p. la. See Lord Arlington's letter to Sir Richard Fanlliaw, the king's

ambiidddor at Madrid, dated the 29th of September, 1664. t Philips's

L'oiitiiiuation of Hcdth's chronicle, p. 530. Coke's dete^ion, voh ii. p. 31.

Bilhop Pdrker's hiflory of his own time, p. 8(5. Skinner's continuation of Bates,

p. 76. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 64. Bafnage annales des provinces

uiises, tom. i. p. 744. Le Clcrc hiftoire des provinces unies, torn. iii. Fiv. 14.

Ncuvilic hiftoire de Hollande, tom. iii. chap. 7. La vie de Ruyter, p. ipi—104,

" Heath's chronicle, p. 531. Annals of the univerfc, p. 114. Gefta Britanno--

lum, p. 506. Bafnage atuiiiks des provinces uiies, torn, i. p. 736.

complaint?.
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complaints. To which the king's anfwer was, that he had re-

ceived no particular information of the affairs in Guinea, and that

the two companies muft decide their difputes. Thefe complaints

of the ambafladors being likewife retaliated by the Englifh mer-

chants, whofe inceffant reprefentations of their wrongs obliged

the king to repeat his demands of latisfa£bion, as the conftant

refufal of the fatisfaclion demanded was the caufe of the opeA

rupture''.

Several writers, who have cenfured kingCharles's government,

would have us believe, that this war was of his Majefty's pro-

curing : whereas nothing can be more certain than that he was

fupported in it by advice of parliament, as he had been driven

into it by the clamours of the people. The houfe of commons

told him in one of their reprefentations, that the Dutch had in-

jured his fubjedls to the amount of 800,000 pounds. The king

promifed to take care of the merchants, and of the nation ; and

v/hen he found a war neceflary, and defired the city of London

to lend him 100,000 pounds, they did it very readily, and even

•repeated the favour as readily, when the king condefcended to

{hew them that the firft loan was not fuilicient to fit out the fleet.

The parliament, as the king had acted in thefe matters in confe-

quence of their addrefs, and was, by thus ailing, on the brink

of a war, for which he was unprovided, and had been affifted

by the city of London, thought thcmfelves obliged to take no-

tice of this, and therefore both houfes named a committee to

carry the city their thanks*.

Thefe furely are demonstrative proofs, that this was not, as

many writers ftyle it, a court war, but a juft, and therefore a

popular one. Yet it muft be allowed, that it was chiefly brought

about by the artifices of France, the emifiaries of that crown in-

ftigating the Dutch, and efpecially de Witte, who, though a wife

man, was their dupe, to do all they did, and at the fame time

omitting no opportunity of inflaming us againft them for what

they did. Their defign was to engage the two maritime powers

in a cruel war, that they might again, as before, weaken and

"' Kennet's hiflory of Eng'and, vo!, iii. p. 171. Annals of the nniverfc,

p. no. Bafnage annales des provinces iinies, twni. i. p. 735. x Uiftory

and proceedings of the houfe of commons, vol. i. p. 8i. Coke's deteflior, part ii.

p. 3z. Kennet's complete hillory, vol. iii. p. ijt,

M 2 wafle
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wafte each other's ftrength, and fo be lefs able to oppofe the

defigns of the French miniftry, one of which was to render

France a naval power y.

The firft a61:ion of confequence, that happened after the war

aflually broke out, \yas the attacking a Dutch fleet coming richr

ly laden from Smyrna upon the Spanifh coafl near Cadiz. It

conGfled of forty merchant-lhipsj fome of them very large, and

well provided with ordnance, and their convoy was compofed of

four third-rate men of war. SirThomas Allen, who commanded

the Englifh fquadron, had with him about nine fhips, (his own

narrative fays but eight). With thefe be attacked the enemy fo

fuccefsfully, that having killed their commodore Brackel, and

taken or funk four of their richefl: fhips, he drove the reft into

the bay of Cadiz, where for forne time he blocked them up. A
misfortune of the fame kind befel the Dutch Bourdeaux fleet,

out of which about 130 fhips were taken. .Some of thefe, how-

ever, appearing to be French bottoms, were difcharged j but the

far greater part were declared good prize ^^

Thefe heavy misfortunes obliged the Dutch, contrary to their

mclinations, and indeed to their ufual praftice, to lay an imme-

diate embargo on all velTels in their ports, by which their fi fine-

ries, and all the arinual commerce, were flopped for that feafon.

They likcwife fettled a fund of fourteen millions of guilders for

the fupport of the war; and, in order to flievv that there ought

to be iome differeiice betiyeen fuch as are made by trading na-

y Philips's continuation of Heath's chronirle, p. gij, SiS. Skinner's conti-

nuation of Bares, part iii. p. 75. Annals of tbc iiniverfe, p. 95, 96, 97, 99,.

J3i(hop Paikcr's hi(fory of his own time, p. 85. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii.

p. IS. Coke in his detjiTtion, vol. ii. p. 3;. is pleafed to fay, he will not difpute

the Juftice of entering into this war, but, that he may have fomeihing to cavil

at, conderpns the precipitancy with which the government emi)arked in it, and

• hinks the crown fl;ould firlt have fornied alliances abroad. See a very curious

letter of Sir William Temple to his brother in his works, vol, ii. p. 41. wherein

he has copioufly dated the grounds and occafions of this war, as alledged by all

parties. See Ludlow's memoirs, vol. iii. p. 164, 1(55. The hillory and proceed-

ings of the houfe of coinmons, vol. i, p. 80—83. Lettres, memoirs, et neoo-

ciations de monfieur le comte d'Eftrades, tome i. Bafnage annsles des provinces

unies, tome i. p. 737. a Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle,

r- Sip. 530- Skinner's continuation of Bates, p. 78. Coke's detection, vol ji.

p. 36. Annals of the univerfe, p. 114. CSefia Britannornm, p. 506. Lord
Arlisigtoii's letters, vol. ii. p. 67.

tlonsj
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tions, and thofe entered into by arbitrary princes, for the mere

third of dominion-, they ordered about fifty Englifh and Scots

veffels, which had been feized in their harbours, to be fet at li-

berty ; and, on the arrival of thofe (hips in England, the civility

was returned by a like releafe of all the Dutch fliips that had

been ftopped here *.

The Englifh fleet was firfl ready, though the Dutch were

the firfl who began to arm. This fleet of ours conlifted of one

hundred and fourteen fail of men of war and frigates, twenty-

eight fire-fliips and ketches, and had about twenty-two thou-

fand feamen and foldiers on board. The whole was command-

ed by the duke of York, as lord high-admiral. Prince Rupert

was admiral of the v/hite, and the earl of Sandwich of the bhie.

April 21, 1665, the Englifh failed for the Dutch coaft, and on

the 28th fent jn a fquadron fo near the fhore and harbour of the

Texel, that the country was exceedingly alarmed. After re-

maining there a month, the fleet was fo ruilied by a ftorm, that

it was found necefi'ary to retire towards our own fhore.

This opportunity the Dutch took of fending out their fleet,

which, by the latter end of May, appeared about the Dogger

Sands. They were divided into feven fquadrons, the firft un-

der Opdam, confifting of fourteen mer^ of war, and two fire-

fliips ; the fecond under John Everts, of the like force ; the

third commanded by admiral Cortenaer, confifting of fourteen

men of war and one fire-fhip ; the fourth was under Stilling-

wert, compofed likewife of fourteen men of war and a fire-fliip;

the fifth conducled by Van Tromp, the fon of the famous old

admiral, made up of fixteen men of war and two fire-fliips

;

the fixth under Cornelius E,verts, confifting of fourteen men of

war and a fire-fhip ; the lafl commanded by Schram, in which

-were fixteen men of war and two fire-fhips; in all, a hundred

and three n^en of war, eleven fire-fliips, and feven yachts. A
mighty fleet, far fuperior to what the French conceived it poffi-

ble for the ftates to fit out, and well furnifhed with men j but

3 Bafnage annnles des provinces iinies, torn. i. p. 735. Le Clerc hifroire des

provinces unies, torn. iii. liv. xiv. Neuviile bidoirc de HoUande, torn. iii. cli=ip.

8. Letven yan de "VVitte, p, ^52,

thi
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this was by the help of their India fliips, whence they were

moftly taken, partly by perfuafion, and partly by force ^.

The Duke of York being retired with our navy from the

Dutch coall: when they came out, afforded them an opportunity

to fall on our Hamburgh fleet, which they did not negleft;

and they were fo fortunate therein as to take the greateft part,

by which our merchants fufFered near two hundred thoufand

pounds lofs. Some attributed this to ill management, others,

with more reafon, to unavoidable accidents; for they had a

convoy, and the duke of York fent the Roe-ketch to inform

them of his departure, which not meeting this fleer, proved their

ruin'^. This exceedingly exafperated the Englifh, and at the

fame time raifed not a little the fpirits of the Dutch.

Admiral Opdam, who commanded the latter, was a prudent

as well as a truly gallant commander. The great John de Witte

raifed him to this envied employment; but finding him inclined

to the prince of Orange, he became his enemy, and as foon as

he was out at fea wrote him a letter, direfting him to fight at

all events, and this with fuch a peculiar quicknefs of ftyle, as

proved the letter his, though written in the name of the flates.

Opdam refolved to obey thefe orders, though contrary to the

advice of mofi of his officers, and his own opinion, as appear-

ed by his fending afhore his plate before the engagement: but

more fo from his exprefTions on taking the fentlnients of a coun-

cil of v/ar :
*' I am," faid he, " entirely in your fentiments;

*< but here are my orders. To-morrow my head fliall be bound

*< with laurel or with cyprefs :" and in this difpofition he failed

to find out the EngliHi navy ^, That did not require much time ;

for the duke of York was no lefs ea^er to revenue the lofs of

t' Phi'ips's cor.tinuation of Heath's chr'^nicle, p. 55'?, Skinner's confitvuittoti

of Bates, p. 79. Bifhop Parker's hiftory of his own time, p. 90. Lord Arlinj-

Ton's letters, vol. H. p. 78. Annals of tlie iiiiiverre, p. 115. Bafnage aiinales

ties provir.ces unies, turn. i. p. 740. Le Cierc hiftoiie des provinces unies, torn.

iii liv. xiv. Nciivillc hiftoire de Hollande, torn. iii. p.. 348. Leeven van dc

Witte, p. zsi.

^ PhiH[is'<! crintiniiatinn of Heath'f chronicle, p. 53S. £kinnfr'= contii.ujtion

• f Bates, p. 80. Gefla Briianneruo', p. 508. Kcnnet's hill, <f England, vol.

iii. p. 276.

d I^jfnage annales des provmres unies, ton, i. p. 7^1. Le C'erc hifloire des

provinces unies, torn. iii. liv, xiv. p. 7 3-

the
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the Hamburgh fleet. On the third of June the Englifli and

Dutch navies engaged about three in the morning ofF Leoftoft',

when, by an overfight of the Dutch, (as their writers fay), the

Enghfh had the weather-gage, an advantage they knew how to

life as well as keep ^.

Things went at firft very equally on both fides, feveral fqua-

drons charging through and through, without any remarkable

advantage. But about noon, the earl of Sandwich, with the

blue fquadron, fell into the center of the Dutch licet, divided

it into two parts, and began that confufion which ended in a

total defeat f. The duke of York in the Royal Charles, a fliip

of eighty guns, an,d admiral Opdam in the Eendracht, of eighty-

four, were clofely engaged. The fight continued for Tome hours

with great obftinacy, and his royal highnefs was in the utnioflr

danger. Several perfons of diftin^lion were killed on board his

fliip, particularly the eaid of Falmouth, the 'king's favouiite *^,

Lord

« Annals of the univctfe, p. iiC. Philips's continujtion of Baker's chron. p.

753. Bafna^e, Le Clcrc, Neuville, and other Dutch writers.

f Eari of Sandwich's journal, MS.
e " The vidory and triumph of that day," fays the noble hlftorian, " was

" Airely very great, and a jaft arguaient of pubhc joy : how it c^me to be n»

** greater, (hall be faid aivon ; and the trouble and grief in many noble familie).,

*' for the lofs of fo many worthy and gallant perfons, could not but be very

*' lamentable, in wives, in fathers and mothers^ and the other nearefl relations:

** hut no jbrrow was equal, at leaft none fo remarkable, as the king's was for

*' the carl of Falmouth. They who know his majeily befl, and had feeii how
•' imlbaken he had flood in oiher very terrible affaults, were amazed at the

" flood of tears he Ihed upon this occafion. The immenfcnefs of the viOory,

*' and the confeqiiences that might have attended it, the faiety and preicrva-

" tion of his brother, with fo much glory, on whofe behalf he had had {o ter-

• riblc apprehenfions during the three days fight, having, by the benefit of the

*• wind, heard the thunder &( the ordnance from the begii ning, even after, by

*' the lelftning of the noifc, as from a greater diftance, he concluded that the

" enemy was upjn flight; yet all this, and the utiiverTal joy that he faw in the

" ci.unlcnance of all men, for the V!<flory and the lafety of the duke, maile

*' no imprtffijn in hira towards the mitigadon of his paffion, fur the lofs of this

*' young favcuiite, in whom few other men had ever obferved any virtue or qiia-

" liry, v/hich they did not with their befb friends without, and very many diil be-

*' licve that his death was a great ingredient and confiderahle part of the vift )ry.

" He was young, and of infatiable ambition, and a little more experience mighi:

*' have taui^ht him ail things of wliich his weak parts were capable. But they

" who obfcived the ftrange degree of fayour he had on the hidden arrived t( „

'• even frosM a '.klilUlion the king haj towaiiJi hiiiij and coiiduUsd fronnheiKe,

" and.
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Lord Muikerry and Mr. Boyle, fon to the earl of Corke, witn

one ball, and fo near the duke, that he was covered with their

blood and brains ; nay, a fplinter from the laft mentioned gen-

tleman's flcull razed his hand''. About one, the Dutch admiral

blew up, with a prodigious noife ; but how the accident hap-

pened is uncertain. Some fay, a (hot fell in the powder-room;

others, that Opdam's black blew up the fliip, to be revenged of

his mafter for beating him. The mod probable account is, that

it was occafioned by fome accident in diftributing the powder".

In this vefiel, together with the admiral, periflied five hundred

men, only five of the whole crew efcaping ; many of thofe loll

were volunteers, of the beft families of Holland, and not a few-

Frenchmen, who took this opportunity of being prefent in a

i'ea-fight ''.

A little after this unlucky blow, the Dutch received ftill a

greater. Four fine iLips, the biggeft of fixty, the leaft of forty

guns, ran foul on each other, and were burnt by one firc-fhip

:

fbon after, three larger veflels by the fame accident fhared the

fame fate. The Orange, a lliip of feventy-five guns, after a

moft gallant defence, was alfo burnt ; and thus, towards four

in the afternoon, all fell into confufion. Vice-admiral Stilling-

wert was fliot through the middle by a cannon-ball ; vice-admi-

ral Cortcnaer received a fliot in his thigh, of which he inftantly

*• and more from the deep forrew t!ie king was ponefle;! with for his death, to

" what a prodigious height he might have reached in a little time more, were

" not at all troubled that he was taken out of the way," Life of the carl of

Clarendon, v^l. ii. p. sii-

h Philip's continuation of Heath's clironicle, p. 538, 539. Skinner's conti*

nuation of Bates, p. 80, 8i. Gefla Britannorum, p. jo8, Echard's hillory of

England, p. 8io. The lord MufV.erry was tldeH' Ion of the earl of Clancarfy,

and a young nobleman of extraordinary courage and expeiftation, had been co-

lone) of a regiment of foot in Flanders under the duke, and had the general ef-

timation of an excellent officer. He was of the duke's bedchamber. Mr. Ri-

chard Boyle was a younger fon of the carl of Burlington, a youth of great hopes,

and newly come home from travel, where he had ipent his time with fingulat

advantage, and took the firfl: opportunity to Jofe his life in the king's fervice.

Life of the eail of Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 507, 508.

i Annals of the univerfe, p. 130, Bifhop Parker's Iiiflorv of his own times,

p. 51. Bafnage anniles des provinces units, tome i. p. 741. Le Clerc hiftoire

dcs provinces unies, tome iii. p. 73. Neuville hiftoire de Hcllandc, lome iii.

chap. p. k Hiftory of the three Dutch wars, p. 390,

died.
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^led. Thefe fliips beai'ing out of the line on the death of their

commanders, without ftriking their flags, drew many after them 5

fo that, by eight at night, Tromp, who held out bravely to the

Jaft, and fought retreating, had not above thirty fliips left with

him. This was the mofl: fignal vi<5lory the Englifli ever gained,

and the fevereft blow the Dutch ever felt at fea^

According to our accounts, which upon a fl:rift examination

I have always found moderate, the Dutch had eighteen fliips

taken, (feveral of which we quitted), and fourteen funk in this

a£lion, befides fuch as were burnt or blown up. Yet their ac-

counts admit of no more than nine fliips taken, one (their ad-

miral) blown up, and eight burnt ". As to our lofs, which

was far more unaccountable, there is no difpute about it. We
loft the Charity, a fhip of forty-fix guns, with moft of her

men, in the beginning of the flght; had in the whole but two

hundred and fifty men killed, and three hundred and forty

men wounded : on the other fide, they loft at leaft fix thou-

fand men, including two thoufand three hundred taken pri-

foners". Yet fome great men of ours bought this advantage

to their country at the expence of their blood, fuch as the earls

©f Portland and Marlborough", vice-admiral Samfon, and

Sir

J Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome i. p. ^41. Le Clerc hiftoire des

provinces unies, tome iii. liv. xiv. Levens <Ier Zeehclden tweede deel, p. 166.

Coke's deteftion, vol. ii. p. 37. Skinner's continuation of Bates, p. 8z.

ni Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 538. Rennet's hillory of

England, vol. iii. Echard's hiftory of England, p. 810. Sute letters of Ro-

ger earl of Orrery, p. 99. n Philips's continuation of Baker's chro-

riclc, p. 753. Ecliard. Kennet. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 81.

where he fays, the dilTipating the enemy's fieet, killing their admirals, and

forcing them again into their ports, is what we value ourfelves moft upon ; and

all this with the lofs only of one (hip on our fide, two hundred eijjhiy-three men

iiUed, and four hundred and forty wounded. The enemy, befides their (hips,

will find they want at leaft feven thcxjfand of their men.

o " In prince Rupert's Ihip, (fays the earl of Clarendon,) who did wonders

t-hat day, and in that of the earl of Sandwich, who behaved himfelf with nota-

ble courage and condufl, there were many men (lain, and fome gentlemen vo.

Kinteers of the beft families, whofe memories (hould be preferved. The earl

of Marlborough, who had the command of one of the beft lliips, and had great

experience at fea, having made many long voyages at fea, and being now new<

iy returned from the Eaft Indies, whither the king had fent bim with a fqua-^

dron of (bips, to receive the ifland of Bombayne from Portugal, was in this

Vol. II. N '*"'*
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Sir Jdhn Lawfon, who died of a wound he received in the knee^

though he furvived the bj^ttle.

The Dutch afcribe this fignal defeat in a great meafure to the

ill conduct of their own officers and feamen, many of whom,

according to the genius of the nation, were feverely punifhed.

Thus much is allowed on all fides, that, except fixteen or fe-

"venteen of their captains who had ferved in the former war,

they had none of tolerable knowledge, or true courage, moft of

them being the fons of rich burgo-mafters, brought in, to fecure

their father's intereft, by de Witte; who, though he thus in-

capacitated them for fighting, yet compelled them againft rea-»

ion, and their own opinion, to figbt \ becaufe, at all events, a

battle was for his interell ; Unce, gained, it raiied his authority

at home; or, loft, it muft from abroad bring in his allies the

French. This refined policy had well nigh ruined himfelf an4

hia friends ; for the mob roff , and threatened nothing lefs than

a total revolution. At the Brill, admiral Everts was thrown

into the riyer, and with much difliculty relcued by the magil-

trates from the populace : and fuch like tumults happened at

Rotterdam, and elfewhere p.

There is very little room to doubt, that if there had not

been fome mifmanagement on the fide of the Englifli, this, as

it was the firft, might haye been alfo the h{\ action in this warj^

battle likewife Aain. He was a man of wonderful parts in all kinds of learn,

ing, which he took more delight in than his title j and having no great etbte

dcfcended to him, he brought down, his mind to his fortune, and lived very

retired, but with more reputation than any fortune could have given him. The
«arl of Portland was a volunteer on board his (hip, and loft his life by his fide,

being a yoimg man of very good parts, ncwj^y come of age, and the fon of a

very wife and worthy father, who died a few months before ; and he having a

long and intire friendfliip with the earl of Marlborough, his fon, though of a

melancbolic nature, intended to lead an aftive life, and to apply himfelf to it

under, the conduO of his father's friend, with vvhom he died very bravely."

See his life, written by himfelf, vol. ii. p. 508.

P Bafnage aiinales des provinces unies, tome i. p. 743. T>e Clerc, tome iii.

ip. 74. Three of their captains were fbot on the 4th of [iily, two were order-

ed to hive their fwords broken over their heals, and declared incapable of

ferving more in their navy; and the mafter to vice-admiral Cortenaer was

irODdemncd to fland two boiirs upon a fcaffold, with a baiter about bis neck*

Annals of the univcrfe, page 130. Kennet's hiftory of England, vol. iii.

!?»gca77.
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for the Dutch fleet fled In great confulion, their captains be-

having ill, and their admirals quarrelling about command ; fo

that if the Englifla had prefled them vigoroufly, as it was in

their power, having the wind j fo many fhips might have been

either funk, difabled, or taken, as muft have forced a peace,,

for which there was a very ftrong party in Holland, who did

not like the dominion of the penfionary de Witte, and the de-

pendence in which he held even the fliates, who feldom ventu-

red to do any thing of importance when he was abfcnt ''. This

great opportunity was loft, through the Englilh fleet's flacking

fail in the night, contrary to the exprefs dire^ions of his royal

highnefs the duke, before he went to reft.

It is far from being an eaiy matter to inform the reader, how
this came to pafsi But after having examined the point, with

as much impartiality, as well as diligence, as the great impor-

tance of it deferved, it appears to have ftood thus. The duke,

in quality of lord high-admiral, had two captains on board his

fliip, Sir William Penn, who had the rank of a vice-admiral

;

and captain, afterwards Sir John Harman. Sir William wns

gone to reft, as well as the dukcj fo that the command remain-

ed in captain Harman, who was himfelf at the helm, when
one Mr. Brounker, vvho was of the duke's bed-chamber, came

and told him, " that he ought to conllder, how much his royal

** highnefs's pcrfon had been already expofed in the aftion, and

** how much greater rifle he might run, if their fliip, which
* was the headmoft of the fleet, fl^ould fall in fingle with

^^ thofe of the enemy, upon their own coafts.'' Harman hearil

him, but anfwered like an honeft brave man, as he was, that

he could do nothing without orders. Brounker upon this,

went to the duke's cabin^ and returned with orders, in his

royal highnefs's name, to make lefs fail j thefe captain Harman,

without the leaft fcruple, obeyed, which created fome confufion

in the Englilh fleet, fevcral fl:iips beirig very near running foul

ion each other •".

*1 WicqiieFort hift >ire, MS. dcs proviaces uriie<^ Ijv. xv. Bafsage annal»s

dfs provinces nnies, tome ii. page 172, 273. See alfo Mr. (afterwards Sir

William) Coventry's account of this aftion, who was fecretary to his royal

kiighnefs. « Life of the earl of Clarendon, vol. ii. p. J13. North's exa-

taen, p. 119, 120. Biirael's hiflory of his own times, vol. i. p. ao^, no.

N 2 In
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In the morning, the duke exprefTed furprife and re(entment>

to find they were at fuch a diftance from the Dutch, that there

was no longer any hopes of coming up with them. It then

appeared, that either through cowardice, or fomething worfe,

Brounker had carried captain Harman orders, which he never

received^. However, this was concealed from his royal high-

nefs, and other excufes made, fuch as a brilk wind from fliore,

and their fire-fhips being all fpenr. But the truth was never-

thelefs very foon whifpered, though the duke was not acquaint-

ed with it, in lefs than fix months after, upon which he dif-

charged Brounker his fervice, and would have done more, if

the celebrated duchefs of Cleveland, then countefs of Caftle-

main, with whom he was a favourite, had not by her intereft

with the king, protected him ^ However, at the end of ths

war, when the Houfe of Commons was out of humour, this

affair was mentioued, and inquired into j upon which Brounker,

\yho was a member, was mofl defervedly expelled, and ordered

to be impeached, but that was never profecuted".

His royal highnefs left the fleet foon after, and returned to

London, to make a report of all things to the king. His ma-

jefty having attended his mother to the coafls, went on board

the Royal Charles in the river, where he made a ftrift inquiry

into the condu£l of the officers, and the ftate of their fhips

;

and receiving fatisfa<fl:ion as to both, he there, as an encourage-

ment to a like behaviour in time to come, knighted the moit

confiderable commanders, viz. admiral Tyddiman, captain Cut-

tings, captain Jordan, captain Spragge, ^c. after which, he

directed that all. the fhips fliould be repaired whh the utmoli

« Coke's deteftion, p» 37.

^ The reader, who confuhi t!ic authors I have cited, will fee very different

editions of this ftcry, and I hope agree with me, that it prove? the fate of na-

tions may depend on very flighc events, as in this cafe, on a private man's

telling a lie; that princes (hould immediately examine and clear up whatevfp

refpefts their honour; that refentment operates on moft minds. Clarendon is

for throwing it on Sir William Coventry ; North, upon the Dutch ; bifhop

Burnet, on Sir William Penn. All of thefe could not be podiLly guilty; but

tor any evidence that has appeared, they mi^^ht be all equally innocent.

^ ijjftory and proceedings of the Iloufe of Commons^ val. i. p. 118.

diHgence>
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rfjHgence, and the fleet, as foon as poffible, be put into a con-

dition to go out again to fea "'.

The king's command, their generous fenfe of their late tic-

tory, and the news of two rich Dutch fquadrons being at fea,

quickly brought out the Englifh navy, to the number of fixty

fail ; and on the fifth of July, they fleered from Southwold-

bay, into which they put immediately after the laft engagement,

for the coaft of Holland. The ftandard was borne by the

gallant earl of Sandwich, to whom Sir George Ayfcue was

vice, and Sir Thomas Tyddiman rear-admiral. Sir William

Penn was admiral of the white, Sir William Berkley vice-ad-

miral, and Sir Jofeph Jordan rear-admiral. The blue flag was

carried by Sir Thomas Allen, whofe vice and rear were, Sir

Chriftopher Minnes, and Sir John Harman. The defigns they

had in view were, to intercept de Ruyter in his return, or at

leaft to take and burn the Turkey and Eafl: India fleets, of

which they had certain intelligence ^.

They lucceeded in neither of thefe fchemes. De Ruyter re-

turned unexpe£ledly by the north of Scotland, and arrived fafe-

ly in Holland, where he was immediately promoted to the chief

command of the fleets. The Turkey and India fleet, confift-

ing of twenty fail, under the command of commodore Bitter,

chofe to take the fame northern route, in hopes of avoiding tiie

Englifli navy ; but having intelligence at fea, that this would

prove very difficult, if not impoffible, they took flieiter in the

port of Berghcn in Norway ^.

w Phllips's conrinuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 5^39, The intelligencer,

N°. 47. p. 454. Skinner's continuation of Bates, p. S3. Annals of the Hni-

verfe, p. iij. Journal of the earl of Sandwich. Lord Arlington's letters,

vol. ii, p. 82. The queen mother, at parting with the king, prevailed on him

to or .mifc her, that the duke (hould not go to fea again in the next expedition.

l.Ue of Lord Clarendon, vol. ii, p. jiS. " Annals of the unf-

vcrfe, p. 118. Lord Arlington's letters, p. 83, 84. Kennet, vol. iii. p. xyj,

F.chard's hift.ry of EngUiid, p. 821. V Bafnage annales des pro-

visces unies, tome i. p. 744, 74J. Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces, tome iii,

liv. xiv. La vie de Ruyter, p. 250, Lord Arlington's letters, p. 85. Let-
trcs, ct memoires du Comte d'Ellrades, tome ii. p. »;o. z Skinner's

continuation of Hues, p. 84. Annals of the univerfe, p. 118. Gefta B.itao-

norum, p. 510. Coke's detcftiojj, vol. ii. p. jS- Bafn gf. dnrjjles des pro^-

viiices luiies, tome t. p. 747.

The
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The port was pretty eafy of accels, and covered only by iti

old caftle ; the Danifh governor indeed promifed the Dutch to

do for them what he could, and they were wilHng to contribute

as much as in them lay to render him able. In order to this,

they landed forty-one pieces of cannon, vvdiich were difpofed

on a line before the fort : then the Dutch drew another line

crofs the bay, confifting of their largeft fliips j and in this po-

fture they waited for the Englifh. It was not long before they

appeared ; for the earl of Sandwich having advice of their be-

ing put into Berghen, had detached Sir Thomas Tyddiman with

fourteen fail of men of war, and three fire-fliips, to attack

them. This he performed with great courage, though the wind

was againft them, and the enertiy made a prodigious fire from

the caftle, the line, and the fliips; fo that at laft he was forced

to bear out of the bay, and this he performed without the lofs

of a fhip, though he had five or fix very ill treated^.

The flates by this time, partly by threats, partly by puniGi-

ment, but ftlll more by promifes and rewards, had again man-

ned out a ftout fleet. Admiral de Ruyter had the command of

it, which gave no fmall difpleafurc to Tromp ; but he grew in-

to a better temper, when he perceived that his competitor had

the command only in appearance''. Their great ftatefman de

Witte, not fatisfied with direfting all things in the Dutch coun-

cils, refolved alfo to direct their fleets ; to v.-hich end he got

himfelf, and two other deputies, Meffrs. Kuygens and Boreel^

appointed to attend the admiral. A ftep oppofed by all his

friends, and directly contrary to the fentlments of the French

king, who was afraid, if by any accident he loft M. de Witte,

he fhould not find the ftates fo tractable as they had been for

fome years paft<^.

The penfionary, however, perfifted in this defign, and gain-

ed a very great reputation in his new charafter, even before

2 In order to come as near the truth as poflible, I Isax-e compared the Dutch

commodore's letter with one wrote by the earl of Arlington, fecretarjr of ftate,

dated from Salifbury, Aug. i;, 1C65, where the court then refided on account

of the pligne being in London. Arlington's letters, vol ii. p* 86, 87. Sec

alfo mifcelLinea lulica, p. 359, 3(?o. t> Le Clcrc hiftoire des pro-

vir.ces uiiies, fome iii. p. 8j. Ncuville hiftoire de HclUnde, tome iii. c. lo;

Leevcn Van Tromp. ^ Balnagc aundles des province^ unies, tome i.

P^gc 745.

the
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the fleet put to fea ; and, though I cannot fay that this relates

to Englifh hiftory, yet, as it has a near relation to naval affairs,

I hope the reader will not be difpleafed at my telling him, how
de Witte acquired fo fuddenly this high reputation. When
he came on board the fleet in the Texel, the pilots, captains,

and admirals, were unanimoufly of opinion, that they muft wait

for a fair wind in order to get out, though there were two paf-

fages. As to the larger, they faid, that two and twenty winds

might abfolutely hinder a fleet from failing through it ; and that

in refpe£l to the latter, it was two flaallow for large fiiips to

pafs. M. de Witte, who was no feaman, inquired into the

reafon why fo many winds fhould keep them in, and the next

morning demonftrated to the pilots upon their own principles,

that no winds blowing from more than four of thefe points,

could produce this efFe6l 5 which experience has fince fully jufti-

fled. Yet the wind being at that time in one of thel'e four

points, de Witte went the fame day and examined the Spaniih

paflage with a lead, and having done this, he and Mr. Van
Haaren, who accompanied him, undertook with the next tide,

to carry out two of the largefl: fbips in the fleet, which they

performed very fafeiy, and the reft followed the next day ; and

ever fince this has been called de Witte's passage J.

The point he had principally in view was, to bring off the

Eaft India fleet from Berghen, which was a very difficult thing,

confidering the Englifh fleet was then at fea. He found means,

however, to pafs by them, and arrived fafeiy before Berghen,

where the Dutch had found a new enemy in their old defender.

The Danifh governor modefl;ly defired a hundred thoiifand

crowns for the affiftance he had given them in the late afRiir,

and threatened to fink them without ceremony, if they offered

to flir out of the port before they had complied with his de-

mand. The arrival of the fleet made him change his language:

he was content they fliould fail then without paying the money

;

but in order to have fomewhat towards it, he kept the cannon

they had put afliore ^.

d Wicquefort, hlftoire des provinces unie«, liv. xv. The Dutch term in the

piaps was Spanjards Gat, now they call it, Heer de Witte's diep. ^ Baf-

fiage annaies des provinces nnif s, vol. i. p. 747. Le Clcrc hiftoire des provinces

unies, tome iii. liv. xiv.

Thus
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Thus far de Witte was very fuccefsful ; but hi his return

home, the fleet was fcattered by a ftorm, in which were loll

two fire-fliips, and fome of the merchant-men. The vice-ad-

miral, and rear-admiral of the Eaft India fleet, (hips of very

great value, with four men of war, were taken by five Englifh

frigates, which the fame ftorm had feparated from our fleet

;

and foon after, four of their men of war, two fire-fhips, and

thirty merchant-men, joined our fleet inftead of their own, and

by this miftake were all taken ; which ended the operations of

this yearf.

The French perceiving that the fcales were no longer even,

but that the Dutch would certainly be deflroyed, if left entirely

to themfelves ; or, which they more apprehended, would be

forced to make fuch a peace as we fliould prefcribe, refolved to

declare in their favour. It may not be amifs, in order to fliew

what fort of an enemy this court has always been, to obferve,

that immediately upon this declaration, flie began to cabal with

our republicans, and adlually endeavoured to draw general

Ludlow from his retreat, that flie might fend him over to head

their friends, as they now called them, on this fide the water.

By the perfuafion of France, the king of Denmark, who had

concurred with us in the bufinefs of Berghen, and the elc£lor

of Brandenburgh declared alfo for the Dutch ; but the former

was well paid for it, fince the ftates forgave him a debt of fix

millions of guilders, and undertook to pay him an annual fub-

fidy of one million and a half more, fo long as the war fhould

laft^.

It quickly appeared, that France, by taking this meafure, meant

to make herfelf at once a maritime power; for having promil^d

to aflift the Dutch with a fleet of fix and thirty men of war,

they were thus made up. Twelve were built by Dutch car-

penters, in the Dutch docks ; twelve more were made out of

f Coke's dcteftion, vol. ii. p. 38. Annals of the univerfe, p. rip. GeOa

Britannorum, p. S"- Lettres, memoires, Sec. du comte d'Eftrade?, tome ii.

p. 364. Mifcellanea aulica, p. 3(51. S Ph'.Iips's conMiiuation of

Heath's chroniile, p. 549. Skinner's continuation of Bates, p. 85, 85. An-

nals of the univerle, p. 149. Memuires dii comte d'Eflrades, tome ii. p. 318,

502, 515, tome iii. p. zp, 30, 53, 64. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. i. p. 58,

I

S9'
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large lauiamcn, pnrcliafed in the fame country, and the other

twelve were either built or bought in the ports of Denmark.

Befides this, the French minifter, the count d'Eftrades, infifted

upon the delivering up two Eaft India fhips, of which the Dutch

had made prizes, and wrefted from them many other concel-

fions, to purchafe his mafter's declaration in their favour, agree-

able to his fecret treaty in anno 1662, which was the genuine

fource of this v/ar. and a long train of miferies with which this

ftate was afflidled ^.

When all this was done, the French were for fetting on

foot a negociation ; but king Charles being then in the true in-

tereft of his fubjefts, was (at leaO: to them) very deaf on that

iear. He faid, the Dutch had injured England to the amount

cf two rnilllons ; and if they thought fit to pay fo much mo-

ney, he was willing to grant them a peace without any media-

tion at all. Nay, the king carried it dill higher ; for he de-

clared, in cafe he made fuch a peace with the Dutch, their al-

lies fliould be left out of it ; which, confidering the flrength of

the confederacy, and that the plague then raged in England,

feems to prove that this prince did not want fpirit enough,

when his own good fenfe told him he was engaged in a right

caufe ; for, at that time, we had not a fingle ally, but the

martial and niercenary biihop of Munfter, who, though he gave

the Dutch a great deal of trouble, yet did it entirely at our ex-

pence '.

The next year opened a new fcene ; the king recalled his

ambaiTador, lord Holies, from the French court, and fent the

earl of Sandwich in that quality to Spain : two of the wifeft

fteps in his whole reign ; for, by the firft, he broke entirely

(for this time at leaft) with that perfidious court; and, in con-

fequcnce of the fecond, he concluded the moil beneficial treaty

h Lettres d'Effrades, tome ii. Bafnage, tome i. p. 770, 771. Le Clerr,

tome iii. p. loz. where it appears the Fiench meJitated the furprife of two of

the feveti provinces by the troops faid to march for their aflaflance. i Phi.

lips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 544. Gefta Britannorum, p, cu.
Lord Arlington's Ittters, vol. i. p. i, 34, 35, 35, 81. Echard's hiftory of Eng-
land, p. 8i8. Lettres, memoires, (sfc, du comte d'Eftrades, tome ii, p. 390,

406, 408, 415. Letters of Sir William Temple, in his worki, v^^l. ii,

p. 4-

Vol. II. O rot
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of commerce, that was ever made for this nation ••. As to na-

val affairs it was refolved, that the fleet fliould be commanded

by prince Rupert, and the duke of Albemarle; the former ta

look after the French, who began to talk very high, and the

latter to aft againft the Dutch '.

Before we fpeak of the confeqttences of thefe capital under-

takings, it may not be amifs to take fome notice of an incident

whrch happened at Lifbon, becaufe it fhews the gallant fpirit of

that age. There were in that port a confiderable number of

Englifli merchant-men, which were to come home under the

convoy of the Guinea frigate. A large French man of war

was alfo there, and the captain daily boafted to the Portugucfc

what he woGid do whenever the Englifh frigate put to fea.

This coming to the ears of captain Coite, who commanded

her, he fent the Frenchman word he would fail the next morn-

ing, which he performed accordingly j but having hovered on

the coaft three days, in expeftation of being chaced, he return-

ed into port, carried out hisfl^et of merchant-men, and brought

them fafe into the river Thames, the Frenchman continuing all

the while qtiiet in the harbour of Lifbon'*'.

Prince Rupert, and the duke of Albemarle, went on board

the fleet on the 23d of April, 1666, and failed with it in the

beginning of May. Towards the latter end of that month, the

court was informed, that the French fleet, under the command
of the duke of Beaufort, were coming out to the affiftance of

the Dutch. But this rumour of their joining the Dutch, was

fpread by the court of France, in order to deceive us, and di-

flrefs the Dutch ; themfelves in reality having no fuch intention.

Upon the receiving this news, the court fent pofitive orders to

prince Rupert to fail with the v^hite fquadron to look out and

fight the French j which command that brave prince obeyed,

but found it, what many wife people before thought it, a mere

V Philips'^ contimiatbn of Heath's clironicle, p. 545. Annsls of tlie uni-

vcrfe, p. 137, *??. Lord Arlington's letters, Vol. i. page 62, 65, 75. VoL

ii. page 17!'. Lettrcs, memoircs du comte d'Eltrades, tome iii. p. 131. Corps

nnivcrfal diplomatique diJ droit de gens, tome vii. part i, p. 17. ' Gam-

ble's life of general Monk, p. 43>4- The hiflorian's gnide, p, S7- Coke's de-

rc<flion, vol. ii. p. 39. "^ philips's continRation of Heath's chronicle,

gafconade,
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gafconade, intended to hurt us, and to raife the courage of their

new allies, in order to bring them into ftill greater dangers °.

At the fame time prince Rupert failed from the Downs, the

Dutch with their whole force put to fea, the wind at north-eafi,

and having a frefh gale. This brought the Dutch fleet on the

(Coafts of Dunkirk, and carried away his highnefs towards the Ille

of "Wight ; but the wind fuddenly fhifting to the fouth-weft, and

blowing hard, brought both the Dutch and the duke of Albe-

marle with his two fquadrons to an anchor. Captain Bacon ia

the Briflol firfb difcovered the enemy, and, by firing his guns,

^ave notice of it to the Englifli fleet. Upon this a council of

war was called, wherein, without much debate, it was refolved

to fight the enemy, notwithftanding their great fuperiority •'.

After the departure of prince Rupert, the duke of Albemarle

had with him only fixty fail j whereas the Dutch fleet confifted

of ninety-one men of war, carrying four thoufand feven hun-

dred and fixteen guns, and twenty-two thoufand four hundred

and fixty-two men. It was the firft of June when they were

difcerned, and the duke was fo warm for engaging, that he at-

tacked the enemy before they had time to weigh anchor ; and,

as de Ruyter himfelf fays in his ietter, they were obliged to cut

their cables ; and in the fame letter he alfo owns, that, to the

laft, the Englifli were the aggreflbre, notwithftanding their in-

feriority and other difadvantages. The Englifh fleet \\^d the

weather-gage, but the wind bowed their fhips fo much, that

they could not ufe their loweft tier. Sir William Berkley's fqua-

dron led the van. The duke of Albemarle, when he came pr^

the coaft of Dunkirk, to avoid running full on a fand, made 3i

fudden tack, and this brought his top-maft by the board, which

compelled him to lie by four or five hours, til| another could be

o Skinner's continuation of Bates, part iii. p. 86. Bifliop Parker'* hiftory of

his own time, p. loi. Gamble's life of general Monk, p. 427. Lord Arlington'*

letters, vol. ii. p. 17J, 178, 180, 188, 194. Coke's detection, vt-i. ii, p. 39.

Lettres, mem. dc comte d'Eftrades, tome iii. p. 78, 113, 129, 135. o Gunri-

Llt's life of general Monk, p. 418. Coke's deteiflion, vol. ii. p. 39. Bafnagc

annales des provinces iinies, tome i. p. 771. Le Cletc hifioiredes provinces uniei;,

fom. iii. liv. I4. Nenville hiftoire de ll&llande, torn. iii. chap. 13. Leevens der

Zechclden twcede dctl, p, io?. Sir John Hvman'j account of this engagement.

O 2 let
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fet up. The blue fquadron knowing nothing of this, failed on,

charging through the Dutch fleet, though they y/ere five to oneP.

In this engagement fell the brave Sir William Berkley, and

his fiiip, the Swiftfure, a fecpnd rate, was taken ; fo was the

EfTex, a third rate ; and Sir John Harman, in the I+enry, had

the whole Zealand fquadron to deal with. His Ihip being dif-

abled, the Dutch admiral Cornelius Evertz, called to Sir John,

and oiFered him quarter, who anfwered, " No, Sir! it is not

" come to that yet ;" and immediately difcharged a broadfide,

by which fvertz was killed, and feveral of his Ihips damaged ;

which fo difcouraged their captains, that they quitted the Henryj

and fent three fire-fliips to burn her. The firft grappled on her

ftarboard quarters, and there began to raife fo thick a fmoke,

that it was impolTible to perceive where the irons were fixed.

At lafV, when the fliip began to blaze, the hoatfwain of the

Henry threw himfelf on board, and having, by its own light,

difcovered and removed the grappling irons, in the fame infi:ant

jumped back on board his own (hip. He had fcarce done this,

before another fire fliip was fixed on the larboard, which did

its bufinefs fo effedtually, that the fails being quickly on fire,

frighted the chaplain and fifty men overboard. Upon this. Sir

John drew his fword, and threatened to kill any man who
Ihould attempt to provide for his own fafety by leaving the fhip.

This obliged them to endeavour to put out the fire, which in a

fhort time they did ; but the cordage being burnt, the crofs-

beam fell and broke Sir John's leg, at which iniVant the third

£re-fhip bore down j but four pieces of cannon loaded with

chain-fhot difabled her: fo that, after all, Sir John brought his

fhip into Harwich, where he repaired her as well as he could,

and, notwithftanding his broken leg, put to fea again to feek

the Dutch. The battle ended on the firfi: day about ten in th«

evening *'.

I' Philips's cotitiniution of Heath's chronicle, p. 550. Bifbop Parker's hHtory

of his ov.n times, p. 101. Skinuer's continuation of Bates, p. 87. Annals of the

iiniverle, p. 139. Eafnagc annales dcs provinces unies, tome i. p. 773. La vie

d; Ruyter, p. apo. t Thefe circiimftances are taken from Sir John Har-

nian's rdarion, who blames the duke's eagernefs for fighting, and mentions his

own affairs only to lliew, how hard the Englifh were put to it. As to the matters

cf Jad ill this account, they are conliinied by ill ilic Duiclj authojs,

The
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The following night was fpent in repairing the damage fufKtr-

ed on both fides, and next nriorning the attack was renewed by

the EngllHi with frefl^ vigour. Admiral Van Tromp, with vice-

admiral Vander Hulft, being on board one (hip, raihly engaged

it among the Engliili, and their veflel was in the utmoft danger

of being either taken or burnt. The Dutch affairs, according

to their own account, were now in a defperate condition ; but

admiral de Ruyter at laft difengaged them, though not till his

Ihip was difabled, and vice-admiral Vander Hulft killed. This

pnly changed the fcene ; for de Ruyter was now as hard preffed

as Tromp had been before. Howeverj a reinforcement arriving

preferred him alfo ; and fo the fecond day's fight ended earlier

than the fir^:^

The third day, the duke of Albemarle, found It necefTiry to

yetreat ; and he performed It with wonderful courage and con-

du£l. He firft burnt three fhips that were abfolutely difabled ;

he next caufed fuch as were moft torn to fail before ; and, with

twenty-eight men of war that were in a pretty good condition,

brought up the rear*. Sir John Harman, indeed, fays he had

but fixteen fliips that were able to fight ^ Yet, in the evening,

his grace, difcovering the white fquadron coming to his afFiftance,

refolved to engage the enemy again. In joining prince Rupert,

a very unlucky accident happened •, for Sir George Ayicue, who

•was on board the R.oyal Prince, the largert and heavied fliip

in the whole fleet, ran upon the Galloper ; and being there in

danger of burning, and out of all hopes of relief, was forced

to furrender ; apd pight then falling, ended this day's engage-

ment ".

•" Skinnei's life of grneral Monk, p. ^41. Kennet's complete hiftory of £"{;•

land, vol. iii. p. i3i. Echard's hiflory of England, p. S^o Le Clcrc hilloirs

des provinces iinies, tome iii. liv. 14. Letties, meinoiies <1u comte d'Eflradef,

tome iii. p. 268. Menn)ires du comte de Guiche, p. 13^, Neiiville liifl. de Hol-

lande, tome iii. p. 175, s S^e an extradt from the journal bo.ik of a pua-

cipal flag-officer in this battle, in Guml/le's life of general Monk, p. 4-0. Skin-

net's continuation of Bdtes, p. 89. Philips'* continuation of Heath's chronicle,

p. 551. ^ In his narration, an extraft of which may be found in Kenneth

vol. iii. p. 181, " Parker's hiftory of his own time, p. loi. Skinner's life

of general Monk, p. 345. Coke's deteftion, vol. ii. p. 41. Bifnap.e annates rirs

provinces unics, tome i. p. 776. Letires, memoires du corate d'Eftrades, tome

iii. p. itSp.

On



lio NAVALHISTORY
On the 4th of June, the Dutch, who were ftill confiderahly

ftronger than the Enghih, were almoft out of fight ; but the

duke of Albemarle, having prevailed on the prince to follow

them, about eight in the morning they engaged again, and the

Englilli fleet charged five times through the Dutch j till prince

Rupert's fhip being difabled, and that of the duke of Albemarle

very roughly handled, about feven in the evening the fleets fepa-

rated, each fide being willing enough to retire. In this day's

engagement fell that gallant admiral Sir Chriftopher Minnes,

who, having a fliot in the neck, remained upon deck, and gave

orders, keeping the blood from flowing, with his fingers, above

an hour, till another fliot pierced his throat, and put an end to

his pain^.

This was the moft terrible battle fought in this, or perhaps

jn any other war, ns the Dutch admirals themfelves fay j and

the penfioner de Witte, who was no flatterer of our nation, yet

too quick a man not to difcern, and of too great a fpirit to con-

ceal the truthj faid roundly upon this occafipn, <* Jf the Englifh

" were beat, their defeat did them more honour than all their

** former vidlories ; their own fleet could never have been

" brought on after the firfl day's fight, and he believed none
** but theirs could ; and all the Dutch had difcovered was, that

*< Englifhmen might be killed, and Englifli fliips burnt j but

" that the Englifh courage was invincible \" Of this panegyric

it is hard to determine, whether it does more honour to him

who made it, or to the Engliih nation,

After all, it is by no means eafy to fey who were vidlors upon

the whole, or what was the lofs of the vanquiftied. Some

Dutch writers talk of thirty-five (hips, and between five and fix

thoufand men lofl by the Engliih 5 which is more than half their

fleet, and very little lefs than all their Teamen. Their bed hif-

torians, however, compute our lofs at fixteen men of war, of

which ten were funk, and fix taken. Our writers fay, the Dutch

loft fifteen men of war, twenty-one captains, and five thoufand

" Pl/ilips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 551. Echard's hifiory of

England, p. 8jo. A triis narra'ive of the engagement between his niajefty's fleet

jnd that of Holland, begun June i, lOCC, at two o'clock in the afternoon, and

continning till (he 4th at ten o'clock at night, Publiilied by command. London,

printed by Thomas iNcwctr.ib-, iCCi, fu. ^ Wictjucfwrt hill, dcs provinces

i;!jis'j liv. XV.

men:
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1

men : themfelves own the lofs of nine fliips, and that there was

a moft prodigious flaughter of their feamen ^.

The duke of Albemarle was much blamed for his rafhnefs ',

and great contempt of the Dutch. It feems he was of the fame

fentiment with Blake, and thought that fighting was, almoft on

any terms, preferable to running away, in a nation who pretend

to the dominion of the fea ; and whoever fhall condder the re-

putation we ftill retain from the glorious fpirit of thefe intrepid

men, will fcarce think it reafonable to hazard his own character

by attacking theirs. It is enough that we live in cooler times,

when men may be confidered as heroes upon moderate terms

:

let us, therefore, content ourfelves with juflifying our own con-

dudt, without cenfuring that of others, while, in the fame breath,

we confefs that it is no eafy thing to imitate it.

The Dutch had once more the credit of appearing at Tea be-

fore the Englilh, their (hips having in thefe engagements fufFercd

lefs. They flrft affe£ted to brave us on our own coafts, and

next to go in fearch of their French allies, who certainly never

meant to afford them any real afliftance. It was not long before

the Englifh appeared. The fleet confified of eighty men of war,

great and fmall, and nineteen fire-fhips, divided into three fqua-

drons : the red under prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle,

who were on board the fame fhip. Sir Jofeph Jordan their vice,

and Sir Robert Holmes their rear-admiral. Sir Thomas Allen

was admiral of the white, and had under him Sir Thomas Tyd-

y Bafnage annaks des provinces unies, torn. i. p. 778, 779, Le Clerc hift. des

provinces unies, torn, ni. liv. 14. Neuville hift.de Holiande, torn. iii. ch. 13.

See de Ruytcr's letters to the ftates, the Dutch, French, and Englifh accounts

of this battle, and Sir George Ayfcue's letter to the king, dated from the caftje

of Loveftein, June io, 1666, in la vie du Ruyter, p. 2(jo— 350, The count
d'Eftrades, in his letter to the king of the 17th of June, fays, the Dutch look
eleven large fhips, and burned or funk ten; that the white fquadron was totally

deflroyed, Sir Ge irge Ayfcue made prifoner, and his rtiip burned ; that the vice-

admiral, commanded by Berkley governor of Portfmouth, of feventy guns,
was brought into the Maefe, with five others of the like force ; that three thou-
fand men perifl^ed, and as many made prifoners. In his letter of July i. he fays

De Witte told the ftates, that the En|;lifh had loft twenty-f^^nr (hips, and nine or
t:n thoufard men, and that eighteen ftiips were fo difabled, that they would not
be fit for fcrvice in a long time. See his letter alfo of the eighth of the f^mfi

month. 2 Coke's deteaion, vol. ii. p. 41. Gamble's life of Monk, p. 431.
43S' Skitiner's life of Monk, p. jyi.

diman.
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diman, and rear-admiral Utburt. Sir Jeremiah Smith carried

the blue flag, and his officers were Sir Edward Spragge and rear-

admiral Kempthorne^. The Dutch, according to their own ac-

counts, had eighty-eight men of war, and twenty fire-fhips, di-

vided a]fo into three fquadrons, under lieutenant-admiral de

H-uyter, John Evertz, (brother to the admiral who was killed in

the former engagement), and Van Tromp''.

On the 25th of June, about noon, the Englifh came up with

the enemy off the north foreland. Sir Thomas Allen with the

white fquadron began the battle by attacking Evertz. Prince

Knpert and the duke, about one in the afternoon, made a defpe-

rate attack upon de Ruyter, whofe fquadron was in the centre

of the Dutch fleet, and, after fighting about three hours, were

obliged to go on board another fhip. In this fpace the white

iquadron had intirely defeated their enemies, admiral John

Evertz, his vice-admiral de Vries, and his rear-admiral Koen-

ders, being all killed, the vice-admiral of Zealand taken, and an-

other Oiip of fifty guns burnt. The prince and duke fought de

Ruyter ftiip to fhip, difabled the Guelderland of fixty-fix guns,

which was one of his feconds, killed the captain of another, and

mortally wounded tv/o more ; upon which the Dutch fquadron

began to fly *^. However, vice-admiral Van Nes flood bravely

by de Ruyter, and his fhip received great damage: yet, being

at lafl deferted by all but kven (hips, they yielded to neceffityj

and followed the reft of their fleet as faft as they could.

Admiral de Ruyter's fhip was fo miferably torn, and his crew

fo difpirited and fatigued, that he could have made but little re-

finance, and nothing but the want of wind hindered the Englifli

from boarding him. As for admiral Van Tromp, he was enga-

' Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. y;i. Skinner's continuation

of Bates, p. s>i. Annals of the univerfe, p. 140. Coke's detcdHon, vol. ii. p. 41.

1 ord A;I.nj;ton's letters, vol. i. p. 87, 88. vol. ii. p. 181. b Brandt Lec-

ven Van de Ruyter, p. coy, Bafnage annales des provinces uhic:, tome i. p. 781.

Le CLrc hid. des provinces unies, tome iii. liv. 14. Neuville hid. de Ilollande,

tome iii. ch. 13. Lettres, memoires du comte d'Ellrades, tome iii. p, 189, 197.

La vie de Riiyttr, p. 358. '^ Philips's continuition of Baker's chronicle,

p. 754- Giimblt's life of General Monk, p. 439. Skioner's continuatiijn of Bates,

p. yi. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 182. Kennel's hii'ory of England,

vol. iii. p. aSi. Echard's hiUory of England, p. 8;x. a;;d o:l:cr, hillorians,

Mifc.llanes aulica, p. 412.

ped
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•ged with Sir Jeremiah Smith, and the blue fquadron at a diftance,

and fo could not affift his friends. As his was the ftrongefl

fquadron of the Dutch fleet, and Smith's the weakeft of th5

Englifh, we had no great advantage on that fide ;
yet feme we

had, his vice-admirars Ihip being difabled, and his rear-admiral

killed ; which, however, did not hinder his fighting it out with

much bravery as long as there v/as any light '^.

Admiral de Ruytcr continued his retreat that night, and the

next day prince Rupert and the duke orf Albemarle purfued him,

with part of the red fquadron, with as much vigour as the wind

would permit. A fire-fliip bore down upon the Dutch admiral,

and mifled very little of fetting him on fire. They then cannon-

aded again, when de Ruytei" found himfelf fo hard prefled, and

his fleet in fuch imiiinent danger, that in a fit of defpair he cried

out, " My God, what a wretch am I! amongft fo many thou-

«' fand bullets is not there one to put me out of my pain ?" By

degrees, however, he drew near their own fl^allow coaft, where

the Englifh could not follow him. Upon this occafion prince

Rupert infulted the Dutch admiral, by fending a little fhallop

called the Fanfan, with tv/o fmall guns on board, which, being

by force of oars brought near de Ruyter's veflcl, fired upon him

for two hours together ; but at lafl a ball from the Dutch admi-

ral fo damaged this contemptible enemy, that the crew were

forced to row, and that briflsily, to faTe their lives. The enemy-

being driven over the flats into the wielings., the Englifli went to

iy at Schoneveit, the ufual rendesvous of the Dutch fleets ^.

This Avas the clearefl viftovy gained during the whole war:

the Dutch were miferably beaten, and their two great admirals

de Ruyter and Tromp had nothing to do but to lay the blame on

each other, which they did with all the aggravating circumftanccs

they could devife f
. In this battle the Dutch loft twenty fhips

;

four

d Bafnage annale? des provinces unies, t«me i. p. -^So. Le Clerc hift. des pro-

vinces unies, tome iii. ivv. 14. NeiiviUe hillore de HoUande, tome iii. chap. 14.

La vie de Ruyter, p, 361. Lettres, memoires du comte d'Eftrades, tome iii.

p. 336. Memoires dii comte de Giiiche, liv, ji p. 3.75- ^ Bafna^e annajes

des province* unies, vol. i. p. 783. Le Clerc hi(l. des province? lu.ies, tome iii.

Mv. 14. Neuville hid. de Hollande, torn. iii. chap. 14. La vie de Ruyter, p. 368,

;69. Skinner's life of general Monk, p. 3S9. f Bafnage and the other

j;utch hiftorians fpeak largely of this quarrel. Sec Tromp's letter to the ftstes-

¥oL. II. P general,
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four ^(Jmirals killed, and a great many captains : as to private

fnen, there might be about 4000 ilain, and 3000 wounded. The
• ^nglifli had only the Refolution burnt, three captains killed, an4

about 300 private men.

Upon this occalion it appeared, of how little feryice it is to

fpread falfe rumours amongft the populace. The Dutch people

had been alTured, that the laft battle had intirely ruined the na-

val fti-ength of England, and that their fleet, when it failed out,

was gone tp dpftroy the coafting trade, and to infult the fea-

port§ of our ifland. When, therefore, in the fpace of fix weeks,

they faw the reverfe of this, their own countrymen flying, the

Jingliili navy ftationed on their fliore, and their whole commerce

»t a ftand, their fury is not to be ei^preiTed. They reproached

their governors not only with want of cour-^ e and fortune, but

alfo with being deficient in point ofprobity, and with endeavour-

ing to impofe on a nation they could not protect. Their rage,

furious as it was, received no fmall increafe from a new misfor-

tune, heavier in itfelf, and more {hameful in its nature, than any

they had ever fuftaineci ; yet whether fo honourable to the Eng-

Jiili as fome have reprefented it, I will not take upon me to de-

termine, byt leave it to the decilion of the candid reader, when

he fhaU h^ve yead the beft account of the matter X am able to

give 8.

On the 29th of July the Englifh fleet weighed anchor, ancj

Aeei ed their courfe for the Ulie ; but the wind being contrary,

they did not make the ifland till the 7th of Auguft. Being then,

^oine to anchor, prince Rupert and the duke pf Albemarle re-

genenl, dated Aiigiifl 13, i(5(5fi, in la vie de Ruyter, p. 3T(J. See the letter of
the count d'Eftrades to the king, dated Auguft ii, 1666, in lettres,' memoires dii

eomte d'£ftrades, tomeiii. p. 345. Memoires du comte de Guiche, liv. ii. p. 170.

B The Dutch miniflers, who in ibofe times preache4 as if they had the rclls

of deftiny lying open before them, affirmed the fire of London, which happened

(he September following, to be a judgment from heaven for this aftion. Some
of our own writers are very angry with it, and with Sir Robert Holmes for per-

forming it : but this is quite abfurd, Cnce he a«fled in confequence of the refolu-

tion of a council of war, and is therefore commendable in this refped, whatever

may be thought of his orders, or his condnft in other things. Philips's continu-

ation of Heath's chronicle, p. 553. Skinner's continuation of Bates, p. pj.

Coke's deteftion, vol. ii. p. 41. Gumble's life of Monk, p. 441. Annals of the

isnjverfe, p. 14^, Kenner, vol. iii. Oldmixoa's hiflory of the Stuarts, vol. i.

p. 5^8. Echard's hiflory of Engl^ndj p. 831. Burchci's naval hiJtcry, p, 400.

ceived
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fceived intelligence, that, notwithftanding there Were very rich

hiagazines on the iflands, and a large fleet of merchantmen lying

between them, yet Ulie and Schelling were very indifferently

guarded ; upon which it was refolved to attack them without

delay''.

Upon this, a council of flag-officers was called, in brder to

make the heceiTary difpofitions for this great attempt. There it

Was refolved, that 300 men (hould be drawn oiit of each fqua-

dron, two thirds land and one third fea men, under nine cap-

tains, and the whole to be executed under the dire£lion of Sir

Robert Holmes, rear-admiral of the red^ with whom went Sir

William Jennings, who, in cafe it was found expedient to attack:

both iflands at the fame time, was to command one divifionc

The fhips appointed for this eftterprize were five fourth j three

fifth rates, live fire-fhips, and feven ketches, as Sir Robert

Holmes tells us in his relation of the affair'.

On the 9th of Auguft, about feven in the morning, this fqua-

dron weighed, divided from the refl of the fleet, and came to

tmchor about a league from the Buoys^ where they met th«

prince's pleafure-boat called the Fanfan, the crew of which had

difcovered in the harbour a confiderable fleet of fhips near the

tjlie, which proved to be 1 70 merchant-fhips, the leaft of which

•was not of lefs than 200 tons burden, with two men of war,

which had lately convoyed home near 100 of thofe fhips froni

the northward, fome from the Streights, fome from Guinea^

fome from Ruffia, iome from the caft countries : the reft were

outward-bound fhips, all of which likewife were very richly

laden ^
Sir R.obert Holmes, confidering ^hat if he fliould proceed, as

his deflgn was, firft to attempt a defcent on the land, that nu-

h The Ulie is an ifland fiom wlilch ihe Dutch fleets tifually fail to the Baltic
5

It has the Texel on the fouth, and Schelling on the north.

J I take this from the account by authority, intitled, A true and psrfefV nar-

tative of the great Aiccefs d a part of his Mijtfty's fleet by their burning 160

jbutch fliips within the Ulie. Of this there is an extra£t in Kennet, vol, iii.

p. iSi. Scealfo Skinner's life of general Monk, p. 3(Si. Philips's continuatiori

of Baker's chronicle, p. 754. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 188.

k If the reader confidcrs the number, the burden, and the trade^ in which thefc

fliips were employed, he will cafiiy difcern the credit due tg the fubfcquent ac-

count of da tn ages.

F "S merous
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Rierous fleet might poflibly pour in. fuch numbers of men, a4

might render the fuccefs hazardous, refolved to begin with the

fliips; and accordingly, having ordered the Advice and the

Hampfliire to ly without the Buoys, he weighed with the reft o£

his fleet ; and, the wind being contrary, he turned with much

ado into Schelling roaxl, where the Tyger came to anchor, and

immediately Sir Robert went on board the Fanfan, and hoifted

his flag; upon which the officers came on board him, and there

it was ordered, that the Pembroke which drew the leaft water,

with the five fire-fliips, fliould fall in amongfi the enemy's fleet

with what fpeed they could.

Captain Brown with his fire-fliip chofe very bravely to lay the

biggefl: man of war on board, and burnt the veflcl downright.

Another fire-fhip running up at the fame time to the other man

of war, the eaptain, backing his fails, efcaped the prefent exe-

cution of the fire-fhip, but fo as to run the fliip on ground,

where it wa&prefently taken by fome of the long-boats, and fired.

The other Shree fire-fliips elapi^d the three great merchantmen

on board, which carried flags in their main-tops, and burnt them.

This put their fleet into great confufion, which Sir Robert

Holmes perceiving, made a fignal for all the ofiicers to come

©n board again, and prefently gave orders, that Sir "William

Jennings, with all the boats that could be fpared, ftiould take

the advantage, and fall in, fink, burn, and deftroy all they

could, but with a fl;ri6l command, that they fhould not plunder.

The execution was fo well followed, each captain deftroying his

iliare, Ibme twelve, fome fifteen merchantmen, that, of ths

whole fleet, there efcaped not above eight or nine fl\ips, one of

which was a Gaineaman of twenty-four guns, and three finall

privateers t thefs flwps,. being driven up into a narrov/er corner"

of the ftream, ferved to prote6t four or five merchantmen that

were a-head of them, where it v/as not poffible for our boats to

come at them, though even thefe few were much damaged'.

The next day, being the tenth, it was found more expedient

to land on the illand of Schelling than upon that of Ulie, which

I This account agrees very well with what is faid on the fame fubjeft by the

JDiuch writers, who I'peak with horror o( this a^^ian, the town being inhabited hy

Mennonites, a fort of Dutch Quakers, who hold the ufe of arms repugnant to

tite Cliritlian principle, and are an honeft, hatmlcfs, indultriuus- kind of penphr.

was
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was performed by Sir Robert Holmes, with eleven companies in

his long-boats; and he debarked with little or no oppofition.

When he came on fliore, he left one company to fecure his boat,

and with the other ten marched three miles farther up into the

country to the capital town called Bandaris,. in which there were

upwards of looo very good houfes, where, keeping five compa-

nies upon the fkirts of the town to prevent any furprize from the

enemy, he fent the other five to fet fire to the place : but finding

them fomewhat flow in executing that order, and fearing they

might be tempted to forget themfelves in order to pillage, he was

himfelf forced to fet fire to fome houfes to the windward, the

fooner to difpatch the work, and haften his men away, which

burnt with fuch violence, that, in half an hour's time, moft part

of the town was in a bright dame. This place was reported, by

thofe that were found in it, to have been very rich, and fo it

appeared by fome of the foldiers pockets ; but very few people

were to be feen there, having had time to efcape from the dan-

ger, except fome old men and women, who were ufed by the

Englilli, after they fell into their hands, with all poflible gentle-

nefs and humanity".

This blow, and that, too, in many refpefts, greatly afFe£led the

Dutch, who, according to their own accounts, fuffered, by

burning the town and magazines, the lofs of near fix millions of

guilders ; and, if we take the fhips and their rich cargoes into

this computation, they confefs that they were lofers to the

amount of eleven millions, or 1,100,000 pounds fterling. We
need not wonder that this wound cut very deep, and engaged

the dates to ufe their utmoft diligence in fitting out a new fleet °.

But, before we come to this expedition, it may not be amifs

to introduce a pafiage, which hitherto has not found a place in

™ The damafre done by burning; of the town of Bandaris is fomewhat lefleiied

in the detoil given by M. de Neuvillc in his hift. de Hoihnde, tome iii. p. 187.

fi Bafnage annales des provinces iinies, tome i, p. 7 84. Le Clerc hi(t. de? pro-

vinces unies, tome iii. p. 151, i5»- Lettres, memoires du comte d'Eftrades,

tome iii. p. 360, who fays the Englifh burnt 140 merchantmen, two men of war,

and a village on the coaft, and that the whole lofs was computed at fix millions.

Memoire;: du comte de Guiche, liv. ii. p. s8i. Some writers make the lofs fu-

ftained by the Dutch ftill more, viz. 11,000,000 gnilders, or 1,200,000 pounds

ftsriittg. Lediard's naval hiftory, p. 38.7. Rnpin diminirueb the lofs, and the

n urn bit of iJ>ips.

OIU*
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our hiftory. The dcftroying the Dutch fliips, and the burning

the town of Bandaris, though done by Englifhmen, was no Eng-

Hfli projeil. One captain Heemflcerk, a Dutchman, who flea

hither for fear of his being called to an account for mifDehaviouf

under Opdani, was the author of that difmal fccne. After the

feturn of the fleet, he was one day at court, and boafting, irl

the hearing of King Charles II. of the bloody revenge he had

taken upon his country, that monarch, with a flern countenance^

bid him withdraw, and never prefume to appear again in hi*

prefence. He fent him, however, a very conflderable fum of

monev for the fervice, Avith which he retired to Venice. This

inftance of magnanimity in that generous prince has been long

and highly applauded by the Dutch "j why fliould it be any

longer unknown to the Englifh?

As fooa as the fleet was ready, the command was beflowed

on Michael de Ruyter, Tromp having at that time, in confe-

quence of his difpute with de Ruyter, laid down his coromiflion.

This navy confifted of feventy-nine men of war and frigates, and

twenty-feven fire-fiiips p. The firfh defign they had was to join

the French fquadron, which Louis XIV. had promifed to fit out

for their affifliance ; in this they were moft egregioufly difap-

pointed, and after a dangerous navigation, in which they weref

more than once chaced by a fuperior Englifli fleet, they vi-'ere glad

to return, though fired with indignation at fuch ufage, which^

it is faid, wrought fo powerfully on the mind of the gallant d*

Ruyter, as to throw him into a fit of fickncfs''.

"When the French thought the coaft was become pretty clear,

they ventured out withtheir fleet; but SirThomas Allen attacking

them with his fquadron, boarded the Ruby, a fine fliip of a thou-

fand tons and fifty-four guns, and carrying her in a fliort time"", it

fo difcouraged the French miniflry, that they fcarce trufted their

° Vie I'admiral de Ruyter, partic i. p. 375, 374. P Bafoage annales dcs

provinces utiles, tome i. p. 785. Le Clerc hift. des provhices unies, tome iiii

liv. 14. Ncuville hift. de Hollande, tome iii. chap. 14. La vie de Ruyter, ji»

419. Kennet's hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 183. Echard, and other writers.

1 The Dutch writers differ much from the Engiirti in leipefl to tiiefc particu-

lars, but their accounts are inconfiftent with each other. Befides, if they were

Superior at Tea, how came they n^t to join the French ?

r Letters to Sir William Temple, in his works, vol. ii. p. 131. Kennet's hiff,

of England, vol. iii. p. 183. Burchet's naval hilbiy, p. 400.

nay/



ID F King C H a Pv L E S IL 1,9

savy afterwards out of fight of their own fhore *. But, in the

pjean time, to convince the Englifh that they were determined

enemies, though they did not like fighting, they had recourfe to

a ftratagem ; or, to call the thing by its proper name, they fet

pn foot a dirty conspiracy for feizing the iflandof Guernfey. In

purfuit of this fine fcheme, they fent a gentleman, who was go-

vernor of one of the fortrefles upon their own coafts, to nego-

ciate with major-general Lambert, an old republican, who was -

prifoner in the ifland. But the general, it feems, preferred any

government to a French one, and therefore, having made a free

difcovery of thefe politicians, they were taken and hanged for

fpies ^ This, methinks, is fufncient to fliew, that both courts

"were enough in earned ; which, however, is a fact fome people

then, and not a few hiftorians now, pretend to doubt.

By the end of the year 1666, all parties began to grow weary

of this war; which was certainly diredlly, and at the fame time

equally oppofite to the welfare both of Britain and Holland,

and may, therefore, be juftly referred to the arts of France,

and the very peculiar fituation of the grand penfionary of IIoJ-

land, M- de Witte ; a man not more fortunate in bis abilities,

than unhappy in the application of them. A man who under-

llood the interefts of his country thoroughly, and, in his own
nature, was certainly inclined to promote them ; but having been

engaged from his birth in the defigns of a fadtion bent to ruin

the authority, intereft, and credit of the houfe of Orange, he
came, on account of his royal highnefs's near relation to it, to

]v.\ve an inveteracy againft the Englifli court, which grew fo

piuch the more vehement, the lefs caufe there was for it ".

He had plunged his country into this war chiefly to gratify

his own humour, and to pin himfelf efFe£lualIy on France^ and

now, when his countrymen were almofl: unanimoufly defirous

of peace, the overtures for which were well received, and rea-

* Lettres, memoires du coirte d'Eflrades, tome iii. p, 415, 450. Memoires
dii comte de Guiche, liv. ii. p. 195, t Philips's continuation of Heath's

chronicle, p. ss+. Mifcellanea aulica, p. 407. Echard's hift, of England, p. 83}.
" See his character in d'Eftrade's negociations, as well as in Bafna^e, and le

C!crc, who is his apoiogift at lead, if not his panegyrift
; yet he confcffc?, that

this ftatefman had never travelled, and was little vcrfed in the hiftory, politics^

{If iaterefls of ether coujitrics He wzs a roan inflexible, but not infallible.

dily
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dily complied with in England, he contrived in his own mind

fuch an extraordinary method of making war, as he thought

would effeclually raife the reputation of his family; and, at the

fame time, cut off the head of a very honeft gentleman, who,

at the requeft and by the confent of the ftates, had carried on

a correfpondence in England for facilitating a peace"'.

The king of Sweden having offered his mediation, it was

readily accepted on both fides. On the one hand, the plague,

the fire of London, and other national misfortunes, particularly

the reftleffnefs of fadtions, (a mifchief from which we are very

feldom long free), engaged King Charles to be very earneft as

well as fmcere in his defires of a peace. The Dutch, on the

other hand, needed it ; they w^ere drawn into the war to ferve

the purpofes of their miniftry, and many arts had been praflifed

to keep them in it, though rt was equally againft their interefts

and their inclinations. Now, therefore, when France found

pacific meafures expedient, or rather was convinced that carry-

ing the war on would ferve only to raife the reputation of Eng-

land, and to obfcure their own, as well as ruin the Dutch; a

treaty was fet on foot at Breda, not only at the defire of the

riates, but by their exprefs appointment both of time and place,

in which they were indulged by King Charles, purely to (hew

the fincerity of his refolution. Whilft this treaty was thus ne-

gociating, de Witte was refolved to put in practice his bafe pro-

ject; which, though executed with fuccefs, and efteemed glo-

rious for a moment, yet, in the end, proved fatal to his coun-

try, and more efpecially fo to himfelf and his brother, who, to

{hew how much it was their own, ha-d the immediate condu(ft

and execution of it*"'.

When

* The matter is very faiily ftated in Bsfnaj^e's annak, tome 1. p. 787, but

Mr. de Ncuvilk treats M. Buat, who fuffered on this occallon, as a downright

tiaitor, tiiough he owns he had formerly ferved his country with equal integrity

and courage. Le -Clerc hift. des provinces unic, tome iii. p. 1J3. Lcttres,

memoirc-s, &c. du comte d'Ellrades, tome iiu p. 351, 3i9, 3<5S, 449, 451-

Memoires du c:;mre de Guiche, liv. ii. p. 183. Lil« of the earJ of Clarendon,

\oi. iii. p. 619. Mifcellanea &ulica, p. 415. ^ Bafnage annales des

provinces units, tome i. p. 804. Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces urits, tome iii.

liv. 14. Wicquefort. Ncuville hift. de Hollande, tome iii. p, 154. Lettres,

rncmoires du corote d'Ellrades, Xome iii. p. 469, 471, 485, 487. See i\(>-> tom. iv,

K;n^ Charles acquainted the SwediiT. ambafiadors, that he would not treat with

tke



CF King CHARLES 11. I2i

When the penfionary John de Witte was laft on board the

Dutch fleet, and, in the abfence of the Englifhnavy, had cruiz-

ed upon our coaftj he took an opportunity of fending feveral

perfons to found the mouth of the river Thames, in order to

dlfcover how far it might be practicable to make any attempt

therein with large fhips ; and having by this means found, with

what facility the projedl he liad formed might be executed, he

refolved to proceed in it, notv/ithftanding the negociations for

peace were then far advanced. He at firft opened himfelf to

the count d'Eftrades, the French ambairadQr> who communi-

cated the defign to his court, where it met with the utmoft ap-

probation^ and where meafures were taken for rendering it ef-

fectual in its execution y.

To this end it was neceflary king Charles fhould E>e perfuaded

that there was no neceffity of fitting out a fleet for this year,

fince that would have rendered the defign of the Dutch ftatef-

man not only difficult and dangerous, but abfolutely impractica-

ble ^. With a view to thisj the queen mother (whofe advices

ivere always fatal to this nation) was perfuaded to write her fon

a letter, wherein (he informed him, that his moft Chriftian Ma-
jefty, and the ftates-general, had turned their thoughts entirely

the flates, unlefs they fent i proper perrin to London with prcpoiitions, miie, at

his requeft, a fuitable proviHon tor his nephew the prince of Orange, and agreed to

a proper regulation of the trade to the Indies ; that he expefted damages for the g e^t

lodes fuffered by ths war; an acknowledgment for the herring fifhing on his,

coafts, the nets being dragged on bis (hoie; that he (demanded no loWnS for

inatltion, but infifteJ on the gUal'anty of the emjjeror and other princes. See a!fa

memoires du comte deGuiche, iiv. ii. and iii. Philips's continuation of Heath's

chronicle, p. 560. Lord Arlington's letters, p. 213, 215, aal. Bishop -Parker's

hiftory of his own time, p. 113. f Le Clerc hift. des provinces uhies, tume

5ii. iiv, 14. p. I93, 194. Secrete refol, van Haer Iloog. Mog Saterdagh, jp Mar

-

tii, p. 5ix. Valkenier's Verwerd Europa, p. 73. La Vie de Ruyter, 440, 454.
Nenville hift. de tlollande, tome iii. p. 296, Memoires du comte de Guiche, lir.

iii, p. 389. Columna roftrata, p. 191.

2 Count d'Ertrades, who was the great confidante of the penfionary, and to wbotn
the beft Dutch writers allow he imparted many fecrets of their ftate, very improper

for any foreigner, and much mire a French minifter, to be acquainted with, tells

the king his mafter plainly, that de W'.tte hated the peace ; t, Becaufe it would
make him lefs neceffary, and {o lelTen his authority

; 2. Becaufe it would be favour-

6ble to the interefts of the home of Orange
5 3, Becaufe he had (though with no ill

intention) done many things contraiy to the conftitution, for which, in a time of
peace, he might be very tai'dy t-llcd to an account,

Vol. U. Q^ towards
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towards peace; and that it might have ill efFecls, if his majeRy,

by fitting out a great fleet, ihould alarm them on their own
coafts, as in the preceding year. This advice, fupported by the

intrigues of the earl of St. Albans, and agreeing with the king's

temper and circumflrancec, whofe miniftcrs deceived, whofe mi-

flrefles beggared, and whofe courtiers plundered him, againft

whofe meafures a party was formed, many of whom, notwith-

ftanding their vehement profelTions of patriotifm, in reality meant

little more than places and preferments, we need not wonder he

fell fo readily into it j for meanly covetous, and fquandering

needy princes, are alike liable to the greatefi; foible in govern-

ing ; the preferring prefent gain to any future profpe£t what-

ever. Notwithflanding, therefore, his naval magazines were

never better provided, king Charles, by a flrange fatality, or-

dered only two fmall fquadrons for the fummer fervice, in

Things being thus in a readinefs, the laft refolution was taken

m Holland for the immediate execution of penfionary de Witte's

project ; and this refolution was figned by the French minifter,

as well as by the deputies of the ftates. His mod Chriftian Ma-

iefty had promifed that a fquadron of his fiiips, under the com-

mand of the duke of Beaufort, fliould affift therein. However,

^hat the ifTue of the thing might irritate the Englifh againii the

Dutch only, the French, as ufual, waved the performance of

their promife; when the m.atter, however, was fo far advanced,

that the Dutch found it impofTible for them to go back. Yet

the Engliila minifters were treating all this time at Breda,,

where, from the beginning, there was a fair appearance of fpee-

dily concluding a peace t*.

The

a Philips's continuation of Heath's ehroniiie, p. 560. Skinner's continuitjon

<*rBates, p. 97, 9S, Coke's detection, voj, ii. p. 50. Burchet's naval hiliory, p.

197. Mifcellanca aulica, p. 394, 395. Lord Arlington's letters vol. i. p. 106, ti-j)

«^i, 139, 145, Kennet's hiftory of England, vcrl, iti, p. 287. Echard, p. 838.

Memoires d"E9rades, tome iii. p. 393, 4?3, 511.

b In this the hiftorians of both nations agree. One would wonder how, after

duty confiderifig this fadl, any writer can sfTert, (as Dutch hiftorians do), that

de ^V^itles expedition was neceiTary to the making of the peace. King Charles

had yielded to a treaty at the icqueft of the Dutch ; he had lett the manner of life*

tociating it to them 5 he had difarmed his vidlorious fleet. What figns, beyond

fJrcft, cculd he (hew of inclining to peace? but it was plainl^r caltulated to fru-

ftrat*
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The pretence made ufe of by John de WItte, for fitting out

a fleet in the fpring, was the mifchief which had been done to

their navigation by the privateers from Scotland. In order to

check thefe, admiral Van Ghendt was fent with a confiderablc

fleet into the Frith, with orders to burn the coafts, and recover

Tuch (hips as were in thofe ports. He appeared before Leitii

on the I ft of May, and might, if he had thought fit, have don?

a great deal of mifchief; but he contented himfelf with cannon*

ading Burntifland to very little purpofe. When the EngliHi

court received the news of this proceeding, it confirmed them

in their opinion, that there would be no fighting that year, and

that this expedition was purely to quiet the minds of the peo-

ple enough difturbed by their late loffes. This (hews the greaf

folly of trufling an enemy, and ought to be a warning to all

Britifli flatefmen for the future. If the king at this time had

pawned the jewels of the crown, or the crown itielf, (as fome

of his prcdecelTors did), to pay his feamen, and put a ftrong

fleet to fea, he had turned the tables, made a good peace, an<ii

palTed the remainder of his reign in quiet.

But penfionary de Witte, in the meantime, had haftily man-

ned out a large fleet, under the command of de Ruyter, oa

board which he intended to have gone in perfon ; but the French

protefted againft this ftep, and therefore he v^^as at laft content

to fend Cornelius de Witte, his brother. Care had been taken

to provide fome of the old repubhcan officers to command the

troops which were to make a defcent ; and thefe alfo eafily pro-

cured pilots to conduft the Dutch into our rivers and ports.

So wild a thing is failion, which, though always covered with

fair pretences of love for the public, will yet lead fuch as are

deluded thereby to the moft flagitious adions, and fuch as viGr

bly tend to deftroy, what, by their own principles, they Ihouid

moft vigoroufly defend ^.

Ante the very ends of peace, by Icjviog a rancour in the mieds of both nations
j

and this effcCi it bad,

*^Phiiips's contii uation of Heath's chronicle, p. 560. Lord Arlington's letters,

vol. i. p. 167. Aonais of the univeik, p. 157. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. iti, o.

197. Bafnage anna'es des provinces unies, tome i. p. 804. Le Clerc hift. des
provinces unies, tome lii. liv. 14. p. 194. NcuviUe h.llr. « Hoilanae, tome iii.

chap. 17. Mtmo::es du comtc de Gu;cae, liv, iii,

Q^i The
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The fleet being ready, failed over totheEnglifli coaft, where

it was joined by Van Ghendt, and confiftedthen of feventy men

of war, befides fire-fliips. On the feventhof June they attack-

ed Sheernefs, which was at that time unfinifhed, and in no ftate

of defence. Here they found fifteen iron guns, and a confider-

able quantity of naval rtores. Though the court had fcarce any

MParning of this attempt, yet the duke of Albemarle, Sir Edvi^ard

Spragge, and other great officers, had made all imaginable pro-

vifion for the defence of the river Medway, by finking fhips in

the pafTage, throwing a chain acrofs it, and placing three large

veffels, which had been taken from the Dutch in this war, be-

hind the chain. The Dutch had the advantage of a ftrong

cafterly wind, which encouraged them to endeavour burning

our fliips at Chatham, in fpite of all thefe precautions fo

well and wifely taken to preferve them. It was on the twelfth

they executed this defign ; which at laft, however, had mifcar-

ried, if one captain Brakell, who was a piifoner on board their

fleet for fome mifdemeanor, had not offered (to wipe out the

memory of his former miftake) to undertake breaking the chain,

which he gallantly performed'^.

He alfo with great bravery boarded and took one of the Eng-

lifh frigates which guarded the paiTage, foon after the Matthias^

the Unity, and the Charles the Fifth, being the fhips which, as

we before obferved, had been taken from the Dutch, were fet

On fire. The next day, the advantage of wind and tide conti-

nuing, they advanced with fix men of war and five fire-fliips

as high as Upnore-caftle, but were fo warmly received by major

Scott, who commanded therein, and Sir Edward Spragge, from

the oppofite fhore gave them fo much difturbance, that they

were quickly obliged to return ^. However, as they came back,

they burnt the Royal Oak, a very fine fhip, and in her captain

Douglas, whofe behaviour ought to perpetuate his memory.

d Italce fhefe fafts from the feveial accounts in their hiftcrians and cUr own, but

particularly from the relations, laid before the houfe of commons, of this whole

affair, of which I Ihall have occaf:on to fpeak hereafter.

^ Parker's hiftiry of his own times, p. 124. Coke's deteflion, vol. ji. p, 50.

Gumble's life of general Monk, p. 448. Lord Arlington's letters, vol, ii. p. 215.

Memoiis of John Sheffield, duke of Buckinghamdii.-p, in his works, vol. ii. p. 7.

^cate letters of Roger, earl of Onerv, p, a^p.
''

' '
' ' He
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He had received orders to defend his fhip, which he did with

the utmoft refolution ; but having none to retire, he choie to

be burnt with her, rather than live to be reproached with ha-

ving deferted his command f. On the fourteenth they carried

off the hull of the Royal Charles, notwith (landing all the Eng-

li(h could do to prevent it ; which was what they had princi-

pally at heart. In their return, two Dutch men of war ran a-

ihore in the Medway, and were burnt, which, with eight fire-

fliips confumed in the a6lion, and one hundred and fifty men
killed, is all the lofs acknowledged by the Dutch writers ; though

it is not improbable that they really fuffered much more 8,

De Ruyter, highly pleafed with what he had performed, left

admiral Van Nes with part of his fleet in the mouth of the

Thames, and failed with the reft to Portfmouth, in very fanguine

hopes of burning the fhips there. Failing in this defign, he failed

weftward to Torbay, where he was likevvife repulfed f'. Then he

returned back again to the mouth of the Thames, and with

twenty-five fail came as high as the Hope, where our fquadron

lay, under the command of Sir Edward Spragge. This confifted

of eighteen fail ; yet, the admiral not being on board when the

enemy began the attack, we fuffered at firft from their fire-fliips

;

but Sir Edward repairing with great diligence to his command,

and being joined by Sir Jofeph Jordan with a few fmall fhips,

quickly forced the Dutch to retire. The like fuccefs attended their

attack on Land-guard fort, which was performed by fixteen hun-

dred men, commanded by colonel Doleman, a republican, un-

der the fire of their whole fleet : but governor Darrel, an old

f '' I could have hcen glad" (fays the ingenious Sir William Temple in his let-

ter to lord Lifle, in his works, vol. ii. p. 40.) '* to have iecn Mr. Cowley,
*' before he died, celebrate captain Douglas's death, who ftood and burnt in one of

" our (hips at Chatham, when his foldiers left hitn, becaufc it ihould never be faid

" a Douglas quitted his poft without order. Whether it be wife in men to do
" fuch adlions or no, I am fure it is fo in states to honour them."

g Kennet's hiftory of England, vol. iii, p. 287. See the duke of Albemarle's

narrative of this bufintfs, which he prefented to the houfe of commons in the en-

fuing lefllons, in Echard's hirtory of England, book i. ch. 2. p, 839, Bafnage an.

na'es des provinces unies, tome i. p. S04. Levens dcr Zeehelden Iweede deel, p.

248, LeClerc, tome iii, Neuville, and other Dutch hiftorians.

^ Philips's continuation ot Heath's chronicle, p. 562,

cavalier,
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cavalier, beat them ofF with great lofs'. On the twenty-tljird,

Van Nes failed again up the river as far as the Hope, where he

engaged Sir Edward Spra^c, vrho had with him five frigates,

and feventeen fire-lhips ^. This proved a very ftiarp aftion, at

leaft between the fire-fliips, of which the Dutch writers them-

felves confefs ihey fpent eleven to our eight.

The next day the Englifli attacked the Dutch in their turn
;

and, notwithftanding their fuperiority, forced them to retu'e,

and to burn the only fire-fhip they had left to prevent her being

taken. On the twenty-fifth they bore out of the river, with all

the fail they could make, followed at a dillance by Sir Edward

Spragge, and his remaining fire-fhips. On the twenty-fixth, in

the mouth of the river, they were met by another Enghfh fqua-

dron from Harwich, confining of five men of war, and four-

teen fire-fhips. They boldly attacked the Dutch, and grappled

the vice-admiral of Zealand, and another large fhip ; but were

not able to fire thepi, though they frighted a hundred of their

men into the fea. The rear-admiral of Zealand was forced on

fhore, and fo much damaged thereby, as to be obliged to return

home '.

The Dutch fleets, notwithftanding thefedifappointments, and

though it was now very evident that no impreflion could be

made, as had been expected, on the Englifli coafts, continued

ftill hovering about, even after they were informed that the

peace was actually figned, and ratifications exchanged at Breda.

Our writers are pretty much at a lofs to account for this con-

duft ; but a Dutch hiftorian has told us very plainly, that Cor-

nelius de Witte ordered all our ports, on that fide, to be found-

ed, and took incredible pains to be informed of the ftrength cf

our maritime forts, and the provifion made for protecling t! e

mouths of our rivers j which fliewed plainly, that though this

' They maderarious attempt; u3on the coafts of EfT^x, but it f^ems with no gTCJt

fuccefs, o;her tharj getting a little freft provifion, loling, as o^jr wri'.trs iiTcrt, as

many men as they ftole fheep,

k Echard's hiftory of England, p. 480. Burchet's naval hiflory, p. 4C1. Brandt

Leeven van de Ruyter, fol. 563.
I Befides the auth:)rs he.ore mentioned, the reader may confult Ludl",w's me-

moirs, in or Jer to be convince J, ihat the Dutch, and part cularly the de Witres,
had our deftruaion more at heart than iheir own fafety, and that this Chatham ex-
pedition was chiefly contrived, direfteJ, and execur-.d by our own fugi-ives.

was
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was the firft, it was not defigned to be the laft vifit ™ they paldi

us.

Thefe were certainly very provoking circumftances ; and he

added to them at his return a ftrange a£l of indignity towards

the king and the EngUfh nation, by reprefenting himfclf in tri-

umph, and them at his feet, in a pompous picture, which he

caufed to be hung up in a public edifice, to heighten the infulc

to the laft degree. But before we fpeak of the peace, and of

what followed thereupon in Holland, it will be requifite to give

fome account of fiich a(Slions in the war as have not yet been-

mentioned".

While the whole Dutch fleet was employed in alarming our

coafts. Sir Jeremiah Smith was fent with a fmall fquadron

northwards ; with which, and the afiiftanceof a numerous fleet

of privateers, already abroad for their own profit, the Dutcb

commerce to the Baltic was in a manner ruined, and multitudes

of rich prizes were daily brought into Englirti ports. Thus it

may be truly faid, that the nations at this time changed charac-

rers. The Dutch preferred the infult at Chatham, which, all

things confidered, was of little or no confequence to them, to

the prefervation of their trade ; and the Englifh endeavoured to

make themf^lves amends for this unexpedted lofs of a few mer>

of war, by taking numbers of merchant-men. Such are the

efFecls which private paffions produce in public affairs ! The in-

dolence and credulity of king Charles expofed his fubje£ts and

himfelf to this ftain on their reputation, and the fury and felf-

intereft of the de Witte fa6lion, betrayed (for the fake of fur-

thering their own purpofes) the trade of their country at pre-

•" Bafnage annales des provinces unie% tome i. p. 807. where he adds they wait-

c,l f r, and would have taken our Barbadoes fleer, if they had met it, wjih a view of

crfa'ing a frefh breach, or at leaft availing thenu'elves of their prefent fuperiority,

and t'le king's unlucky fitnation,

^ Thefe acts of indignity and contempt were not only galling to the king, and filch

of his iubje^s as wt-re truly loyal, but they were alfo fu^h marks of rivetied hate,

and im.ilacable prejudice, as diTppfed that prince more than any ihingto receive ill

imprefftins from France; and tbstefore, how wrong foever his fubfequent oeha-

viour might be, (poljtitiliy roiifiuered}, yet th^e Duu.h bac *ppireniiy themfeUes

7X b'a-ne,

i'entj
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fent, and its future welfare, to extreme hazard. But let us re-

turn from men to things °.

The Engliih, in the Wefl Indies, took the ifland of St. Eu-

flacie, Salia, St. Martin, Bonaira, the ifland of Tobago, and

other places from the Dutch. On the contrary, the Dutch,

under the condu£t of commodore Krynfen, made themfelves

mailers of Surinam ; and the French, affifted by the Dutch, al-

moft deprived the Englifli of their half of the ifland of St.

Chriftopher's, after feveral obftinate difputes, and the death of

their commander les Salles. Six frigates, and fcme other fmall

veffels from Bmbadoes, failing from thence to repair this lofs,

were fo ill treated by a violent ftorm, that they were put out of

a condition to execute their defign, and two or three of the

mod difabled fhips fell into the hands of the enemy ; though,

before their misfortune, they had burnt two Dutch ihips richly

laden, in the harbour of Los Santos. Some auihcrs fay, this

little fleet was commanded by the lord Willoughby, and that

himfelf was loft in the hurricane. The Englifh were more fuc-

cefsful in the neighbourhood of Surinam, where they deflroyed

the Dutch colony, took a fort belonging to the French, and af-

terwards made themfelves mafters of many rich prizes, at the

expence of that nation p.

The Dutch admiral Evertz, in conjunQion with commodore

Krynfen, recovered the ifland of Tobago, and did a great deal

of mifchief upon the coaft of Virginia. In March 1667, Sir

John Harman was fent with a fquadron of twelve men of war

to redrefs thefe mifchiefs. He performed all that he was fent

for, and efFeftually cleared the feas both of French and Dutch

rovers •, yet he had not been long there before he found himfelf

puflied by a fuperior force. The Dutch commodore Krynfen,

having embarked on board his fquadron thirteen hundred land

troops, failed to Martinico, where he joined monfieur de la

•^ Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 564. Lord Arlington's let-

ters, vol. i, p. 174. vol. ii. p. ai8, 231. Pointer's chronological hiftorian, vol. i.

p. iiS, 2ZO. P Fhilips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 548, 557'

Coke's dc-eftion, vol. ii. p. 49- Annals of the univerie, p. tio, 14.1, 1^4.. Ksn-

net, vol. ili. Echard's biilory of England, p. 858. Coiufnna roftrata, p. xZ^. Sur-

chei's naval hiftory, p. 404.. Bafnagc aniiales des provinces unies, tome i. p. 8c8,

809.

Barre^
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Barre, who commanded all the forces of the French king in

thofe parts. Their fleet, after this juniSlion, conflfted of two

and twenty fail of ftout fliips, with which they went to feek the

Enghlh fquadron upon the coaft of St. Chriftopher's.

On the loth of May, 1667, an engagement enfued, which

lafted, with great vigour, for above three hours, in which the

EngUfh, notwithftanding the fuperior force of the enemy, ob-

tained a complete vi£lory. The Dutch hiilorians fay, that had

it not been for the courage and conduct of the officers of theic

ileet, the French admiral had been taken ; and, on the other

hand, it is certain that thofe officers were fo ill fatisfied with the

behaviour of the French, that they quixteJ them upon their re-

turn to St. Chriftopher's. The EngUfh admiral with his fleet

came foon after thither, burnt the French admiral, and fix or

feven fhips in the harbour, and either funk himfelf, or obliged

the French to fink, all the reft of the fliips that were there, exr

cept two, and this with the lofs only of eighty men ^.

In the firft of thefe engagements, our writers have obferved,

that the admiral. Sir John Harman, was exceedingly ill of the

gout, fo as not to be able to ftir. On the firft firing, however,

he ftarted up, and went upon deck, gave his orders throughout

the engagement, in which he adied with all the alacrity imagin-*

able, and when it was over became as lame as he was before.

By thefe vi£tories he became mafter in thofe feas, and took from

the Dutch their plantation at Surinam •, but, however, it was

xeftored by the treaty, as not taken within the time limited by

that treaty for the vonclufion of hoftilities^

There were three diftindl tre^ities of peace figned at Breda,

with the Dutch, the French, and the panes, fay the Englifti

minifters, who were Lord Holies and Mr. Coventry j which

were ratified on the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 1667. The terms

upon which this peace was made, were fafe and hpnourable, ar

leaft, though not fo glorious and beneficial as might have been

expedled after fuch a war. By it the honour of the flag was

fecured, and the iflanJ of Poleron, to prevent further difputes,

1 Philipi's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 564. Annals of the univerfi?,

f. up. Lord Arlington's letttrs, vol. i. Pointer's chronological hiftorian, vol. i.

p. 218. f Coke's deted^ion, vol. ii. p. 50. C'jlumn;* roftrata, p. 191,

Vol. IL R was
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was yielded to the Dutch. In the Weft Indies we kept all tha^

Vfc had tnken, except Surinam, and the French were obliged to

reflore what they had taken in thofe parts from us*.

Here it may not be amifs to obfcrve, that the lofs of Poleron,

and, in confequence of that, the f]-)icc-trade, was not fo much

owing to this treaty as to the conauft of Cromwell, to whom it

was yielded, when, after turning out his matters, he made peace

with the Dutch. In obtaining it, he confulted his honour, and

feemed to have the intereft of the nation at heart. But, know-

ing of ^ow great confequence it was to the Dutch, he confent-

ed that, paying him an annual penfion, they fhould keep it, fa-

crificing manifeftly thereby the public intereft to his own. The

ifland being thus out of our pOflefTion, and being of greater

confequence; than ever to the Dutch, they would not at the time

of this treaty depart from their pretenfions.

It is certain that the king made this peace much againft his

will, and without obtaining what he ft)ught and expe(fted from

the war. The motives which induced hirii thereto were chiefly

thefe. Firft, diforders in his domeftic aftairs, which difquieted

him with great reafon. He found there was a ftrong fpirit of

difafFe^lion amongft his fubjedts, which produced the late misfor-

tune at Chatham ; and, in cafe the war had continued, would

have probably had ftill worfe efTefts/ And, fecondly, the French

king's delign was become apparent •, and his claim to the great-

eft part of the Spanifti Netherlands openly avowed. If, there.

tore, the quarrel between Great Britain and Holland had fub-

lifted a!iy longer, the balance of power 015 the continent muft

have been immediately and irretrievably loft^ Such were the

s Corps iiniverfal diplotratique dc droit des gens, tome vii. parti, p. 40—57,

Memoires da comte d'Ertrades, tome iv. Balnage aniiaks des provinces unie«,

tome i. I-e Cierc hift. des provinces iinies, tome lii. liv. 14. Lord Arlington's

i»tiers. vol. i. p. 146. See the lord air.baflador Coventry 's'letJer to Sir William

^'empie, dated Breda, Auguil 4, N. S. 1067, in his works, vol, ii, p. 133. Mil-

'cclUnea aulica, p. 440.

t What I afTer: above, the reader will find confirmed by two onexceptionable

and irretragahie witnetTes, whofe knowledge cannot be doubted, or credit quef.-

iii>ned. As to the difpofuion of the people to fet vip a republic aj;ain here, and

the offers of Holland and France on that head, Ludlow is tnli in his memoirs,

vrl. iii. p. 184, &e. As to the king's judgment on the ftate oT affairs, Sir Willidm'

Te'mpk- gives- a candid and copious aeciiiit in his iecieri, in *hich aho he cou-

(.brs fV.h the kio^ in iii> opiniun.
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^rue grounds of the peace at Breda ; and AVhpever confiders the

ikuation of things at home and abroad at that jun£lure, will

think it, upon the whole, as good a peace as could have been

expefted.

We fucceeded better in our negociations this year in other

parts. The worthy and wife earl of Sandwich, concluded, 011

the thirteenth of May, a treaty with Spain, whereby all old

difTerenpes were feitled, the friend/liip between the two crowns

renewed and ftrengthened, and our commerce much extended".

Soon after thiS) his lordfhip went to Lifbon, and there, by his

piedlation, a peace was made between the crowns of Spain and

Portugal, by which the latter came to be owned by the former

as an independent kingdom, and an end was put to a war which

had already weakened each of the nations greatly, and might,

if longer purfued, have been fatal to both ^. Towards the clofe

of this year, his majelly fent Sir William Temple into Holland,

In order to enter into a ftridter correfpondence with the Hates,

and to concert with them the means of prefervin^ Flanders from

falling Into the hands of the French. The Dutch in general,

and even the penfionary de Witte himfelf, nowfaw plainly they

had been dupes to France in this war.

This fhews that his majefty, for the prefent, laid afide his

refentments for what had been done againfl him perfonally by

the Dutch ; and this for the fake of giving a check to the too

great power of France. In confequence of Sir William's nego-

ciation, was concluded the famous triple alliance between Eng-

land, Swedert, and Holland; the moft glorious Hep taken in

this reign, and which, fteadily purfued, would have crufhed ac

the beginning that ambitious prince, whofe projects never ceafed

difturbing his neighbours, till after being humbled by the arms

of Britain, in a fucceeding rei^n, he came to know hinifelf, and

u Lord Arlington's letters, vol, ii. p. 114. See Sir William Temple'? lettei-

to the lord-amb-jffidor Coventry, dated May ai, N. S, 1667, in his works, vol, ii.

p. 34. See alfo, p. 3?;?. *" Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. a3«. Sir

William Temple's work?, vol, ii. Memoires d'Ablancourt, p. 349— 361. Corps
imiverlal diplomatique, tome vii. part i. p. 70.

R 2 deplore
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deplore them on his death-bed *. But, to return to our more

immediate bufinefs.

The Dutch war being over, his majefty fent Sir Thomas Al-

len with a ftout fquadron into the Mediterranean, to rcprefs the

infults of the Algerines, who, taking advantage of our diffe-

rences, had difturbed both the Englifh commerce and the Dutch.

The latter fent admiral Van Ghendt with a fquadron to fecure

their trade j and he, having engaged fix corfairs, forced them

to fly to their own coafts, where probably they would have

cfcaped, if commodore Beach with four Englifh frigates, had

not fallen upon them, and, after a clofe chace, obliged them to

run a-ground. In this fituation they were attacked by the Eng-

lifh and Dutch in their boats, and, being abandoned by their

fefpective crewsj were all taken, and a great number of Chrif-

tian flaves of different nations releafed. The Englifh commo--

dore prefented ftxteen Dutch flaves to admiral Van Ghendt, and

received from him twenty Englifh by way of exchange 5 but the

Algerine fhips being leaky, were burnt. The fame year fome of

our frigates attacked feven of the enemy*s beft ihips near Cape

Gaeta. The admiral and vice-admiral of the Algerines- carried

fifty-fix guns each ; their rear-admiral, the biggefl: fliip in the

fquadron, carried fixty, and the leaft forty. Yet, after a fharp

engagement, the vice-admiral was funk, and the reft forced to

retire, mofl of them miferably difabled y. At the clofe of the

year 1669, captain Kempthorne, (afterwards Sir John), in the

Mary Rofe, a fmall frigate, engaged feven Algerine men of war,

and, after a very warm a(Stion, forced them to fheer off, being

In no condition to continue the fight any longer ; of which we
have a particular accoomt ^.

It is fomewhat extraordinary, that, confidering the Dutch, as

well as we, were concerned in attacking thefe pirates, we have

" Sii- William Temple's works, rol. ii. p, 4s—81. Lord Arlington's letters,

vol. i. p. ip8. Seethe duKe of Buckingham's charafier of the earl of Arlington

in his work&, vi 1. it. p. 87. Corps dipl >matique, torn. vii. part i. p. 68. Lc

Hcclcde Lcuis XIV. par M. Voltaire, tome ii. p. 94, 95. y Philips's con-

tinuaiion of Heath's chronicle, p. 569, 578. Annals of the univerfe, p. i83,

i59. Kennel's hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 195. Echard's hiftory of England,

p. 8>7- ^ This account, together with a print reprefenting the whole

a£>ion, engrared by Hollar, isiaf.'.'r;d by O^ilby in his Afi'cr-.p'Aon of Africa,

p. Z!8.
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no better account of the war that was carried on again ft them^

or of the force they then had, but what we are left to coUeft

as we can, from the fcattered accounts of particular engagements

with them. The only lift 1 have feen, is of the ftate of their

navy in 1668, and then it conftfted of twenty-four (hips great

and fmall, that is, from about fifty to twenty guns : and they

had" likewife fix new fhips of force upon the ftocks. Y^ this

pitiful enenly continued to difturb, and even to diftrefs the com-

merce of both the maritime powers for feveral years".

At laft, Sir Edward Spragge was fent in 167c, with a ftrong

fquadron of men of war and frigates, to put an end to the war.

He crui2ed forfome days before their capital, without receiving

any fatisfadlory anfwer to his demands. Upon this he failed

from thence, with fix frigates and three fire-fhips, to make an

attempt upon a confiderable number of thofe corfairs which lay

in the haven of Bugia. By the way he loft the company of two

of his fire-fhips
;

yet, not difcouraged by this accident, he per-

fifted in his refolution. Being come before the place, he broke

the boom at the entrance of the haven, forced the Algerines a-

ground, and (notwithftanding the fire of the caftle) burnt feveti

of their fhips, which mounted from twenty-four to thirty-four

guns, together with three prizes : after which he deftroyed ano~

ther of their fhips of war near Teddeller. Thefe and other

misfortunes caufed fuch a tumult among the Algerines, that they

murdered their dey, and chofe another, by whom the peace was

concluded to the fatisfadlion of the Englifh, on the ninth of

December in the fame year ; and as they were now fufliciently

humbled, and faw plainly enough that the continuance of a war

with England muft end in their deftruiStion, they kept this peace

better than any they had made in former times'*.

We are now come to the third Dutch war, (more frequently-

called the fecond, becaufe it was fo in refped to this reign), and

to account for the beginning of it will be no eafy matter. It

a O. Dapiper Jefcription 3t I'Afflqne, p. 160—184. Hif^- du royaumc d'AI-

gler, liv. 11. ch, 14. See alfoilie title Algiers in the large hiftoiica! dift onary

in Dutch by Luifcius. I» Philip&'s continuation of Heath's chronicle, p 5^5'-

Annals of the univerfe, p. 263. Columna roftrata, p. 203, 204. Bafnagc anna-

les des provinces unies, tome ii. p.'izS, 119. Le Clerc hilt, des provinces unit»,

tome iii. liv. XV. NeuVJlle hiH. ^e HoUande, torac lii. ch, 21.

has



134 N A V A L H I S T O R Y

has beert before fhewn, that the laft treaty of peace was m&de

by king Charles againft his will, and on terms to which force

only made him confent. We need not wonderj therefore, that

he ftill retained a difiike to the Dutch. Befides, there had been

many other things done, fufficientto give diftafte to any crowned

head. For inftance, their fadlory at Gambron in Perfia, after

the peace, burnt the king in effigy, having firft drefled up the

Image in an old fecond-hand fuit, to exprefs the diftrefs in which

they knew him in his exile ; for this, as the king thought it be-

neath him to demand, fo the ftates-general looked upon them-

felves as abox'e giving him any fatisfaftion •=.

They likewife fuifered fome medals to be firuck, in v;hich

their vanity was very apparent. Amongft: others, becaufe the

triple alliance had given a check to the power of France^ and

their mediation had been accepted in the treaty of Aix-la-Cha-

pelle, they were pleafed to arrogate to themfelves the fole ho-i

nour of giving peace to Europe, and of being arbiters among

contending princes ''. Here, however, it muft be owned, that,

in making war upon them at this jun£lure, king Charles adled

too much under the direction of French counfels. He had

about him the worft fet of minifters that ever curfed this, or,

perhaps, any other nation. Men of different faiths, (if bad

ftatefmen have any), and who agreed only in promoting thofe

arbitrary a£l:s, which, while they feemed to make their mafter

great, in reahty ruined his, and, if they could have been fup-

ported, would have exalted their power '^.

This infamous crew (for however decked with titles by their

mafter, no Englifliman will tranfmit their names to pollerity with

honour) were then called the cabal : and thefe engaged the

king to liften to the proportions of his moft Chriliian majeftyi

•^ This was very ranch infifted on in thofe <^ayf, and the rather, hecaufe th'ngs

oF a iikc nature were pr^dtifed by fhe Du'ch in KuiTia and other p'aces. As to

the faft Nefore us, ws have a long <3etai! oF it in voyages de Jfan R-'ptiftc Ta-

vernier, vol. i. p. 775. It is mentioned hy Bafrage, (ome i. p. 8o8- and 6e

Neuville, who both own, that it was a bafe and unjuftifi^ble ontmge. Inftead;

however, of attribming this to the Dutch nation, we ought in jnftite to refer it

l» the fpirit of the de Witte rainiftry, which >ik'as its trne fou'ce. d ijerarci

Van Loon KiOoire metallii^ne des Pays Bas, toihe iii. p. I 7, 22. « The

candid and inquifitive reader, if defirous of goinj* to the bottom of this, may

confult the very ingenious Sir William Coventry's Riijiland's appeal from the

private cabal at WhitehdH to the gicat council of the nation, London, 1673, 4to.

who,
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who, as he had before deceived him to ferve the Dutch, fo he

now offered to deceive the Dutch to gratify our king : and that

Charles might not hefitate at this ftep, Louis le grand betrayed

his creature de Witte, and difcovered a projedl he had fent him,

of entering into an ofFenfive alHance againft England ; which,

with other articles for his private advantage, moft unhappily de-

termined our monarch to take a ftep prejudicial to the Proteftant

intereftj repugnant to that of this nation, and dangerous to the

balance of power in Europe f.

By virtue of fecret engagements with France, this war was to

end in the total deftru«rEion of the republic of Holland. Part of

her dominions was to be added to thofe oi France, and the reft

to fall to the fliare of England. In order to have a pretence for

breaking with them, the captain of the Merlin yacht, with Sir

William Temple's lady on board, had diredions topafs through

the Dutch fleet in the channel, and, on their not ftriking to his

|lag, was commanded to fire, which he did
; yet, this not beint^

thought enough, was blamed inliead of being rewarded for it

;

and, for not fufficiently aflerting the king's right, he was, on his

arrival in England, committed to the Tower s. The pretence,

however, thus fecured, the prench next undertook to lull the

Dutch alleep, as they had done us, when our liiips were burnt

at Chatham ; and this, too, they performed, by offering their me-

diation to accommodate that difference which theyhad procured,

and upon which the execution of all their fchemes depended.

Yet de Witte trufted to this, till, as the dupe of France, and the

fcourge of his own nation, he fell a facrifice to the fury of aa

enraged people. The war once relblved on. Sir Robert Holmes,

who began the former by his reprifals in Guinea, had orders t6

open this too, though as he did that, without any previous d|h

claration, by attacking the Smyrna fleet.

This fquadron of his majefty's Ihips was commanded by Sir

Robert, who hoifled his flag in the St. Michael, as admiral j the

f The cabal was a word very luckily choTen, fince it was compoftd of the ini»

tial letters of their cities, which were Clilford, Afliley, Bufkin^h^m, Arlingtort,

and Lauderdale. As to the juftice of my account of them, the reader may con*-

fult Kennet, Echard, Rapiii, Temple, Farker, Burnet, and Cane's life of the

dake of Ormonde,

8 Lord Ariin^tun's lettsrs, vol. ii. p. 333. Sir William Temple's works^

Yol. ii, n. 149.

earl
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earl of OfTory in the Refolution, as vice-admiral j and Sir Fret-

cheville Holies, as rear-admiral, in the Cambridge. They cruiz-

ed in the channel on purpofc to execute this fcheme, of which,

however, the Dutch had fome notice, and fent advice-boats to

dire£l their fleet to fteer northwards. But thefe inftrudlions came

too late i for they were already fo far advanced, that it was

thought more dangerous to return than to proceed, and therefore

in a council of war it was refolved to hold on their courfe. On
the 13th of March five of our frigates fell in with this fleet,

which confided of about fifty fail of merchant- fliips, and an ef-

cort of fix men of war. When the Englifh veffels came near

them, they fired in order to make them ftrike, and lower their

topfails, which they refufed to do''.

LTpon this the fight began, which lafted till night, and was

renewed the next morning, when the Dutch fleet was in a man-

ner ruined ; five of their richeft merchant-men were made prizes,

their rear-admiral was boarded by captain John Holmes, brother

to the admiral, and taken, but foon after funk, and the reft: of

the men of war were very rudely handled '. The Dutch hifto-

rians, however, fet a good face upon the matter, and fay, that

their feamen behaved very bravely. This is true, but they fuf-

fered deeply for all that ; and befides, this was the beginning of

hoftilities, and a neceflary prelude to the war. So the fliates

underftood it, and immediately difpatched deputies hither, and

to the French king, to fue for peace ''.

In this, as in the former difpute with the Dutch, fuch fliips

as had been detained in port were difmifled on both fides, and,

in the midft of a cruel war, the Dutch profefled all imaginable

eileem for the Englifh nation ; and, on the other hand, king

^harles offered his royal protection to luch as thought fit to

quit their country in its prefent calamitous Ctuation, and take

fc Onroerd Nederlant, j. dcel. fol. 8j. Bafnage annales des provinces unies,

tome ii. p. ijjj. Coke's deteiflion of the four lad reigns, part ii. p 67. Vie dc

Ruyter, part ii. p. z. where the reader may find the relation of captain Yfli'l-

n>uydc, who, -after tKe death of commodore Hayes, commanded the Dutch

fleet. i Philip5's cor tinuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 582. Kennei'j

hirtory of England, vol. iii. p. 310. Echard, p. 879. Sir William Temple's

works, vol. ii. p. J 50. k Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome ii.

p. »? J. Lc Clerc hjt'toire des prorinccs unies, tome iii. liv, 15. p. 164. Neuville

tidtwn dc ili>ibj)dt, tome iv. p. zo, zi,

fhelter
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flietter In his ddminions'. The war was foletnnly declared on

the 28th of March, 1672, in the cities of London and Weft-

minfter '", and great pains were taken to impofe upon the world

a grols and groundlefs notion, that it was undertaken at the in-

ftance, or at leaft with the concurrence of the people in general

;

whereas they knew their intereft too well not to difcern how-

little this meafure agreed with it ; and therefore, though the

king had then a parliament much to his mind, yet he found it

extremely difficult to obtain fupplies, while the Dutch, in the

midft of all their miferies, went on receiving fixty millions of

their money (which is between five and fix millions of ours) an*

nually from their fubje£ls. So great difference there is between

taxes levied by authority, and money chearfuUy paid to preferve

the commonwealth ".

The French king, that he might feem to perform his treaty

with the Englifli better than that which in the former war hs

made with the Dutch, lent the count d'Eftrees, vice-admiral of

France, with a large fquadron, to join the Englifli fleet. He
arrived at St. Helen's on the 3d of May ; and immediately after-

wards the king went down to Portfmouth, and, to fnew his

confidence in his new ally, went on board the Ihip of the French

admiral, where he remained fome hours. Our fleet in a flior;

time failed to the Downs, the duke of York, as high-admiral,

wearing the red, and the earl of Sandwich the blue. Soon after

J Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. s8j. Ludlow's memoirs,

vol. iii. p, 241, An order of privy council, giving orders to the comiTiiflloncis

of prizes to releafe all Dutch fhips, goods, and rnerchandiies, feized in any ot

his majedy's ports before the declaration of the war, or which voluntarily came

in thither, together with all perfons belonging to the fame, and giving free leave

to ail Dutch merchants or others to depart the kingdom, if they think fit, with-

out any incumbrance or molellation, dated Whitehall, May is, KJTij foh Bai-

nage, tome ii. Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces unies, tome iii. liv. 15. Neuviile,

lotne iv. ch. 4. See alfo his majclly's gracious declaration for the encouraging

the fubjcds of the united provinces of the Low Countries to tranlport themfelvcs

with their efiates, and to fettle in this his majefty's kingdom of England. Given

at Whitehall, the 12th of June, itSyi, fel. ' "^ His majelly king Charles the

Second's declaration againit the llates-gencral of the united provinces of the Low
Countries: publilhed by the advice of his privy council, 167a, fol. Lord Ar-

lington's letters, vl. ii. p. 3(Si. n Columna roftrata, p. 115. Bafnage

antiales des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 194. Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces

unies, tome iii. liv. j $. Ncuville hilloire de HoUande, tome iv. ch. 4. and other

Dutch hiftoriaiis.

Vol. IL S tU
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the French fquadron joined them, their admiral bearing the white

flag ; and then the fleet confifled of one hundred and one fail of

men of war, befides fire-fliips and tenders. Of thefe the Englifli

had fixty-five fliips of war, and on board them four thoufand

ninety-two pieces of cannon, and twenty-three thoufand five

hundred and thirty men. The French fquadron confifted of

thirty-fix fail, on board of which were one thoufand nine hun-

dred twenty-fix pieces of cannon, and about eleven thoufand

men. The Dutch, in the mean time, were at fea with a very

confiderable fleet, confirting of ninety-one ftout men of war,

fifty-four fire-fliips, and twenty-three yachts. On the 9th of

May they were feen off Dover, and the 13th of the fame month

a Dutch fquadron chaced the Gloucefter, and fome other fliips,

under the cannon of Sheernefs ".

The Englifli fleet we^e at anchor in Solebay, on the twenty-

{*!;ghth of May, when the Dutch fell in with them, and, if they

had not fpent too much tixiie in council, had certainly fiirprifed

them. As it was, many of the Englifli captains were forced to

cut their cables, in order to get tin)e enough into the line of

battle. The engagement began between feven and eight in the

morning, when de Ruyter attacked the red fquadron in the cen-

ter, and engaged the admiral, on board of which was his royal

highnefs the duke of York, for two hours, forcing his highnefs at

lafl: to remove to another fhip. The Dutch captain. Van Brakell,

attacked the eaii of Sandwich in the Royal James; and while

they were engaged, almofl: all the fquadron of Van Ghent fell

upon the carFs fliips. His lordfliip behaved with amazing intre-

pidity, killed admiral Van Ghent himfelf, funk three fire-fliips

and a man of war, that would have laid him on board ; but

then having loft all his oflicers, and two thirds of his men, his

battered fliip was grappled, and fet on fire by a fourth fire-ftiip.

Some of his men efcaped
; yet the earl continued on board till

the flames furrounded him, where he periflied ; but left behind

him a name immortal, and which will ever be revered by fuch

° It is generally believetl, and indeed with good reafon, that count d'Eflrees

had orders to look on rather than fight j a conduct agreeable to ihat which had
been purfued by the fame court in the former war, when they pretended to affift

the Dutch
j as the reader may perceive., by comparing what is hire faid with the

aotvunt before given, p 31.j.
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as efteem the valour of an officer, the capacity of a ftatefman,

or the integrity of a patriot p.

The death of their admiral, with the furious attack of part

of the blue fquadron, coming in, though too late, to the earl

of Sandwich's affiftance, threw this part of the Dutch fleet,

which had been commanded by Van Ghent, into very great con-

fufion, and forced them to ftand off. This gave an opportunity

for the blue fquadron to join the red, and to affift the duke of

York ; who, deferted by the French, was in the utmoft danger

of being opprelTed by the two fquadrons of de Pvuyter and Ban-

kert. About this time Cornelius Evertz, vice-admiral of Zea-

land, was killed, and de Ruyter and Ailemond narrowly efca-

ped being burnt by hre-fliips •, but, when the Englifli thought

themfelves fecure of vi£lory, the fcattered fquadron of Van

Ghent came in to the affiftance of their countrymen, and again

rendered doubtful the fortune of the day".

All this time the French, who compofed the white fquadron,

inftcad of feconding the continued efforts of the Englilh, kept

as far out of danger as they could, and left our fleet to fuftaiu

the whole force of the enemy, at a difadvantage of three to two.

But, notwithftanding this vaft inequality of numbers, the fight

continued with inexpreffible ohftinacy till towards the evening,

when vi£l;ory declared for the Englifli. Five or fix of the ene-

my's fire-fliips were funk by an Englifh man of war, and Sir

Jofeph Jordan, of the blue fquadron, having the advantage of

the wind, pierced the Dutch fleet, and thereby fpread through

it the utmoft confufion ; while a fire-ffiip clapped their admiral

de Ruyter on board, and it was not without the utmoft difficul-

P Phiiips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. J84. Parker's hiftory of his

own time, p. 150. Memoirs of John, duke of Buckinghamfhire, in his works,

Vo\. ii. p. 14. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. iii. p. 240. Lord Arlington's letters.

Vol. ii. p. 374. A true relation of the engagement of his Majefty's fleet, under

the command of his r.jyal highnefs, with the Dutch fleet. May 28, 1*571, in a

letter from Henry Saviile, Efq; on board his royal highnefs, to the earl of Ar-

lington, principal fecretary of Hate, dated from on board the piince, near th«

Middle Ground, June 6, iCj:., with a poftfcript giving an account of the num-
ber killed and wounded. Publiflied by authority, 1671, fol. 1 Bafnage

annaics des provinces unies, fome ii. p, iot, jo8. Le Glerc hid. des provinceSj

tome iii. p. 314. Ncuville hill, de Hollandc, tome it. p. 55. La \is dt Ruyter,

part ii. p, 16,

S 2 t,V



I4«x NAVAL HISTORY
ty that he efcaped being burnt or taken. As it grew dark, de

Ruyter, collecting his fleet in the befi: order he could, fought

retreating; and, as the moft authentic of the Dutch hiftorians

fay, quitted the place of fight, and fteered northwards ^

As the French king had by this time over-run a great part of

their country, the ftates, by the advice of the grand penlionary

de Witte, (whofe brother Cornelius ^ had been prefent in this

fight, feated under a canopy, as if he had been a fovereign

prince), afTumed to themfelves the honour of beating the Eng-

lifh. However, they were fo modeft as to make no rejoicings

for this fuppofed victory ; and the diftrefs their affairs were iq

might well excufe their departure on this occafion from truth.

Their people were already difpofed to deftroy their governors,

through madnefs, at the fight of the cruelties exercifed by the

French ; and if to thefe there had been joined the news of a

defeat at fea, one can fcarce conceive how the republic couH
have been preferved. As it was, the populace, inftead of ap-

plauding, infulted Cornelius de Witte on his return, and framing

to themfelves an imaginary quarrel between him and de Ruyter,

tvouJd willingly have killed him for an offence he never com-

mitted ^

The Englifh, on the other hand, had all the marks that could

lie defired of a victory, but very dear-bought victory. They

carried off the Staveren, a large Dutch man of war; whereas

^ Memoirs of Sir John Rerefty, B^onet, p. 20. Kennet's hiflory of England,

Vol. iii. p, 314. Echard's hiftnry of England, p. 883, 8B4. Aimals of the uni-

verfe, p. i8o. Bafnage anaales des provinces uiiief, tome ii. p, 109. Leven

van de Ruyter, p. 675.

* There was on this occafion (f^ays the author of the liiflory of the Dutch war)

3 fine chair of ivory placed on an eftrade, covered with a moft magnificent car-

pet, upon the deck of the ihip, called the Seven United Provinces, in which fat

Cornelius de Witte in a magirtrate's robe, furrounded with an ofiieer and twelve

halberdiers in his own livery, with caps on their heads, decorated with green

«nd blue ribbons. By this pompous appearance he pretended to add to the gran-

deur of the fovereignty of the ftates he reprefented, to have an opportunity of

ob'erving the motions of the fleet, and the progiefs of the battle, to animate

his men, and to render the dignity of plenipotentiary at fea equal to that of

general at land, both in fpkndour and authority.

t Bafnage annates des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 107, 21c. Le Clerc hift.

des provinces unies, tome iii. p, 311. Neuville hiUoire dc KoUande, tome iv.

^ap. yiii. La vie de Ruyter, part ii. p. 40, 55.
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the enemy took none of ours. They kept their poft, while de

Ruyter made the bell of his way home. All our relations made

the vi£lory clear, though not of any great confequence ; while

de Ruyter himfelf, in his letter to the ftates, did not fo much
as claim it, but rather tacitly admitted the contrary. Cornelius

de Witte, indeed, was of another opinion •, but therein his in-

tereft dictated rather than his judgment. The only obje£tion

that could be made to our claim was, our not following the

Dutch to their own coafts ; and, if we confider the (Irange and

Hnbecoming behaviour of the French in the battle, this will ap-

pear no objeclion at all.

As to the lofs, it was pretty equal on both fides. "We had

four men of war funk or difabled, but they were fmall fliips

;

whereas the Dutch loft three of the beft in their fleet ; one funk,

another burnt, and the third taken : a fourth, called the Great

Holland, commanded by the brave captain Brakell, was entirely

difabled. As for the French, notwithftanding all their caution,

they loft two men of war, and their rear-admiral M. de la Ra-

biniere. Of perfons of note, befides the earl of Sandwich,

there were (lain captain Digby of the Henry, captain Pearcc of

the St. George, captain Waterworth of the Anne, Sir Fretche-

ville Holies, who commanded the Cambridge, Sir John Fox of

the Prince, and captain Hannam of the Triumph. Of our vo-

lunteers, there fell the lord Maidftone, Mr. Montague, Sir Phi-

lip Carteret, Sir Charles Harboard, two of the duke of York's

gentlemen of the bed-chamber, Mr. Trevanian, and many others.

Of private men, about two thoufand five hundred were killed,

and as many wounded. The Dutch did not think fit to publifh

any lift, though their lofs without queftion was as great ; flnce

de Ruyter fays in his letter, «< it was the hardeft fought battle

*' that he ever faw"."

Moft of our writers, even of naval hiftory, pafs over in filence

the remaining fervice performed in this year, becaufe it did not

anfwer the mighty expeclations of the miniftry, by whom the

" See the relation written by Henry Saville, Efq; before cited, p. ?. Ken.

net, Echard, Burchet. See monfieur de Witte's letter to the flates of the 8th

of June, t6Tz, and that of de Ruvter of the fame date. See likewife de Witte's

letter of the loth of June in la Vie de Ruyter, p. 4'5, 4.9, 51. Le Clerc hift.

dC5 provinces unics, tome iii. p. 315.

moft
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mofi: fanguine fchemes were contrived. But, as truth ought on

all occafions to be preferred to every thing, fo I think myfelf

obliged to report fairly the extravagant defigns in which

we embarked, and the means by which we were difappointed,

not more perhaps to our neighbours advantage than our own

;

for in fuch wars as are made by princes, through caprice, re-

fentment, or ambition, againft the intereft of their people, it

often happens, that a difappointment of the former proves a

kind of vi£lory to the latter ^.

On the return of the Dutch fleet to their own coafts, it was

laid up, and was forced to remain fo for want of gun- powder,

all that was on board being fent to the army. The ftates per-

ceiving their authority almoll loft, and their country on the very

brink of ruin, refolved once more to try the force of intreatiesj

with which view they fent four deputies to England, and as

many to the French king ^. The bufinefs of the former was to

fnew the danger of the Proteflant religion, the apparent and

rear approaching ruin of the balance of Europe, and the difmal

confequences which muft follow, even to England, from the

further profecution of the war. As to the latter, they were

charged to offer any fatisfa£lion to his mofl Chriftian majefly,

that he fhould require.

The arrival of the deputies in England had very different ef-

fedis ; it alarmed the court, and filled the nation with concern.

The king, who was then in the hands of the cabal, treated them

with a haughtincfs as little agreeable to his natural temper as in-

confiflent with his dignity. Inflead of hearing and giving them

an anfwer in perfon, as he was wont on fuch' applications, he

was pleafed to fend four of the cabal to confer with them, in

'* Mr. Philip?, in his continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 587. mentions

our Heet mifllng the Dutch Eall India (hips ; as does alfo the earl cf Arlington,

in his letter of Aiiguft 5, 1671, but fpeak not one word of this invafion. Bifhop

Krnnet is alfo filent, and Burchet truly, becaufe there was nothing done, Teems

unwilling to let his readers know there wes any thing intended. Mr. Colliber, in

his cnlumna roflrata, relates the matter Kiirly, bat in very few words, p, 117.

^ Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p 375- The Dutch miniOers, contjing

without leave or pafTport, were, as his lordfhip writes, ordered to Hampton

court, there to remain till the king fhould think fit to allow them an audience.

B3fi'a;4e annalcs dts provinces ui.ies, tome ii. p- 139, JSL La vie de Ruvter,

p4it ii. p. 59.

order
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order to know what propofals they had to make ; and, after-

wards, fent over with them the duke of Buckingham, the

earl of Arlington, and the vifcount Hahfax, into Holland, as

if he intended to treat there ; whereas the true defign was, to
.

be rid of the deputies, the light of whom drew the compaflioa

of the nation, who confidered the Dutch no longer as their ri-

vals ia trade, but as a Proteftant people facrificed to a French

and Popifh intereft y.

On the arrival of thefe lords ia HolLmd, they made moll ex-

travagant demands ; fuch as ten millions of guilders for the ex-

pence of the war, an annual tribute of one hundred thoufand

for the liberty of fifaing, the perpetual ftadthokleriliip for the

prince of Orange, and his ifTue male. All thcfe were moderate

articles to the reft ; for they infilled on a fliare in their Eaft In-

dia trade, the polTeffion of the city of JSluys in Flanders, and the

iflands of Cadzant, Walcheren, Goeree and Voorn. After the

propolal uf thcfe intolerable conditions, the duke of Buckingham

and the earl of Arlington, deferting their colleague, went away

to the French camp, and there concluded an agreement in the

name of their own prince, without his inflructions, with the

French king, the principal point of which was, that neither

fiiould, upon any terms, make a feparate peace with the Dutch ^.

As for the deputies fent to his moil; Chriftian majefty, they were

anfwered in the ftyle of a conqueror, and fo fent back to fpread

.defpair through the country, which they did fo effectually, that

y I have entered farther into this matter than I fhoiild otherwife have done,

for two reafons. Firft, this was the grand expedition, and, had it taken cffeft,

would have put an erid to the war, and a period lo the republic of Holland.

Lewis XIV. was in ycrecht, the hifhop of Munfler feefore Groningen, and, had

the Englifh landed, the Zealanders were inclined to fnbmit. Secondly, this was

apparently the favourite Jcheme of the cabal. Shaftfbury at home preached up

openly the deftruOion of Holland. Buckingham and Arlington were abroad, in-

tent on putting his do£^rine in practice. This attempt therefore was critical, and

its mifcarriage faved Holland certainly, Britain conftquentialiy, and very pro-

bably a'l Europe

!

2 Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 378. This whole affair is very fairly

dated in the complete hillory of England, vol. iii. p, 315— 318, where, from

fecretary Coventry's remarks, it looks as if thele lords a(flcd in their negociation

with the French king, rather as deputies from the c^bal, than as ambafladir*

from Chailes IL and, from what fciiowed, one would imagine die king, too, Uir

t'neii ciiidiiQ in this light.

the
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the inhabitants drew from thence for their fafety ; for, feeing n©

hopes of living any better than in flavery, they generoufly re-

folved to lay afide all treaties, and to die free*.

In the mean time the French and Englifla fleets, being perfect-

ly refitted, and the latter having taken on board a large body of

land-forces, failed again for the Dutch coafts, with a defign to

make a defcent on Zealand, the only province into which the

French had not carried their arms by land. Here they found

the Dutch fleet; but, not thinking proper to attack them among

the fands, they deferred the execution of their deflgn, and block-

ed up the Maefe and Texel; which de Ruyter (having flridl or-

ders from the fl:ates not to hazard a battle) faw with concern,

yet wanted power to prevent. The duke of York was refolved

to debark, on the ifle of Texel ^, the body of troops on board

his fleet. The occaflon was favourable in all refpedts ; the

French and the bilhop of Munfter were in the heart of the

Dutch territories, fo that no great force could be drawn toge-

ther to reififl; them on Ihore ; and the coafl: was fo low and flat,

that it looked as if nothing but a fuperior force could have fecu-

red the Dutch from this invaiion.

It was upon the 3d of July this refolution was taken; and it

was intended, that their forces fliould have landed the next

flood. But Providence interpofed in favour of a free people,

and faved them from a yoke which feemed already to prefs upon

their necks. The ebb, inftead of fix, continued twelve hours,

which defeated the intended defcent for that time, and the florm,

that rofe the night following, forced the fleet out to fea, where

they flruggled for fome time with very foul weather, and, the

opportunity being quite lofl, returned, without performing any

thing of confequence, to the Englifli ihore. The Dutch clergy

magnified this accident into a miracle ; and, though fome of our

writers have thereupon arraigned them of fupsrftltion, yet I muft

own, I think their excefs of piety, in this refpecl, very pardon-

" Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 241, 146. Le CUtt hift,

des provinces unies, tome iii. liv, 15. Neuvilie hifl. de Hoilande, torn. iv. li^'.

xiii. xiv, p. lio, 148. La vie de Ruyter, part ii. p. 60.

b The Texe), rhongh a fmall ifiand, is yet the moft confiderable of tbofe

which, lying in a ftraight line in the Geiiuan ocean, cuver the mjuth of the Ziiy.

der-zee.

able>
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iible -, efpecially if we confider, there could not be a hifrher

ftroke of policy, at that time, than to perfuade a nation, ftrug-

gling againft fuperior enemies, that they were particularly fa-

voured by Heaven «=.

After this difappointment, there was no other a6lion thought

of at fea for this year, except the fending Sir Edward Spragge,

with a fquadron, to difturb the Dutch herring-filliery ; which

he performed with a degree of moderation that became fo great

a man, contenting himfelf with taking one of their vefTels, when

he faw that was fufBcient to difperfe the reft '^. But while the

war fcemed to llumber in Europe, it raged fufficiently in the

Weft and Eaft Indies.

Sir Tobias Bridges, with five or fix fhips, and a regiment of

foot, from Barbadoes, made himfelf mafter of the ifland of

Tobago, taking about four hundred prifoners, and five hundred

flaves'*. On the other fide, the Dutch, with five or fix hun-

dred men, pofiefled themfeives of the ifland of St. Helena, ly-

ing oft' the coaft of Africa ; for the fort not being defenfible on

the land-fide, the Englifli governor and his people, after having

feveral times repulfed the enemy, retired with all their valuable

effects on board feme Englifh and French ftiips, as finding it

impoflible to preferve the ifland after their landing. But com-

modore Monday, being fent with four men of war, to convoy

the Englifii Eaft India fleet, perceiving on his arrival at St. He-

lena what had happened, refolved to attempt retaking it : he

was the rather induced to this refolution, from his want of frefh

Vvater. Accordingly, landing fome men on that fide of the

<^ Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome H. p. 264. where this extraorJi-

n-'ty accident is juftly Hated, and fairly accounted for. The wonder did not

confifl fo much in an ebb of twelve hours, as in the time in which it happened ;

for, though the like has fallen out before and fince about the equinoxes, yet in

July it never happened but at this junfture, when the fwelling of the waters in

llie Y and the Zuyder-zee repelled the flood. Lord Arlington in his letters of

Auguft 29. and September 26, 3672, mentions the had weather, but rakes no

notice of the ebbing of che water. d Philips's continuation of Heath's

chronicle, p. 588. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 388 * This illand,

which belonged of right to the crown of England, was however feizeu and fet-

tled (during our troubles) by the Dutch, who beflowed upon it the name of New
W.ilcheren, and rendered it a popalous, profj'erous, and profitable plantation.

r<ee Rochefort, hiftyire niturelle des ifles Antilles, p. 7.

Vol. II. T ifland
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ifland which is mofl: acceflible, and at the fame time attacking

the fort with his fliips, he eafily fucceeded in his defign f.

The ifland being thus recovered, it ferved the Enghlli as a net

to inclofe and take the enemy's fliips, for a Dutch Eaft India

vefTcl, called the Europe, coming to St. Helena, with a new

governor on board, was feized. And foon after fix others ap-

pearing in fight of the ifland, the Englifli commodore, the bet-

ter to confirm tliem in the opinion that their countrymen were

ftill in pofTefilon, caufed the Dutch flag to be difplayedfrom the

fort •, which ftratagem had fo good an efFefb, that the Eaft India

ihips approaching nearer, their vice-admiral and rear-admiral

were taken, with an immenfe quantity of filver on board ; as the

reft would likewife have been, had not the Englifli difcovered

themfelves fomewhat too foon. On the other fide, the Hollan-

ders, who attempted the ifland of Bombay, were repulfed with

great lofs; but near MalTalpatnam, thirteen Dutch men of war,

and fome other vefiTels, being raflily engaged by ten Englifli fliips,

partly men of war, and partly merchantmen, there happened a

long and bloody fight, which ended with the death of the Dutch

rice-admiral John Frederickfon, and the taking of three Enghfh

merchant fliips. So that the lofs of the two nations was pretty

equal, though pofiibly the Dutch efteemed themfelves gainers i?.

All this time commerce in general fuffered exceedingly on

both fides : noble plantations were ruined ; and the French, who

before this war had very little fkill in navigation, and fcarce at

all underflood the art of fighting at fea, as their own writers

confefs, improved wonderfully in both, at the joint expence of

Britain and Holland. Thus their fe'lf-interefted political end

was plainly anfwered, while the maritime powers were fighting

with, and weakening each other, and this, too, as much againft

f Darper, dcfcriprion it TAfrique, p. 4515. where flip excellency of the air,

t'lie variety o( fine fruits, and the comrnodious fituation of this iilmd, are amply

explained. Tt was (the Diitch having pofTeiTed themfelves of the Cape of Good

H;ipe) fetikd by the Enplifh Eaft India Company abont twelve years before.

B Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 59 r. Lord Arlington's letters,

vol. ii. p. 415. A relation of tiie retaking of the iAind of St. Helena, and three

Dutch EjH India fnips, publifhed by authority, 1C73, ^'*'" Annals of the uni-

ver(e, p. 300. Columna roftrata, p. 130, 131.

their
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their Inclinations as their interefts, which it is neceffary for us to

fliew •>.

As the rancour which the Dutch had difcovered againft the

EngUfh, and their moll: unjuftifiable behaviour in rerpe£l to the

infults offered to the king's perfon, were not fo much owing to

their own prejudices as to the arts of the de Wittes ; and as

they plainly faw, that this war and all its miferies came upon

them through the vanity of their governors, and from the refenc-

ment king Charles ftill had for the a£lion at Chatham, contrivgd

by John, and executed by Cornelius de Witte ; (o they turned

their rage upon thefe two brothers, and the reft of their fadlionj

obliged the ftates to repeal the perpetual edift, which followed

the conclufion of the laft war, and took away the office of

fladtholder for ever 5 advanced the prince of Orange to that

high dignity, and foon after, in a fit of popular fury, barba-

roufly murdered the de Wittes j as if the blood of thefe men

could have reftored that peace, which, in truth, but for their

fchemes had never been loll:. In order to be convinced of this,

the reader need only confult the fecret refolutions of the Hates-

general, during his miniftry, which are publiOied ; his letters,

and his maxims, all which clearly prove his jealoufy of, and a-

verfion to, this nation. The truth is, like too many great mi-

niflers, he deceived himfelf into an opinion, that what was re-

quifite to fupport his adminiftration, was elTentially neceflary to

the fecurity of his country. Upon this rock he fplit, ruined

himfelf, and brought the republic to the brink of deftru6lion.

Nay, to (hew how thoroughly they were cured of thofe fatal

prepofleffions, which had brought upon them the naval force of

ib potent a neighbour, the people, on the firft arrival of the

Englifh ambafladors, thronged about them, and cried out,

** God blefs the king of England ! God blefs the prince of

** Orange! and the devil take the ftates." They hoped, and

with great reafon, that thefe teftlmonies of their fmcere delire

of peace, the ruin of the Louveftein faction, and the advance-

ment of his nephew, the prince of Orange, would have paci-

fied our king •, and they were infinitely concerned when they

•• Bafnage annales des provinces nnies, tome ii. Le Clerc hift. des provinces

/Wnies, tome iii, liy. li. NeuviUc hilt, de Holiundf, tome iv. !iv, 15.

T 'z found
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found thcmfelves miftaken. They did not, however, as befor^^

vent their fpleen in violent zQ.s of perfonal malice, or difrefpedt

towards the king ; but contented themfelves with carrying on

the war with courage and refolution, and, at the fame time,

omitted no opportunity of fignifying their earneft defire of

peace '.

In England, the credit of the cabal, which bad been long loft

with the people, began now to decline alfo with the king-, and

the parliament, though very loyal, yet in granting a large fup=

ply to the kingi would not own the Dutch war; but borrowed

an expreffion from the king's fpeecb, and declared what they

gave to be for the king's extraordinary occasions. They

likewife fell warmly upon matters of religion, and pafled an aclg

fince fufficiently f-mous under the title of the test; which

putting it out of the power of the Papifts to continue in any

public employments, lord Clifford was foon after obliged to

quit the treafury, and ,the duke of York immediately declined

the command of the ileet".

Thefe were changes, which had a natural tendency to bring

things about again into their proper fpheres ; yet the Dutch war

was carried on for another year through the influences of their

councils who began it, and, which muft appear extremely fin-

guhr to any man who is a ftranger to the arts praCcifed in courts,

the very people who promoted the war, fecretly pradtifed the de-

feat of thofe meafures by which alone it could be purfucd with

honour. For this I know of no reafons that have been afligned,

and therefore I venture to fpeak my own opinion, that it pro-

ceeded from a defire in the miniftry to gain a pretence for ma-

king a peace, from fome want of fuccefs in the war, when it,

•was to be carried on under the command of prince Rupert, who,

thouf h he v^as two wife to be fond of this fervice, was yet too

honeft and two brave a man to negledl his duty '.

i Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 315. Le Clerc hirtoire des

provinces iinies, tome iii. !iv. 15. p. 304. Neiiville hirtoire de Hollande, tome iv.

p. 176. E. Vander Heeven, Leeveii Dood van Corn, en Jan de Witte, book ii.

p. 346— 370. It Andrew Marvell's growth of Popery and arbitrary power

ill England, London, 1678, fol. • Ptiiiips's continuation of Heath's cliro-

riclc, p. spo. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 404, 405, 406, 409. Coke's

d?te(flion, vol. ii. p. 74, 76. Kennel's hiftory of England, vol. iii, p. 310. Me-

moirs of what paHld in Chrirtendom frcm ifji £0 11571?, by Sir William Temple.'

Notwithftanding
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Notwitliftanding it was refolved early in the year 1673, ^'^^^

prince Rupert fliould command, yet no care was taken to fit out

$he fleet in time, and much lefs to flaew any degree of confidence,

pr even complaifance, in furnifliing him with fuch officers as

were agreeable to him. Sir Robert Holmes was laid afide>

though formerly fo much carefled, merely becaufe he was known

to be in his highnefs's favour, and Sir Edward Spragge fent in

his flead, who not long after went into France on a fecret com-

mifHon, \vithout prince Rupert's knowing any thing of his bufi^

nefs. With the like view. Sir John Harman was appointed his

vice-admiral, when he was known to have furvived the great

abilities he once had, and befides was fo ill of the gout when he

went on board, that he was not able to move either hand or

foot, or fo much as to ftir out of his cabbin. The prince ex-

poftulated in vain againft thefe and many other hardflijps, of

which he could obtain no redrefs ; and therefore in the begin-

ning of the month of April, hearing the Dutch fleet was at fea,

and intended to come and fink many hulks filled with lead and

ftones in the mouth of the river, he with much induftry got to-

gether as many of the fourth and fifth rate fliips as he could, and

with fome fire-fhips, failed out and took fuch meafures as pre-

vented them. This was one of tlie fchemes laid in the former

war, and, if the Dutch could have accomplilhed it, would have

been attended with very mifchievous effe<Sts.

About the middle of May the fleet, though indifferently pro-

vided, was ready for the fea ; but then the great difficulty was^

how to join our good allies, the French, who were at Breft,

and who freely declared, that they were refolved not to ftir till

our fleet was in the channel. As the Dutch laboured day and

night to ftrengthen their navy, his highnefs favv the necefTity of

joining the French early, and as a proof of his high courage, as

well as great Ikill in maritime affairs, he pafied in defiance of the

•enemy, then riding at the Gun-fleet, througli the pafTage called

the Narrow, and this, too, againft: the wind j which fo furprifed

the Dutch, that, feeing the end of their lying there lofl:, they

failed back again to their own ports "".

The

*" An exaft relation of all the engagements and anions of his majefty 's fleet

under the command of his highnefs prince Rupert, and of aiJ circuaiftances con-

cerning
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The grand defign of our court was the fame this year that it

bad been the laft, that is to fay, to make a puiiTant defcent on

the Dutch coaft ; and, with this view, there were a confiderable

number of land-troops put on board the navy. His majefty and

his royal highnefs the duke of York vifited the fleet on the 19th

of May, and, in a council of war held in their prefence, it was

peremptorily refolved to attack the enemy even upon their own

coaft, in cafe they could not be provoked to quit it. In purfu-

ance of this determination, prince Rupert flood over towards the

coaft of Holland, and found de Ruyter with the Dutch fleet,

riding within the fands at Schonevelt, in a line between the

Rand and the Stony-bank, which was a very advantageous fitu-

ation; but, notwithftanding that, his highnefs perfifted in his

refolution of obeying the pofitive orders he had received for at-

tacking them ".

On the 28th in thg morning, about nine o'clock, a detached

fquadron of thirty-five frigates and thirteen-fire-ftiips were fent

to draw the enemy out, which was very eafily done ; for de

Ruyter prefently advanced in good order, and, the Englifli light

fliips retreating, put their own fleet in fome diforder. This en-

gagement happened on very unequal terms : the confederate fleet

confifted of eighty-four men of war, befides fire-fliips, divided

into three fquadrons, under the command of prince Rupert,

count d'Eftrees, and Sir Edward Spragge. The Dutch were

fcarce feventy men of war and frigates, under de Ruyter, Tromp,
and Bankert".

Moft of our own and the Dutch hiftorlans agree, that the

Englifh, to prevent the French from running away, as they did

before, intermixed their ftiips in this battle with their own : but,

in the account publilhed under the direction of princeRupert, the

thing is put in quite another light ; for there it is faid, that the

French made little or no fail, but kept in the rear, though they

faw the Dutch fleet ftretch to the north. By twelve in the morn-

Cfrning this futnmer's expedition, 1673, written by a perfon in command of the

fleet, London, 1673, 4to. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 411, 417. Sec

memoirs in the reign ot Cbirles II, by fohn, dui^e of Buckinghamfhire, in his

wefks, vi>l. ii. p. 18. n La vie de 1' jdniiral Ruyter, p. ii. p. 103, 104, loj.

» KvjnncL 3 hiflory or' England, vol. iii. p. 323. Echard's hiftory of England

r- ''-PJ. Annals of the Uiuverfe, p. 300. Biirchet'5 naval hiftcry, p. 403. Co-

luuiub fottjaia, p. 133.

ins
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ing the detached fquadron, before mentioned, engaged Van
Tromp, and foon after the prince engaged de Ruyter almoft two

hours before the French began to fight at all. Then, fays the

fame relation, count d'Eftrees engaged de Ruyter, but quickly

left him ; neither did de P^uyter follow?, but went to the aflift-

ance of Tromp, whom he very feafonabiy relieved, which put

an end to the feuds which had been long fubfifting between them.

The battle was very hard fought on both fides, infomuch that

Tiompftiifted his flag four timesj from the Golden Lion to the

Prince on Horfeback, from the Prince on Horfeback to the Am-
fterdam, and from the Amfterdam to the Comet, from on board

which he dated his letter to the ftates in the evening. Sir Ed-

ward Spragge and the earl of Offory diftinguifhed themfelves on

our fide by their extraordinary courage and condu<!t. Prince

Kupert alfo performed wonders, confidering that his fliip was in

a very bad condition, and took in fo much water at her ports,

that flie could not fire the guns of her lojver tier. The battle

lafted till night, and then the Dutch are faid to have retired

behind their fands*'.

Both fides, however, claimed the vi£lory : de Ruyter, in his

letter to the prince of Orange, fays, " We judge abfolutely, that

** the victory is on the fide of this ftate and of your highnefs ^"

Tromp carried the matter farther, and reported the Englifli to

have loft ten or twelve fliips. Prince Rupert, in his letter to

the earl of Arlington, fays, " I thought it beft to ceafe the pur-
*' fuit, and anchor where I now am*." As to the flain on both

fides in this battle, it is reported the Dutch loft vice-admiral

Schram, rear-admiral Vlugh, and fix of their captains, and had

one fhip difabled, which was loft in her retreat. On our fide fell

P An exaft relation of the anions of the fleet under prince Rupert, p. 8, j>,

Philipx's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p, 591. Bafnage annales des pro-

vinces unies, tome ii. p. 411. Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces unies, tome iii.

liv. XV. p. 340. Neuville hiftoire de HoUande, tome iv. p. 170. La viede Ruy-
ter, part ii. p. 103.

1 Hii highnels prince Rupert's letter to the earl of Arlington, his majefty's

principal fecretary of fta!e, from on board the Royal Charles, off the Ofterbank,

the if)th of May, 1673, diftant from Eaft-capel feven leagues, at one of ih«

clock, afternoon, the wind S. S. W. Publifhed by authority, i<573, fol.

f See his letter fj the prince, dated the 8th of June, 1673, in la vie de Ruyter,

part ii. p. 105. s Letter to Lord Arlington, befs're cited, p. 3.

the
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the captains Fowls, Finch, Tempeft, and Worden : colonel

Hamilton had his legs (hot off, and we had only two fliips d'lC-

abled, none either funk or taken.

The great doubt is as to the conducl of the French. Our

writers are pofitive, that they behaved to the full as ill as they

did before; but the Dutch authors fay they fought very bravely.

The truth feems to be, that the brilkeft of the French officers

made it their choice to fight among the Englifli, where they

behaved very gallantly, while thofe remaining with the count

d'Ellrees took a great deal of care to keep themfelves and their

fliips fafe: and yet they fufrered more than either the Englilh or

Dutch; for they loft two men of war, and five or lix fire-fliipSj

vhich they knew not how to manage. The French writers are

pretty even with us ; for they report that matters were but in-

differently managed on both fideSj and that prince Rupert did

not pufh things as far as he might, becaufe he Was averle to the

war ^ in one refpetl, the Dutch certainly had the advantage,

lince they prevented the defcent intended upon their country,

for which fervice, in cafe of a clear victory, count Schomberg,

with fix thoufand men, lay ready at Yarmouth ".

The Dutch, as they were upon their own ccaft, had the

advantage of receiving quick and great fupplies; whereas the

wind prevented the Engliih from obtaining the hke advantages.

Prince Rupert^ however, did all that in his power lay, to put

the fleet into a good condition, and believing that the Dutch

would not be long before they endeavoured to make ufe of

their advantages, he went on board the Royal Sovereign in the

evening of the third of June, where he Avent not to bed ail

night ^. His forefight was very requifite j for on the fourth

in the morning, the Dutch fleet j by this time at leaft as fi;rong

as the confederates, bore down upon them as fafl as the v/ind

would permit. Sir Edward Spragge had {o little notion of their

t Bafr.aoe atinsUs de« provinces unies, tome ii, p. 415. Le Clerc hiftcire dos

provinces unies, tome iii. p. 341. Ncuvillc hift. de Hollande, tome iv. liv. xv,

chap. 1. Quiiicy hid. militaire de Louis XIV. tome i. p. ^$4, " Loid

Arlington's letters, vol. il. p. 401. Memoirs in the reign of Cha.les II, by

John, duke of Burking'.iamfliire, in his works, vol. ji. p. 29. : his grace ferved in

the expedition. Kennet, Echard, and other writer?. Bafnage, Le Ckrc, N'eu-

ville, and the reft of the Dmch hifbrians. ^ An exaft relation of the

actions of ihc fleet, 6>*c. p. 9, lo.

fighting
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n-ghting, that taking the brave earl of OfTory, his rear-admiral,

with him, he went in his boat on board the admiral j which loft

a great deal of time \
As for prince Rupert, he was fo iliuch in earnefti that find-

ing his lliip's crew, which was but indifferent, raifed his anchors

very flowly, he ordered his cables to be cut, that he might

make hafle to meet the Dutch.

Count d'EftreeSj with the white fquadron, betrayed no fuch

great willingnefs to fight, as both our own and the Dutch wri-

ters agree ; but kept as much as might be out of harm's way.

At lad, about five in the evening, Spragge and Tromp en-

gaged with great fury. As for de Ruyterj he (hewed at firll

a defign of coming to a clofe engagement with the prince : but

before he came within mulket-fliot, he tacked and bore away y

whence it was concluded, that he had fuffsred fome confider-

able damage. Spragge^ in the mean time, had forced Tromp

to fheer off. He then fell into vice-admiral Sweers's divifion,

which he foon put to confufion 5 and had a third engagement

with Tromp, wherein he lliot down his flag. The battle lafted

till between ten and eleven at night, and then the Dutch fi;ood

to the fouth-eaft, and fo it ended ^.

Both fides claimed the vi6lory as before. Prince Rupert, in

his letter to the earl of Arlington, fays exprcfsly, " that he
<« purfued the Dutch from two till fix the next morning, and
** feeing no likelihood of reaching them, before they got with-

*' in their fands, thought a farther purfuit needlefs." He Hke-

wife adds, " that they went away in great diforder, though he

*' could hot tell certainly what lofs they had received." This

is not altogether irreconcileable lo de Ruyter's letter, wherein

he alfo claims the victory. " The next day (fays he) we faw

« the enemies were gone; and doubt not but they made to the

' " Thames ; we fatisfied ourfelves with purfuing them half-way,

^ La vie de Tadmiral Ruyter, part i:. p. li?. The Dutch valued thcmftlvcs

much on this furprize. >' Philips's continustion of Heath's chi-onick,

p. S9i' Aniiiih of the nniverfe, p. 301. Lord Arlington's lettets, vol. ii, p. 419,
His l)rdfi)ip fays this wjs a pure braVodo of the Dutch which they had not the

courage to execute equal to their dellgn, and confcquenlly would not (lay to be

better beaten tLan tliey were, B.'.fVi.igc annales ;ks provinces units, tome ii.

Vol. Ii. U « and
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'< and then returned to our former ftation ^." In the fame let*

ler, however, he owns that they began their retreat as fbon as

it was dark. The lofs on both fidea was pretty equal, but was

very far from being confiderable on either. Admiral Van
Tromp, however, was fo ill fatisfied with the condudt of vice-

admiral Swears, that he accufed him to the ftates^. Some of

the Dutch and French writers pretend, that prince Rupert did

not diilinguilh hrmfelf on that occafion as he ufed to do •, for

which they fuggeft reafons void of all foundation ''.

The truth is, the prince was for fighting the enemy again j

but it was carried in a council of war to fail for the Englifh

coaft, in order to obtain fupplies, as well of ammunition as

provllxon ; through want of which a great many captains com-

plained loudly. Bclides, the fleet was fo poorlv manned, that

if it l:^d not been for the land-forces on board, they could not

have fought at all: ai>d thefe being for the mod part new-raifed

men, we need not wonder they did not behave fo well as our

old-feafoned failors were wont to do. On the eighth of June,

the fleet arrived at the Buoy in the Nore, and on the fourteenth

prince Rupert went to London, in order to give the king an ac-

count of the condition things were in, and to prefs for fuch ne-

ccflary fupplies as might enable him to put to fea again without

delays

The lyutch, in the mean timC;,. to countenance the pretence?

they made after the two laft battles to victory, and (which was

of much greater confequence) to raife the fpirits of the people a-t

fuch a conjun£lure, when the very being of the republic was at

ftake, gave out^ that their fleet fhould fpeedily put to fea again,

and attempt fome great thing. Infuking the Engliih coaft was

fometimes mentioned, and then again, the lofies they had lately

fuftaiired from the French, induced them to think of revenge on

2 See prince Rupert's Ic ter, be fire cired. Kennct, vol, iii. p. 313. See

niorficur dc Rnyfer's letter to the ftates, dated June 17, 1673, in U vie de Ruy-

tcr, part ii. p. 130. ' Le Clerc hi'.K des provinces unics, tome iii. liv. xv.

p. 34t. Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 41(5. KeuviHe hift, de

Pibllande, tome iv, liv. xv, ch. a. Leven Van Tromp, p. 440. b Bsfnage

annaie* des provinces uufes, rome ii. p. 41 (5. Qniocy hi<^oire militaire de Louis

^vIV. tome i. p. 3Ji. c L,,,rd Ailington'i letters, vol, ij. p. 410. An exadt

rcUiioii, £^;. p. 10, ii.

that
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tliat fide, and taking fome maritime town in France, which

might oblige king Lewis to abandon the fiege of Maeftricht, or

incline him to give it up by way of exchange. But while they

were amufing themfeh^es a^nd de Ruyter with thefe propofals,

they were informed that Maeftricht was already taten, and that

the combined fleet was likcwifc ready to put to fea; fo that all

thefe grand fchemes vanilhed at once, and they were forced to

attend to their old bufinefs of defending their own coafts, and

protecting their commerce ''.

About the middle of the month of July, prince Rupert was

at fea, having on board the troops intended for a defcent, which

was ftill prefled by the real authors of the war. His highneft

arrived on the Dutch coafts on the twenty-firft of the faid

month, and declining an engagement, ftood along the fhore, ii»

order to find an opportunity for debarking his troops. On the

ninth of Auguft, he took a Dutch Eaft India fliip richly laden.

This induced de Ruyter to fight; and, therefore, he immediate*

ly bore down upon the Englifh fleet '« As foon as his highnefs

perceived it, he commanded the French a particular courfe, and

Jiad thereby an opportunity of difcerning what he was to expe<f^i:

from them in a time of a£lion. They lay bye twice that night j

iirfi: about eleven o'clock, when the prince fent to count d'Eftrees

to order him to make fail, vi'hich he did till about one o'clock,

and then laid his fail to the maft again, which gave a fecond flop

to the .fleet, and obliged the pnnceto fend him another mefTage.

In thofe days, when party-fpirit ran very high, no body ever

fufpe£led the count d'lifl:rees's courage, which was fo well known,

and fo thoroughly eftabliilied, as clearly to decypher his or-

ders.

Thefe delays gave the Dutch admiral an opportunity of gain-

ing the wind, which he did not negleCl j but, early on the ele-

venth of Auguft, bore down upon the confederates, as if he

d Bafnage annales des provinces iinics, tome ii, p. 418. Le Clerc, tome iii.

liv. I J. Ncuvillc, tome iv. liv. xv. ch, 3, 4., 6. Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii-r

p. 410. ^ Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p, 59A. Lord Ar-

lington's letters, vol. ii. p, 411. Echard's iiiftory of En^ldod, p. 894. Bnrche;'s

nayal hiflory, p. 403. A relation of the engagement of his majcfty's fleet with

the enemy's on the nth of Auguft, 1673, ^s it has been reprejV-nied by letters

from the fevcral ftjaadrons. Publiflied by authority, liS??, fo),

U 2 meant
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meant to force them to a battle ; upon which his highnefs

thought fit to tack, and thereby brought the fleet into good or-

der. He put the French in the van, himfelf in the center, and

Sir Edward Spragge in the rear 5 and in this difpoiltion the

French lay fair to get the wind of the enemy, which, however,

they negleifted f
. The Englifh fleet confifted of about fixty men

of war and frigates, the French of thirty, and the Dutch of

feventy or thereabouts j fothat the royal fleets were indifputably

fuperior to that of the republic?.

De Ruyter, bearing down with his fleet in three fquadrons,

prepared to attack the prince himfelf, while Tromp engaged

Spragge and the blue fquadron, in which the Englifli admiral

obliged him, by laying his fore-top-fail to his mail;, in order to

ftay for him, contrary to the exprefs order of the prince. This

fondnefs for a point of honour proved fatal to himfelf, as well

as difadvantageous ro the fleet. Bankerc, with his Zealand

fquadron, fliould have engaged the white, commanded by

d'Eftrees ; but it feems the Dutch underftood their temper bet-

ter than to give themfelves much trouble about them, for Ban-

kert contented himfelf with fending eight men of war and three

fire-fhips to attack the rear-admiral de Martel, who feemed to

be the only man that had any real defign to fight ; and then the

reft of the Zealand fquadron united themfelves to de Ruyterj

and fell together upon prinqe Rupert''.

Rear-admiral de Martel, being left not only by the body of

the French fleet, but even by the captains of his own divifion,

was attacked by five Dutch fliips at once. He fought them for

two hours, and that with fuch courage and fuccefs, that having

difabled one, the refl: were glad to flieer off, and he rejoined

the white fquadron, where, expoftulating with the captains of

his own divifion for deferting him fo bafely, they told him plain-

ly, they had orders from the admiral not to obferve his motions :

and indeed,, after he was in the fleet, though fome opportunities

f An cxaft relation of the aflions of the En^lilb fleet under the command of

prince Rupert, p. ij. E Columua roftrata, p. x^x. Quincy bift. militaire

^e Louis Xiy. tome i. p, 3J9. Eafnage annales des pr'^vinccs nnics, tome ii.

p. 4-0- ^ An exaft relation, ire. p. 14. Le Ckrc hif>. des provinces

ynic«, tome Jii. p. 343, 344. La vie de P,uytc-r, part ii. p. 152.

offered*
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oiTered, he thought no more of fighting, and, on his return to

France, was lent to the Baftile for what he had done'.

The battle between de Ruyter and the red fquadron began

about eight o'clock in the morning, and a multitude of circum-

ftances concurred to threaten the Englifli admiral with inevitable

ruin. The French, not fatisiied with being mere fpedlators of

a very unequal combat from the beginning, fuiFered the fhips,

which had attacked de Martel, to pafs quietly to their own fleet;

fo that now de Ruyter's and Bankert's fquadrons were both upon

the red. Sir Edward Spragge, intent on his perfonal quarrel

with Van Tromp, had fallen to the leeward feveral leagues with

the blue fquadron, and to complete prince Rupert's misfortune,

the enemy found means to intercept his own rear-admiral. Sir

John Chichele, with his diviiion ; fo that by noon his highnefs

was wholly furrounded by the Dutch, being preiTed by de Ruy-

ter and his divifion on his lee- quarter, an admiral with two flags

more on his weather-quarter, and the Zealand fquadron on his

broadfide to windward. Thus the Dutch wifely employed their

force againll the enemy that would fight, and took no more no-

tice of the French fleet, than the French did of them, or of

prince Rupert ^.

His highnefs, in the midfi: of thefe difappointments, behaved

with fuch intrepidity, and encouraged ail his officers fo eff'e£lu-

ally by his own example, that, by degrees he cleared himfelf of

his enemies, rejoined Sir John Chichele, and by two o'clock had

time to think of the blue fquadron, which was now at three

leagues diftance ; and, not hearing their guns well plied, he

made all the fail he could towards them, in order to unite with

and relieve them. De Ruyter, perceiving his highnefs's defign,

left firing, and bore away alfo with his whole force to the aflful-

i The relation before cited, p. :;. Coke's dete£lion, vol. ii. p. y6. Echard's

hiflory of England, p. 894. Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome ii. p. 413.

We fhall examine this more fully when we come to fpeak of the confequences of

this battle.

k The exa<S relation, &c. In this piece we have not only the moft anthentic,

but I believe the only authentic account of this engagement, now extant. Prince

Rupert's letters were ufually publifhed, but what lie wrote on this occafion was

not judged convenient for the people's perufal. The Dutch narrations were cal-

Culjted to ferve a turn, and that penned by M, de Martel for the information of

fhe French king, was for many good reafons fupprelTsd.

ance
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ance of Tromp j Co that both fleets ran down fide by fide within

range of cannon-fhot, and yet without firing on either part.

About four the prince joined the blue fquadron, which he found

in a very tattered condition '.

At the beginning of the f^.ght, Tromp in the Golden Lion,

and Sir Edward Spragge in the Royal Prince, fought fliip to

{h\rt. The Dutch admiral, however, would not come to a clofe

fight, which gave him a great advantage ; for Spragge, who

had more than his complement on board, fufPered much by the

enemy's cannon, and, having the wind and fmoke in his face,

could not make fo good ufe of his own, as he would otherwife

have done. After three hours warm fight, the Royal Prince was

fo difabled, that Sir Edward was forced to go on board the

St. George, and Tromp quitted bis Golden Lion to hoift his

flag on board the Comet, where the battle was renewed with

incredible fury. We have in refpedl to this, and it is to be

wifhed we had of every battle, a diftinfl relation of what

was performed by each fquadron, very particular and clear;

and, from the relation of the blue fquadron (compared with

prince Rupert's) thefs fafts are colledled.

The great aim of the Dutch admiral was, to take or fink the

Royal Prince : but the earl of OfTory, and Sir John Kempthorne,

together with Spragge himfelf, fo etfeftually protected the dis-

abled vefiel, that none of the enemy's fire-fliips could come near

her, though this was often attempted. At lafl, the St. George

being terribly torn, and in a manner difabled, Sir Edward

Spragge defigned to go on board a third fhip, the Royal Charles;

but, before he was got ten boats length, a fliot, which pafied

through the St. George took his boat ; and though they imm.e-

diately rowed back, yet, before they could get within reach of

the ropes that were thrown out from the St. George, the boat

funk, and Sir Edward was drowned '^.

When prince Rupert drew near the blue fquadron, he found

the admiral difabled, the vice-admiral lying to the windward,

mending his fails and rigging; the rear-admiral a- (tern of the

1 Philips, Kennet, Burchet. Annuls of the nniverfe, p, jcz. f" Par-

•kcr's hiftory of his own times, p. 150. Rennet's hiftory ot England, vol. iii.

p. gz4. B.ifnage annales des provinces iniics, tume ii. p. 410. Le Clerc, torn,

iii. p. 343. De Neuviilej torn. jv. p. 300, 301. La vie ds Rviyter, p. ii. p. 151.

Royal
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Roval Prince, between her and the enemy, bending his new fails,

and mending iiis rigging. The firft thing his highnefs did, was

to fend two frigates to take the Royal Prince in tow. He thers

fleered in between the enemy and the lame fhips, and perceiving

that Tromp had tacked, and was coming down again upon the

blue fquadron, he made a fignal for all the fl:iips of that fqua-

dron to join him : but it was in vain *, for, except the two flags,

Sir John Kempthorne and the earl of OfTory, there v.'as not one

in a condition to move. The French ftill continued to look oa

with all the coolnefs imaginable; and notwithftanding the prince

put out the blue flag upon the mizen-peek, which was the fignal

to attack, fet down in the general inftruiftions for fighting, and

known not only to all the Engliih captains but alio to thofe of

the white fquadron, yet they remained, as before, wholly in-

a£live. But, to give fome kind of colour to this conduft, the

count d'Eilrces, after the battle was in a manner over, fent to

know what this fignal meant ".

About five in the evening, de Ruyter, with all his flags and

fi;;et, came clofe up with the prince, and then began a very Iharp

engagement. His highnefs had none to fecond him but the vice

and rear of the blue. Sir ^ohn Harman, captain Davis, and

captain Stout, of his own divifion. Sir John Holmes in the Ru-
pert, captain Legge in the Royal Katharine, Sir John Berry in

the Refolution, Sir John Ernie in the Henry, Sir Roger Strick-

land in the Mary, and captain Carter in the Crown; in all about

thirteen (hips. The engagement was very clofe and bloody till

about feven o'clock, when his highnefs forced the Dutch fleet

into great diforder, and fent in two fire-fliips amongft them to

increafe it, at the fame time making a fignal for the French to

bear down ; which, even then, if they had done, a total defeat

muft have followed : but, as they took no notice of it, and the

•» An exa<ft relation, 'ire. p. iS, iij. where it is affi-med, that count d'Eftrees

fent this mc(I":.ge afctr night had parted chc fleets. Tlie officer who wrote ihac

acountTays very judicioufly, that the fending to inqi'ire the meaning of the fig-

nal was cunningly done: but one of de Riiytei's lailors Teems to have had as

nuicrh penetration as the French niiniftry bad artifice j for, upon one of his com-

pinions diking him what the French meant by keeping at fnch a diftanee, " Why,
" you fool," faid he, " they have hired (he E(ig!i(h lo fighi f r tliem j and ^11

" their bufinefs here, is to fee that they earn thc.r wagrs." :io truiilparent to

honeit men =«? tKe hoaft'e*! p-lifics .>f tUa c- u;t

!

prince
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prince Taw that moft of his fhips were not in any condition to

keep the fea long, he wifely provided for their lafety, by making

with an eafy fail towards our own coalts °.

This battle ended as doubtfully as any of the reft j for the

Dutch very loudly claimed the victory now, as they did before,

and with full as much reafon. The truth is, it feems to have

been a drawn battle, fince the Dutch, notwithftanding all their

advantages, did not take or fink a fingle Englifh man of war,

and killed but two captains, Sir William Reeves and captain

Havard, befiJes our gallant admiral Sir Edward SpraggCj and

no great number of private men. On their fide they loft two

vice-admirals, Sweers and Liefde, three captains, and about one

llioufanJ private men. The confequences, indeed, which, from

rh.e prudence of the admiral, they drew from this battle, were

exceeding great ; for they opened their ports, which before were

intirely blocked up, and put an end to all thoughts, by removing

the poffibility, of an invafion p.

It would be equally unfatisfadlory and unjuft to conclude this

account of the lafl: battle fought in this laft Dutch war, without

taking particular notice of the ground's upon which I have repre-

iented the condu6l of the French in fo bad a light. I muft in

the firft place declare, that I have no intent to afperfe the nation

in general, much lefs to injure the particular chara£ter of thd

noble perfon who commanded, and who afterwards gave fignal

proofs of his true courage, and able conducl, as a fea-officer, as

in this engagement he gave undoubtedly the highefl demonftra-

tion of his Iteadinefs in obeying orders. Thofe I blame are fuch

as drew up his inftruftions, and confequently were alone anrwer*-

able for his behaviour. The French were and are a brave na-

tion ; but it has been their great misfortune to fufFer by perfi-

dious minifters, who have broke their national faith, both in war

and peace, fo often, that it is in a manner become proverbial,

like the fdcs Puntca of old. For the truth of what I have'ad-

vanced in the prefent cafe, I have the teflimony of friends affijjL^

enemies, nay of themfeives too, which I think is fufhcient to put

° Pbilips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 593. Kennct, Echard, Eur-

chet, Rapin. P Bifnage amiales des provinces units, tome ii. p. 410. Lc

Clerc, tome iii. p. 34?. Quincy, tome i, p. 359, Neuville, tonie iv. liv. xv/^

ch. 6. La vie dc Rujter, p. ii, p. 157—159.

the
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xhc matter out of doubt. The conduct of Lewis XIV. is thus

reprefented by lichen: Andrew Marvel. He firft pradlifed the

fame art at fea, when he was in league with the Hollanders a-

gainfl: us, his navy^ having never done them any fervice ; for his

bufincfs was only to fee us batter each other. Now he was on

the Englilh fide, his buiinefs was to found our feas, to fpy our

ports, to learn our building, to contemplate our manner of fight-

ing, to confume ours, to preferve his own navy, to increafe his

commerce, and to order all things fo, that the two great naval

powers of Europe being crulhed together, he might remain ar-

bitrator of the ocean.

This behaviour was complained of by Prince Rupert in fuch

ftrong terms, that his letter was fupprelTed, though at other

times his accounts, which were conltantly very plain and very

modeft, were inftanily publifhed *>. All the Dutch writers agree

in giving the fame account ; and indeed^ if they did not, the

condu6i: of their admirals might fufliciently juflify this to have

been their fenfe of the thing, fmcc it is impoffible to conceive,

that admiral Bankert would have fent eight fmall fhips to at-

tack a fquadron of thirty large ones, if from their former con-

duct, and their countenance then, he had not been well alTur-

fed that fighting was not much their bufinefs ^ *

Laftly, poor admiral Martel, who was too much a man of

honour to be in the French minifters fecrets, wrote a fair rela-

tion of the battle, and fent it to the French court, concluding

with thefe Words : " That if count d'Eftrees would have fallen

« in with a fair wind upon de Ruyter and Bankert, at their firft

*' engaging, ivheti in numbers they much exceeded the prince ;

** they muft of neceffity have been inclofed between his high-

** nefs and d'Eftrees, and fo the enemy v.'ould have been entire-

" ly defeated s."

<5 Columna roftrata, p. 143. Secret hifiory of Europe, hiftory of t>5e Dutcti

war. ^ Bafnage aMiales def^ provinces un es, tome ii. p. 4; 3. Le Cleic

hilioire def provinces units, tume iii. p. 344, 34J. Neuville, tome iv. p. 30J.

» Ex.ift relation, jIt-c. p. 17. P. Daniel flurs over all tbei'e battles in his hiO,

de la milics Frangoife, tom. ii. p. 489. and again in his biftoire de Francf, toin, x,

p. m. he crowds the three battles into a paragraph of fo many. lines, and fays,

th;y were fought with litde crder, and fmall regard to reputation, by aii parties.

Vol. II. X Soon
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Soon after this battle, theEnglifh fleet came into tbeThames,

and the French fquadron, about the middle of September, fail-

ed home ; but fufFered fo much by a ftorm, that it was the mid-

dle of November before they reached Breft, When Prince Ru-

pert returned to court, he Joined his reprefentations to thofe of

other worthy patriots, who were defirous that peace, as foon as

poflible, Ihould be reltored, to which the king was, at this

time, no longer averfe. There had, through the mediation of

Sweden, been fome conferences held at Cologne j but they had

not proved fo effe£lual as was expedled : the ftates-general alfo

had written to his majefty, but in terms that, inftead of making

things better, had rather widened the breach. After this bat-

tle, however, they cendefcendcd to write another letter^ where-

r.n they fliewed their earnelt defire of peace, and their true fenfe

of the obftacles which had hitherto retarded it '.

in this letter they fpoke very freely to the king of his minis-

ters and of his ally ; they fliewed him how glorious, as well as

how advantageous a ftep a feparate peace mufi: prove, which

would give umbrage only to the French, and content to all the

great powers of Europe befide : and further to incline his majef-

ty to this, they fuggeiled the bafe and infidious behaviour of his

allies in the late fea-fights, and the offers that had been already

made them by France of a feparate peace, without any relpedt

had to his majefty. Thefe, with the propounding of fair con-

ditions, had fuch a weight with the king, that he propofed the

terms offered to his parliament j and, on their pafTmg a vote,

** humbly defiring him to proceed in a treaty with the ftates,

*' in order to a ipeedy peace," he directed Sir William Tem-
ple to negociate with the marquis del Frefno, the Spanilh am-

baflador, who was provided with full powers from the fbtes-

general for that purpofe •, and, at three meetings, the treaty was

concluded and figned, to the mutual fatisfaction of both parties ".

While

f Bafnagc ar.naJce des provinces uiies, toI. ii. p.4S5—469. where thefe ht-

tei- are inferted. The earl of Shattfcury was now difgraced, the Earl of Ailir.g-

ron was inclined to pacific meafures, and the king foon faw this was his true in-

icreft.

u Lord Arlington's Icferf, vol. ii. p. 4.59—467, Sir "William Temple's letters

to the prince oi Orarge, to the duke of Florence, and to Sir John Temple, in

tis works, vol. ii. p. aSS—292,2^4. Bifhop Fai^ier's hirtory of his own time.
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While this treaty was upon the carpet at home, there happen-

ed an accident in the Mediterranean, which, though of little

confequence in itfelf, yet, from certain circumftances that at-

tended it, deferves to be recorded. The Dutch admiral Evertz,

being in thofe feas with his fquadron, it happened that captain

de Witte, in a man of war called the Schaerlaes, which carried

thirty-fix pieces of cannon, and one hundred and forty men,

met with captain Harman, in the Tyger, a fmall Englifh frigate

which had been careening at Tangier, and came with him into

tlie harbour of Ca<liz, where the Dutchman alfo careened. The

Spaniards jefting with captain de Witte, and telling him that be

durfl not fight the Englifh captain, and that this made them fo

good friends j admiral Evertz heard it, and thereupon told de

Witte, that he muft, for the honour of his nation, challenge

captain Harman. He did fo j and his admiral lent him, that he

might come off with glery, fixty mariners and feventy foldiers.

Captain Harman had but one hundred eighty-four men in all

;

however, at a day's notice he flood to fea, and fairly engaged

the Dutch frigate, in fight of the town *'.

Their fhips were within piflol-fhot before either ofthem fired j

and then captain Harman's broadfide brought the Dutchman's

main-mafl by the board, and killed and wounded him fourfcore

men. The Englifh captain followed his advantage, entered the

enemy's velTel with his refolute crew, and became mafter of

the fhip in an hour's time j but ihe was quite dilabled, and had

one hundred and forty men i-a her killed and wounded. The
Englifh had only nine killed, and fifteen wounded ; amongft

whom was their brave captain, by a muiket-fhot, which went

in at his left eye, and out between the ear and the jaw-bone j

of which wound he was well cured, and lived feveral years af-

ter *. Thus the maritime powers, though their interelt was,

p. i5p. Sir Richard Bulrtrodt's memoirs, p. i^6. Bafnage annates des provlncf 5

onies, tome ii. p. 458—470, 498, Le Clerc hid. dts provifices unies, tome ii.

liv. XV. p. 338. Neuville hifloirc de HoUaiidc, tome iv. lib. xv. ch. 10. p. jjj.
w Lord Arlington's letters, vol. ii. p. 470. where his lord (hip, then fecretary

©f flate, takes notice to Sir William Godolphin, our ainhaflJJor at the court af

Madrid, that his majeny had been acquainted with capt.iin I-JarrrrtQ't l^ehaviour,

and was extremely pleafed with it.

i Philips'* ionti;iu9.:ion of Heath's chronicle, p. 595.

X 2 5^(f
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and muft ever be the fame, did their utmoft, from falfe naaons

of honour, to deftroy each other, and anfwer the ends of their

common enemy j till the voice of the people, both in England

and Holland, rouzed their governors to a juft fenfe of their

common danger, and procured thereby an alliance v/hich has

lafted ever fnice.

This treaty of peace was figned at London, February 9, 1674,

and thereby thofe differences were all adjufted, which had fo

often and fo long difturbed both ftatesy. In the firft phce, the

bufinefs of the fi^g was regulated according to the king's fenfe

of his rights, which the ftates, till now, would never admit.

In their treaty with Cromwell, they did indeed ftipulate, that

their ihips Ihould falute the Englifh j but then this was expreffed

in fuch loofe terms, as afforded the Dutch room tofu^gert, that

the doing it was no more than a point of civility. As the trea-

ties of 1662, 166'], and 1663, were all, in a manner, built on

this fandy foundation, the cafe had been hitherto the fame, and

alTerted fo to be by the flates : but now the thing was put out

of all difpute ; and what was before ftyled courtefy, was here

confefled to be a right. The extent of the Britiih feas were

particularly mentioned ; and the ftates undertook, that not only

feparate fliips, but whole fleets, fliould ftrike their fails to any

fleet, or flngle iliip, carrying the king's Hag, as the cuftom was,

in the days of his anceftors ^.

The Eafl Lidia trade was likewife fettled fo as to prevent fub-

fequent debates, and not leave either party at liberty to encroach

on the otlner. As to lefTer matters, commiflTioners were to meet

on both fides at London to decide them •, and, in cafe they did

not agree in the fpace of three months, then the queen of i>pairi

was to arbitrate. Such of the planters as had been reftrained

bv the Dutch at Surinam were to be left at their full liberty to

retire, if they thought fit, with their etlecls. Places taken on

y See the propofals from the ftates-general to the king of Great Britain, print-

ed by ai-'ibority, 1673, 4'<'- Life of Sir William Temple, p. zoo. Corps diplo-

matique du droit dcs gens, toine vii. p. i. p. 2S3-

* The whole of this tpatter is very judicioufly explained by bifhop Pjrker in

bis liifiory of his own times, p. 159. and the iniire article is to be found in the

i)ri)po(als made by the (Uies tnemfclvt5, vvi.ich fhews how great a point was car-

^/I'd ii< the coiicludiiij; this titaty,

V ' both
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both fides were by this treaty to be reftored, and the dates ge-

neral were to pay his majefty eight hundred tliouiand patacoons

at four payments, the firft immediately after the ratification of

this treaty, and the other three by annual payments.

By a particular treaty it was agreed, that the Englifli regi-

ments in the French fervice (hould be fuffered to wear out for

want of recruits, and by a fecret article it was fettled, that nei-

ther fide lliould affifl the enemies of the other either by land or

fea^. We may guefs how acceptable this treaty was to the flates,

by the prefent made to the Spaniili ambaflador for negociating it,

which was fixteen thoufand crowns, and the gratification of fix

thoufand, which were given to don Bernardo de Salinas^. Thus
ended the laft of our Dutch wars, which, though made againfl

the intereft and will of the people, terminated highly to their

advantage, whereas the former war, th-ough it was begun at the

inftance of the nation, ended but indifferently; fo little corref-

pondence is there between the grounds and iflues of things *=.

The qorfairs of Tripoli having for fome time committed great

outrages on the Englilh trade, Sir John Narborough was fenr,

in the latter end of the year 1675, to reduce them to reafon.

The 14th of January following. Sir John came before the place,

and having blocked up the port in the night, io that no Oiip

* I take what I have here given the reader from a very accurate and authentic

Writer, who has left us the beft political memoirs of Europe that are extant; I

mean the (leur du Mont in his memoires pour fervir a la hilloirc de la paix dc

Ryfrtrick, tome ii. p. ija, &c.
b Bafnage anniles des provinces iir.ies, tome ii. p. 499. Le Clerc hiftaire des

provinces unies, tomeiii. liv. 15. Neuville hiftoirede Hjllande, tome iv. p. 533.

It is prrpcr to ol^fcrve, that, though the treaty was negociated by Sir William.

Temple, it was not figned by him, but by the followina committee of council,

vit. the lord-keeper Finch, the lord treaiurer Latimtr (afterwards earl of Dan-

by, and duke of Leeds), the duke of Monmouth, the duke of Ormond, the earl

of Arlington, and Secretary Coventry.

« In confequcdce of this, a treaty of commerce was concluded between his

majefty and the ftates general at London, Dec. 1, 1674; by the eighth article <. f

vvhich (in purfuance of former treaties) free ftips were to make free goods,

*hich has made great noife of late. Upon this article two remarks may be made:
ift. That at this time it was in our favour; Co that the king or his minifters

were not over-reached : idly, This claufe extends only fo fuch places as either

party might trade to in time of peace ; but in time of peace the Dutch were not

allowed to trade to the French iflands, and, therefore, by this tisaty they can

claim no fuch liberty in time of war,

could
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could go in or come out, he manned all his boats, and fent them

under the command of lieutenantShovel (afterwards Sir Cloude-

iiey, the famous admiral) into th^ harbour, where he feized the

guardfliip,and afterwards burnt the following veffels, which were

all that lay at that time in the harbour, vrz. the White Eagle

crowned, a fifty gun fliip, the Looking-glafs, which carried

thirty-fix, the Santa Clara of twenty-four, and a French vefi!el

of twenty ; after which, he fafely returned to the fleet without

the lofs of a fingle man. This extraordinary notion ftruck the

Tripolines with amazement, and made them inftantly fue for

peace, which, however, did not immediately take place, becaufe

they abfolutely refufed to make good the loffes fuftained by the

Englifh. Sir John thereupon cannonaded the town, and, find-

ing that inefFe<5lual, landed a body of men about twenty leagues

from thence, and burnt a vafl: magazine of timber, which was to

have ferved for the building of fiiips. When all this failed of

reducing thefe people, Sir John failed to Malta ; and, after re-

maining there for fome time, returned fuddenly upon the ene-

my, and diftreffed them fo much, that they were glad to fub-

mit to a peace on the terms prcfcribed '*.

However, foon after the conclusion of this treaty, fome of

their corfairs, returning into port, not only exprefTed a great

diflike thereto, but actually depofed the Dey for making it

;

and, without any regard thereto, began to take all Engiiili fliips

as before. Sir John remaining (till in the Mediterranean, and

having immediate notice of v/hat pafTed, fuddenly appeared with

eight frigates before Tripoli, and began with fuch violence to

batter the place, that the inhabitants were glad once more to

renew the peace, and deliver up the authors of the late diftur-

bance to condign puniflirnent ^.

In 1679, we had fome differences with the Algerines on ac-

count of their making prize of Engliih iliips, under pretence

that they were not furnilhed with proper pafi'es. Upon this Sir

John Narhorough was fent with a fquadron to demand fatisfac-

tion
J
which he procured, as it muft always be procured, by

d Rennet's complete hirtory of Englaaci, vol. iii. p. 335. Annals of cheuni-

verfe, p. 5^1. ?47- Corps Hnivcrfal diplomatique, tome vH. part i, p. 319.
c C l-.;mi'<i foitxiia, p. tji.

dint
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dint of force. This peace, however, did not laft long ; for, in

a year or two, they committed the like outrages : upon which,

commodore Herbert, afterwards fo well known to the world by

the title of earl of Torrington, went thither with a few fhips,

and compelled them to make fatisfaclion for what had paflei,

and to give the ftrongeft alTurances of their a^ing in another

manner for the future. That expedition, which was performed

in 1682, proved the laft in this reign f.

There is yet one tranfadtion more which calls for our notice,

and that is, the demolition of the ftrong and expeniive fortrefs

of Tangier. "We have already {hewed how that place came

into the hands of the Englifh, and what pains were taken to

preferve it. In the fpace of tvsrenty years it coft the nation an

immenfe fum of money ; and yet many doubted, all things con-

fidered, whether, after all, it was of any real ule to us or not.

When we firft had it, the harbour was very dangerous ; to re-

medy which there was a fine mole run cut at a vaft charge-

Several focieties, or copartnerfhips, which undertook to perfeil

this work, raifed great fums for that purpofe •, and, after waftc-

iug them, mifcarried. At laft, however, all difficulties were in

a manner overcome, and this work finilhed in fuch a manner,

that it might be faid to vie with thofe of the Romans. But the

houfe of commons, in 1680, having exprefled a diflike to the

management of the garrifon kept there, which they fufpe^ted to

be no better than a nurfery for a Popilh army >and difcovering^

withal, no thoughts of providing for it any longer, the king

began, likewife, to entertain thoughts of quitting, deftroying,

and bringing home his forces from thence. He endeavoured to

keep this as fecret as pofllble ; however, the lord Arlington iv=f

faid to have given fome hint of his majefty's intention to the

Portuguefe ambaffador, who exprelTed great, difcontent there-

at, and was very defirous that it fhould be again delivered into

the hands of his mafter.

But king Charles doubting, not without reafon, whether the

king of Portugal would be able to maintain the pofleilion of it

againft the Moors, and forefeeing the terrible confequences of

fuch a port falling into their hands, notwithftanding the offer of

f Annals of the nniverfe, p. 269, 2-S Cclunina roftrata, p. 252. Buiclif-.'"*

naval liiHory, p. 404, 405,

large
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large fum?, perfifled fteadily in bis firft refolution. In i<583,

the lord Dartmouth was conftituted captain-general of his n:ia-

jefly's forces in Africa, and governor of Tangier, and Tent, a$

admiral of an Engliih fleet, to demolifh the works, blow up the

mole, and bring home the garrifon from thence ; all which he

very eflFe£lually perforated : To that the harbour is, at this time,

entirely fpoiled ; and, though now in the hands of the Moors,

is n very inconfiderable place. One circumftance attending its

dennolition deferves to be remarked, becaufe it fhews the temper

and fpiric of the king. He directed a confiderable number of

new-coined crown-pieces to be buried in the ruins, that if

(through the viciffitudes of fortune, to which all fublunary things

are liable) this city Ihould ever be reftored, there might reniain

fome memorial of its having had once the honour of depending

en the crown of Britain. Thus, through difputes between the

king and parliament, whatever party -fufpicions might fuggeft,

the Britilh nation loft a place and port of great importance^.

It is on all hands confelTed, that never any Engliih, perhaps

I might, without diftinclion of countries, fay, any prince, under-

ftood maritime concerns fo well as Charles II. He piqued him-

felf very much on making, as occafion offered, minute inquiries

into whatever regarded naval affairs : heunderftood fliip-building

perfeflly, made draughts of veffels with his own hands ^
; he

was no ilranger to the conveniencies and inconveniencies of every

port in his dominions. He liftened to propolals for making a

yard, dock, and arfenal, at Chriftchurch in Hamplhire'. He
once intended to reflore and improve the haven at Dover ^. He
caufed a furvey of Guernfey to be made ; and had actually the

plan drawn, of a haibour, mole, and citadel, which were to

have been conftrut^ed in that ifland ; arid which would have

E Kfnaet's complete hiProry of England, vol. iii. p. 376, 4^8. Ecliard, p 994,

1040. Burchtt, p. 40J.
h See (he du''<e of Buckingliani(hire's ch lader of

Chjries II- Veiwooii's memoirs, p. 146. Bilhop of Roclicftei's htltury of the

royal focietyj p. 149, 153. i Captain Yarranton's England's iinprov^mer.t,

vol. i. p. 41. If tbe Clarendon intcrefl had continued, this, which was once

(frorgly in contemplation, wouid probably have been carried alio into exrcur oji.

t A di/courfe of fea-ports, principally of the port and haven of Dover J
written

k>y Sir W. Raleigh, and addrtfTed to ijueen Elifabeth. To which is sdded, pro-

pofals and remarks upon t!ic fame fubji.(^^ wriuen I'V ruimn-nd of Charles II.

London, i 730, 4 o.

been.
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been all of infinite ufe and benefit to this nation ' : but he was

fo expenfive in his pleafijres, the jealoufies raifed againft him

were fo ftrong, he was fo much in the hands of favourites and

miftrefles, he was fo frequently and fo egregioufly betrayed by

both, and his finances, through his whole reign, were fo cramp-

ed, and in fuch diforder, that he was not able to accomplifh

any one of thefe great defigns j which, neverthelefs, it is not

improper fhould be here fuccin6lly remembered.

But, in refpeft to the royal navy, which through his whole

reign claimed his pecuUar attention, he was more fortunate.

On his entering into pofTeffion of his kingdoms, it was com-

monly believed, from the fine appearance of the fquadron that

convoyed him from Holland, his marine was in excellent order
5

and, for reafons of ftate, the king himfclf encouraged and con-

firmed that opinion : but the fa6l, notwithftanding this, was

quite otherwife. After the death of Cromwell, the funds for

the fleet were diverted to various other purpofes ; the flores

were in a great meafure exhaufted, in fitting out admiral Mon-
tague's fquadron to the Baltic ; the fmall remains of arms and

ammunition were ilTued, by the rump, for fuppreffing Sir Georg?

Booth J the confufions that enfued, gave opportunities to em-

bezzle what little matter was left, and there remained no autho-

rity to reftrain, much lefs to repair thefe mifchiefs. This acr

counts for the king's finding things, in reference to the fleet and

ordnance, in fo weak and defencelefs a condition ; and explains

likewife his conduct in covering it as carefully as it was pof-

fible,to prevent cither domeftic or foreignenemies (of both which

he had enough) from availing themfelves of this his weak and

diftrefled fituation. It was to conceal this that he demanded

nothing from parliament j but, putting both departments into

the hands of thofe in whom he could entirely confide, fupply-

ing them, from time to time, with fuch fums as he could borrow^

he, with much filence and fecrecy, rectified all things ; fo tliat,

at the opening of the firft Dutch war in his reign, the navy and

ordnance both were in perfect order, and all parts of the fer-

l The reverend Mr. Falle's account of Jerfey in the ipttoduiTtior, from the

iueinoirs of the ficur de Sarearez,

Vol. II. y -. vice
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vice provided for in an ample and regular manner ""•. But though

this was truly the ftate of fliips and flores at his reftoration,

yet, in refpe^t to men, it was far otherwife. The failors were

numerous, brave, and well-difciplined : as to commanders of

every rank, no navy was ever better furnillied, as they had been

picked by the long parliament, trained under Blake, Monk, and

Ayfcue ; inured to hardfliips, fluflied with viftories, covetous oi

honour : the fuperior oflicers were all of diftinguilhed merit,

and abundance of very able men employed therein. It muft

likewife be confefled, to the honour of his government, that he

preferved them in their feveral pofis, without any refpeft to

party : which, without queftion, contributed not a little to the

increafe of our naval power °.

How intent he was, for the firft ten years of his reign, in

promoting whatever had a tendency this way, appears from all

the candid hiftories of thofe times, from the colle£lions of or-

ders, and other public papers i-elating to the dire£licn of the

navy while the duke of York was admiral, publiftied of late

years, and in every body's hands '^

; and, in a ftiort and narrow

compafs, from the fpeech made by the lord-keeper Bridgeman

;

who affirmed, that, from 1660 to 1670, the charge of the navy

had never amounted to lefs than half a million a-year p. But,

after the fccond Dutch war, the king grew more faving in this

"> Continuation of the life of Edward earl of Clarendon, p. i.a.6. where the

reader may meet with an ample, accurate, and authentic account of this matter.

^ Such as Sir Oeorge Ayfcr.e, Sir William Batten, Sir John I.awfon, Sir Richard

Stayner, Sir WiHiaai Penn, and many others. ° The titleof this book is,

iVIemnirs of the iinglifh afoirs, chicuy naval, from the year 1660 to 1673, by his

royai higlintfs James., diske of York, London. 1719, 8vo.

P H.ppy fat;ire ftate of England, by Sir Peter Pett, p. rSj. The defign of

ihi» Ipse.-ti v/as to induce the houfe of ccmmnns to grant a fapply for this parti-

ciilir iVrvir-,* of incrtafing the royal navy; and, after having fhewn the great im-

{jirfanpe oi inch a proceeding, his iordihip goes on thus : " My lords and gen-

" tlenitTi, his majelly is confident, that you will not be contented to fee him
" deprived of all the advantages which he might procure hereby to his king-

" Obm 3, nay, even to all Chriltendom, in the repofe and qniet of it j that you
'• Will not be content aloiie to fee youi: neighbours ftrengthening thcmfelves in

ihippJng fo much more than they were before, and at home to fee the govern-

ment fJniggling every year with diRiculties, and not able to keep up our na-

'* vies equal with theirs. He finds that, by his accoun's from the year 1660 to

*' the late war, the ordinary chRrge of the fleet, communllus ar.nis, came to

" ib'w".:t irco,actl. a vfir; ami it c;u»iot be fuppurtcd with Ic.'s."

article
;
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article; and yet, in 1678, when the nation in general expedled

a war with France, his navy was in excellent order. The judi-

cious Mr. Pepys, fecretary to the admiralty, has left us a parti-

cular account of its ftate in the month of Auguft that year j

which, as it is very ftiort, I think it may not be aihifs to in-

fert if.

ABSTRACT of the FLEET.

Rates.
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having been fo unfortunate to Incur the difpleafure of the houfe

of commons, by whom they were committed ^

This new adminiftration, with refpecl to naval affairs, fubfift-

ed for about five years ; and, if it had continued five years

longer, would, in all probability, have remedied even the nu-

merous and mighty evils it had introduced, by wearing out the

whole royal navy, and fo leaving no room for future miflakes.

It was a jufl fenfe of this that induced the king, in 1684, to re-

fume the management of the fleet into his own hands, to reftorc

again moft of the old officers, and to undertake the bringing

things once more into order : but before any confiderable pro-

grefs could be made in fo great a work, his majefly died, and

left the care of it to his fuccefTor'.

The trade of the nation I have heretofore fhewed to have

been in a very declining iituation at the time of the reftoration;

I have alfo obferved, that it was much helped by feveral treaties

of peace made foon after " ; and though I am far from denying,

that, through the king's too flri£t intercourfe with France, his

running counter, in many refpedls, to the interefts as well as

inclinations of his befl fubje£ls, and that difTolute fpirit of luxu-

ry and corruption, which, if not introduced, was at leafl coun-

tenanced and encouraged by the king's temper and pra£lice,

might hinder our trade from reaching that height which other-

wife it would have done "".

Yet, upon the whole, I am fully perfuaded, that, during his

whole reign, we were very great gainers thereby ; and this, I

think, I can make clearly appear. In the firll place, the former

Dutch war was moft certainly undertaken for the fake of trade

;

nor can it be conceived, that, in the fecond, the Dutch would

have pufiied as they did, from any other motive than an appre-

henfion that, from rivals, we fhould become their fuperiors in

commerce ; to which, from the very genius of their ftate, they

Could not patiently fubmlt. In the next place, let us confider

« The hiflory and proceedings of the hoilfe of commons, printed for Richard

Clutidlcr, vol. i. p. 160. t Memoirs of the royal navy, by Mr. Pcpys,

p. 10. " See p. 78, 8s. w xhc world's miftake in Oliver Crorti-

vvel!, written by Siingfby Bcthe!, Efq; who, in the Utter end of the treatife, does

jiiftice to this king'f adminiOrstion in refped to commerce, C.>ke's dctetflion of

the faiir lafl reigns, p. iv. p. ?,os,

the
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the mighty loITes fuftained in the fpace of fifteen years by the

plague, the fire of London, and the two Dutch wars. They
have been computed, by men much better fliilled in political

arithmetic than I pretend to be, at Utile lefs than twenty-feven

millions'^.

But fuppofing them to have amounted only to twenty millions,

the nation muflj have been reduced to the loweft ebb of poverty

and diftrefs, if (he had not been relieved by the vaft profits of

her foreign trade. This it was that repaired the lofs of our

people in a furprifing manner, raifed the city of London, like a

phoenix, brighter and more beautiful for having been in flames,

and increafed our fhipping to double what it was at the time of

the king's coming in. Thefe are fa6ts agreed on by the greateit

men that ever handled fubjetls of this nature, grounded on fuch

evidence as could not deceive them, and jufl:ified by efFe£ts which

even pofterity may contemplate, and from thence difcern the

wifdom and truth of their computations y.

The Eaft India Company were exceedingly favoured and pro-

te£led, efpecially in the beginning of this reign ; the African

company was in the zenith of its glory, and brought in van:

profits to the proprietors and the nation ^. Many of our planta-

tions were fettled by his majefly's favour; fuch as Pennfylvania,

Carolina, ^c. * Others were reftored to this nation by his

arms ; fuch as New York, and the Jerfeys ^ ; and all had fuch

encouragement, that they made quite another figure than in for-

mer times, as we may guefs from what a modern writer (no way

partial to this prince) fays of Barbadoes; that, during his reign,

it maintained four hundred fail of fhips, produced two hundred

thoufand pounds a-year clear profit to this nation, and maintain-

ed one hundred thoufand people there and here '^.

^ By Sir William Petty in his political arithmetic, who without queftion lin-

derftoocl the grounds of that art as well as ever any man did. Dr. Davenant alio

was of the fame mind, and fays exprefsly, that thefe lofles might be compi-.ted

at between twenty-four and twenty-feven millions. Difeourfes on the public re-

venue and trade of England, vol, ii. p. 44. V See Pctt's happy future flatc

of England, Sir Wiliiam Petty's political arithmetic, and hi» erfays. Dr. Dave-

nant'i book before cited, and his elTay upon the probable methods of makjn»

people gainers in the balance of trade. ^ See a general treatife of naval

trade and commerce, vol. ii. chap. 5. * Curfon's compendium of the laws

and government of England, p. jiz. b See the Briiiih empire in America,

under ihofc titks. t l\i\^, n, iC6, kJ;.

Thefe
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Thefe are high calculations; but I believe the perfon who
made them is able to juflify them, and therefore I make no quef-

tion that Sir William Petty was in the right, when he calculated

our exports at ten millions per annum '^. This agrees very well

with the flate of our cuftoms, which fell then little fliort of ^

million, though in 1660 they were farmed for four hundred

thoufand pounds, as they were once let by queen Elifabeth 3t

thirty-fix thoufand. Dr. Davenant, an excellent judge in thefe

matters, having duly weighed all the calculations I have men-

tioned, and compared them with all the lights he had received

from long experience, pronounces the balance of trade to have

been in our favour, in this reign, two millions a-year; and lefs,

I think, it could not well be^. The bounds prefcribed to this

work will not allow me to f^w more on this fubje61:, and I muft

have violated the 4uty I owe to truth and my country, if I had

faid Icfs.

We are now to fpeak particularly of the moft remarkable

among thofe illuflrious perfons, whole gallant aiSiions at fea have

been already occafionally mentioned in this hiflory ; men, who,

in point of military and civil virtue, have deferved as well of their

country as men could do, and whole fame, therefore, ought to

be tranfmitted to poll:erIty with due refpecl:. Amongft thefe, in

the firft place, let us take notice of him to whofe loyalty we owe

the virtues and fervices of all the refti

MEMOIRS of General GEORGE MONK,
Duke of Albemarle, and Knight of the Garter.

I
F the intrinuc worth of a man's aclions were fufHcient to fe-

cure the applaufe of fucceeding times, there would be little

occafion to enter minutely into the memoirs of this great foldier

and feaman ; and, on the other hand, if there be any thing lau-

dable in removing thofe fnades which the envious are ahvays la-

bouring to throw over the reputation of the worthy, then cer-

tainly no man's life would claina greater attention than his of

d Political arithmetic, p. 144. ^ Difcourfej on the public revenues and

trade of En^lai'd, vol. ;•. p. 47.

whom
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whom I am fpeaking, the merit of whofe fervices fcarce raifed

him more friends, than the glory of them excited detractors.

He was by birth a gentleman, defcended on the father's fide

from an ancient and honourable family, fettled from the time of

Henry III. at Potheridge in Devonfhire ; and, by the female line,

fprung from the victorious Edward IV. f He was the fecond fon

of Sir Thomas Monk, a man whofe qualities and virtues delerved

j» better fortune ; for time, in doing honour to his family, had

almoft worn out his eftate. His fon George was born on the

0th ofDecember, 160S ; and his father, having not much wealth

to give, intended him from his childhood for the fword, and

therefore beftowed on him fuch an education as was requifite to

qualify him for the profefTion of arms, for which he gave a proof

«f his capacity when he was fcarce able to wield them s.

In the iirfl year of the reign of king Charles I. his majefly,

who had then in view a war vvith Spain, came down to Ply-

mouth, in order to infpe£t the naval preparations that were

making there. Sir Thomas Monk had a mind to. pay his duty to

his prince, though his debts (derived rather from his anceliors

extravagance than his own) made him fomevv^hat afraid of the

law. To remedy this evil, he fent his fon George to the under-

fheriff of Devonflaire with a coniiderable prefent, defiring that,

on fo extraordinary an occafion, he might be fafe from any in-

fult while he attended the king. The (herifF took the prefent,

^nd granted his requefl, but, foon after receiving a larger from

f The firft notice that I belieye the world ever had of this matter, was from

a pamphlet, printed in 1659, intitled, " The pedigree and defcent of his excel-

' Jency general Monk, fetting forth how he is defcended from King Edward III.

V by a branch and liip of the white rofc, the houie of York, and iikewife his ex»

" tradlion from Richard king qf the Romans." This was publlfhed with a view,

1 fuppofe, to counttiiancc a delign feme people had entertained of inclining the

general to affume the crown hiinfelf, inftead of reftering the king. The fa£l,

however, is true as to his dercent, which may be feen %a Dugdak and other au-

thors. But this defcent could not pollibly give him any title to the crown, fince

the lady Frances Plantagcnet was firft married into the family of Baffct, and had

jlTue of that marriage ; and, which is llill more to the purpofe, her father Arthur,

vifcount L'Ifl'.', was only natural fon to Edward IV. We cannot wonder, there-

fore, that fo thinking a man as general IV'onk defpii'ed fuch a pitiful ftrain of

battery on a circnmftance otherwife very honourable to his family.

.6 Thefe particulars are taken from the life of general Monk, written by Dr
Gurnble, his life by Dr. Skirnor,^ ar.d nhit is faiJ. of Llm la iPriaci's worthies of

Devon.

one
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one of his creditors, took him in execution in the face of the

county. George Monk, whofe youth led him to think this a

ftrange a<Stion, went to Exeter, and after expoftulating with the

pettifogger, who was altogether infenfible as to reproaches, took

his leave of him in a more intelligible language, and caned him

fo heartily, that he left him in no condition of following him.

This adventure fent him on board the fleet, which, under the

command of lord Wimbleton, fliortly after failed for Cadiz,

when he was in the feventeenth year of his age : and thus he

began, as he ended, his fervice to his country at fea*.

In this voyage he ferved as a volunteer under his near relation.

Sir Richard Greenvile: the next year we find him with a pair

of colours, under the brave Sir John Burroughs, in the unfor-

tunate expedition to the ifle of Rhe. Such unlucky beginnings

would certainly have daunted a lefs refolute mind than that of

Mr. Monk, who was diftinguiflied, in his youth, by a fteadinefs

of temper which he maintained to his dying hour, and which

was equally incapable of being heated by paffion, or chilled by

fear.

In 1628, being then completely of age, he went over to Hol-

land, and ferved in the regiment of the earl of Oxford, and

afterwards in that of the lord Goring, who gave him the com-

mand of his own company, before he was thirty years of age.

In this fervice, Mr. Monk was prefent in feveral fieges and bat-

tles, and purfuing fteadily the ftudy of his profefiion, became a

complete mafter therein. In the laft year of his ftay in Holland,

his winter-quarters were afligned him in Dort, where the magi-

ftrates punifhing fome of his foldiers, for matters rather proper

for the infpedlion of a court-martial, captain Monk expoftulated

the matter fo warmly, that the point came to be decided by the

prince of Orange, who, though he in a hl^ cafe had given

judgment in favour of Sir Richard Cave, (and thereby mifled

the captain), now, to gratify the people, gave it for the burgh-

ers 5 which fo difgufted Monk, who under a calm behaviour

concealed a very high fpirit, that he foon after threw up his

commiffion, and never faw the Dutch more as a friend'.

On

t> Skinner's life of general Monk, p. ix, i Gumhk's kife of general

Monk, p. 4. Jtinrnal ot th<" txpediciun to the ifle of Rhe, in lord Lanfdown's

worics,
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bn his return home, he found his coyntry in great corifuGon,

a war newly broke out with the rebelhous Scots, and an army

raifing to chaftile them, in which he ferved as a lieutenant-co-

lonel, under the earl of Newport j and, if his advice had been

taken, things had not ended as they did''. "When the war bla=.

zed out in Ireland, in 1641, he, through the favour of his cou-

fin, the earl of Leicefter, then lord- lieutenant j was appointed

to command his own regiment ; in which pofl: he did great fer-

vice, and might have been governor of Dublin, but for the jea-

loufy of the earl of Ormonde '.

In 1643, he returned into England to ferve his majefty, to

whom he was introduced at Oxford, arid honoured with a con-

ference which lafted fome time, and which fatisfied the king

how ill he had been ufed by his minifters, whoj upoii fome dirty

intelhgence from Dublin, prevailed upon his majefty to take

away his regiment, and give it to major Warren j a man of fo

much honour, that they found no fmall difficulty in prevailing

on him to accept it. To make colonel Monk fome amends, the

king conftituted him a major-general of the Irifh brigade, and

then fent him to his command j which he had not enjoyed long,

before he, with many other officers, were furprized by Sir Tho-

mas Fairfax, aiid fent prifoners to Hull ; from whence, by fpe-

cial direction of the parliament, he was transferred to the Tower

of London, where he remained feveral years a prifoner, in cir-

cumftances narrow enough j though his brother, who was a

works, vol. iii. p. 1J3. in which is the following padage : " July 28. The day
" following Mr. Monk came frem England chrough the main, (pafllng the army
" which lay before Rochelle with great hazard of his life), and brought amellagft

" by word of mouth, from the king to my lord duke, with intelligence of thirtf

" or forty fail of fiiips, with three or four thoufaud men, preparing in France."

Skinner's continuation of Bates, p- iot. Lord Clarendon's hiitory of the rebel-

lion, vol. vi. p. 699. k Skinnet's life of Monk, p. 18. where he afTerts^

that lieutenant Monk was one of the few officers who feconded the earl of Straf-

ford in his defire of fighting the Scots, infiead of treating with them, which at

ail events tnufl have feived the king's pnrpofe : but his tenderacfs for his conn*

trymen ruined him, and, by bearing fo much from rebels ii^'one kingdom, he

invited a rebellion in another. ^ Skinner's life of general Monk, p. 21.

Ludlow tells us in his memoirf, p. 77, that, when Ormonde fent him over, he

ordered him to be confined in the fiiip, bccaufc he had made a fcruple of ferving

againit the parliament with forces raiCcd by their authority. This ftiews, that

general Monk was not ("lich a foldier of fortune as Burnet and i^ime other writers

would make himj bat that he had always a great refpeil to principle.

Vol. It. Z royalift.
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royalili:, and confequently the lefs able, did what he could for

binij and his generous mafter fent him from Oxford one hun-

dred pounds ill gold j which was a large fum out of fo low an

exchequer™.

In 1646-7, when the fury of the civil war was over, by the

total ruin of the king's affairs, colonel Monk accepted a coni-

miffion under his relation the lord L'Ifle, whom the parhament

had appointed ro the government of Ireland. "When, in confe-

quence of this, he obtained his liberty, he went, before he left

the Tower, to pay his refpedls to the venerable doctor Matthew

Wren, lord bifliop of Ely; 'and, having received his bleffing,

the colonel took his leave in thefe words : " My lord, I am
" now going to ferve the king, the beft I may, againft his

*^ bloody rebeis in Ireland ; and I hope I fliall one day Ijve to

*' do further fervice to the royal cauie in England"." At this

time, however, he was not very fortunate; for, after a fhort

flay in that kingdom, he returned with lord L'Ifle, whofe diffe-

rence with the marquis of Ormonde hindered either of them

from ferving their country effectually: but colonel Monk did

not long remain idle in England ; for the parliament knew his

abilities too well, and had too quick a fenfe of the flate of Irifli

affairs, not to employ him in the only fervice to which he was

inclined : and thus he returned a third time into Ireland, with

the title of commander in chief of the Englifh forces in the

north"; where, in conjundlion with colonel Jones and Sir

Charles Coote, he took Athboy, Portlefler, Ballyfannon, Nab-

ber, and Ballyho. Afterwards, with the affiftance of Sir Price

Coghrun, and lieutenant-colonel Cunningham, he furprifed Car-

'" Skinner's life of Monk, p. zj. See alfo the preface by Dr. Wcbfler, where

vticre is a letter from Mr, Mor^k to his elder brother, dated from the Tower,

Nov. 6, 1644:, acknowledging the receipt of 50 I. and defiring the like Aim.

» Skinner's life of Monk, p. 18. Parentai,»A, or memoirs of the family of

f.lie Wrens, viz. of Mattnew birtiop of Ely, Chriftopher dean of Windfor, bnc

chiefly of Sir Chriftopher Wren, late furveyor-gcneral of the royal buildings,

iirc. compiled by his fon Chrjflcpher, and pui)lifhed l^y his grandfon Stephen

"Wren, Efq; fol. London, r7jo, p. ay. where this remarkalele incident is re-

lated at, large. See alfo Coke's detecftion, vol. ij:. p. 48, who fays he had it from
tliat reverend prelate's own mouth. » Heath's chronicle, p. 113, Whit-
iocke's memorials, p. 127. GuniLk's life of Monk, p. »;. Clarendon's hiltory

\)t the 1 cbtllion, vol. v, p. 3 rp.

rickfergus.
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rkkfergus, the head of the Scots quarters in that kingdom, and

in it major-general Monroe and his troops, who was drawing

them out, with an intention to join the forces of his nephew^

Sir George Monroe, in Scotland p. This a£lion and fuccefs,

fays Whitlocke '', was one of the firft that brought colonel

Monk into extraordinary favour with the parliament, who began

to have more confidence in him than they had formerly, fmce

his revolt to them. A letter of thanks was fent to Monk, his

oflicerp, and foldiers ; he was likewife appointed governor of

Carrickfergus, and five hundred pounds were ordered him, ^s

a reward for his good fervices. As to major-general Monroe,

he was conducted to England, where, upon his arrival, he was

committed to the Fleet; the officer, major Brough, who had

the care of him, receiving two hundred pounds, by command
of the parliament, for his attention in that particular.

As for our colonel, he purfu.ed the path he was in with pa-

tience^ and though it was a very difficult thing to manage fuch

a divided authority, yet the prudence of Monk enabled him to

furmount this difficulty, and many others, fome of which were

yet greater. He Avas forced to make war without money, which

he did fo efFe£lually, as to reduce Owen Roe O Neile to the

utmoft diftrefs, by carrying off provifions where that was prac-

ticable, and burning them where it was not. Yet, in thefpring

of the year 1649, colonel Monk found himfelf in fo weak a,

condition, by the defertion brought on his army through the

deteflation the foldiers had of the king's murder, that he was

conftrained to enter into a treaty with this Owen Roe O Neile;

which certainly faved the few troops he had under his coni-

fnand, and thereby preferved the parliament's interefb in that

country^ However, it gave fuch offence, that, on his return,

he was fubje6ted to a fi:ri£l inquiry by the houfe of commons j

who, after a very full hearing of the matter, came to a refolu-

P Whitl^cke's memorials, p. i-js, 339. Cox's hlftory of Irelant!, p. ip5, 20;?.

Ciimble's life of Monk, p. 17. *J Memorials, p, 339. 341. See alfii

dice's collection of original letters and papers refpefting the afTiirs of England,

Irom the papers of the Ormonde family, London, 1739, 8vo. 2 vols. vol. i. p. 172,
f Clarendon's hirtory of the rebellion, vol. v. p. 359. "Whitlockt's memoiials, p,

391. Heath's chronicle, p. 238, 239. Davies's hiflory of the civil wars of

Great Britain and Ireland, ch. xc. The moderate inrelligencer, N". m.
Z 2 tlon
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tion agalnft the treaty, but in juftification of Monk's intention

therein, which, though but a partial cenfure, (bnie think the

general never forgot '.

I muft own, this appears to rne one of the darkeft parts of his

hiftory ; but what I find mofi: probable is, that the parliament's

refolution was intended purely to wipe off the odium of having

treated with an Irifh Papii>, and that colonel Monk did nothing

therein but under direction : and this, I think, fufficiently ap-

pears from the parliament's having carried on a private treaty

with an agent of O Neile at London', and from the fi:yle of

their refolution, in which, though they declare the fa£l to, be

criminal, yet they admit the man to be innocent j which I con-

ceive he could not well be, unlefs he had known their inten-

tions ".

Ohyer Cromwell was now intrufted with the fole dircdtion of

the Irifli war, and Monk was out of all employment ; which

jnight have flraitened him in his private fortune, if his elder bro-

ther had not died without ifTue-male, by which he inherited the

eftate of the family. About this time alfo he declared his mar-

riage, or perhaps fomewhat later ; for it feems he did not care

the world fhould know he had a wife, till he was in poffeffion

of a competent fortune to maintain her^. His repofe was of

no long continuance •, for, in the year 1650, Cromwell, when he

was about to march into Scotland againfi: the king, engaged

him to accept of a new commiffion.

JSkinner and fome other writers talk, upon this occafion, of a

fecret fate \yhich over-ruled him in this a(f\ion^j nay, fome of

» Whiilocke's memorials, p. 419. Moderate inteUigencer, from Tune 7 to 14,

1649, N^. 211. Hiftoiy of Independency, p. ii. p. ii6. Cox'shiftory of Ireland,

p. S» ' Ludlow's menioiis, vol. i. p. 254, 195.

u The refulution is in thefe vyords ; " That this houfe doth utterly difapprove

V of the proceedings of colonel Monk in the treaty and ceflation made betweeu

«« him and Owen Roe O Neiie ; and that this houfe doth detell the thoughts of

V cloGng with any party of Popilli rebels there, who have had their hands ia

V ftedding Englifh blood. Neverthelefs, the houfe being fatisfied, that what the

V fald colonel Monk did therein was, in his apprehenfion, neceflary for the pre-

V fcrvation of th? parliament of England's interefl ; that the houfe is content the

" farthev confideration tliereof, as to him, l)e laid afide, and (bail not at any time

" hereafter be called in queflion."

^ Skinner's lile of general Monk, p. 33. Lives EngliHi and foreign. Thur-

!nf.''. papers, vol. 5. p. 4','o. ^ Life of gf^ncra! Monk, p. 3^.

them
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them would infinuate, that it was purely to revenge tlie treafon

of the Scots againft king Charles I. that he took arms againft

them now, when they were fighting to reftore king Charles Mj
But I muft freely own, that it appears to me the higheft impiety

to charge upon the providence of God what would be thought

"S^'eaknefs in man, as, on the other hand, I fee no reafon why
we fhould facrifice truth to our zeal for any perfon, or any caufe.

I revere Monk as much as any man, and yet I muft fpeak it as

my opinion, that he deferted his principles upon this occafion,

that he might gratify his ambition. Cromwell was fo fenfible of

his merit, that he took a very unufual way to provide him with,

a regiment, by drawing fix companies out of Sir Arthur Hafle-

rig's, and fix out of colonel Fenwick's ; and, to fecure him ftill

farther, he made him lieutenant-general of the ordnance ; and

thus he was again embarked with the parliament through the

interefl of their general ^.

In this expedition Cromwell, though he was a very knowing

and great officer, certainly run into a dangerous error, which he

difcovered fomewhat of the latefi:, and then began to retreat to-

wards Dunbar, the Scots preffing hard upon his rear. Finding

himfelf diflreffed, he called a council of war, in which opinions

were divided, till general Monk delivered his in thefe words:

<* Sir, the Scots have numbers and the hills •, thofe are their

^* advantages : we have difcipline and defpair, two things that

** will make foldiers fight ; and thcfe are ours. My advice,

^* therefore, is, to attack them immediately ; which if you fol-

" low, I am ready to command the van." His propofal being

accepted, he began the attack, and, as Ludlow acknowledges,

was the fole inflrument of that viftoi-y which gained Cromwell

£0 great reputation ^.

The following fumn^er he fpent in reducing the bed part of

Scotland, and particularly the town of Dundee, which made a

good defence ; he took it, notwithfiianding, by ftorm, put fix

hundred of the garrifon to the fword, and committed other afts

of feverity, which, however neceflTary they might be to his pri-

vate intereft, were certainly detrimental enough to his public

y Gumblc's life of general Monk, p. 34, 3^. z Heath's chroniclf,

p. 274. Ludlow's memoirs, vol, i. p. 327. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 465.
» Skinner'* life of Monk, p. 38. Lu^ilow's memoi's, vol. i. p, 328.

charai^gr,
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chara<n:er, the thing itfelf rendering him terrible to the rovallC-s
j

and the manner of it gave diftarte to general Ludlow, and all the

fober men of that party ''. The fatigue of fo much bufinefs, and

perhaps fome extraordinar)'- agitations of mind, threw him into

a dangerous fit of ficknefs : upon this he applied for leave to re-

turn into England ; which having obtained, he went to Bath,

recovered his health, and, coming to London, found himfelf

Tjamed a commifTioner for bringing about an union between

Scotland and England, in which, without doubt, he was pro-

perly employed, iince few people at that time knew the interefl

of both nations better than he did'^.

The Dutch v/ar gave a new occafion for removing general

Monk from his command in Scotland, to employ him on board

the fleet. The death of colonel Popham made way for this : it

was neceflary to fupp'y his lofs, by fending an experienced oiTi-

cer in his ftead, and this induced the parliament to call: their

eyes upon Monk. He was now near forty- five years of age,

which feemed a little of the lateft to bring a man into a new

fcene of life ; yet it mufl: be remembered, that he was bred in

a maritime county, and had ferved at Tea in his youth ; fo that

the preferment was not abfoluteiy out of his way; or, if it was,

he foon made it appear, that he could eauly accommodate him-

felf to any fervice that might be beneficial to his country.

"We find him with the fleet in May 1653, and on the fecond of

June he engaged that of the Dutch, being on board the Refo-

iution with admiral Deane, who, in the beginning of the aiStion,

was killed by a chain-ftiot, a new invention generally afcribed to

de Witte'^. iNlonk with great prefence of mind threw his cloak

b Skinner's life of genera! Monk, p. 40. where he flips over (he matter with-

out any particular notice. Lives Enuliih and foreign, p. 137- where it is ex«

prefsly faid, that he put the governor Robert Lumfdale, and eight hundred ..f

his garrifon, to the Tword. Sir Philip Warwick in his memoirs, p. ^61. fivs,

the governor was barharoufly (hot, afier quarter tjiven, by a fanatic officer. Ge-

neral Ludlow in his memoirs vol. i. p. 366. affirms quite the contrary, viz. that

he ftormed Dundee, and, being entered, put five or fix hundred to the fword,

and commarided the governor, with divers others, to be killed in cold blood.

Unjuftifiabl; feverity to men engaged upon principle! c Qnmble's and

Skinner's life of Monk, d Skinner's life of Monk, p. 4?. Whitlocke's

memorials, p. 557. Lives Engiifh and foreign, p. 139. Mercurius policicus,

N°. 158. p. 1515.

over
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over the body, and having fetched two or three turns, and en-

couraged the men to do their duty, ordered it to be removed

into his cabin. The difpute continued two days, and ended at

lafl: in a complete vi£lory gained by the Enghfh. The Dutch,

it is true, denied this, and the ftates went fo far as to fend a

letter to their foreign minifters, diredling them to alTert, that it

was but a drawn battle ^
: yet Van Tromp in his letter acknow-

ledges the contrary, and lays the blame on the want of ammu-

nition, and the bafe behaviour of many of his captains f. This

is certain, that Monk: difcovered, upon this occafion, fuch a

fpirit of pufhing things to the utmoft, as gave him great repu-

tation.

He foon increafed this, by engaging the Dutch again on the

29th of July, where he likewife fought two days, and gained a

fecond complete victory, as we have elfewhere (hewn^, and

fliall therefore infift only on a few particulars relating to his per-

fonal condu(5t in this place. The Dutch fleet was far fuperior

to his, and yet he not only attacked them, but engaged with

tKirty fail of light frigates, while the reft of the fleet were a-

llern, and could not get up. The 30th proved a foul day, and

fo prevented any further fighting ; on the 31ft the Dutch had a

fupply of twenty-five large fliips, which did not hinder Monk
(who now commanded in chief) from attacking them, though

he knew they had another great advantage, viz. a number of

lire-fhips, whereas he had none: nay, as if he had been fecure

of vidory, he gave orders that no fliip fhould be taken, or

quarter given ; for he faw that fending offfhips to convoy them

weakened his own fleet, and thereby lefTened the effedls of their

vidtories^ His judgment appeared to be right, from the con-

fequence of this battle, in which the lofs of the Dutch, efpcci-

ally that of their gallant admiral Van Tromp, was lo great, that

it would not admit of any difguifej but the ftates were forced

* The reader may find this letter in Thuiloe's papers, vol. i. p. 17-, f This
letter is alfo printed in the fame colJcdion, vol. i. p. 170, g Sec p. ^;.
1» Bafnage annaki des provinces ur.ies, vol. i. p. 140. Ilc^h's thVuricie,

p. •A>f.

to
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to fend thsir mlnifters hither, to conclude a peace upon any

terms that could be got <.

After this, he was fent upon the coafl of Holland, to deftroy

all the pretences of the Dutch, in cafe they had let up any, and

to make their people fenfible that they were thoroughly beaten.

On his return to London, he found the little parliament lltting,

by the authority of general Cromwell, which aliembly treated

Monk, however, fo kindly, that the general began to be jealous

of him, till, upon repeated converfations, he was thoroughly

perfuaded that Monk thought them, what he was willing every

body Ihould think them, a crew of ignorant enthufiails j and

then he became perfectly eafy, and took Monk into his favour j

•who, notwithftanding all this kindnefs, declared himfelf againft

the peace intended with the Dutch ; which Cromwell, never-

thelefs, made, having, in order to that, taken upon him the title

of Proteclor.

To this great change the ftates contributed not a little by their

ambaffadors, who reprefented to general Cromwell, that the

parliament he had been pleafed to call were a fet of men fitter for

Bedlam than the government of a ftate, with v.hom it was im-

poffible to treat or conclude any thing ; but that, if he would

afiume the government, they would fubmit to any terms he

fliould think reafonable i^. ^Vhen he was once iixed in his pro-

tec^torate, and felt the weight of governing three kingdoms, he

began to think of eaiing himfelf, by fending proper oflicers into

two of them : and, in this partition, Scotland fell to the fhare

of general Monk. It was in the fpring of the year 1654, that

Cromwell took this refolution, and ISIonk, readily accepting the

commiiTion, went down thither in the month of April the fame

year '.

He found the kingdom in the utiuofl: confufion, the Englifh

army very fmall, antl very ill governed, being under the com-

1 Le Clerc hill. Jes provinces unicy, tome ii. liv. ii. Neuvllle, tome iii. liv. x.

cb. II, IX. Clarendon's hillory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 489. Ludlow's

memoirs, vol. ii. p. 469. ^ Heath's chronicle, p. 349— 35^. Davies's

hillory of the civil wars, ch. 99. Skinner's life of general Monk, p. 51- See

Cromwell's commiiTion to general Monk, dated April i8, 1554, in Thurloe's

ftate papers, \'<<\. v. p. aii. 1 Clarendon's hillory of the rebellion, vol. vi.

p. 494. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. ii. p. 504. Whitlocke's memoiialSj p. 589.

mand
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faaiid of colonel Deane, a timorous man, and one that knew

not how to dire<St any thing in (uch a critical conjuntlure. A
great part of the nobiiity were in arms for the king ; and as to

the reft of the people, they were fplit into innumerable parties,

by quarrels amongft their minifters"'. The general fhewed

himfelf a true fcrvant of Cromwell ; he not only purfu^d the

bufinefs of th« war indefatigably, but, by fetting a price on the

heads of the principal cavaliers, filled their minds with fuch dif-

ta-ufts, that they ever after acted in fuch a manner as (hewed

thev were in cohfufion ". He fettled garrifons and magazines

in the moft diftant parts of the nation, uling fuch feverity to-

wards all who refifted, and fuch lenity to all who fubmitted,

that ina very (liort time he fubdued the whole kingdom.

When the war was once over, he fixed himfelf at the houfe

of the countefs of Buccleugh, at Dalkeith, within four miks of

Edinburgh ; where, while he governed the kingdom more abfo-

lutely than moft of its monarchs had done, he lived with all

the moderation of a private man, and made hufbandry and gar-

dening his fole amufements^. Cromwell fent down a commif-

fion, empowering certain perfons to dire£l civil affairs, under

the title of a Council of State, confifting of the lord Broghilij

who was prefident, colonel Howard, afterwards earl of Car-

Me, colonel William Lockhart, colonel Adrian Scroop, colo-

nel John Wethum, and major-general Difbrow p. The majo-

rity of this council concurred with Monk in every thing 5 fo

that, in the main, the civil as well as military power was in his

hands : and he managed it in fuch a manner, that the people

had not either reafoti or inclination to complain j but, on the

ra Heath's chronicle, p. 360, 361. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 590, 591, 59:,

597, JDavics's hiftory of the civil wars, p. 341, 345.

n See this procLmation, figned G. Monk, and dated at Dalkeith, May 4,

1654. In it he mentions major-general Middleton, the earl of Atho), the earl

•of Seaforth, the lord-vifcount Kenmure, and major-general Dalzicl, for the kil-

ling ef whom', or bringing them in pjifoners lo an Englith gartifon, he otfered

aoo pounds ahead. This proclamation is in the late cglleftion cf Thurlot'i ftaic

papers, vol. ii. p. z6i.

o Skinner's coiitinuiiilion of Rates, p. 103. Gamble's life of general Monk,

p. 85, 87. Ld. Clarendon's hif>. of the rebellion, Vol. vi. p. 505- ^ Heaih's

'chronicle, p. 374. Skinner's life of general Moiik, p. 69. Thuiloe'i flats pam-

pers, val. iii. p. 711, 7x7.

Vql. II. A 3 contrarv.
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contrary, were very thankful and contented. He feems, how-

ever, by his letters, to have been ftrongly and fteadily attached

to Cromwell ; fince we find, that he not only communicated to

him all that he could difcover of the king's intelligence there

with others, but fent him alfo the copy of a letter, written by

king Charles II. to himfelf ; which hitherto has been always

mentioned as a proof of Monk's early afFed^tion for the king's

fervice, on a fuppofition, that, though he did not anfwer, he

concealed it ; which fuppofition is now clearly and abfolutely

overturned '^. Yet all his precaution did not fecure him from

the jealoufy of the proteftor, who was actually contriving how

to remove him, when death put a period to his proje6ls. A lit-

tle before his end, however, he wrote the general a long letter,

concluding with the following poftfcript, which, I conceive, af-

fords us a better picture of Oliver than is any where to be met

with, and, which is no lefs fingular, drawn by his own hand^

P. S.

*' There be that tell me, that there is a certain cunning fel-

<* low in Scotland, called George Monk, who is faid to

*» lie in wait there to introduce Charles Stuart. I pray

'* you ufe your diligence to apprehend him, and fend him up

« tome."

Yetj as a creature of Cromwell's, he was hated by the com-

tnonwealth party, and a confpiracy had been formed againft him

by colonel Overton, in which Sindercome had undertaken to

murder the general, who afterwards made a like attempt upon

Cromwell ; but Monk having difcovered and difappointed the

plot, contented himfelf with fending the authors of it up to

JiOndon*. The principal caufe of the protestor's jealoufy was,

the kindnefs fhewn by the general to the Scots, for finding them

^ This letter of king Charles II. to Monk is dated Colen, Aug. ti, i6ss> ^^i

,v;as commiinicattd to Dr. Peter Barwick by Monk's foHj as a proof of his tather's

early loyalty : but it appears from Thiirioe's papers, that Monk gave an account

ot every thing that paffed in Scotland, and particularly feni htm Up this very let-

ter, with many others.

" Skinner's life of Monk, p. 71. "The mydery and method of his msjefty's

happy rsftoration laid open to public view, Lend. ti58c, 8vo, p. u. s Tbur-
'oc's flate pa^xrs, vol. iv. p. 1 j».

of
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of his own temper, that is to fay, of a civil, though referved

nature, he admitted them freely to his prefence, of what party

foever they were.

Immediately on Oliver's death he proclaimed Richard, from

whom he received a very kind letter, which contained a faft not

likely to be true, viz. that his father had diredled him to be

governed chiefly by Monk's advice ; whereas he was fcarce in

his fenfes, when he appointed him to the fucceflion *. > This,

however, was very well judged in the new protestor, and feem-

ed to befpeak his advice in fuch a manner, as that he could not,

confiftent with the deep regard he profefled for his father, re-

fufe giving it him ; and therefore the general, fome time after,

fent it by his brother-in-law. The paper is yet remaining", and

will convince whoever reads it, that Monk, though a very plain

man, was a very found politician, and, like an honeft and fen-.

fible counfel, gave the clearell and bell opinion, upon his intri-

cate and perplexed cafe, that it would bear. If Richard could

have fupported himfelf at all, it would have rivetted Monk in.

his favour ; who, however, might doubt the pofTibility of that,

when he gave it. He judged rightly, that, if things went well,

it would do him much good ; and, if they went ill, it could do

him no hurt. The further to conciliate Monk's frlendlhip, the

protestor fent down commilTary Clarges, brother to lady Monk,

laden with promifes : which, however, had no effe<^ upon the

wary general, who rtceived his commands refpe£tfuliy, wrote a

civil anfwer toThurloe's fmooth letter, and took all the care he

could to fecure his command in Scotland, till he faw what turn

things in England would take; it having been his opinion, that,

if Oliver had lived much longer, he would have been fhaken in

his feat "'.

The fucceeding troubles in England, therefore, were very far

from furprifing him : on the contrary, they were precifcly what

t Thurloe's ftate papers, vo'. vii. p. jS^, 371. Gamble's life of general Monk,

P- 94. 9S' Skinner's life of M^ink, p- 7 5- " Thurloe's ftate papers.

Vol. vii, p. 387. ^ See the chara£ler of the pr.)te£lor, as drawn by the

noble hidorian in his hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 646. Difcourfe con-

cerning the government of Oliver Cromwell, by Abraham Cowley, in the ad

volume of his works. The world's miftake in Oliv'er Cromwell, by Slinglby

!Bethel, Efq. Gumblc's life of Monk, p. 95. Burnet's hilloiy of his own times,

Util i. p. (58.

A a d he
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|ie looked for and expelled ; and it was very eafy to ioretee^

that, in confequence of them, fome attempts might be made to

reftore the king. It would be befide the defign of this treatife

}

it would require much more room than we have to fpare; and,

after all, it would be in a great meafure needlefs, GonCdering

what has been already written on the fubje£l:, for us to enter

minutely into the intrigues that were ufed, while general Mon^
was in Scotland, to bring him into that intereft^ : we Ihall con-

tent ourfelyes, therefore, with faying, that he a£led in this mat*

ter with the utmofl prudence and circumfpe£Vion ; fo that wha;

the earl of Clarendon and bifhop Burnet have fuggefted, tha;

he was a man of flow parts and {lender abilities, ought to be

confidered rather as the efFecft of their prejudices, than of the

general's conduft ^.

The truth is, they were both out of this fecret ; that Is to fay,

the former had no hand in it, and the latter never fo much as

heard of it ; which was reafon enough for them to write as they

did. The general's council confifted chiefly of ladies. He
correfponded in England with the lady Savile; he managed all

Scotland by the afiiftance of the countefs of Buccleugh, and

confulted much, in regard to his perfonal conduct, with his wife,

a woman of quick parts, and a thorough royalifl. He had, be-

fides, fome confidents, who will appear to pofterity more worthy

of the trull: he repofed in them, for having never boafted of the

iiuftance they gave him, as others did, who afforded him much
.lcl-3. Among the firft, I reckon his wife's brother. Dr. Ciarges,

^ The curious reader may confiilt the life of dean Barwick, wherein he wil^

f.nd the bcii accounts that were ever publiihed of this matter; and yet the earl

of Clarendon fays nothing of the fervices of this Dr. John Barwick, though no

man w'as better acquainted with them than bimfclf; which fnews, that there are

Jomc things in which that hiftory is not altogether to be depended on.

y It is clear from what Lord C;arendon fays, that he was altogether unacqnaint>

cd witii the general's intentions, and couid only collefr his defign from his man-

;»er of a^ing. His rcfervednefs, therefore, to fo haughty a man, might well,

enough induce him to fpeak fo coldly as he does of the general's performances.

Yet h; does not pretend to enter deeply into his charafter, as Burnet does, who
muM know much lefs of it, and that or.ly from converfation in a court where

Monk's patrjotifm, and ftvcrity of morals, had kft him few friends, and created

him ninny enemies.

colonel
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colonel Cloberry, and general Morgan ; amongfl the latter, hi$

chaplains Price and Gumble, with many others ^.

In the management of all great undertakings, the fureft figns

of a true genius is, the difpofilion of its feveral parts. This

fhews the firft mover ; this marks the ruling chara<fler, that fu-

periorLty pf fkili and condu61: which denominates a man truly

wife and great. Let us fee, then, what it was Monk was to

pverthrow, what to eftablifh, and what force he had to do it

with. He was to change 3 fettlement, new indeed in itfelf, but

in appearance fo much the ftronger, having all the authority in

the three kingdoms, a veteran army of upwards of thirty thou-

fand men in England and Ireland, and a vidlorious ileet on its

fide. He was to reftore a loft caufe, in the opinion of its beft

friends; a caufe which be durft not fo much as own; a caufe

againft which himfelf had done much, and the troops he

commanded more ; all which he was to do with a body of be-

tween five and fix thoufand men, which were fo far from being

better troops than thofe they were to oppofe, that, in reality,

they were not their equals. Yet, with the blciVing of God, he

performed what he propofed, he triumphed over all thefe dif-

ficulties, and be did this by a juft dillribution of the feveral

parts of his fcheme, any one pf whi^h, ha4 it been omitted or

mifplaced, had ruined the whole.

He fecured Scotland behijid him, raifed a fufficient fum of

money to put the firft fprings in motion, and excited fuch a

fpirit in his army, as fitted it for the prefent work''. Next, he

took care to ftir the humours in the body-politic, to rouze and

animate all the parties in the nation, that they might move, a£l,

pnd fiiev/ their humours and their ftrength. He fet up Fairfax

againft Lambert, an4 broke his veteran ?.rmy by lliewing them,

z TV.e capital fecret ofthe rcftoration was, the ajetieral's forming the <ie(lgn of

if, which he did hi Scotland, and, by the afliftance of the countefs of Biiccleugh,

drew all the loyal nobility to coiifide in him; a thing of which biihop BurneC

knew nothing, though it was in truth the great ipring of the a.»fiir, and the

cleareft proof, that the general aifteU liocercly and uniformly through the whole

expedition.

' Clarendon's hiftory of the jebellion, vol. vi. p, 701. L'jJ'iw's memo:*;,

Vol. ii. p. 809. Lif*of Dr. Barwick, p. t*?,, at?.

their
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their old general b. He made nfe of honeft Dr. Price to feed the

royalifts with hopes, while his own aftions could give them

none'^. By the talkative Mr. Gumble he wrought upon the

commonwealth's men : by gracious and yet general anfwers he

Icept him felf well with all parties, without declaring for any"*.

He prevailed with the parliament to part with a better army

than his own, merely from the opinion of his being their beft

friend': when he came to London, he fliewed himlelf the very

beft of their fervants, by obfequioufly performing the dirtieft of

their work, and, proving them thereby to be the worft of ma-

ilers, he paved the way for outing them of their authority f.

Thus he went beyond them in their own arts, outftripped them

in cunning, and having the city and the country, as well as the

fleet and the army, on his fide, he gave law to thofe who had

been fo long dictators ^.

By recalling the fecluded members, he of a rump made them

a houfe, and, hy their own confent, fairly diflblved that long

parliament, which might otherwife have been everlafling •».

After doing all this, he did ftill more : he refufed the kingdom>

when it was offered him by the diilradted republicans, to keep

it from its right owner ; and then our old enemies the French

would have lent him their affiftance to have hindered the return

of a monarch, who they forefaw, unlefs they milled him, muft

be the firft in Europe ; and this they did as politicians, though

that monarch was a grandfon of France '. But Monk generoully

defpifed

b Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 411. Skinner's life of general Monk,

p. 139. MS. papers of Sir Philip Monckton in the pofTifTion of his worthy de-

fcendent the right honourable the lord vifcount Galvvay, Parliamentary intel-

ligencer, N°. 6. p. 65, <^ Myftery and method of his majefty's happy re-

fVoration, p. 84. "^ Mr. Gumble had a hundred pounds given him for

bringing Monk's letter from Ncwcaflle, and was recommended alfo by the houfe

of commons to be a fellow of Eaton college. Whitiocke's memorials, p. (Spz,

693. Pliilips's continuation of Baker's chronicle, and other writers. * Skin-

ner's continuation of Ejtet, p. iii. p. z?. Davies's hiflory of the civil wars,

p. 375. f Gumble's life of general Monk, p. 135. Sir Richard Bulftrode's

memoirs, p. 109. Heath's chronicle, p. 437. Mercurius poJiticus, N°. 607.

8 See ihe authors laft cited, as alfo Kennet, Echard, Rapin, and all our hifto-

rians, J» Clarendon's hiflory of the rebelli<>n, vol. vi, p. 720, 711.

Heath's ci-ironicle, p. 438, 439. Public intelligence by order of parliament,

N[°. (ioS, t'>9. A perfect diurnal of every day's proceedings in parliament, N°. i,

2 3. M«r-vrius publi'-iis, 4ro, N^. <5i2.

i Phil;p5'» continuation of Bdker's chronicle, p. ^93. Sir Arthur Hafflrig of.

fcrcC to p»orure -i han'iisd :ho'j..in-i hands to julic.iljc -5 hii ti.lJ, if he wnu'.d

^ aiTjrr.e
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defpifed a diadem to which he had no right, and, with equal

greatnefs of mind, refufed to make any terms with him to whom
it belonged ^. He faw the folly of cobling conflitutions, and

pretending to take power from one fet of men to give it to

another : he chofe therefore, like a wife and honeft man, to fix

things upon their old bottom, and to leave the king's power,

and the people's freedom, to be difcuffed in the only affembly

that could have a right to meddle with them '.

Thus was the reftoration begun, profecuted, and perfedled,

by Monk ; who received, as favours from the king, his titles,

preferments, and fortune ; all which, to be fure, he might have

had in another way. And yet this is the man whom almoft all

our hiftories treat as having only fecond-rate parts, adling as he

was prompted by men of bri&er tempers, and invited by favour-

able occafions ; as a horrid dilTembler, though he refufed to take

the engagement, and was never concerned in the war againft

Charles I. ; as an avaricious all-grafping perfon, though it is

confefTed that he alked nothing from his fovereign, to whom
he gave all ; as a man utterly unfit for bufinefs, who yet had

fhewn himfelf a great captain in Ireland, an excellent governor

in Scotland, and a profound ftatefman in England, not to men-

tion his reputation as an admiral, acquired by humbling Hol-

land ) but it is one thing to merit a character, and another to

purchafe it. The latter was not Monk's talent : he provided for

his relations and friends, but he was no encourager of flatterers ;

and, withal, being a bad courtier, he was feldom called for after

the reftoration, but when he was neceflary j and this happening

alTume the government. Skiiiner's life of Monk, p. 252. Price's hiHory ©f

the reftoration, p. 128. Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 426.

fc Mr. Locke, on the credit of the earl of Shafifbnry, has puMifhed a very

ftrange ftory in relation to the conduft of this great man, as if he had agreed

with the French ambafTador to take npon him the «^overnment ; which ftory it

reported at large by Echard in his hiftory, p. 7j7 But this, as it is incredible

in its nature, fo it is improbable in its circumftances, and fupported by no au-

thority in the world but that of a vain man, who was defirous of taking the me-
rit of the reftoration to himfelf,

1 Tile very enemies of Monk have always allowed him this eminent fervice

of reftoring the king without conditions, to which we owed that ten years calm

fiiccecdm^ the king's return ; whereas, if he had fubmitted to conditions, wc
muft, from the nature of things, have relapfed into confufnti immeJiately.

pretty
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pretty often, kadb us to the reft of his hiftory-, in unicli ^e
fhall ftill find him appear with honour, and perform with fuc-

cefs.

The command of th^e army was continued to the duke of Al-

bemarle, as long as there was, properly fpeaking, an army to

command : he was, likewife, made mnft«" of the horfe, and on«

of the king's bed-chamber ". Bifhop Burnet, as alfo th-e noble

hiftorian, have faid abundance of invidious things of him ; aud

this will make it neceffary to Ihew how falfe they are, and how

iiule credit is due to their infinuaticns againft this great man's

character. The former fays he was ravenous, as well as his

wife, who was a mean contemptible creature, (bad words thefe

in a bilhop's mouth, who at other times could fay foft things of

the ladies) ; and adds, that he foon loft all perfonal regard, by

becoming ufelefs ". When he was created a duke", the king

fettled feven thoufand pounds a-year on him, though one hun-

dred thoufand pounds a-year had been propcfed bctore the re-

floration took place p. When he was called up by writ to the

houfe of lords, he was attended by almoft the whole houfe of

commons to the door : a very unufual mark of refpccl, which

could only be due to extraordinary merit, and muft have flowed

from their fenfe of it ^. Various plots were framed, immediate-

ly after the king's return ; and, in all thefe, the duke of Albe-

marle's life wat; particularly aimed at : this feems to be a ftrong

proof of his confequencej and, if we were to demand another^

we cannot dciire a better than what all the hiftories of thofe

times tell us; viz. that tht^le infurreclions were chiefly fuppref-

fsd by his aclivity, at the head of ius own faithful regiment ^

"> Philipi's conti.'uiitioH of Bjker's chroriije, p. 7ii. Skinner's life of ge-

neral Monk, p. iii. " Burnet's hiftory of his own limts, vol. i. p. 98,

Life ot tl.e catl lit Ciarcrdon, vol. ii. p. 46.

^ His tievation to tiie peerage was 10 acceptab'e to that aunuft body, thut, up-

on notice ''iven <f it to llic l.oufc I>y the lord chancellor, they ordered the lord

"rcdt chamberlain of England, and the iord Berkeley, to wait upon his majcily

ro return him their thanks for the honours he had hecn pleafed to c -nier iipod

the dnkeof Allicmarle. Journal of the houfe of loids.

P Guir.ble's lit; of general Monk, p. 59(5. Price's hiftory of the rei1orati'>n,

p. 9. L<j. Lanfdown's works, Vol. ii. Skinner's life of Monk, p. zii- '' Heath's

chrun. p. 4Sj. Skinner's life of Monk, p. 314. Kennct, Echurd. ' Heath's

chronkl'', p. 471, 4:*;, I'l. Skinner's conrinuarion of Bates, p. 75- Bil^.cp

Parker's hiff. of his own tin-.e, p. 1 1— io. Philips's continiut. of Buktr's chron.

p. 7<4. M£:c;-n'.sr-'iiticos K', ;. l.'-.k of the eatl of Chrendun, vil. ii. p. iji*.

His
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i-Iis fuccefsj in this refpe^l, gave him an opportunity of deferv-

ing as much from the nation by his patriotifm, as ever he did

from the king by his loyalty. It v?as fuggefted in council, that-

thefe tumults (hewed how^ little ufe could be made of trained

bands j and therefore, that it was fit a part of the army fhould

be kept up. The duke faidj " this could not be done without

*' giving the people a jealoufy of the king ; and that the bed

** way to gain their afre<ftions, was to rely upon them'." I

leave the rieader to judge, with what decency this man could be

faid to forfeit all perfonal regard, und to become in a fliort time

ufelefs.

But the bifhop is not conteht with barely chara£l:erifing this

noble perfon ; he charges him with three glaring crimes, which,

as they relate to the moft eminent a(5lions of his lifcj we fhall

briefly confider. The firft is, the murder of the marquis of

Argyle. This nobleman was queftioned, before the parliament

of Scotland, for concurring with the late rebellious powers

:

he pleaded, that he complied with them only, and made a very

ftrong defence ' ; but the bifhop fays, that Monk having feveral

letters of hisj which fully fhewed that his inclinations, as well

as his atSlions, were with the prevailing party, he fent thefe

down, which were read in parliament j and, by this breach of

private friendfliip, he brought the marquis to the block".

Now, to this 1 fay, that the fadt cannot be true, for manj^

reafons. I Ihall mention only a few. i. The marquis, in his

defence, complains, that he was furprifed into being prefent

at Oliver's proclamation, as prote<5lor, by general Monk's fend-

ing for him to the council, without letting hiiti know what wai

to be done. Would he have complained of this, and have paf-

fed by the letters j or would not this complaint have been ridi-

culous, if there had been any fuch letters *.•' 2. The marquis

died with an appeal to God for the fincerity of his defence, and

wrote a letter to the king, affirming the fame things a copy of

which I have feen ^. Would fo wife a man, as the marquis

Certainly

s skinner's life of Monk, p. 32*. ^ The proceedihgs againft him may-

be found in the ad volume of (late trials, p. 417. " Burn;;t's hiftory of

his own times, vul. i. p. 115. ^ State trials, vol. ii, p. 431.

* By the favour of his nephew, the honourable Mr. Archibald Campbell. In

this letter tie marquis infiO:; on his l.tyalty in very high terms; and indeed 'b-r

Vol. LI. B b
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certainly was, have done this, if, as Burnet fays, his own letters

had made the thing fo pfain, that his friends had nothing to fay ?

3. This does not at all agree with Monk's character. He was

an advocate for mercy to the regicides in the houfe of lords ;

he was filent on the bench at the Old- Bailey, when commif-

fioned to try them-, and, which is much more to the purpofe,

he faved Sir Arthur Hafelrig*s life and eftate, (the bittereft per-

fonal enemy he had in the world), by owning a promife to him,

which feme fay he never mad';. This fcems to fliew him of no

betraying fpirit". 4. There was no occafion for Argyle to

vvrite any fuch letters, for Monk never was in England after

Oliver became protedlor: and it is hard to underftand, why the

marquis fliould apply to him in Scotland, when he could fo ea-

fily have an audience of Cromwell in London, where he often

was ^. 5. The thing is now out of all doubt j for, by the pub*

lication of Thurloe's papers, it appears that Monk never confi-

dered the marquis in this light, but always repreiented him as

a fecret friend to the king, and an active enemy to the pro-

testor's government ^.

The fecond imputation on the duke of Albemarle's condudl

is, his recommending the match with Portugal ^. It is admit-

ted, that this propofition might pofiibly be made by the Portu-

guefs- ambafTador to the duke of Albemarle, before the king's

actual return to his dominions, and that he propofed it to his

rnajefty as a meafure proper for extending the trade, and in-

creafing the influence of his fubjeSls abroad. It is likewife true,

is J 11 the reafon in the world to believe he never meant any thing more, in his

proceedings in Scotland, than to rellrain the power of the crown within due

bounds.

y Skinner's life of Monk, p. grp, 510. z Ibid. ch. 7.

» See the correfpondcnccs of Argyle and Monk in the iiid, iv:h, and vth vo-

lumes of Thurloe's ftate papers; and thence it will piaJDlv app;ar, that there was

no harmony beWl'een them, and conftqnently no ground to fuppofe, that the

ruarqiiis would lay himftlf open to him by his Icttersi

b Burnet's hiflory of His own times, vol. i. p. id5. Coke's dere(fHon of the

four iaft reign<, book iv. ch. i. p. S. Echard's hilK of England, from a MS. of

Sir Robert Southwell, p. 800. The piints infilled on are, i. That the firfl mo-

ti>n came from generjl Monk, who conflantly promoted this marriage 5 z. That

the chancellor had inconteftible initlligence of the infanta's incapacity of having

children ; 3. That upon this he warmly and palTionately oppofed it in a cabinet

c<i'ancil, which he prcvuikd on the king to call upon this fubjtO.

that
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tlnat his grace thought the acquifition of Tangier a very confi-

derable tiling; which will be the lefs wondered at, if we confider

that, in Cromwell's time, there was a projed of getting it into

our pofleffion. If, therefore, the duke of Albemarle was for

this match from right motives, and with a view to the interetl

of his king and country, as it is plain he was, it is very hard to

arraign his behaviour upon confequences, which, it is <:ertain,

he could not forefee, and very probably had never coniidered.

Befides, another queen might have been childlefs as well as

Catherine, and have brought the nation no advantage at all^

whereas it is certain, that our clofe conjunction with Portugal

has been very beneficial to us as a trading people, and that our

acquifitions of Bombay and Tangier became ufelefs, or at leaft

inconfiderable, entirely through our own fault, from the perpe-

tual ftruggle of fa6lions amongfl: us, which have been always

Our greateft misfortune; and therefore, to attribute thefe to

the condufl of Monk, or to condemn him for adviling a treaty

of marriage, which was thoroughly canvaiTed in, and approved

by the parliament, is as unreafonabie as it is unjufl".

Thus the thing flood in the fh-ft edition of this work ; but

we are now in a condition to clear up all difficulties, from the

authority of the noble perfon, in the needlefs juftification of

whofe character that of the duke of Albemarle has been unjuft-

ly afperfed*^. We are afflired by him, that the firfl overture,

in relation to the infanta of Portugal,, was made to his majefty

by the lord chamberlain, that is, the earl of Manchefter ; and,

it feems, from the beginning was well received. The king next

confulted with the chancellor himfelf, and afterwards with a

private committee, of which the duke of Albemarle was no

member^. There that bufmefs came to fuch maturity, that the

Conde de Mello, the Porluguefe minifler, was fent home, in

c This matter wa* warmly, and, as moft people thought, fuUy difcufTid in

three quarto pamphlets by the ingenious lord Lanfdown, the indefatigable Mr.

•Oldmixnn, and the learned Dr. Colebatch of Trinity college in Cambridge, all

of which 1 perufcd attentively, that 1 might do no injuliice to any.

d Earl of Clarendon's life, p. 78. of the folio edition.

^ This committee was compofed of the chancellor, the dnkc of Ormond, the

earl of Mancheder, and fccretary Nichoiis; and therein his Majeflv declared, he

had confulted the eail of Sandwich, and Sir John LawfoR; as to the pruation and

iiTi.portance of Tangier.

B b 2 orJer
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order to bring with him thofe fecuritles and aflTurances that were

necefiary to the conclufion of the treaty. It was during his ab-

fence that an oppofition was fet on foot by baron Batteville, or,

as his countrymen the Flemings call him, baron Watteville,

the Spanifn minifter, and his friend the earl of Briftol, who
prevailed upon the king to give him a commiiTion to go in fearch

of a princefs worthy the king's bed, to fome of the courts of

Italy f. Upon the return of the Portuguefe minifter, with the

title of marquis de Sande, the negociation was renewed ; and

the Spanifli minifter, who had been imprudent enough to pub-

lifli afperfions on the infanta of Portugal, in the Englifla lan-

guage, and even to throw them out qf his window amongft the

guards, was ordered to quit the kingdom s. The matter was

then laid befo'-e the whole privy-council, where, without doubt,

the duke of Albemarle was prefent •, and then it was unani-

moufly approved. This unanimity fo much pleafed the king,

that he took notice of it as a good omen, in his fpeech from

the throne, at the opening of the next fefllons of parliament,

and was congratulated upon it by both houfes ^. Hence it is

evident, that the duke of Albemarle had no particular concerri

in this bufinefs ; that the chancellor was very early confulted
j

that he confidered the infinuation to the prejudice of the infanta

as an invention of the Spanifh minifter', and was fo far fron:^

protefting againft this marriage, that he promoted it ; and,

whatever calumny might afterwards fuggeft, promoted it, no

doubt, from very juft and laudable motives ".

f The count d'E(hades, though fo well acquainted wit^ the intrigues of this

court, thought the earl of Briftol wa? ftnt on this idle errand by the chancellor,

ju order to get him out of his way ; but the fad was quite otherwire.

8 The indifcreet cohdufl of this minifter was the f^urceof the grcateft difgrace,

and fome of the Vieavieft misfortunes, the court of Spain ever received. So true

it is, that the honour always, and often the fafety, of every ftate, is intrufted to

every ambafTador fhe fends.

-^ Baker's chronicle, p. 745. This fpeech was made May 8, 1661,

i Earl of Clarendon's life, p. 437. rnentions the queen's mifcarrying twice;

the tirft time (as the king affirmed, of his own knowledge, to the queen his mo-
ther) of a fon. Lady Wvche, who attended near her perfoii, adertcd, (he was able

to have born children at the king's death..

k The cirtumftance of the duke of York's having children by the chancellor's

daoghier, give a colour to the afperfions on the chancellor for promoting the

king's marriage, and the dtfire of vindicating him has been the motive to afper-

unu other charadlers^
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The laft point to which we are to fpeak, regards the fale of

Dunkirk, in which the biihop aflures us ', that the cenfure

thrown upon the lord-chancellor Clarendon was unjuft, fince

he relied intirely upon the fentiments of Monk. In this he

does not, however, go fo far as another writer ; who affirms,

that the chancellor and the treafurer protefled againft it ; which,

he fays, is a point that may be cleared by infpedting the council-

books ". Echard feems to lay the blame upon the earl of Sand-

wich", and is alfo pofitive, that the chancellor and treafurer

were the two miniftcrs who oppofed the meafure. Monfieur

d'Eftrades, the French plenipotentiary, who tranfa£led this im-

portant affair, on the part of his mafter, and who, in his letters

to Louis XIV. at the time, gives a very difi:in£l and particular

account of what happened through the whole of the negociation,

fet things in a very different hght °. He produces a letter fron>

the chancellor, dated June 29, 1662, delivered to him by Mr,

1 In all altercations of this fort, it is but juft to let men fpeak for tbem-

felves. Hiftory of his own times, yol, i. p. 171, 173. the bifhop fays, " The
" matter under deb:jtc was, whether this place [Dunkirk] ought to be kept or

*' fold. The military men, who were believed to be corrupted by France, faid,

•' the place was not tenable; that in time of peace it would put the king to a

' great charge, and in time of war it would not quit the cofl of keeping it. The
•' earl of Clarendon faid, he iinderftood not thofe matters, but appealed to

" Monk's judgment, who did pofitively advife letting it go for the money

" that France offered.

—

So it was fold; and all the money that was paid for it

" was immediately fquandered away amongft the miftrefs's creatures." The

fads are, 1. That the miiitgry men afted 3S if corrupted by France, x. The

chancellor Clarendon was pa'Tive, relying on Monk's opinion. 3. His opinion

was pofitive, to let it go for what France offered. 4. Upon his advice it was

fold, s- And the money fquandered amongfl the counters of Caftlemain's crea-

tures.

m Coke's detedion of the four laft reigns, book iv. p. 8. and upon his au-

thority bifhop Kennet relies; complete hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 155. See

alfo his own account of the fale of Dunkirk, and by whom charged upon Claren-

don, p. 159. " Hiftory of England, p. 781, 801. ° This is a quite

different book from the lettres, memoires, et negociations de monfieur le comte

d'Eftrades, in five vols, iimo, printed at Bruflsls 1709, which were ftole out of

the Frep-ch king's library by John Aymond, and which contain letters and dif-

patches from 1(563 fo 1668. The work here referred to is intitled, ambafiadcs

et negociations de monfieur le comte d'Eftrades, en Italie, en Angleterre, et en

Hollande, depuis I'annee 1637 jufqu' en I'annee 1662. A Amfterdam, chez
J. F.

Bernard, 1718, iimo. An Englifli tranflation of which appeared in 1753 in 8vo,

printed for R. Willock in Cornh'll, and contains- many curious and important

paflagcs relating to England.

Beling,
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BelingP, who was to explain to him that nobk perfon's inten-

tion, the king and his lordfhip having both written, two days

before, to invite him to take England in his way to Holland,

^vhere he was then going ambaflador'i. Upon his arrival, he

was informed, that the motive of defiring his prefcnce was, to

enter into a treaty for the fale of Dunkirk. He fays exprefsly,

that the chancellor told him, that the king's necefhties obliged

him to this ftep ; that he was the only perfon of the council in

that fentiment : that he was to bring over Monk, the treafurer,

and the earl of Sandwich, which he could not hope to do, if a

round fura was not offered ^ The French king, in a letter to

d'Eflrades, exprefTes great uneafinefs at the fecrets being com-

municated to the other lords*. At length, when the treaty was

advanced, the king of England, on the firft of September, gave

full powers, under his hand, to the chancellor, the treafurer,

the duke of Albemarle, and the earl of Sandwich, to proceed

therein, and to conclude it ^ It was figned, accordingly, on the

27th of O<ftober, 1662, by the commiffioners on both Gdes ;

and, in a letter dated November 6, count d'Eflrades tells the

king, his mafter, that king Charles, the duke of York, and the

chancellor, were the only perfons from whom he had met with

no oppofition •, and, in confequence of this, and much more to

the fame purpofe, that monarch wrote a letter to his brother of

England, and another to the chancellor, to thank them for their

obliging condii<fl in that affair".

The chancellor himfelf, who heft knew his own thoughts,

and who could certainly give the cleareft account of his own

P This Mr, Beling, thoug!^ a Pipid, was in great corfiderce witK chancellor

Clarendon, adted as interpreter between him and count d'Elrades, was in the

whole fecret of this negociaiicn, and for this was recommended "by bis minifttr,

to Lewis XIV. f<)r a preTen: which he reeeive-d. 'I AmbafTidts d'Eftradcs,

p. 387. Englifb tranflation, p. 218.

'' An incautious writer might cite this as a proof ou^ of the chanc:l!or's own

mouth, that he aion^ was the author of this meamre, anxl not eiiher the general,

the treafurer, or the earl of Sandwich. But, though the ciianccUor might fay fo,

it was not true, at ieaft, if we believe his own account, hut was thrown out parily

to force d'Ei^radcs to make a greater offer. The chancelljr did not want addrefs,

but d'Eilrades had more.

» Amb'ffades d'Ertrades, p. 4.30, 431. Engl'fh tranflation, p 141, 151,

t Kcniiet's chronicle, p. 760. where the comm^ffion is preferved. " Ambaf-

fades d'EIhades, p. 508. Englifl} trauflation, p. 297-

a<5i;ions,
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actions, places the whole of this affair in another point of view".

He afcribes the original motion, for the fale of Dunkirk, to the

French king, to the lord high-treafurer Southampton ; and, upon

his communicating it to the chancellor, he expreiTed himlelf very

warmly againft the propofition. He next informs us,, that a

cabinet-council was called, at which his mnjefty, the duke of

York, the duke of Albemarle, and the earl of 8andv/ich, were

prefent, as well as himfelf and the treafurer, at whofe requeft

this meeting was appointed,, and who humouroudy advifed his

majefty to take away the chancellor's AafF, for fear he fliould

make a rough ufe of it when he knew the fubje£l they were met

upon. In this cabinet-council the fale of Dunkirk was debated>

and refolved for the reafons which the chanceHor mentions in

his memoirs ^. This was previous to the inviting over d'Eftrades,,

who had been in England, and treated with the chancellor upon

affairs of ftate before, and had To far recommended himfelf to

the king and the chancellor, as he \yas indeed a minifler ox great

addrefs, that they were both defirous of treating with him again»

What the chancellor faid to d'Eftrades, was to engage him to

raife his price; for he at firft talked only of two millions, be-

caufe that was the fum at which it had been valued by Crom-

well, as has been mentioned in another placed; however, he

was afterwards brought to offer three millions, and at Lift to add

two millions more for the artillery, ammunition, military ftores,

and the materials for building; which fum,. it appears, that ali

the commiffioners, except the chancellor, thought too little, and

upon that account concluded the bargain with reludrance^. Thia

drew an immediate odium upon the chaaceUor. His bitterefi

enemvj the earl of Briftol, piit it the next year into his accufa-

" The cirl of Chrendon wrote a vi-dication of iiis own tondufl againft the

acciifation of the hoiife of commons, dated at Montpclier, July 14, 16C8, This

may be found in his trails, and his 3cc<:uiu of this tranfdiiien, p. 33, See alfo

Kis memoirs, p. joi. ^ Tne reaions are inferted alfo in the vindication,

and in fffeft were thefc : i. That the place, being no harbour, was ef liiile uti-

lity; 2. That the charge of keeping it was more than the crown could affird^

J. That the Icteping it would neccfiiriiy invtlve the nation in a war. > Sec

p, ii. in the notes.

* So the count d'Ertradcs fays cxpreAIy, and complains extremely of the

tTouble given him in wording the treaty by the other commiflioners, and com-

mending highly the afEduity of the chiRCc'lr, tUiugh he knew it rendered him

ijhnoxious,

tioii
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tion againft him : the people called the houfe he waS buildlri^

Dunkirk house ; and it was mentioned afreili in the articles

that were framed againft him, by the houfe of commons, upoil

his difgrace''.

The difcufling this matter having led me fo far, I think myfelf

obliged to go a little farther, that I may not feem to have ex-

culpated the duke of Albemarle at the expence of other counfel-

lors, who, in my confcience, I think as innocent as he. The

true ftate then of the matter, at leaft to me, appears to have

been this : The revenue fettled upon the king, in cuftoms, ex-

cife, and hearth-money, amounted to one million two hundred

thoufand pounds, and the conftant ftated expence of the king's

government to upwards of one million four hundred thoufand

pounds, though that of his houfehold came but to one hundred

and fifty thoufand pounds ^. There was confequently a deficien-t

cy of upwards of two hundred thoufand pounds a-year^. The
weight of this, as the chancellor well oblerves, being chiefly

felt by the treafurer, fuggefted to him the inquiry into the utili^

ty and worth of Dunkirk; and finding, or believing he had

found, good reafons for the parting with it, he was thereby led

to make the propofal, as it would take away one halt of the

annual exceeding, and, at the fame time, furnifti the king with

a large fum of money, of which he was then in the greatefl:

want<^. This meafure feems to have been taken about a year

after the king's reftoration ; and, we may be fure, was taken

without any finifter or iniquitous views, fmce it came from the

great and good earl of Southampton, whofe character was never

yet afperfed^. It has, indeed, been faid, chat the king was

a See the carl of Briftol's articles in the complete hiftory of England, vol. iii.

p. 165. Echarcf, p. 809. See alfo Burnet's hirtory of his own times, vol. i.

p. 249. Proceedings in the cafe of Edward earl of Clare.Tdon, 1700, Svo*

b See this (laced at lar<;e from the earl of Halifax's MS3. in Ralph's hiOory,

vol. i. p. 89.

*: This would have been the cafe, if the funds, given by parliament, had ac-

tually produced what they were given for j whereas they fell Ihort no Icfs ihad

three hundred thoufand pounds.

d Earl of Clarendon's life, p. 20i.

* The king, at the inftance of general Monk, made Sir Edward Ilarley g >ver"

nor of Dunkirk immediattly after his return, an.l would have conftituted him

governor for life, confsquently had then no thoughts of felling it. When ha

liad, he removed him by warrarjt, dated May j2, 1661,

ftioved
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liftbved to it chiefly out of confideratlon for certain ladies ; and,

perhaps, when this comes to be explained, there will not ap-

pear to be any great harm in that : for thefe ladies were, the

queen his mother, the queen his confort, and the princefs Hen-

rietta Maria his lifter, who was to be married to the duke of

Orleans, and for whom a portion was to be provided out of this

money f.

If the reader is dcfirous of knowing how this came to be af=

terwards confidered in fo foul a light, and why fo much pains

had been taken to lliift the odium from one minifter upon ano-

ther, it will be necelTary to obferve, that, at the time of the tranf-

aftion, there were no very loud complaints, but they grew up

afterwards from a variety of caufes; i. The cabal formed

againft the earl of Clarendon reprefented this as a bafe and cor-

rupt meafure, becaufe they were pleafed to ftyle it his meafure

:

and every minifter that is to be removed by a fa£lionj muft firfl

be placed in the blackeft light s. 2. The Spanifli party joined

themfelves to thefe : they did not confider whether the meafure

ivas right or wrong, as it regarded England ; but they knew

that it was injurious to Spain, and therefore they heartily joined

in decrying the minifter, to whofe account it was placed'*'. 3.

The French court, though at the time the bargain was made

they had pretended a perfe£l indifference, whether Dunkirk was

delivered up to Spain, annexed to the crown of England, or

f upon reviewing this evidence, it appears, i. That the French king was dii^

plcafcd at the nfegociatlohs being communicated to the rriilitary men; and conft-

qnently had not corrapted them. z. The chanceliwr managed the whole iraiif-

adtion; brought it to bear, and for this had the thanks of (he French king,

3. Monk was not facisfied with the price, or privy to the fa!e, till the price wai

fettled. 4. Upon the treafurer's propoul, the defign of Teiling Dunkirk was taken

dp, carried on, and conchidtd, noi by Monk, but the chancellor, i. The money

feas carefully expended, and not fquandered. Clarendon's life, p. loj.

g Sec the earl of Clarendon's vindication agaii.Q the eleventh article of the

tharoc againft him by the hoiife of commons. Coke, Kenner, Echard, Burnet

8S before ci(cd. Sir Thomas Ofb'rne, whd was afterwards duke of Leeds, af-

firmed, on the authority of a great 1 rd whom he did not nam>?, th^t the chan^

cellar made a bal-gain for the f;ile of Dunki!-lc nine months before it was known.

See Chandler's debatep of the hoiite of commons, vol. i. p, io8.

h It appears evidei\tly from d'Efrrades's letters, and indeed from all the au-

thentic papers of that lime, the chancellor was puffted by the Spanilli party, who

had the eail of Briliol at their head, a man of great part?, and who was particu-

lirlv able in intrigue^.

Vol. it. C c demoliflied.
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deinolillied, yet, after they were once poflefTed of it, they mag-

uified its importance, and the great policy of their monarch in

procuring it '. 4. The Dunkirk that was thus fold, was by no

means the Dunkirk that it afterwards was: Lewis XIV. fpent

many millions flerling" in improving and fortifying it; not be-

caufe the place deferred it, but that it was the only port by

which he could annoy us'. 5. After it was thus improved and

fortified, all thofe inconveniencies^ taken away which made it ufe<-

Ifefs in our hands, and a multitude of works raifed, for which

England would never have been at the expence ; it became fuch

a thorn in our fides, and we were made fo thoroughly fenfible

of its importance, in the fituation it then fk>od, that it is no

wonder at all pofteiity believed whatever they were told, of the

iniquity of felling this place, and heartily detefted the minifters,

whoever they were, by whom the meafure was taken ; though

certainly they did not, indeed could not,^ perceive the confe-

<^uences.

But, however,, the ftate of the king's affairs, the difficulty

and expence of keeping the place^and the impoflibility of tore-

feeing then what afterwards happened, taking in alfo the known

charaftsrs of the perfons concerned; may excufe them from any

itifpicion' of corruption, or ill intention in this tranfadlion : yet

the fale of Dunkirk to the French is a thing never to be vindi-

cated. For it was not acquired by the king's arms; and, there-

fore, whatever right he might have to reftore, it is not eafy to

difcern how he could have any to fell it. In the next, the houfe

i As much indifference as the French king cxprefTcd about the place, while the

negociation was ilepending, he vaunted fiifficiently the advantage accruing to him

from the bargain, as foon as it wa? made. His troops took poiltiTiun November

»8, J66i. He made his public entry, and caufed Te Dk um to be fung in his-

riefencc 011 the j.d of December. He caufed two medals to be inftantly ftriick.

On the rc-verfe of the firft was, Providenlia princifh DunqiHrk-a recuperata ; i. e.

" By the (kill of the prince Dunkirk recovered :" on the reverfc of the fecond

(3 jc'ton orcounter) a brazen tower with a golden fhower falling on it with

ihefc words; Sic vincii amicos ; i. e. " Thus we get the better of our fiiends
"

As if this had not been infulting enough,, a third was ftrvick the next year, with

t!ie brazen tower and goliien iliower again, with this legend; iBu fulminco p9'

tcntior ; i. e. " By a firoke furpaffing thunder:" on the reverfe, Juftice mena-

cing two harpies with her fword, arid thel'e words; Haffyjs pelkre regno. Sec

Gerard van Lomi Mil. metallique, tome ii. p. 489.

k Bbuljjnviliicrsetat de la France, tome i. p. 347. '' See the importance

tf Dunkirk cunlidtred, and other tradts in the icign of qusen Anne.

Ot
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cf commons had prepared and pafled a bill for annexing it to

the crown of England, which would have thrown the charge of

maintaining it upon them : and though it is true, that the motive

to this bill has been mifreprefented, by fuppclxng it was meant

to hinder what afterwards happened, whereas, in fatt, it took

its rife from the Spanifh ambaflador's demanding it, in a peremp-

tory manner; yet, afiuredly, it fhewed the fcnfe of the nation

was for preferving it. Laflly, the merchants, even at the time

•it was fold, exprelled great apprehenfions of the mifchiefs that

might be done to trade, by privateers fitted out from thence

and thefe were r-eafons fufficieut to have deterred the king, and

his tninifters, from parting with it, unlefs by confent of parlia-

ment ; which, if we conlider what afterwards happened in re-

gard to Tangier, it will not appear impoilible that they miglijc

have obtained ; and, wkether they could or not, they ought ai

lead to have defired.

When the firft Dutch war broke out in 1664, we find the

duke of Albemarle's name among the lords of the council fub-

fcribing the proclamation ""'
: and there feems to be no reafon to

doubt, that he was very hearty in that meafvire : whereas the

chancellor, and the treafurer, were both extremely againil it^'.

The duke of York, as we have before feen, at the commence-

ment of the war, commanded the fleet in perfon: and, upon

this occailon, he devolved the whole adminiftration of the ad-

miralty on the duke of Albemarle; and this with fuch circum-

ftances of confidence, as evidently demonftrated his fenfe of hi"!

grace*s capacity and fidelity"^ This, added to all his former

employments,

"1 The reader will find flie prodlamation at large in Kennet, vol. iii. p. 272.

^ Life of the earl of Clarendon, p. zoo.

° This epiIHe deferves the reader's penifal, becaiife it is a direft proof of the

faJCehood of the afTertion, that the duke of Albematle left his credit foon after

the rcftoration. It runs thas : " My lord-duke of Ai.B em arle, hsving formcriy

" by the king's approbation dcfired you to take the care of giving all nectffiry

" orders for the atTiirs: of the navy during my abfence, in the fame manner as I

" ought to do if prefent, I fhoiild not now need to repeat it to you, were it not

•' to acquaint you, that I have not only by word of mouth, but alfo by writingj

" given the principal officers arid commanders of his mjjcfty's navy dircilions

"" to execute all your commands. I delire you. if you "find any commanders or

*' other t-fficers negligent in the d:fpatch expefled from them for his maj-fly's

" fervice, not to he fparing in ufing your authority for their punifhmenf, vvl*,';-

** thet by difplaring them, or fuch other way as you lliall think 'f.t. i have com

C c 2 '* m,*nd.*i
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ernployment5, miglit have fufTiciently marked the confidence re-

pofed in hun, and have even rendered the conferring on him any

other charge, a thing not at all expedled: and yet, when the

plague broke out in the fucceeding year, and the king fawhim-

felf obliged to leave his capital, he entrufted the care of it, of

his fubjecls, and the chief concerns of his kingdom, to this

good duke, who refided at the Cock-pit near Whitehall, and,

with the aflillance of the earl of Craven, and foroe other pub-

lic-fpirited perfons of diftinclion, took care of the health, the

properties, and the government of the inhabitants of this great

city ; diflributing daily the vail charities that were raifed for the

iupply of the diftrefied : giving audience to all who had any bu-

finefs with him, directing the affairs of the navy, while we were

engaged in a war of fuch coniequence, and giving a conftant

account of whatever happened to the king and his minifters at

Oxford P. Such was the courage, fuch were the labours, of

this great man, who, in the midft of devouring infe<Slion, did,

in a manner, the whole bunnefs of the nation: and yet this is

he who is faid to have forfeited all perfonal regard, and to have

become ufelefs in a fhort time after the refloration.

While he was ilill charged with all thefe fatiguing offices, the

king, in the fpring of the fucceeding year, fetit for him fudden-

]y to Oxford. He went thither pofc •, and on his arrival, after

paying his compliments to his majefty, and giving him a fuccintl:

account of the poflure in which be had left affairs at London,

he was told, that the intent of fending for him thither was, to

make him joint admiral of the fleet with Prince Rupert; and

that he mufl immediately prepare to go to fea. He defired a

day's time to confider of it; in which fpace he confulted with

his friends, v-iho were almoft unanimoufly againft his accepting

•• manded my fecretary to leave with you all fuch things as may be necedary for

" your information ; if nny thing be wanting, upon the leaf! intimation it fhjll

" be fupplied. So bidding you heartily farewell, I am, (Sc>

" March la, 1664-5. James."
This letter was tranfcribed from a MS. in the hands of the late lurd Fnderick

Howard.

P Skinner's life of Monk, p. 551— 333. Gumble's life of Monk, p. 414— 410,

The earl of Clarendon gives quite another account of this matter, and allures us,

that, being informed it was highly fur the king's ftrvice, the duke of Albemarle

accepted at once, and even offered (if it was thought nccefTaiy) to fcrve under

Pjince P-uperr," '

' thai
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that command. They faid, that he had already eftablifhed his

jchara6ter as a foldier, feaman, and ftatefman ; and that it was

unreafonable, at his time of life, for him to ftake all the ho-

nours he had won on the fortune of a day : that the Dutch were

already driven into that fury which made them moft dangerous

at fea \ and that attacking them now was quite another thing

than it was at the beginning of the war: that, in fhort, the lofs

of a battle would exceedingly tarnifti his reputation ; whereas a

vidlory gained could add very little thereto.

The duke thanked them for the refpe£l they had fhewn for

his perfon and charafter, but at the fame time added, " thefe

*< were out of the cafe; that he valued neither farther than they

*« were ufeful to his country ; and that he was determined to

** obey the king's commands, fmce he v/as fure he either fliould

" accomplifh them, or die in the attempt*^." Having accepted

this commifTion, he returned to London the third day j and

though the war and the plague had both made great havock

amongfl: the feamen, yet it was no fooner known, that the duke

of Albemarle was to command the fleet, than great numbers of-

fered themfelves to the fervice, becaufe, as they phrafed it, they

were fure, " honed George" (for fo they called the duke)

f* would fee thern well fed, and juftly paid ^"

His grace, in conjun£lion with Prince Rupert, ufed fuch dili-

gence in equipping the fleet, that on the 23d of April, being

St. George's day, they took leave of the king, and fell down
the river in one of the royal barges to join the fleet. When they

arrived in the Downs, the king received intelligence, that the

French had fitted out a ftout fquadron to join with the navy of

the fl;ates ; upon which he was prevailed upon to fend down po-

fitive orders to Prince Rupert to fail, with twenty of the beft

frigates in the fleet, to fight the French fquadron before it could

join the Dutch. This, without queftion, had been a right mea-

fure, if the king's intelligence had been well founded ; but, as in

truth there was no fuch French fquadron, fo the taking away fo

great a part of the fleet expofed the remainder exceedingly.

Some have fuggefled, that there was treachery in this ; and in-

1 Memoirs of the Dutch wars. Skinner's life of Monk, p, 335, Prince's

'Aforthies of Devon, p. 47 s.
• Mi-moirs of the Dutch vcarSj p. 39.

deed,
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deed, from Sir John Harman's letter, giving an account of tlie

battle which enfued, one would apprehend, that he was of this

opinion*. It is, however, eafy to account for the thing other-

wife; and, by laying all circumflances together, I muft own my-

felf perfuaded, that this intelligence proceeded from the arts of

the French, who, by pretending to equip a great fquadron, and

to fend it early to fea, thought to amufe both us and the Dutch,

and engage us, by dint of thefe preparations, to take falfe mea-

fures, in which they fucceeded ; for the Dutch fleet a£lually

expefled to be joined by thern, as certainly as Piince Rupert did

to meet them*.

The duke of Albemarle, commanding now alone, difcovered,

on the, I ft of June, the Dutch fleet, conlifling of about feventy-

fix fail of large fhips; whereas his grace had not more than fifty.

We have already given an account of this battle", and fliall here

therefore confine ourfelves to fuch circumftances as concern the

duke's perfonal behaviour. He immediately called a council of

war, compofed of fome of the galianteft men that ever bore

commands in the Englifli navy; and there, " In regard feveral

<' good fliips, befides the Royal Sovereign, then at anchor in the

<' Gun-fleet, (neither fully manned nor ready), would, upon

« their retreat, be in danger of a furprizal by the enemy, and

** that fuch a courfe might make fome impreffion upon the fpiric

" and courage of the feamen, who had not been accuftomed to

*' decline fighting with the Dutch, it was at laft unanimoufly

« refolved to abide them, and that the fleet fiiould prefently be

*« put in readinefs to fall into a line ''." Thus it appears, that

this was an a£l done by the whole council of war, and upon

very rational motives; fo that to charge the duke wich running

too great a hazard, from his contempt of the Dutch, is treating

his memory ill, without any jufl grounds'^. The firft day the

enemy

? Kennel's complete hiOory of Erglanc?, vol. iii. p. i8i. ' Le CItrc,

tome iii. p. i 38. De Neuviils vie de Ru) ter. " See p. 107, vi' skin-

ner's life of general Monk, p. 340.

^ Bi(h.<p Burnet fays, that the Enj;iifh fleet, by the end of the fi^ht, was quite

unrigged, and were in no condition to work tlumftlves off; fo that they tiiuft

have been all taken, funk, cr burnt, if Prince Rupert had not come in good

t^me.—The court gave out that it was a vi(f\..ry, aiid public thankfgivings were

or^ltred; which was a horrid mocking of God, and a lying to tix world. We
haa
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enen^y gained little or no advantage, notwithftanding their great

iuperiority, this was intirely owing to the duke's example, who,

though he was once obliged to be towed out of the hne, yet, af-

ter making the necefTary repairs in his rigging, bore into the cen-

ter of the Dutch fleet, where he engaged deRuyter with incre-

dible fury", hoping his own fuccefs might have opened a path

to victory.

The next nwrning the duke called a feconci council of war,

in which he delivered himfelf thus ; ** If we had dreaded the

< number of our enemies, we fliould have fled yefterdayj but,

'* though we are inferior to them in fliips, we are in all things

•* elfe fuperior. Force gives them courage ; let us, if we need
*' it, borrow refolution from the tlioughts of what we have for-

" merly performed. Let the enemy feel, that, though our fleet

** be divided, our fpirit is intire. At the worll, it will be more
" honourable to die bravely here on our own element, than to be
*' made fpe<5lacles to the Dutch. To be overcome is the fortune

" of vv^r, but to fly is the fafhion of cowards. Let us teach

< the world, that Englifhm^n had rather be acquainted with

" death than with fear^."

The engagement began about eight, and continued till it was

night; but our fleet fuffered fo much, that in a council of war,

held in the afternoon, it was refolved to make a fair retreat,

which the duke performed the next day with great prudence and

honour. In the evening of that day. Prince Rupert with his

fquadron came in; and tJie duke's fleet endeavouring to join

it, the Royal Prince, commanded by Sir George Aylcue, ran

a-ground, and was burnt by the enemy. Before night, however,

the Englifti fleets joined; and then it was unanimoully refolved

in a council of war, that it would be injurious to his majefty's

honour, and the reputation of the Britilh fleet, to fufl^er the

had in one refp«(fV reafon to thank Gjd, that we had not !oll our whok fleet.

HiOory of his own times, vol. i. p. 377, 378. This account is vifibly falle ; for

if the Dutch could have dellroyed our whole fl.-et, and were forced to flieer of
wiihnit doing it, this was a victory, the enemy's purpofe being dtfeated. BiiC

rhe Dutch admiral owned the futl to be othtrwife, and that the duke with ths

Enolilli fieet (heforc Prince Rupert's arrival) -Acrs aggrelLrs, to the lail.

y Skinntr'i life of general Monk, p. 34i. ^ See his hiflory of ihe

compofingthe afTiirs of EnoUnd oy 'hr- .-{ll:oritiop, 'frc p. 33. Ethard's hiflory

0! En-ianri, p^. 830.

Dutch
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Dutch to return with any appearance of an advantage, and tliiA

therefore they fhould attack them the next day as early as po(l\=

ble, which was accordingly done, when the duke, notwithftand-

ing his hard fervice in the three former engagements, palled, in

conjunction with the prince, five times through the enemy's fleet,

and had in all probability beat them at laft, if by an unlucky ac-

cident the prince's fliip had not been difabled, and foon after the

duke's, which, however, did not hinder their firing upon the

Dutch till it was dark *.

Two days after, the fleet returned to our own coaft, and the

prince and duke to London. On the report of this extraordi-

nary a(5tion, many took the liberty, as his friends forefaw they

would, to ccnfure the duke of Albemarle's cdndudi^ but the

king, having thoroughly examined the matter, declared himfelf

fully fatisfied with his behaviour : adding, that it Was grounded

upon reafon and neceffity ; and that the honour of the nation

was deeply concerned in it: that he had thereby given the great-

eft Inftance of his own, and of the Eiiglifh valour ; and had

raifed the reputation of our naval force to fuch a height of glo-

ry as would render it for ever terrible to its enemies, as well as

relied on and refpected by its friends ^.

The Dutch fleet, having luffered lefs, was again very foon at

fea ; but they had not been long upon our coaft, before, to their

amazement, the Englifii fleet came out of the Thames, and then

they ftood over to their own. On the 24th of July, both fleets

were in ngiit of each other; and the next day, by fix in the

morning, a bloody battle began, vvhereiii the Englifli gained a

clear and complete vidloryi and the Dutch were driven into their

ports. Upon this there followed the burning of the town of

Brandaris, as our people called it, by Sir Robert Holmes j

where the enemy's lofs, as Mr. Echard tells us, on the autho-

rity of a good MS. in the paper-oflice, fell very little fliort of a

milHon fterling'^. This was the laft great action performed at

fea by the duke of Albemarle.

On his return, he found the city of London lying in afhes

}

a misfortune which, however, redounded to his reputation ;

fince the people faid openly in the ftreets, as he pafled, that " if

* See p. 110. ^ See btfurc, p. Jii. ^ Jlirtory of England, p. 831.

" his



General TvI O N K. 200

'*' Iiis grace had been there, the city had not been burnt :"

which is fuch an extravagant mark of veneration and afFeftion

for his perfon, as could arife only from their perfedl fatisfa£lion

in regard to what he had formerly performed : and it muft Mo
add much to his character, in the opinion of all true judges of

merit, that he was recalled from the command of the fleet by

his majefty, purely to quiet the minds of the people upon this

niisfortune '^.

In the fpring of the year 166" ^ the king had fohie new ad-

vices given him, in regard to the management of his navy, which

were by lio means approved by the duke of Albemarle. The
drift of them was this : that, as the Dutch were chiefly fup-

ported by trade, as the fupply of their navy depended upon
trade, and, as experience flievved, nbthing provoked the people

Co much as injuring their trade ; his majefty fhould therefore

apply himfelf to this, which Would efFeftually humble them, at

the fame time that it would Ms exhauft us, than fitting out fuch

mighty fleets as had hitherto kept the fea every fumineri

Sir JohnLawfon was particularly fond of this dodlrine, which,

by degrees, grew acceptable to the king; not fo much from a

perfuafion of its being juft and reafonable, as from a fenfe that

it fuited with his own condition ; the vaft expences of his court

rendering it very difficult to raifc fuch fums as were requifite to

keep up the navy. Befides, there was a peace then treating^

and the king had the ftrongefl: afluratices given him from the

French court, (on purpofe to betray and miflead him)j that the

Dutch would fit out no fleet that fummer ; and, upon thefe mo-
tives, the king took a fatal refolution of laying up his great fliips,

and keeping only a few frigates on the cruize ^.

The de Wittes, who had perfe£l intelligence of all that pafied

here, and \vho, perhaps, wanted not fome friends to propound

fuch deftru£llve meafures as were then purfuedj immediatelv

availed thenlfelves of this opportunity ; and, having firfi: amufed

the king with an attempt in Scotland, grounded on their relent*

d See Dr. Seth Ward, blfnop of Salifoury, his fcrmon, Intitleo', the Chrifiian's

vhftory oVer death, pieachcd at tlie dvike of Alb:iriarle's funeral the 30th of April,
'

1670, in St. Peter's church in the alibey of Weitminfter, London, 1670, 410, p. 12.

Skinner's life of geasral .M'hkj p. 366. = See p. 111, itz.

Vol. IK D d ment.
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ment, as it was fnid, for the injuries done their trade by priva-

teers from thence ; they, in the midft of fummer, came with a

formidabie fleet, piloted by our own traitors, into the mouth oi

the Thames, and on Thurfday the nth of June, 1667, appear-

ed before Chatham f. In this trying circumftance, the mofl

dillionourable to the Enghfh nation that perhaps ever happened

in any reign, the duke of Albemarle was immediately thought

of as the fitteA: perfou to raife the fpirits of the people by his

prefence, and to defeat the enemy's defigns by his conduct. He
did all, and even more than could be expedled from him, to

fruftrate the ftheme of the de Wittes; but fuch a panic had

ilruck the people, and fuch a want of capacity was vilible in

thofe who had the direction of the king's yards, that his orders

were very indifferently obeyed ^.

He caufedj however, feveral fliips to be funk in the narrow

palTage by the Muifel-Bank, and took fuch other precautions as

were of much fervice; and, had he been well feconded, there is

the greatefl: reafon in the world to believe the Dutch had

reaped no great credit from this undertaking ; at leaft, this was

the opinion of the parliament, who highly approved the duke's

conducl; and, on the narrative he prcfented them in relation to

this affair, they impeached commiillonerPett, relying imphcitly,

as to facls, on the credit of what his grace was pleafed to tell

rhem*^ : fo that it was a juft obiervation, and, at the fame time^^

u well-turned panegyric, of a learned prelate, when he faid of

the duke's behaviour in this unlucky bufinefs,** That even where

«' the iflue of the v;hole matter was not very profperous, God
«* was pleafed to order his part fo, that he came off with im-

*' mortal honour and reputation '."

After the Dutch war was over, and the king much inclined

to do his people a pleafure, he thought fit, on the deceafe of the

earl of Southampton, to put the treafury into commiffion : yet,

that it might not be fiirmifed the public was in any danger from

the lofs of fo great and fo good a man as the treafurer was uni-

f See p, 114. E See his grace's account of this tnarter prefented to par-

lijtnLTit, which may be found in leveial bocks, bu: pirticuiatly in ihe hiftcrjr and

rrocceJings cfthe houfe ( f commons, printed f;)r Chai.disr, vol. i. p. 114, h Sss

the heads of this impeachment in Echard, p. 853. i Dr. Sc:h Ward, bi/hop

01 Saljfburv, in his fuiiw^I ft. men on the duke of Albcmdiie.

verfaJIv
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verfally allowed to be, the duke of Albemarle was put at the

head of that commiffion : and this was the lafi: mark of roval

favour in this kind v/hich he received j for lofing his health f'ud-

denly, (that till then he had furprifingiy retained, in the midft

of To many and fo great fatigues), he chofe to retire from pub-

lic bulinefs, and to fpend the remainder of his time in attend-

ing that diflolution which appeared to be at no great diftance '^.

Yet, having fome relief from his dilternper, which was a

dropfy, by the alhftance of one Dr. Sermon of Briftol, and,

when he relapfcd again, continuing long in a declining way,hK

flill (hewed much loyalty to the king, and a very warm, all'cr-

tion for his country. Many vilits he received from his majefly

and the duke of York in his Jaft ficknefs, whom he always en-

tertained with flrong and plain, but, at the Time time, decent

difcourfes on the impoffibility of fupporting the royal aurhority

any other way than by purfuing the true intereft of the nation.

He was likev/ife attended by the moft confidcrable perfons in

both houfes of parliament, v/hom he exhorted to maintain, in.

their legifiative capacities, a good correfpondcnce with the

crown and with each other. Thi-s, he faid, was the only way

to ferve the people : for if once the pafTions of private men, 01

,

which was the fame thing in another drels, the particular inte-

reft of parties came to influence their debates, the public would

reap no good fruits from them. With the fame prefence o£

mind he regulated the private concerns of his family, caufing

his only fon to be married to the daughter of lord Ogle in his

chamber, on the 30th of December i66tf, and on the 3d of Ja-

nuary following he quietly yielded up hh breath Htting in his

chair, when he had lived near threefcore and two years 1.

After fpeaking of him fo fu-Uy in his public, it may not be

amifs to fay fomething of fo great a man in his private capacity,

ihe temper of his mind, and his abilities natural and acquired.

As to his perfon, he was a ftrong wcli-built man, of a gocd

k Skinner's iife of Mjnic, p. 369. ^ Gumblc's life of Mon!f, p. 461,

464. Annais of the univeife, p. zi,^. EcharJ's hiftory of England, p. 863.

l-nrd Arlington io his letter to Sir William Temple, dated January 7, 1670, fay,

the gtze'te will tel! you of the lofs we have had of my lord-geaete', and the refent-

inenr bis in .jstly hath of it. J pray God v.c may not nc-.i the willing him aiive

D u 2 prefenrsj
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prefence, and very able to endure fatigue. The advantages he

derived from nature were much ftrengthened by his manner of

living. He was always an early rifer ; his private devotions,

and whatever domeftic concerns he had to manage, being con-

llantly attended to, and difpatghed by feven o'clock ; when he

gave audience, without dillinflion, to all who defired it, and

conftantly made an end (if it was in his power) of every poor

man's bufinefs on the fpot. He was an enemy to all oppreffion

in the army, and ufed frequently to fay, that his ofRcers fliould

Jiave power to command and to protecSl, but not to terrify or

pillage the foldiers "'. He was .i flridl obferver of difcipline, of

which he gave a fignal inftance at the end of the firfi: Putch war

in Cromwell's time. The feamen came to the navy-office in

crowds to demand their prize-money : he told them, that there

were fifteen hundred fhips to be fold, and that, as foon as they

were fold, they fliould have their money, with which they feem-

ed to be fatisfied ; but in the afternoon there came four or five

thoufand of them armed towards Whitehall, which Monk hear-

ing, met them at Charing-crofs in company with Cromwell and

fome other officers, where, without much expoflulation,he drew

liis Iword, and wounded fcveral of them, upl^raiding them with

not depending on his word, who never broke it ; which had fuch

an efte61: upon them, that, forgetting their former fury, they

tamely retired, and were afterwards very honeflly paid".

He was extremely moderate in his way of living, eating but-

one meal a-day, and that homely, and heartily. He deipifed

and hated drinking j and having fettled his affe£fions on the

woman he married, was a tender and conftant hufband through

the courfe of his life, As a father, he Ihewed more of paffioq

than in any part of his charader •, for, on the lofs of his fecond

fon George, in Scotland, he gave way to his grief to fuch a

degree, as furprifed all who were acquainted with the firmnefs

of his temper in other refpecls °. His valour was very frngular^

for he was fierce without lofing his temper, and had an extra-

'" See Giimh'e's life of -Monk, p. 467. which, in thefe circumftances, defeives

>he more to be depended on, fi -.ce the author was a onOant eye-Witnefs of what he-

"'"**• " Lives EngliA and foreign, p. 144. where it is I'aid he ci^t ofi a
:n^n's nofe, and gave him lol. as a fatisfaftion. ^ Skinner's life of gene-
•ii Miflk, p. 70. Gumble, p, 4---.

ordinarv
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ordiuary meafure of patience, joined with boundlefs courage :

and thefe qualities he poffeiTed as much as ever, even in the de-

cline of life. In the fecond Dutch war, a chain- fliot took away

his breeches, yet he never altered his countenance or his place p.

In the Chatham bufinefs, apprehending the Dutch would land,

he expofed himfelf in the midft of their cannon-fliot, that his

example might keep others to their duty, and defeat the defign

of the enemy, as ii; did : and when a perfon of diftinftion ex-

poftulated with him on this head, and would have perfuaded

him to retire; he anfvvered very coolly, " Sir, if I had been

** afraid of bullets, I fliould have quitted this trade of a foldier

** long ago ''."

His capital virtues were, prudence and modefty : the former

enabled him to perform the great things he did, and the latter

rcftrained him from ever valuing himfelf on the great things he

had done. He was equally dear to the king, and to the nation ;

and it was his peculiar felicity, that he had the affcftion of both

without incurring the jealoufy of either. He would have reti-

red immediately after the reftoration, if his country could have

fpared him ; and.when he faw it could not, fte ferved it as chear-

fully as before. He ferved it, in how many capacities? He
commanded the army in chief, when the king and the nation's

l.ifety depended upon that command. He was put at the head

of a commilTion for managing the treafury, or rather fettling it.

His activity was necelTary for fuppreiling all infurre^lions ; his

prefence was thought requifite in the highefl courts of juftice.

If he was intrufted by the king with the army, he was likewife

intruded by the duke with the fleet. He had the care of the

city, wh?n vifued with the plague; the command of the navy,

when we made war with France and Holland at the fame time.

He was fent for to recover the minds of the citizens after the

lire; he was feat to meet the threatening invafion of the Dutch
;

P Pliilips's cpntinun(i,>n of Heath's chronicle, p. 5J0. Skinner'* life of Monk,
p. 34^. The duke of Bnckinghamniire gives us a much ftronger proof of his re-

loiution, on his own kno-Akdge; f. r he fays the duke of Albemarle declared, at

the beginning of the aftion, that he^ was lure of one thing, viz. that he would
not be taken, and that he faw him charge a little pocket-piftoj with powder,

which his grace believed he would have fired into the powder-room, in cafe the

Dutch had boarded him. See his memoirs, prefixed to his works, p. 6.

"* GuiTible's life of Monk, p, 450.

and
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and as he made way for the treafurer Southampton, fo, on his

death, he was thought the only man that could replace him.

Well, then, might fecretary Nicholas, that able and faithful fer-

vant of the crown, fay, (and he faid it when the duke had done

^ few only of thefe great things), " That, independent of his

<' merit in the reftoration, the duke of Albemarle, by his inde-

** fatigable zeal, and fuccefsful fervices afterwards, had merited

** more than his prince could do for him''." Such was the man

tvhom his mafter was not afiiamed to call his Father ; becaufe

indeed, he was the Father of his Country* !

When his fon went to wait upon the king with the enfigns of

the order of the garter, his majefty v,'as pleafed to rellore them

to him ; the king likewife diredled the duke's body to be remo-

ved to Somerfet-houfe, wiiere it lay for many weeks in ftate,

and on the laft day of April was removed, with great funeral

pomp, to Weftm.indcr-abbey, and there interred in Henry the

Seventh's chapel'. Yet, as if his fame had Aood in need of no

fuch fupport, a monument was negl;;(fted ; only thofe ivho have

the care of the place preferve his figure in wax, and think it

fufficient, to raife the admiration of every loyal fpettator, to fay,

<« This is general Monk !''

He left behind him an only fon, Chriftopher duke of Albe-

marle, to whom both king Charles and king James flicwed great

refpe^L. It muft be confefTsd, that he had not his fatlier's abi-

lities either in the cabinet or in the field •, but he was a generous,

good-natured man, and lellened confi-derably the very large eftate

r Giimhle's life of Monk, p. 407. Skinner's life <>f Mmik, p. 718. Lord

lanfdown's works, vol. ii. p. 167. The reader will obferve, th.it fecretary

Nichohs was a ftrifl deperidfPt on the chaincellnr Clarendon, who had no grea:

love for the duke of Albemarle.

^5 Lives EngiiQi and foreign, p. 3 88. It was faid of him after his dfceafe by

the king, that the duke of Aibemar'n; never ov;r valued the fervices of ^jencfii

Monk. What thofe fervic.'S were, aiypears in the p:camblcs to the patents of

the duke of Albemarb and the carl of Bath, where the reltoration is afcribcd to

them by the king himfe'.f.

t Rennet's hiflory of England, vol. iii. p. r.97. Hiftoriari's guide, p. 77. The

bifhop of Sal fbuty's fermon befjrc cited. It may perhaps defervt the reader's

notice, if we remark, that his prace John, duke of Mailborongh, then er.fign

Churchill, attended at this funeral, and is the la!t perfon meniiorted in the Lon-

don Gazette, wliich defcribes that folcmnity.

that
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that was left him, by indulging pleafures his father defpifed "

:

yet he had many good qualities, and particularly that of flid-

tering and encouraging merit in dlftrefs. He gave a fiagular in-

ftance of this in fupporting captain Phipps> afterwards Sir Wil-

liam Phlpps, and governor of New England. He came over to

make a propofld for iiOiing on a wreck on the coaft of Hiipanio-

la, and made the defign appear fo highly probable, and at the

fame time fo prafficable, that king Charles the Second granted

him a iliip called the Algier Piofe, and furnillied him with what-

ever was thought neceffary for th« undertaking ; v»'hich, how-

ever, failed of fuccefs, and captain Phipps returned as poor and

as pofitive as ever^'.

He endeavoured to obtain from king James IT. {who by this

time was on the throne) another fhip, but to no purpofe; after-

wards he fet on foot a propofal for making it a private adventure^

for which he was at firft laughed at, till the duke of Albemarle

engaged in the defign, and advanced a confulerAble furn of mo-

ney towards fitting him out. He quickly completed the ren", and

in the year 1687 failed in the Bridgewater Merchant, a ihip of

two hundred tons, on the {s.w.c fcheme, propcfing to make an

equal diftribution of the profits on twenty fnares, into which the

expence of the undertaking was divided ^.

He was more lucky in his fecond enterprize, though not till

bis patience was almofi: worn out, and afterwards profecuted his

defign with fuch fuccefs, that in a iliort fpace he returned to

England with three hundred thoufand pounds in fi'.ver. On his

arrival there wanted not fome who would have perfuadsd the

king to feize his fhip and: cargo, under pretence that captaia

Phipps had not given an exatSt information, when he applied for

his licence, and the royal afiiftance : but his majefry generoufly

i

anfwered,. that he knew the captain to be an honell man, and a

man of honour, and that, if he had brought home twice as n^.uch

treafure, his proprielors fliould divide it. His mr.jefty farther

exprelTed his fatisfat^tion, by knighting hiniy. The duke of

" Lives EngliiT) and fi.ffijn, p. ipj. *^ Life of Sir Wiiiiam Phipps,

lir.f. by Licreal'e Mather, London, 1697, ixmo. § v. p. 10. * Livts

Kn^iMh ai,d fur.i^n, p, ipc:. ' i.i'fs oi Ung Ja.r.e, 11. p. 3pi,

Albemarln
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Albemarle had for his (liare ninety thoufanJ pounds, and Sir'

WiUiam about twenty thoufand pounds ^.

This piece of good fortune is thought to have engaged the

duke of Albemarle to afk king James for the government of Ja-

maica, which he obtained : but, if it was with a view to reap

farther advantages from that or other wrecks, he was difap-

pointed ; for whether it was that the treafure was exhaufted, or

that, the (liip being broken up, the fea by degrees diffipated its

contents, certain it is, that nothing of confequence could after-

ward3 be obtained from that wreck*. Kis grace's free way of

living, efpecially in regard to the bottle, rendered that a very

unfit climate for him to live in; and therefore we need not won-

der, that he did not long enjoy his government, but died in the

year following without ilTue; and fo this noble family became

extincl*'.

MEMOIRS of Admiral MONTAGUE, after-

wards earl of Sandwich, and knight of the garter.

FAME belongs of right to all thofe who have deferVed well

of fociety •, but the fupreme degree of glory ought to wait

on the memory of fuch illuilrious perfons as have been martyrs

for their country, and voluntarily died either to ferve or to pre-*

ferve it. If this be a juft pofition, as mud be allowed by every

man who thinks, then the noble perfon, whofe memoirs are at

prefent to employ our care, ought ever to be revered by Britons.

His life was an uniform fcene of patriotifm and public fpirit; his

death fo extraordinary a ftrain of exalted courage, that, as few

facls in modern hiftory come near it, fo none in more ancient

and lefs corrupted times can be juflly faid to exceed it.

z There was on this occafiin a fine medallion ftruck, with the fares of the

king and queen on one fide, with their titles, and on the reverre a fhio at anchor,

and the boats filhing on the wreck: the iafcription, Semper liH petideat hamus ;

the fenfe is, " Always watch, you'll fomething catch :" the exergue, " Nau-

jra^la irperata /" i. e. " the (hipwreck repaired." The duke ot" Albemarle,

to fcev/ his fenfe of Sir Williirii's integrity, gave lady Phipps a cnp of gold

worth a thoufand pounds.

a Britifu empire in America, vol. ii. p. 3i9- Echard's hiftory of England,

p. 1094. *> Briiifri empire in America, vol. ii. p. 31c.

To

^s'l
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To rpeak of the antiquity or nobility of this family, would

be an idle wafte of words ; the very name of Montague is fuf-

ficient to inform every intelligent reader of all that I could fay

on that fubjeft.

Mr. Edward Montague was the only furviving fon of Sir Sid-

ney Montague, the youngeft of fix fons of Edward lord Mon-

tague of Boughton ^. He was born July 27, 1625 <*, and ha-

ying received all the advantages which a liberal education could

beftow, came very early into the world, and into bulinefs
;

efpecially if we confider the times in which he lived, and the

(qualities neceii'ary for men to be diftinguilhed in them.

He married, when little above feventeen, the daughter of

Mr. Crew, afterwards lord Crew of Stene^; and being thought

more warmly afFedled to the caufe of the parliament than his

father Sir Sidney Montague was, who had been expelled his

feat for refufing to take an oath to live and die with the earl of

Eflex, and giving fuch a reafon for it as it was eafier to punifti

than anfwerf, received a commiffion, dated Auguft 20, 1643,

to raife and command a regiment under the earl before mention-

ed. This colonel Montague, though but eighteen, performed ;

and, the interefi: of his family being very extenfive, he took the

field in fix weeks.

, He was prefent at the ftorming of Lincoln, on the 6th of

May, 1644, which was one of the warmeft a6iions in the courfe

of that lamentable war. He was likewife in the battle of Mar-

fton-moor, which was fought on the 2d of July, the fame year,

where he greatly diftinguilhed himfelf ; infomuch that foon after,

when the city of York demanded to capitulate, he was appoint-

ed one of the commiffioners for fettling the articles *, which mufc

c Clarendon's hidory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 719. Warwick's memoirs,

p. »ti. d Peerage of England, vol. ii. p. 180. ^ Dugdale's baron-

age, vol. iii. p. 48*. f Peerage of England, vol. ii. p. 181. He told

the fpeaker, " he would not fwear to live with that nobleman, becaufe he was

*' an old man, and might die befcie him, nor would he fwear to die with him,

** fincc the earl was going with an army againft the king, which he did not know
" hiw to free from treafon, and therefore could not lell what end that great

•' man might come to." Warwick's memoirs, p. m. The parliament's ex-

isellirg this gentleman merely for declaring his fentiment, is complained of in on<;

of the king's declarauons as a moft arLitrary proceeding. Clareadon'i biftory.

vol. iii. p. 106.

Vol. ii. E e ihave
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have been the pure eff'e6ls of perfonal merit, flnce he was then

but in his nineteenth year"^. We find him the next in the battle

cf Nafeby, and in the mouth of July, 1645, ^^^ ftormed the

town of Bridgewater ^. In September he commanded a brigade

in the ftorm of Briftol, where he performed very remarkable

fervice ; anc], on the loth of September, 1645, fubfcribed the

articles of the capitulation, granted to prince Rupert, on the

delivery of that important place to the parliament' ; the news

of which, in conjunction with cclonel Hammond, he was ap-

pointed to carry ; for which a thankfgiving was ordered ^.

But after all this warm fervice in the army, at an age when

few people have i^cen one, he fliewed no inclination to make the

fword the fupreme power; but when, by the artifices of their

leaders, the foldiers declared againil the parliament, and in June

1647 impeached eleven of its moft worthy members, he forbore

going to the houfe, where, when chofen, he fat as knight for

Huntingdonfliire. His acquaintance, however, with Cromwelly

the court paid hiui by that artful man, and his own generous

ui»fufpe6ling temper, drew him in to accept a feat at the board

of trcafury, and into a fliare of the tranlaclions in thofe times,

with which he was very much diilatisfied upon reflection. Af-

ter the Dutch war was over, he was brought into a command

of the fleets and was made choice of by the protector to be

joined with Blake, in his expedition into the Mediterranean'.' jl

Admiral Montague found abundance of difficulties to ftruggle

?.rith, at the very entrance on this affair; many of the officers

being difpleafed with the fervice in which they were to be enga-

ged, aitd not a few, influenced by their fcrupies, iniifted on lay-

ing down their commiffions. He managed this intricate builnefs

with great prudence and dexterity, fo as to-fhew a due and ftea-

dy regard to drfcipHne, without, however, running into any adls

of feverity: and this had a very happy effect ; lince, by that

time he came to fail, the fleet was pretty vifell fettled, and the

officers in general difpofed to act in obedience to orders ™.

S Riilhworth's h'flnricot coilefti->ns, vol. v. p. 657. h Ibid. vol. vi.

p. 56. i Heath's chrori'le, p. 85. Davies's Mftory of the civil war?,

t>. irt4. Rulhuvnrth's collccftions under the year 164$. p. S?, SS. k Whit-

Jccke's memori I5, p. i66\
'

^ Thiirloe's rtate papers, v< I. iv. p. 443.

Sec p, 53, 54. "» Tiniiloe".- (\»'e ptper^^vo). iv. y>, ; ,0. ;7i, jSp, 594.

In
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in the fpring of the year 1656, we find him in the Mediter-

ranean, where himfelf and his colleague, Blake, meciitated many-

great things. They once thought of attacking the Spanifli fleet

in the harbour of Cadiz; but, after attentively confidering the

port, it was refolved, in a council of war, that fuch an attempt

was impra£licable. Then Gibraltar was mentioned, as a place

that would be of great utility, in cafe it could be reduced.

Admiral Montague, in a letter to fecretary Thurloe, gave his

judgment of this projcdl with great figacity. According to his

fentiments, the only method of taking that fortrefs was, to land

a body of forces on the iifhmus, and thereby cut off the com-

munication of the town with the main ; and, in this fituation,

to make a briik attempt upon the place. Yet, as a proof of th«

faUibility of human underftanding, we find, in this very lettf r,

a propofal for fending five thoufand land-forces, on account ot

the hafi:y difpofition of the feamen, which rendered them unfit

to perform any efi'ecSlual fei'vice on illore ". When this place^

however, long after, was aiftualiy taken, it was wholly owing to

the vigour and adlivity of the fillers, and to that impetuofity in

particular which admiral Montague iniagined would be a hin-

drance in any enterprize of this kind.

When cruizing before Cadiz appeared to be of no great ad-

vantage, the fleet flood over to the oppofite fliOre of Barbary,

in order to reprefs the infolence of the Tripoli and Sallee rovers,

which was found no very eafy tafk; and therefore admiral

Montague could not forbear intimatiirg his defire, that we ihould

have fome good port in Africa, which he believed might anfwer

various ends, and efpcciaily conduce to the prefervation and aug-

mentation of our trade in the Levant... Hence, I fuppofe, grew

the firft notion ot getting Tangier into our hands, of which, a

year or two after, there was great difcourfe, as well as of the

benefits that would redound to the nation from the pofiTefiing it

;

and this in all probability migbt recommend the Portugal match lo

much to the favour of the earl of Manchefler, who, it is likely,

depended therein on the judgment of admiral Montague. At this

time, however, we find our admiral more inclined to take thati-

pr fome other place from the Portuguefc by force j for he enter-

" Thin loe'i fijtf papers, vol. v. p. 67— 6p.

E e 2 ?aini''-'~
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tained a very bad opinion of their fincerlty, though at laft the

terror of the Englifh fleet compelled them to make fuch a com-

pofition as fatlsfied the protetflor, and difappointed Montague in

his favourite defign of attacking their Bralil fleet °.

The warmth he exprefled in the difcharge of his command,

did not hinder the admiral from perceiving the great prejudice

done to our trade by the carrying on the Spanifh war, of which

he gives a fair and clear account in one of his difpatches to the

fecretary, wherein he complains, that he faw the Dutch, Ham-
burghers, and Genoefe, carrying on a mighty trade with bpain,

which, as he obferves, it was impoflible for them to hinder,

without engaging the ftate in a war with all the world, and

therefore propofed, that a fquadron of light frigates only might

be kept in thofe feas, and that the fleet fliould be employed

fomewhere elfe to more advantage p.

However, the protedtor's orders being pofitive, they returned

towards autumn into the road of Cadiz, where, in September

following, captain Stayntr made prize of the galleons. A full

account of their ftrength, and the money on board them, admi-

ral Montague fent into England as foon as they were taken
;

and, when he afterwards received directions to convoy the

prizes home, he fent another account of the filver on board

them, dcflring at the fame time, that fome perfons might be

fent down to meet the fleet at Portfmouth, in order to take

charge of the filver, and to make a farther fearch into the con*

tents of the galleons *•..

° Thurloc'' papers, vol. v. p. ip4, 195. P thid. vol. v. p. 170.

t Thi* letter is riire(!>ed 10 fecretary Thiirloe, and dated aboard the Ndfebjr,

at fca, off the Liiard, Oclober ai, 1656. In it he f?ys, '• There have been
'• feme miTcarriagcs, by the ihips that did take the flvps of Spain; but I (hall

" litlay to till of them here; and I judge the befl way to improve ineicies of

" rh;s kind is, to look forward : however, that is my hufinefs at this time. The
" f:lvtr they brought, is on board this fhip, and the vice-admiral; in the admi-
'• ral, «•« have five hundred and fifty fous of filver, and boxes of plate, and
«' nine pieces of filver not well refined, like fugar-loaves. In the vict-admirat
'' there ifi a. hundred and twenty-four fous of filver, all which we judge may
' product near two hundred tboufand pounds : I hope I fpeak the leaft, and
-•

tliat it will make much more. lo the galleons holds, aifo, there is that fpace

" be(ween the main-maft and the bulk head of tlje brtad room, not yet rurnma'
" ged." Thuiijc's fta:e p-pi'r:, vol. v, p, 509.

The
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The money, thus takqn from the Spaniards, was, though uu-

defervedly, the moft popular a£l in all Cromwell's adminiftra-

tion, and therefore, tHe utmoft pains were taken to give the po-

pulace a very high idea of this advantage. The filver was car-

ried in open carts, and ammunition waggons, through South-

wark, to the Tower of London; and, to make a Ihew of entire

confidence in the people, thele waggons had no greater guard

than ten foldiers^ As for admiral Montagu^ he had all the

compliments paid him, upon this occafion, that it was poffible

for him to defire ; the protc£lor car^fTed him exceedingly ; the

parliament, as we have elfewhere obferved, returned him thanks

by their fpeaker, and fome other honours he had received, if

with induftry he had not declined them ^

In 1657 he was appointed to command the fleet in the Downs,

and went accordingly on board it in the latter end of the month

of July. The defign of this fleet was to watch the Dutch, to

carry on the war with Spain, and facilitate the enterprize on

Dunkirk ; and in all thefe he did as much as could be expected

from him. Towards autumn he thought flt to make a journey

to the camp of the marfhal de Turenne, where he had a confe-

rence with him, in order to determine the propereft method o£

carrying on the war, and then returned on board the fleet, which

cruized in the channel till the beginning of winter ^ All this

time he feems to have been in the highefl: favour with the pro-

teftor, and to have had the flri^Steft intimacy with his family j

and yet, even then, the admi^^al entertained ferious thoughts of

retiring from public buflnels. What the reafon of this was, can-

not, at this diftance of time, be certainly recovered; but in all

probability, the fenie he had of the ftrange fervice he was put

upon In aflifting the French, and dilireffing the trade of all the

reft of the world, made him uneafy ". One thing is remark-

able, that, how much foever he difliked the orders that were

fent him, he executed them with the utmoft pun(ftuality ; fo that

' This appears from a letter of the Dutch ambafTador Nieuport, to the ftates-

gcneral, dated Nov. 17, N. S. 1656. Thiirioc's ftate papers, vol, v. p. a(Sp.

* Lord Sandwich's journal, MS. See alfo p. 54. in the n-tes. ' Thefe

fafts are coUeftcd from various letters in the iixth volume of Thurloe's ftate

papers. >' We have thefe particulars in a very curious letter frora lord

Broghill to Mr. Moiuagiie, difTuading him from retiring. Dated from Ybughall,

Nov. io, i6$7. Tfaurloe's ftate papers, vol, vi. p. Ciz.'"''
th-c
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the Dutch, whofe fliips he fearched for filver, made a heavy

complaint againft him ''.

We may likewife gather, from his letters to Cromwell, and

the inftru£lions he received, that he was not a little embarrafled

about the protector's future defigns ; and yet it is plain enough,

that Richard delired the admiral fliould rather regulate things

by his own difcretion, than be able to juflify himfelf, in refpe^l

to his conduft, from the letter of his orders. This particularly

appears in the bufinefs of the flag ; upon which that proteclor

wrote him an epiftle with his own hand, commanding, in ex-

prefs terms, that he fliould inCft upon the honour of the flag

from all nations, within the limits of the Britifli feas, and yet

telling him as exprefsly, that he knew not what thofe limits were;

adding, at the fame time, that he was to execute thefe orders

with caution, fince peace and war depended on them \

After the death of Oliver, and the fetting up of Richard^

admiral Montague was fixed upon to command the great fleet

fcnt to the north, which, as it was in itfelf the wifeft and belt

meafure entered upon in thofe tim.es, fo this fleet was beyond

comparifon the moft conflderable that had been fitted out fince

the Dutch war ; and therefore I think myfelf obliged to give a

fliort account of it ". The Nafeby, on board which the admiral

hoifted his flag, carried feventy guns, and fix hundred men ; the

Refolution had the like number of men, and eighty guns ; there

were fourteen fliips carrying each fifty pieces of cannon and up-

wards, twenty-eight forty gun fliips, or near it, four of thirty

guns, bcfides twelve fmaller velTels, carrying from twenty-two

to twenty-eight pieces of cannon j in all fixty fhips, and on board

them eleven thoufand eight hundred and twenty men ^.

The admiral went on board in the fpring of the year 1659,

and on the 7th of April he wrote to the king of Sweden, the

king of Denmark, and the Dutch admiral OpJam, to inform

^' Thurloe's (late papers, vol. vii. p. jj5. ^ Ibid. p. 633. where

the reader may find Richard Cromwell's letter, rf five lines, on this important

fubjeft. y As to the true grounds of fitting out tl.is n^et, and the ends

it was intended to anfwer, confnlt Clareiid-^n's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi.

p. 730. Heath's chronicle, p. 416. Davies's hirtory of the civil wars, p. 363.

Bates's elencus motiium, p. ii. p. izp, 130. z Xj^,is account 1 take from

iwo lifts ill Thurloc's colleftian, and from one in MS.

them
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ihem of the motives that had induced the protestor to fend fo

flrong a fleet into the Baltic, and that his inftruiStions were not

to refpe<Sl the private advantage of England by making war, but

the public tranquillity of Europe, by engaging the powers of the

north to enter into an equitable peace*.

Before the admiral failed, the parliament thought proper to

tie him down by very ftri£l inftrudtions, which left him no real

power, but obliged him to a<ft in conjundlion with their commif-

fioners, colonel Algernon Sidney, Sir Robert Honeywood, and

Mr. Thomas Boon ; and at the fame time they took an occaflon

to (hew they had no great kindnefs for him, by giving away his

regiment of horfe j fo that we may fuppofe he left England in

none of the warmeft difpofitions for their fervice^. When he

arrived in the Sound, he took his fliare witja other minifters in

negociation, and made it fufhciently evident, that he had a genius

as capable of Ihining in the cabinet, as of commanding at fea or

on fhore. While he was thus employed, king Charles, being

very well informed as to his temper, principles, and (inO: con-

jun£lion with the protedlor's family, thought this a proper time

(that family being entirely laid afide) to make a trial of his affec-

tions, and therefore fent a perfon with two letters, one from

himfelf, and the other from chancellor Hyde, to be delivered to

him, if poflible, without the privity of his colleagues.

The fcheme was rational, and well laid, but the meflenger

very indifferently chofen. He was one whofe loyajty was apt to

dance upon his tongue in thofe perilous times, when wife men
kept it clofe in their hearts ; and it was with fome difficulty that

the admiral preferved him from fuffering by his indifcvction.

Yet thefe letters, and the perfuafions of a near relation of his,

who undertook to ftate the merits of the royal caufe fairly, had

fuch an effe£l; on admiral Montague's mind, that he returned

immediately to his duty, and returned with all that warmth and

fincerity iticideiu to great minds, confcioiis of former failings.

The fervice vhe king expecleJ from him was failing fpcedily back

to England, that the fleet might be ready to aft in conjundlion

.witli Sir George Booth, and other perfbns of diftindtion, who
were difpolcd to hazard their lives for the fervice of tiieir coun-

^ Thefe Inters are la Thmlof's flatc pspsrs, vol. vil. and in lord S*n<iwich's

journal. b ThiirJoe'.^ (Ht^^spers, vol. vii, p. CSo, tfSi.

try I
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try ; on weighing which propofal, Mr. Montague found it To

plaufible, that he refolved to run any hazard, rather than not

contribute as much as in him lay to put it in execution, con-

ceiving that, if this opportunity was miffed, another equally

promiling might not quickly happen '^.

Colonel Algernon Sidney was a man of quick parts, and deep

penetration : he foon difcerned fome change in Mr. Montague's

condu^, and purfued his difcoveries fo clofely, that he hiilled

very little of coming at his whole fecret. The admiral, obferving

Lis fufpicions, called a council of war, and therein made a clear

and clofe fpeech, in which he fhewed them plainly the little hope

there was of doing any thing for the honour of England, by re-

maining where they were ; that to fight they had nO authority;

and, if they were to remain neuter, they might as well fail home.

He then laid before them the accounts he had received from his

and their native country of the great ftruggles between the army

and the parliament, whence he took occaGon to hint., that them-

felves had a great ilake there, and that, if a new government

was to be fettled, fome refpeft ought to be had to the fleer. He
concluded with faying^ that he readily fubmitted his fentiments

to a free debate, and that he was determined to a£l according to

their judgment : but that one thing mufi: be noted, provifions

were already become fcarce, it was very difficult to obtain fup-

plies; and therefore, if they refolved to ftay, they muft refolve

alfo to live at fliort allowance.

The queftioii was foon decided; and. in confequence of the

council's opinion, admiral ^Montague weighed immediately, ana

failed to England <i. On his arrival he found things in a very

unexpefted and difagreeable fituation j Sir George i3ooth clofe

prifoner in the Tower, the parliament reflored to theif authority,

and a warm charge againft himfelf come to hand from colonel

Sidney. Immediately on his arrival he fct out for London, at-

tended the parliament, and gave there an account of his conducl

with fo much wifdom and eloquence, that even fuch as difliked

it knew not what to objecSl", and were therefore very well fatls-

fied with difmifnng him from his command, to which Lawiori

" Clarendon's hiftory, vol. vi. p; 730, 731. d Hiatli'? clironici.%

p. <iz6. Memoirs of the rfHoraiion, a MS,

was
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•Was appointed, 3 rigid Anabaptifl:, and one in whom they had

the greateft confidence*.

After fuch an efcape, Mr. Montague, as it was very natural,

withdrew to his own efiate, with a defign to enjoy, in privacy and

peace, the remainder of his life: this made him concern hinifdf

yery little, if at all, in the following public tranfadtions before

Monk's coming into England. After this, when that general

lliewed a defire that admiral Montague fliould be reftored to his

command, he fent privately to the king tor his approbation, be-

fore he would accept it. Having obtained this, he fent his ma-

jefty a lift of fuch ofEcers in the fleet as might be confided in,

and of fuch as he apprehended muft be reduced by force. He
likewife defired to know, whether the king had any affurance of

the general ; but was, at the fame time fo cautious, as to defire

no notice might be taken to his excellency how his inclinations

ftood f.

On his coming on board the fleet, he found things ftrangely

altered ; for Lawfon, from whom he expefted mofl oppofition,

was become as ready to ferve the king as himfelf : upon which

he laid by all referve ; and, as foon as he received his majefty's

letter, dlre£led to himfelf and general Monk, he failed with the

fleet to Holland, leaving only two or three fliips to attend tlie

parliament-commlihoners. This was a very warm teftimony of

his affe£lion for the king's fervice, and as fuch was received by

his majefty : but when it was obferved, that the parliament-

commiflioners looked upon it as a mark of difrefpe£l:, the king

was pleafed to cover Mr. Montague, by fending him an order

that was antedated. Soon after, he had the honour to convoy

his majefty to England, who, within two days from his landing at

Dover, fent Sir Edward Walker, garter king at arms, to deliver

him his declaratory letters, with the ribband and George of the

moft noble order of the garter, which he prefented him on tlie

28th of May, in the morning, in his fhip, then riding in the

Downs s.

Among i,he honours conferred on fuch as had been particu-

larly inftrumental in reftoring his majefty to his juft rights, our

^ Seep. (So. f Clarendon's hiOory, vol. vi. p. 764. 8 Walker's

hiftorical account of the knights of the garter, a MS. p. 104. pcjies Joh. Anftis

arm. See alfo p. 61,

Vol.. II. Ff admiral
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admiral had his fiiare; and by letters patent, dated the i2tTi

July 1660, he was created baron Montague of St. Neots, in

the county of Huntingdon, vifcount Hinchinbrooke, in the fame

county, and earl of Sandwich in Kent, fworn of his majefty's

mofi: honourable privy- council, made mafter of the king's ward-

robe, admiral of the narrow''fea3 ; and lieutenant-admiral to the

duke of York, as lord high-adn^iral af England. At his ma-

jefty's coronation his lordihip carried St. Edward's ftaff, and

wao now looked upon as one of the king's principal miniflers,

as well as the perfon chiefly intrufied with the care of the fleet''.

He conflantly attended the council, when any tranfaiTlions rela-

ting to foreign affairs were under debate, andialways gave his

ooinion like a good fubjecc and a true patriot. When the mar-

riage with the infanta was concluded, he brought her majefly

over, and performed other fervices, as has been already men-

tioned '.

Kis lorJfTup has been afperfed for joining, as is furmifed, with

the duke of Albemarle, in the project for giving up Dunkirk to

the French. I have already examined this affair fo fully, that I

fhall fay but little of it here, and only as it relates to this noble

perfon. The thing was propofed but by halves ar the council j.

and, at firff, the ftrength and importance of the place was only

canvafied : upon which the earl of Sandwich (who knew it as

well as any man) faid, that the coaft of Dunkirk was generally

-lb tempeftuous, and the ground fo rolling, upon every ftorm,

that there never could be any certain fleerage to the porf.

This was the ti-uth, and nothing morci yet was the earl flu'

from propofing that it fliould be put into the hands of the

French, though he judged it too expenfive for his mafter to

keep; and therefore he declared for demoliiliing it'. How this

propolition came to be rejected, I cannot fay; but it is plain,

that though the earl of Sandwich did not fet a higher value up-

'" Pat. 12 Car. II. Philip's continuation of Baker's chronicle, p. 738, 73?.

Kcnnet's chronicle, p. 417. in which there is a complete rclitioti of the coro-

nation ; at which ceremony his lordlLip, in conjunftion with the dukes of Uiick-

ingham and Albetnarfe, and the earl of Berklhire, allilied in holding a rich pall,

of cloth of gold, over the king's head, during the time that prince was anoint-

ing hy the archbilhop. i See p. 83. 1^ Wiiich is the cxprefTion

mentioned by Echard. 1 The French king cakes notice of thi.', iti his

anfwer to Gouni d'iiflrddes of Au^ud ^7.

on
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on Dunkirk, than, in the condition it was then, the place de--

ferved
;

yet he never defired to fee it fall into the hands of the

French, as has been very falfely, and, I very much fufpe^l, ma-

licioufly aflerted.

When the Dutch war began, in 1664, the earl of Sandwich,

went heartily into the meafure, as conceiving it for the honour

and intereft of England ; and when the duke of York took up-

on him the command of the fleet as high-admiral, his lordfhip

commanded the blue fquadron; and, by his induflry and care,

abundance of the enemy's fliips were taken, and the beft part

of their Bourdeaux fleet ^-. In the great bartle fought on the

3d of June 1665, wherein the Dutch loft tbeir admiral Opdam,

and had eighteen men of war taken, and fourteen deftroyed, «i

large fhare of the honour of the victory was juftly given to the^

condu<51: of the earl of Sandwich; who, about noon, fell with-

the blue fquadron into the centre of tlie enemy's fleet, and

thereby began that confufion, which ended foon after in a plain

flight". Moft of our hiftorJans agree, that if this vi6lory had

been properly purfued, the Dutch fleet had been totally ruined;'

and the neglefl of this advantage is, as I have elfewhere obfer-

ved", by fome, without juft grounds, charged en the duke of

York. On the return of the Engliili na^y, his majefty, at the

requeft of the queen-motlier, declared the duke Hiould not ex-

pofe his perfon again on board the fleet; but that the command

of it fhould be left to the earl of Sandwich ; v/ho was ordered

to employ his utmofl diligence to put it, as fpeedily as poflible,

in a condition to return to the Dutch coaft; v;hich he accord-

ingly performed*-

The earl of Sandwich failed on the 5th of July with lixty men

of war to the coaft of Holland, wearing the royal ftandard of

England, and having under him feveral of the bravefl fcamen

that perhaps ever bore the Englifli flags. Finding the Dutch fleet

not at fea, and having information that both their Eall India and

Smyrna fleets were to return north about, be refolved to fleer

m See p. 91. " Seep. 95. * S'e p. co—lor. where tlrrs

affair is treated very copiouily. P P'lilips, Kennet, F.chard. ]n the

earl of Clarendon's fpeech, as chancellor, to the parliament at Oxford, 0£tober

10, i66j, the keep'ng the dnke at home is reprefented as a msrk of the king's

tendernefs for his royal highnefs's perfon.

F f 2 f'>^
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for tlie coaft of Norway, in hopes of meeting with them : nor

was this a difFicult thing, fince it was fopn after known, that

they had taken fl e'ter in the port of Berghen''. We have al-

ready given fome account of this atflion, but referved a more

particular detail of it for this place, to which it properly belongs,

the rather, becaufe the attempt on the Dutch fleet in the harbour

of Berghen was the occafion of our war with Denmark, which

fome have ventured to charge on the earl of Sandwich, as

brought about by his ill management ; whereas, in truth, he did

every thing that could be expected from an experienced officer,

jind a man of honour, as we fiaall fliew i\i few words, becaufe

Our naval hiftorians are very unaccountably filent on this head.

Sir Gilbert Talbot was then envoy at the court of the king of"

Denmark ; and he, finding a difpofition in that prince to fill his

coffers at the expence of the Dutch, propofed to him, as the

moft effe<Stual way of doing it, feizing on their fleets in his har-

bour, which would indemnify him for all the lofles he complain-

ed of, and bring into his treafury many millions of dollars. The

king of Denmark readily embraced the proietl, and inflfled only

on one obje£lion, which was, his own want of force to execute

it. Sir Gilbert immediately anfwered this by faying, that he did

not doubt but the king of England, would furnifli him wiih a

jfleet fufficient to make prize of all the Dutch fhips, on condition

that the profit oftheenterprize fhould be divided between them j

to which hisDnnifli majefly very readily ailented';. This propofal,

being tranfmitted to the Englifli court, was as \villingly clofed

with, and advice thereof fent to the earl of Sandwich. As this

was a tranfa£l;ion very little to the king of Denmark's honour,

fo he infifled upon it, that the agreement Ihould not be put into

writing : and this nicety it was that fpoiled the whole aflair; for,

when the earl of Sandwich had inteUigence of de Ruyters being

«? Philips's c->ntintialion of Heath's chronicle, p. 541. Kennet's hiHory of

Englan;}, vol. iii. p. 177, Burchei's naval hinory, p. ^()c>. Le Clerc hifloirc

Jes provinces unies, tome ii!. liv. xiv. > " A true ancl perfeft narra-

'' tive of the late fecret ne^^ociation in Denmark, !>y Sir Gilbert Talbut, MS."

This pifce was in tJie hands both of 'uifhop Burnet and Mr. Echard, who have

made ufe of it in tlieir hiltories. I have likewife conCiilted another piece, pub-

lifhed by authority, intitled, " A true deduction of all the tranfitftions between

'* his majefly of Great Britdin, and the king of Denmark;" which di;fcrs, in

«>4ny lelpeft., from Sir Gilbert Talbot's r:iauon,

retired
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retired ^yith the Eaft India fleet into Berghen, he refolved not to

flip Co fair an opportunity, but to fail thither with the urmoft ex-

pedition. FJe fent, however, Mr. Wordenj a gentleman of dif-

tindtion, to Sir Gilbert Talbot, to inform him, that he was

determined not to lofe the opportunity of attacking the Dutch

fleet, and therefore defired that he would fend him a diflinft

account of the nature of the king of Denmark's engagements,

that he might the better know what he was doing. Sir Gilbert

took fome pains to comply with this requefl, but by various un-

lucky accidents they were all fruftrated, and the earl pf Sand-

wich arrived in thofe feas, without hearing any thing from the

envoy ^.

Sir Thomas Tyddiman, being fent with a ftout fquadron to

block up the port of Eerghen, appeared before it on the i ft of

Auguft, 1665. The firft thing he did was to fend a gentleman

to the governor, to inform l^im of the defign, and to inquire

what orders he had. To this the governor anfwered, that as ye(

he had none, but that he expe£led them by the poO: in two or

three days, and therefore defired the Englifl-i would defift from

making any attempt for that time. The fame evening, however,

the caftle fired upon the Englifli fleet, and did fome mifchief

;

and the Dutch were fuffered by the governor to bring feventy

pieces of cannon on fliore to fortify their line. Admiral Tyddi-

man, perceiving this, immediately called a council of war,

wherein he laid the wliole matter before his officers, who, after

a full and free debate, refolved to lofe no time, but to attack the

Dutch fleet the next morning-, and this for three reafons. i . Be-

caufe the Danifh governor had not given theiri any direil an-

fwer, or promifed them any fort of favour or afliftance. 2. If

the Dutch had farther time given them to fortify themfelves, an

attempt might become impracticable. 3. That the grand Dutch

fleet was now at fea, and might probably come into their relief%

before the Danilh governor would acknowledge his receiving

orders.

This refolution taken. Sir Thomas Tyddiman gave all his

captains ftri6l charge, that they fliould not fire againft tlie caf-

ties or ports, and fliould alfo be very careful to direct all their

s sir Gilbert Talbot's rehtion before cited. ^ Dedu(flion of all tranf-

aftions between hin majeily of Great Britain, &c. p. ii.

fhot
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fhot low at the hulls of tlie Dutch fliips, to prevent, as far as

they could, any damage happening to the town that lay behind

the fhips ; both which orders all the fcamen did unanimoufly

agree were performed, according as, in the feveral conferences

M'ith the governor, thofe directions were promifed to be given.

The difpute continued till near eight of the clock, during which

time, it is true, the caftle hung out a white flag, but to what

intent the Englifh could not guefs ; for the fearaen, whofe fla-

tion was neareft to it, agreed alfo in this point, that the caftle

never left firing from fome quarter or other. They were led to

imagine from thence, that the Dutchmen, who might have

been taken in for the ftrengthening the caftle, had fired againft

the general's orders during the time of hanging out the white

flag, as indeed it proved ; for thtre were at leaft three hundred

of them there.

The greatefl: mifchief that the Lnglifti received was from the

artillery in the caftle, which by accidental fliots cut fome haw-

fers that kept the firft line together : and fo, to avoid falling foul

one on another, they were forced from their ft-ations, and, when

thev were out of the reach of the Dutch guns, the fort upon the.

outmoft point on the ftarboard fide played upon them afrefti, the

guns of which the Englifli had once filenced during the engage-

ment ; but, being remounted, they, in their going off, had many

of their nven killed by them : notwithftanding which, the Eng-

lifli came that day to anchor within the rocks of Norway, five

leagues diftant from Eerghcn, having no pilots that could (liew

them anchoring hold nearer for fo many fhips together.

"While the Englifla were repairing their fliips, the Danifh go-

vernor endeavoured to draw them into a new negociation, affirm-

i.nfT, that now he had received his m.after's orders, and was con-

tent to afford them what afaftance he could. But, after mature

deliberation, it was not thought proper to truft to thefe promi-

fes "
; and therefore, en the laft of Anguft, the earl filled with

the

'I True dedu£l:on of the franfafVions between his najifly of Great Rritaii,

<b-c. p. II, 11. It mul> be alhwed, that th^fe hHi are contradicted by the MS.

account of Sir Gilbert Talbor, to which both Echard and Burnet have adhered,

and, cnnfcqiiently, lay all the blame on Sir Thomas Tyddiman and the earl of

Sandwich. Bur, beftdes the Deduction's being a public paper, owned by king

Qiarles 11. and confeqiiently more authentic than Sir Gilbert Talbot's relation,

thcjs
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the reft of his fleet towards the coaft of Holland; but, fufFerinsr

much by a ftorm, his fliips were forced back again to the north-

ward ; and on the 4th of September he met with four Dutch

Eaft Indiamen, and feveral other of their merchant- fliips under

a good convoy; and, though the ftormy weather favoured their

cfcape, yet he took eight men of war, two of their richeft EaHi

India Ihips, and twenty fail of their merchantmen. On the 9th

alfo a part of our fleet fell in with eighteen fail of the enemy,

the greateft part of which they took, with four m-en of war, and

above a thoufand prifoners *.

On his return the earl was received by the king with diftln-

guifhed marks of favour ; but his royal highnefs's condudl in the

great engagement on the 3d of June being much cenfured, and

the king declaring the duke of York fliould go no more to fea^

as the earl's behaviour in the fame atftion had been much ap"-

plauded, left his continuance in the fole command of the fleet

might be interpreted to the difadvantage of the duke, and our

aff"airs in Spain requiring an extraordinary embaffy to be fent into

that kingdom, his majefty difpatched the earl of Sandwich to

the court of Madi'id to mediate a peace between the crowns of

Spain and Portugal'^. This negociation was a work of equal dif-

ficulty and importance : we had many things to alk from Spain in

favour of trade, and there was nothing to which the Spaniards

were lefs inclined than to make peace v/ith Portugal, and, ia

order to that, to own it for an independent kingdom. The earl

of Sandwich, however, managed his bufinefs with fuch addrels,

that he concluded a moft advantageous treaty for us with the

court of Spain, confifting of forty articles, and this, too, in a fur-

prifing ftiort fpace of time, if we confider the nature of Spanilh

there is in the former a copy of tlie governor's letter, which flatly contra<Ii£ls (he

fiiblhnce of the fame ktter given in Sir Gilbert's account, whicii I take to be, at

bottoni, rather an apology for his own conduiTt. The truth feems to be, that

tt.e earl of Sandwich confidcred this whole negociation as a dilhonourable thing ;

and indeed it is very apparent, that if no refpedt at all had been had to this agree-

ment, but the Englifh had attacked the enemy's fleet without giving them lime to

f»r.ify themfelves, the whole, or at leaf! the greateft part, niuft have been either

luiik or taken.

^^ See p, 104. X Pliirps's continuation of Hc:th') chror.kk, p. 5.;;,

Sm5.

ncfTO-
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negociations ; for his lordfliip arrived at Madrid on the 28th c^

May, 1666, and the treaty was figned the 13 th of May, 1667 y.

Hislordlliip applied hinifelf next to the other part of hisconi-

mifiion, and by infixing principally on the interefts of Spain,

and making it evident that the continuance of the Portugal war

would be the total ruin of their affairs, and that a peace

might be made without the leaft prejudice to their honour, at

that juncture, he fo far prevailed as to gain the queen of Spain's

ccnfent, that a treaty fliould be fet on foot under the mediatiori

of the crown of Great Britain. The great and unufual confi-

dence} repofed in him upon this occaiion, was managed with.

fuch dexterity by the earl of Sandwich, that, in three weeks

after his arrival at Lifbon, he concluded a peace between the

tVr'o nations to their rliutual fatisfaction. This treaty was Ggned

the 13th of February, 1668^; and as it was extreniely advan-

tageous to the Poruiguefe, (who, confidering the diftraiflred ftate

of their government, had very little reafon to expect fo fortu-

jiate ari event), it was no lefs honourable in the mediation to

the crown of Great Britain.

Upon the conclufion of thefe treaties, the earl of Sandwicli

.was complimented both by the king and duke under their hands,

;and his great fervices acknowledged in fuch terms as they mod
certainly deferved ; which letters do no lefs honour to the me-

mory of the princes who wrote them, than his to whom they

were written. Many of the difpatches, penned by his lordfliip

in this embaffy, have been made public, and remain fo many

indelible marks of his wifdom, integrity, and public fpirit. They

ierve alfo to fhew how unnecefiary a qualification cunning is in

a public minifter ; for they are written with a plainnefs that can-

not be counterfeited, and manifeft in their compofition a flrength

of genius capable of carrying its point, by fetting truth in a ftrong

as well as proper light, without the afllfiance of any of thofe

little arts, which are fo much and fo undefervedly admired in

modern politicians.

As he was too quick-fighted to be deceived, he had too much
candour to impofe on any with whom he tranfa£\ed ; and, when

this temper of his became thoroughly known, he was able to do

all things in Spain: for, being well informed of the nobility of

y Seep. :3x. 2 K^jj.

his
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t^is birth, and his great aiSlions at fea, and having themfelves

i^ccived repeated proofs of his ftricl regard to honour, thev rea-

dily believed every thing he faid, and willingly aflented to what-

ever he propofed. After the conclufion of the treaty with Por-

tugal, he returned again to Madrid, where he fpent fome time

in fettling affairs, and confirming that court in the opinion, that

Britain was its mofl ufeful and natural ally, and, then taking his

leave, arrived September 19, 1668, at Portfmouth^. On his re-

turn to court, he was received with all imaginable teftimonies of

refpedl by the king and duke, who were equally folicitous in fix-

ing him to a good opinion of thofe meafures upon which they

vrere then entering.

The intercourfe with our colonies by this time was become

very confiderable ; and, growing daily more and more advanta-

geous to the nation, his majefty was gracioufly pleafed to eredl a

council for infpe<5ling matters relating to trade, and for the fpe-

ieial encouragement of the plantations. As this was in itfelf a

very popular act, fo king Charles, who knew as well as any

jprince the art of pleafing his fubjeds, when he thought fit to

practife it, judged it convenient to put at the head of this new

council a mati as acceptable in his charadler, as the proje£l was

in its nature; and this determined him to the choice of the earl

of Sandwich, who, Auguft 3, 1670, was fworn prefident of the

council of plantations ; and in that quality he fwore the duke of

York, prince Rupert, the duke of Buckingham, and other per-

fons of the liigheft qualityj who were declared members there-

of''. In this capacity, as well as in that of vice-admiral and

privy-counfellor, he gave no fmall diflurbance to the Cabal :

for, in the firft place, he was a fincere and zealous Proteftant

;

hext, he was a true Englifliman, loyal to his prince, but fleady

in the caufe of his country, an enemy alike to fadlion, and to

every thing that looked like arbitrary power. He was, befides,

for regarding no qualification but merit in the preferments of

the navy, declaring upon all occafions againfl fhewing favour to

the relations of peers, or other perfons of dilHndtion, to the pre-,

judice of fuch as had ferved longer or better. This rendered hin^

* Pointer's ehronol^gical hiftorian, vol, i. p. iz6. b See the gazette

of that date.

Vol. II. G g the
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the darling of the fleet, who, after the death of the duke of

Albemarle, looked upon him as their father and proteclor;

-which, however, gained him a great many enemies amongft fuch

as could not bear the thwarting of their private interefls, though

for the fake of the pubhc good. The fecret hiftories of thofe

times (to which I mufi; own I do not always give credit) infinu-

ate, that his royal highnefs the duke of York was difpleafed with

him : but, however that might be, it is very certain, that the

king had always a juft fenfe of the earl of Sandwich's fervices,

ind fhewed him upon every occafion, as much favour and eftecm

as he did to any of his fubje(51:s *=.

On the breaking out of the third and laft Dutch war, his

lordfliip went to fea with the duke of York, and commanded

the blue fquadron, the French admiral, count d'Eftrees, com-

manding the white. The fleet was at fea in the beginning of the

month of ^lay, and towards the end of that mouth came to an

anchor in Southwold bay, in order to take in water. We are

told, that on the 27th, which was Whitmonday, there was

great merry-making on board the fleet, and many officers and

fcamen were permitted to go on fliore, and wei-e at Southwold,

Dunwich, and Aldborough. Things being in this Situation, and

the weather withal very heazy, the earl of Sandwich delivered it

as his opinion, at a council held in the evening, that, the wind

{landing as it did, the fleet rode in danger of being furprifed by

the Dutch, and therefore he thought ic advifable to weigh an-

chor, and get out to fea : to this the duke of York, it is faid,

made fuch an anfwer as feemed to hint, that the earl fpoke out

of fear ; which infinuation, if really made, was certainly both

barbarous and unjuft'^. I cannot fay who it was that firft re-

ported this ftory ; but of this we may be pofitive, that, as it Is

reported by a certain author, it could not poflibly be true *^.

Several

•^ BiGiop Pdrker'i hlilory of his own times, p. 151. d See Echard's

hiftory, p. 883. Cil'jmna roftrata, p. 117.

<= This author is bilhop Burret, who, in the hiflory of his own times, fa>s,

•' I fay nothing of the fea-fight in Solbay, in which dc Ruyter had the glory of

" furprifing the EngliOi fleet, when they were thinking Icfs of engaging the enc-

" my, than of an extravagant preparation for the ufnal diforders of the 19th of

•* May; which he prevented, hy engaging them on the aSth."— It is an odd

whim of this prelate, that, becaufe people might be difpofed to be drunk on the

ipih, they fhould be out of their wit; on the iSth, Now the truth of the mat-

rer
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Several very judicious perfons have inclined to think, that it was

framed long after the tranfa£lion, in order to heighten fome cir-

cumftances which we (hall prefently relate.

On the 28th of May, between two and three in the morning,

the fleet was informed of the approach of the Dutch ; upon

which his royal highnefs made the fignal for weighing anchor,

and getting out to fea ; and, the occafion being of fo preffing a

nature, many of the captains were obliged to cut their cables.

The blue fquadron, however, was out firft, and in good order,

the red next, and the white, in its proper ftation, much a-flern f.

The earl of Sandwich, in his fine {hip the Royal James, which

carried one hundred pieces of cannon and about eight hundred

men, began the fight, and fell furiouily on the fquadron of van

Ghent : this he did, not from a principle of diftinguifhing him-

felf by an a£l of heroic valour-, for he knew his character was

too well eftablillied to need that ; his view was, to give the reft

of the fleet time to form ; and in this he carried his point.

Captain Brakel, in the great Holland, a fixty-gun fhip, depend-

ing on the afliflance of his fquadron, attacked the Royal James,

but was foon difabled, as were feveral other men of war j and

three fire-lliips were funk. By this time moft of his men were

killed, and the hull of the Royal James fo pierced with fliot;,

that it was impoilible to carry her Oiff".

ter was, that the feaQing happened on the 17th, becsnfe it was the M'-mday m
Whitfun-week; but fome people hare a great mind to fet a black mark upon the

apth of May, and on the charaQer of general Monk for the fame reafon. Yet

let us once m ire hear his lordfliip :
—" The admiral of the blue (quadron was

" burnt by a fire-fhip, after a long engagement with a Dutch iTiip, much inferior

" to him in flrength. In it the earl of Sandwicb periftrd, with a great many
" about him, who would not leave him, as he would not leave his Oiip, by a.

** piece of obftinate courage, to which he v^as provoked by an innocent reflec •

•* tion the duke made on an advice he had offered, of drawing near the Oiore,

" and avoiding an engagement; as if in that he took more care of himfelf than

** of the king's honour."—We have fecn above, that the earl's advice was, to

put to fea, that they might engage the fooKcr, ai;d not be furprifed. The Dutch

gazette treated the earl's memory better than this bifhop ; for in it we find,

" The earl of Sandwich engaged for feveral hours with many of our men of

" war, diiabled feven of our (hips, among which was lieutenant-admiral Vaq
" Ghent's, vice-admiral Van Niffe's, and captain Brakd's; and after putting

V off three fire-(hips, was at laft burnt by the fourth."

f I take this from Mr. Savilc's letter to the earl of Ailington, then fccretary

of ftate, and publithed by authority.

G g 2 In
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In this diftrefs he might have been relieved by his vice-admi-

ral, Sir Jofeph Jordan, if that gentleman had not been more;

folicitous about afRfting the duke : when, therefore, he faw hini

fail by, heedlefs of the condition in which he lay, he faid to

thofe who were about him, " There is nothing left for us now,

*' but to defend the ihip to the laft man j" and thofe who knew

him readily underRood, that, by the laft man, he meant him-

felf. When a fourth fire-flr.p had grappled him, he begged his

captain, Sir Richard Haddock, and all his fervants, to get into

the boat, and fave themfelves; v/hich they did: yet fome of the

failors would not quit the admiral, but ftaid, and endeavoured

at his command to put out the fire, which, in fpite of all their

efforts, they could not do; and fo they perilhed together, the;

fliip blowing up about noon s. The Dutch writers give a diffe-

rent account of this matter : they fay, that the earl, and one of

his fons, were fmothered in the long-boat, by the crew jumping

in upon them-*^; which cannot be true, fince the genuine caufe

of the earl's remaining on board was, his apprehenfion that be

might be taken in the long-boat, and made a fpeclacle to the

Dutch ; the fame thought which occurred to the duke of Albe-

marle, and determined him, in cafe no other way was left, to

blow up his fhip and himfelf.

Such as afcribe this refolution to the refentment of what his

royal highnefs had faid the evening before, afperfe one great

man's chara£^er, in order to tarnifh another's. It is a ftrange

pleafure that fome malevolent people take, in attributing the

nobleft aclions to the v/orfl: motives, and always prefuming that;

to be the fpring of a man's condu£t, which feems leaft fit to be

fo. In this cafe, from the temper of the perfon, and the cir-

cumftanccs attending his death, there is the higheft reafon in the

vv-orld to prefume, that he facrificed himfelf from a prhiciple of

public fpirit. Why, then, fliould we be fo inhuman, as to fancy

he did it from private pique? The ancient Romans would have

had nobler notions : they would have faid, he devoted himfelf

for his country, and merited, by his manner of dying, the vic-

tory which enfued.

i Gazette, May 30, 1571. See alTo p. na. ^ B^fnage annales des

provinces unics, :-r3, ii. p. i^B. Le Clerc hifloire de$ provinces unies, fm.

His
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His lordfliip's body was found, near a fortnight afterwards

;

and the king teftified, by the honours he paid to the corpfe,

jiow much he admired the man, how fenfible of his hard fate,

and how willing he was to mingle with the duft of his anceftors,

the remains of fuch as died glorioufly in their country's fervice.

The fa6l Hands thus in the Gazette

:

Harwich, June 10.

*' This day the body of the right honourable Edward earl

" of Sandwich, being, by the order upon his coat, difcovered

" floating on the Tea, by one of his majefty's ketches was taken

" up, and brought into this port ; where Sir Charles Littleton,

«« the governor, receiving it, took immediate care for its em-
*< balming, and honourable diipofing, till his majefry's pleafure

<* Ihould be known concerning it ; for the obtaining of which,

«• his majefty was attended at Whitehall, the next day, by the

*' mafter of the faid veflel, who, by Sir Charles Littleton's

*' order, was fent to prefent his majefty with the George found

" about the body of the faid earl, which reniained, at the time

«« of its taking up, in every part unblemiflied, faving fome im-

" preffions made by the fire upon his face and breaft : upon
« which his majefty, out of his princely regard to the great

" defervings of the faid earl, and his unexampled performances

»' in this laft a6l of his life, hath refolved to have his body
«' brought up to London, there, at his charge, to receive the

*' rites of funeral due to his great quality and merits".

" The earl of Sandwich's body being taken out of one of his

<' majefty's yachts at Deptford on the 3d of July, 1672, and

*' laid in the moft folemn manner in a fumptuous barge, pro-

" ceeded by v/ater to Weftminfter-bridge, attended by the king's

" barges, his royal highnefs the duke of York's, as alfo with

*' the feveral barges of the nobility, lord-mayor, and the feve-

" ral companies of the city of London, adorned fuitable to the

" melancholy occafion, with trumpets and other mufic, that

" founded the deepeft notes. On pafling by the Tower, the

" great guns there were difcharged, as well as at Whitehall

;

«' and, about five o'clock in the evening, the body being taken

** out of the barge at Weftminfter-bridge, there was a procefFion

i Gazette, June 13, i<57*,

« to



238 MEMOIRSoF
« to the abbey-church with the higheft magnificence. Eight

<* earls were afliftant to his Ion Edward, earl of Sandwich, chief

«< mourner, and moft of the nobility and perfons of quality in

" town gave their alTiftance to his interment in the duke of Al-

*' bemarle's vault, in the north fide of king Henry VII.'s cha-

^* pel, where his remains are depofited."''

After this account of the refpedl: fliewn by his fovereign to his

dead body, it may not be amifs to fubjoin feme inftances of the

tribute paid by illuftrious perfons to his memory. "We will be-

gin with the late duke of Buckinghartfliire, who, having given

us an account of the battle in Southwold-bay, concludes it thus

:

" The enemy had no fuccefs to boaft, except the burning our

*' Royal James, which, having on board her not only a thou-

« fand of our befi: men, but the earl of Sandwich himfelf, vice-

« admiral of England, was enough almoft to ftyle it a victory

*< on their fide, fince his merit as to fea affairs was mofl: extra-

" ordinary in all kinds." • Bifliop Parker, after a pompous de-

tail of this bloody difpute, proceeds in thefe words :
" The

*' Englifh loft many volunteers, and ten captains of fhips

:

*« am.ongfl: thefe were the earl of Sandwich, and Digby fon of

" the earl of Briftol, who almoft alone fought with the third

*< fquadron of the Dutch : yet at length, when Digby was fhot

" through the heart, and the fliip that he commanded was

** bored through with innumerable fliot, the feamen with diffi-

*' culty brought her into the harbour ; but Sandwich, having

*« miferably (liattered feven of their fliips, and beat off three

" fire-fhips, at length, being overpowered with numbers, fell a

*' facrifice for his country ; a gentleman adorned with all the

" virtues of Alcibiades, and untainted by any of his vices j of

*' high birth, capable of any bufinefs, full of wifdom, a great

«* commander at fea and land, and alfo learned and eloquent,

' affable, liberal, and magnificent."™ Gerard Brant, who is

never partial to any but his own countrymen, after a full account

of the valour with which the earl defended himfelf, and which

he ftyles unfortunate courage, is pleafed to fay; " Such was the

fc Gazette, July 4, 1672. ' Duke of Bnckinghamfhire's works, vol.

, p, 15. 11 Birtiop Parkei's hirtory of his own times, p. 151.

" fate
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<' fate of this noble peer, who was vice-admiral of England

;

«< a man equally brave, knowing, and of a moft engaging be-

*< haviour ; one who had rendered his fovereign the greatelt

** fervices not only in the field, but in the cabinet, and as an

** ambalTador in foreign courts."'* Sir Edward Walker, who
wrote an hiftorical account of the knights of the garter, a work

which it were to be wifhed his fucceflbrs in his office had conti-

nued with liice impartiality, gives the earl of Sandwich this cha-

radler: " He was a perfon of extraordinar/ parts, courage,

« fidelity, and affability, and juftly merited all the honours that

*< were conferred upon him.""

Thefe teftimonies from friends and foes, (for the duke of

Buckinghamfhire and the bilhop of Oxford were of a party not

much inclined to favour the earl of Sandwich), from ftrangers

as well as his own countrymen, are inconteftible proofs of this

great man's abilities ; and therefore I was in fome doubt, whe-

ther I fhould add the following poetical compliment to his me-

mory ; but when I confidered, that it might prove a hint to

fome abler poet to do juftice to fo fublime a fubje£l, I thought

the reader would not be difpleafed with the fight of a few lines,

which have not hitherto been publilhed.

EPITAPH.
Adorn'd with titleSy but from virtue great,

Neptune at fea, and Nestor in the (late
j

Alike in council and in fight renown'd

;

Oft with fuccefs, with merit always crown'd

:

No heart more honefl:, and no head more wife,

A SOLDIER, SEAMAN, STATESMAN, here he lies

Tho' brave, yet gentle; though fincere, not rude
\

Juftice in camps, in courts he truth purfu'd.

Living, he rais'd a deathlefs, fpotlefs name ;

And, dying, foar'd above the reach of fame.

" Vie de Pviiyter, liv. xi. • "^ Hiftorical accou U rf the krigh:$ of tr.c

-jarttr, MS, before cited.

Reader,
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Reader, if Etiglljli^ (lop the falling tear !

Grief fliou'd not wait on him who felt no fear:

He wants not pity—cou'd his aflies fpeak,

Thefe gen'rous founds wou'd from the marble break ;

** Go, ferve thy country, while God fpares thee breathy

" Live as I liv'd, and fo deferve my death."

"We ought next to fay fomething of prince Rupert, who

commanded the Eliglilh fleet often, and with great applaufe. To
run through his memorable adventures would take up too much

time, and deviate likevvife from the intention of this treatife : we

fliall therefore touch briefly upon thofe circum.ftances of his con-

du£l;, which more immediately relate to his capacity as a \tA-

officer, and leave his other actions to the care of fome faithful

iiiftorian, who may incline to tranfmit them to pofrerity in the

manner they deferve. For though it cannot be denied, that this

prince had his failings, and that thefe might have fome bad

efFefts on the affairs of king Charles I.^ yet it muft likewife be

confefled, that he did that monarch great fervices, and that his

errors have been much heightened by the Ikill as well as par-i

tiality of fome who have decried them.

He was the third fon of the ele61or palatine, fome time ftyled

king of Bohemia, by the princefs Elifabeth, eldeft daughter to

king James I. and was confequently nephew to king Charles I.

His education, like that of moft German princes, efpecially

younger brothers, qualified him for arms ; and fuch as have

been leafl inclined to favour hiai admit, that he was extremely

well fitted in refpect both to natural abilities, and acquired ac-

compliniments, for a great commander p. AVhen the unhappy

civil wars broke out here, he came and offered his fword, when

fcarce of age, to his uncle, and through the whole war behaved

with great intrepidity; and, on many occafions, his endeavours

were attended with very extraordinary fuccefs '^
; to reward

P The faired charafter I have met with of this gallant prince, is in Sir Philip

Warwick's memoirs, p. %r6. which is tranfcribed by Echard into his hiftory. The
reader may likewife confiih Clarendon, Whitlocke, and the other hiftoiians of

tiiofe times. 1 Clarendon's hiftory of the rebtllion, vol. ii. p. 674.

tl-.e ncble hiflnrian informs ns, that his majefty referved the command of jencr..!

of horfc for his nephew ; havinn difpofcd of that of the foot to Sir Jacob Alhley,

and thit vf the army to the er.rl of Lhidfcy.

which,
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which, as well as that pofterlty might have a juft Idea of the

fenfe his majefty entertained of his great merit, that prince, ha-

ving firft: elei9:ed him into the moil noble order of the garter,

did, by his letters patents, bearing date at Oxford, the 19th of

January, in the 19th year of his reign, make him a free deni-

zen ; and, on the 24th of the fame month, advanced him to

the dignity of a peer of England, by the title of earl of Hol-

dernefl'e, and duke of Cumberland ^ When the war was over,

he went abroad with a pafs from the parliament * ; but when

the fleet revolted to the prince of Wales, he readily went on

board it, where he diftinguilhed himfelf by vigorous counfels
;

which, however, were not followed ; but, on the return of the

fieet to Holland, the command of it was left to him. He then

failed to Ireland, where he endeavoured to fupport the king's

•finking caufe ; but was quickly purfued by the parliament's fu-

perior fleet, under Popham and Blake, who, in the winter of

the year 1649, blocked him up in the haven of Kinfale, whence

he efcaped, by boldly pufhlng through their fleer ; an adlion as

fuccefsful in the event as brave in the intention ^

After this efcape, he proceeded to the coaft: of Spain, where,

at firft, he was treated with fome refpedl j but when it was

known that the parliament had a better fleet at fea, and were

very iatent on purfuing and crufliing his highnefs, the Spaniards

became afraid of fliewing him any mark of favour : and there-

fore, when two or three of his fhips were diftrefled, and ran

aftiore, they pkmdered them, and prelTed the men into their

fervice ". This we need the lefs wonder at, if we conlider that

captain Young burnt the Antelope, one of the prince's fliips,

in the harbour of Hclvoetfluys, without any refpedl to the au-

f DngJale's baronage, vol. ii. p. 471. * See .'he third article »f the

treaty for the furrender of Oxford to Sir Thomas Fairfax, in Whitiock-.-'s me-

morials, p. 21®, 213—215. t Clarendon's hiftory of the rebellion,

vol. V. p. 137, See alfo p, !84> Moderare iiirelligenccr, N". 22i fays, the

prince and his broth'.r had been at Wexfiird, an i other hjvns, with a view of

obtaining failors to man tlieir (hips, '.he better to ciiabic :hem to bear otf thofe

belongit)g to the parliament, who blocked thetn up ; ^vt that a ftrong fouth-v-tft

wind, vvhich then happencJ to be in that quarter, would, in all likelihood, favo

them the trouble. " See p. 1 1.

Vol. II. H h jhority
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thorlty of the ftates-general, even in their own ports ^ ; an^

this, it is faid, incliHed them to a war with England. For ob-

ferving the temper of the parhament, and the growth of their

naval power, it was eafy for the Dutch to forefee, that nothing

but a vigorous refiftance could defend their trade, or preferve

them from fubje£lion.

From the coaft of Spain the prince failed to Lifbon, and was

quickly followed thither by Blake, with a fquadron of eighteen

fail. We have already given fome account of this expedition %
and of his being at lafl: forced by Blake to leave that port, and

betake himfelf again to the Mediterranean; and therefore here

i fliall only obferve, that it was chiefly the high refpedl paid to

prince Rupert's perfon, that enabkd him to keep the fea with

his fquadron,, which was now become too fmall to be called a

fleet y. On the 5th of November, 1650, general Blake deftroy-

ed the Roebuck and the Black Prince,, two of the beft ftiips he

had remaining, while his highnefs in the Reformation, and his

brother, prince Maurice, in the Convertine, or, as other writers

fay, in the Swallow, failed into the Adriatic fea, and, after ta-

king fome prizes, returned, after Blake's departure, into the port

of Toulon, where they difpofed of them, paid their failors, and

provided for a more diftant expedition^.

It muft be obferved, that though this kind of behaviour in

prince Rupert exnfperated the parliament againft him, and was>

in reality, as 1 have elfewhere owned, a very unjuftifiable prac-

tice ; yet it was, on the other hand, the fource of the parlia-

ment's power at fea, which they would otherwife have fcarcc

w Cl3rendon'"s hiftflry of the rebellion, vol. v. p. 207. Heath's chronids,

p. 254. Whitlocke's memorials, p. 410, 412, who fays, that complaint being

•nade to the ftaies, by the king, of this bafe aiflion, they ordered, that his ma-
jefly, if he pleafed, fhould be at liberty to do the like to any of the vefTels

belonging to the parliament, in any of the harbours within their domiiiion&.

^ See p. 12. y Bid. See a4fo lord Ciirendon's hiflory of the re«

beliion, vol. v. p. 340. Brief relation of affairs civil and military, N°. »iv. p.

IJ2. Mifceihnea Aulica, p. iji, 147. z Heath's chronicle, p. 275.
Whitlocke's memoiials, p. 475, 476. Amongft other inconvcniencies flowing

rrom this praftice, th'c prince's exsmple was no fmall one. When he conde«
fccnJed to live by privateering, no bedy was afhamed to take up the trade ; Co

that from Bred, Gucrnfey, Jerfey, and tlieScilly ifljnJs, there iilued whole fleets

of corfairs.

thought
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thought of maintaining ; but finding themfclves on a fudden on

bad terms with Spain^ embroiled with France, difliked by the

Dutch, and at open war with Portugal; they were obliged to

cultivate a naval force with their outmoft care; in which, as

they applied themlelves to it with diligence, it muft be admitted

they were very fuccefsful, and had quickly fo many fquadr.ou$

well manned at fea, as made them terrible to all the world ^.

Prince Rupert's fquadron, in the fpring of the year 1651,

failed again for the Streights, coniifting then of no more than

five men eS war, and two fire-fliips. There he began to take

Spanifh fhips, by way of reprifal, for the refpecSl they lliewed

the parliament, till, finding himfelf hard prelTed by Penn, he re-

folved, having indeed no refource befides, to follow his brother

into the Weft Indies. This proje£l was owing to the lord Wil-

loughby's engaging Barbadoes and the Leeward iflands to declare

for the king, when all other colonies, except Virginia, had fub-

mitred to the parliament. This defign might pofliblyhave proved

more fuccefsful, if prince Rupert, on his arrival in thofe parts,

had applied himfelf to the prefervation of the Weft India trade

;

but, infi:ead of this, both he and prince Maurice continued to

cruize upon the Spaniards, till the latter perifhed at fea, and the

former found his fliips in fuch a Ihattered condition, that it was

abfolutely neceffary for him xo return into Europe ; which ac-

cordingly he did, and, in the clofe of the year 1652, arrived

fafely in Brittany, where he difpofed of his prizes, paid his fea-

men as far as it would go, and for the prefent laid afide his

command as an admiral''- His condu6l on this occafion is very

harftily reprefented by the earl of Clarendon, who, as he never

lived in any great terms of friendfliip with him, might pofTibly

conceive worfe of his proceedings than they deierved. This is

certain, that the noble hiftorian was greatly miftaken in what he

fays of the prince's delerting the king's fervice on his going back

into Germany; for we have undeniable teftimonies of the con-

trary, and feveral letters of his are yet extant, whereby it appears

a Let the reader compare what I have obferved, with the facets mentioned hy

Whitlocke, Ludlow, and Carrington, in his life of Crcmwcll, and he will fee the

fmth of it immediately. b Clarendon'* hiftory of the rebellioji,

vol. V. p. 513— ;i5, jio—52a, 527. See alfo p. ii,

H h 2 that
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that he negociated with feveral princes of the empire on his ma-

jefty's behalf, and behaved towards him on all occafions, in his

exile, (after the quarrel at Paris), with all the duty and defe-

rence that he could have fliewn him on the throne '=.

On the king's reftoration, prince Rupert was invited into Eng-

land, where the king, who had an afFedtion for him, gave him

various ofiices worthy of his high birth. With a view of ho-

nouring the fociety of the Inner Temple, his royal highnefs the

duke of York, the duke of Buckingham, the earl of Dorfet, and

Sir William Morrice, one of the fecretaries of ftate, were plea-

fed to be admitted of that houfe, the duke of York being then

called to the bar and bench *^; and, on the 4th of November in

the fame year (i<56i), his highnefs prince Rupert, Thomas earl

of Clevelanil, Jocelyn lord Percy, John lord Berkley of Strat-

ton, and other perfons of rank, condt"lcende<i to honour the fo-

ciety in like manner^. On the 28th of April, 1662, the prince,

together with George duke of Buckingham, and John lord Mid-

dleton, were fworn members of the privy-council f alfo in the

December following, when the ftatutes of the royal fociety were

prefented to the king, who was pleafed to fuperfcribe himfelf

their founder and patron •, his royal highnefs the duke andi

prince Rupert at the fame time declared themfclves fellows ^.

By this time his highnefs's fire was in fome degree qualified, and

his judgment became cooler, and fatter for the difcharge of great

employments; when therefore, in the year 1666, the king in-

trufted him, in conjunction with the duke of Albemarle, to

command the fleet, he difcovered all the great qualities that

could be deiired in an admiral; for, by his happy return to the

iiect, on tlie 3d of June, he ravifhed from the Dutch the onljr

victory they had the appearance of gaining, and afterwards, on

tl~.e 24th of June, beat them effeclually, purfued them to their

own coait, blocked up their harbours, and made them fenfible

of the fupcriority of Enghfli courage, when not oppreflcd by

*^ This is very evident, from ?biindance of Infers in Thurloe's (Tate pgpeps,

which reprefent his highnefs as a biify agent for the ki/ig; and particiihtly from'

i letter of his to king Cbailes II. dated HeidelL)erg, February 6, irtjfi, V( I. i. p,

C04' ^ Diigd l;'s orig. jurid. fol. p. 158. ^ Kennet's chro-

fiide, p. 55y. f Merciiriii* piiblicns, N°, 77. p. 172. Annals of the

Baivrrle, p. 54. B Sprat's hii'lory of the royal fociety, p. 143.

numbers.
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numbers ''. In the autumn of the fame year, having the fole

command of our fleet, and underftanding that the Dutch were

endeavouring to join a French fquadron of forty fail under the

duke of Beaufort, he followed them clofely into BoUoign road
j

upon which, to avoid another battle, they hauled in fo near the

fhore, as in all probability they muft either have been burnt or

funk, if a fudden dorm had not forced the prince to return to

tSr. Helen's bay. But, in the mean time, Sir Thomas Allen with

his fquadron fell in with part of the French fleet, and ufed them

io roughly, that they were glad to betake themfelves to port,

and lay alide all thoughts of joining their allies".

On his highnefs's return home he was kindly received by the

king, and grew into great efteem with the nation. He al-

ways ftcered cautioufly between the fa£l:ions at court ; and,

having fo near a relation to liis majelly, his highnefs never

thought of {Irengthening his intereft by entering into intrigues:

yet, on the other hand, he never declined any occallon that of-

fered of (hewing himfelf a firm Proteftant, and a true patriot,

though he knew that this conduct would expofe him to the

afpcrlions of fome who were not much inclined to be his friends.

But the king, who was obliged to govern too often by parties,

WAS far from difliking his cou fin's conduift, fince it gave him an

opportunity of ufing his counfcis, and engaging his fervices, with

the general approbation of his people, which otherwife he could

not have done. In other refpects, the prince was very loyal, and

would never be perfuaded, even by fuch as had a great influence

over him, to go into any of thofe meafures, which, though co-

vered with fpecious pretences, ferved in reality only to diflrefs

the king, and to diftrai^ his fubje£ls.

After the breaking out of the Lift Dutch war, and the pafiing

the teft-ait, his highnefs was drawn from his retirement to take

upon him once more the command of the fleet. The duke of

York had refigned his office of lord high-admiral; the earl of

Sandwich and moft of the old admirals were dead ; fo that none

could, with any decency., be called to that important charge but

himfelf''. He had never lived on any terms with the miniftry

•> skinner's life cf general Monk, p. 355, Coke's dcteiftion, vol. ii. p. 41.

Echard, p. 831. i See p. 118, 119. '^ Philips's continuation

of Heath's chronicle, p. 591. Echard's hiliory of Englar.d, p. S?^. Bjrchct'j

ijav-l hldory, p. 403.

who
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M'ho were ftyled the cabal ; and indeed it was impoflTible he

Ihould ; for they were all perfons of the utmoft art, and he was

one of the plaineft men that could be. The method, therefore,

they took to rid themfelves of a war, which they found it very

hard to manage, was, to make fuch dirpofitions in tlie i]eet as

were fitteft to render the admiral uneafy, from a profpedl that

this might bring the advice of making peace from other hands

than their own '. All the captains in the fleet were the creatures

of the duke of York, and were told, though perhaps without

truth, that glancing at the prince's chara£ler would oblige his

royal highnefs. There needed no more to fet thefe folks to

work : they began to find fault with every order he gave, and

to mifreprefent every meafure he took ; but the prince quickly

convinced them, that, inftead of hurting his chara£ler, they

would by fuch conduct totally deftroy their o\vtx ™.

By his brilk getting out to fea in the month of April, he

fiiewed, that he could be a6live in age as well as youth ; and, by

foiling over to the Dutch coaft, he difcovered a readinefs to fight,

which was the old characleriilic of an EngliOi admiral. We
have already given an account of the battle of the 28th of May,

1672, in which we had the advantage ; but it may not be amifs

to copy a Ihort paragraph from the prince's own letter, which

fhews the modefty of his nature, and withal his fi:rict honour,

and noble impartiality, fince it relates to the behaviour of one

who, he knew, did not like him: *' Sir Edward Spragge alfo

" on his fide maintained the fight with {o much courage and

" refolution, that their whole body gave way to fuch a degree,

*' that, had it not been for fear of the fhoals, we had driven

*' them into their harbours, and the king would have had a

" better account of them. The cafe being thus, and the night

" approaching, I judged it fit to ftand a little off, and to anchor

'< here where I now ride.""

The next engagement happened on the 5th of June, in which

the advantage was more plainly on the fide of the Englilh, as is

evident from prince Ruperi's letter, which was immediately pub-

' S?e an exa<f^ rtlanon of the en^jageinents and aifHoris of his m^jefty's fleet

under prince Rupiert. "> Rlchdr.-l, Burnet, hiftory of the Dutch wjr.

o This ktter mdkes a r)n;;Is f:l o Icut", and is du-tcd at or.e o'cl;vk in the after-

«ooi(, on the 2p :h of May, i-Cij.

liflicd-,
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Ilfhed ; but, after this engagement, he found the fleet to be fO'

miferably deftitute of all necefFaries, and, which was worfe, fo

indifferently manned, that he thought fit to return home. This

meafure, though very necelTary, might have been liable to fome

mifconftru(Sion from pofterity, if by accident we were not fur-

riflied with a true key to it, which was this : The prince had

often complained before, and the officers of the navy had con-

ftantly perfuaded the king, that there were no grounds for his

complaints; which put his highnefs under theneceffity of taking

this ftep, tl^at the thing might he put out of dilpute, and the fleet

out of wants. As this (hewed his fpirit, (for he brought the king

himfelf to look upon the fhips), fo he gave afterwards as ftrong

a proof of his judgnient, by carrying the whole fleet through the

Narrow on the 19th of July, and appearing on the Duixh coafi

almofl as foon as they had received certain intelligence of his

returning to his own °.

On the nth of Auguft he fought the laft battle that was

fought againft this enemy, of which we have already given fo

full an account P, that, in refpedl to the fadl, we can add no-

thing here : on his return from his command, the king exprefled

fome coolnefs, which was owing not more to the arts of his

highnefs's enemies, than to the quicknefs of his letter in relation

to the lafl fight, and the behaviour of the French "^j but the

king's

" The members of the office of ordnance vindicated themfelves, notwitlifland-

ing the king's view; but whoever fhall confider that vindication attentively, will

perceive that it is extremely artificial, and calculated rather to fcreen therofelve?,

than to clear up the truth of the faft. P See p. 156,

1 The reader may guefs at the particulars of tins letter, from the following

paragraph of the exaft relation, ^c. in which they are fummcd up almuft in his

own words. " In the midft of fo many intrigues of oppofition here at liome,

" fo many delays of his commirtion, fo few powers contained in it, fuch fcanty

*' number of Teamen, fo little aflTurance of divers chief commanders, futh fai-

" hire of provifions, fuch want of ammunition and all other neceflaries, fiich

" deceit of navy officers, fuch non-obfervance of orders at fca amongft his own
*' Englifli, and fo manifeft deftftions of the French ; not to be fl.ggered in his

" refolution, nor to be put out of all patience and prudence in adtion, nor to

•' abate of his affcdion and zeal for the honour and fervice of his majefty, ibe

" fafe-guard and intereft of religion and the kingdom j in a feafon when fo many
" P(,pi>h projcftors played a game under board, and above too ; will be an cvct-

" lafling argument of his highnefs's valour and renown, and mufl needs be a

" flroiig oblii^ation upon the king, the parliament, and the people of Englacd,

" who are new left CO ju;Jge, whether it was not a wonderful gcod providence
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king's difpleafure quickly wore out, as the intcrefl: of the cabal

began to decline. After this the prince led a quiet and (in a

great meafure) a retired life, moftly at Windfor-caftle, of which

he was governor, and fpent a great part of his time in the pro-

fecution of chemical and philofophical e:kperiments, as well aS

the practice of mechanic arts, for which he was very famous.

He is mentioned by foreign authors " with applaufe for his flcill

in painting, and celebrated by one* of the moil judicious of our

own for his invention of mezzo-tinto prints, fince rifen, from

their foftnefs and beauty, into fo high eH-eem. He likewife de-

lighted in making locks for fire-arms, and was the inventor of i

compofition called, from him, prince's metal. He commu-
nicated to the royal fociety his improvements upon gunpowder^

by refining the feveral ingredients, and making it more careful-

ly, which, as appears upon feveral trials reported to that learn-

ed body, augmented its force, in comparifon of ordinary powder,

in the proportion often to one; an invention, which, though

too expenfive for common occalions, deferves to be remembered,

becaufe in particular cafes it may be of fmgular utility ^ He alfo

acquainted them with an engine he had contrived for raifing

water, and fent them an inftrument, of which he made ufe, to

caft any platform into perfpedlive, and for which they deputed a

icle£t committee of their members to return him their thanks"^

He was the invei:tcr of a gun for difcharging feveral ballets with

•' of God, or one of the moft memorable pieces of fervice ever done at fea, to

*' futmoiint all thofe difficulties, and even envy itfelf ; and, after all, to bring

" home the fleet royal of England, without the lois of one man of war, to her

" own fliore in fafety, in defpi(e of all eneniiei that dcfioned otherwife by fca and

" land."

• Cabinet des f.ngularitez d'architcifture, torn. 5, p. 177. ' Sculptura,

or the hiflory and -irt of calcogiaphy in copper; with an ample enumeration ot

the moft renowned maOeis and their works. To which is annexed, a new ma.^-

iier of engraving, or mezzo-tinto, communicated by his highnefs prince Rupert

to the author of this trcatife, (f. e. J. Evelyn, Efq;), London, i66i, 8vo. chap.

vi. t Original regifler of the royal fociety, vol. ii. p. i8j. Sprat's

hiflory of the royal fociety, p. 158, where, by miftake, this powder is faid to be

twenty times as ftrong as the common ; whereas the mofl exaft proportion is, as

ii to a. Grcw's catalogue of rarities in Grefham-college, p. 566, mentions sii

inftrument for affiying and comparing the ftrcngih cf powder, coi-trived and

prefeiited to the royal fociety by prince Rupert. " t>r. Birch's hillory

of the royal fociety, vol. i. p. 185, 315.

the
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the utmoft fpeed, facility, and fafety, which was generally and

juftly admired *. The royal fociety received likewife from his

highnefs the intimation of a certain method of blowing up rock*

in mines, and other fubterraneous places ^. The very ingenious

and indefatigable Dr. Hook has preferved another invention of

his for making hail-fhot of all fizesy. He devifed a particular

kind of fcrew, by the means of which^ obfervations taken by a

quadrant at fea were fecured from receiving any alteration by the

unfteadinefs of the obferver's hand, or through the motion of

the fliip ^. He had alfo, amongft other fecretSj one that was

very curious, and, if preferved, might be very beneficialj which

was that of melting or running black lead, like a metal, into a

mould, and reducing it back again into its original form ^.

As to his public chara£l:er in the laft ten years of his life, it

was that of a patriotj which was owing to the innate honefty of

his temper, and not to his having any liking to intrigues. He
gave indefatigable attention to whatever appeared to him condu^

cive to the public goodi He was a great promoter of the trads

to Africa, and a principal prote«Il:or of the royal African com-

pany, as a proof of which, before the firft Dutch war (in this

reign) he offered his majefty to fail with a fquadron to the coaft

of Guinea, in order to vindicate the honour of the crown, alTert

the juft rights of the company, and redrefs the injuries done to

the nation : but the king, unwilling to hazard his perfon at fuch

a diftance, and in fo fickly a climate, though he received the

motion kindly, would not confent to it, but contented himfeif

with taking an officer of his recommendation) (captain Holmes)^

under whom the fquadron was fent ^. He was an a€tive member
of the council of trade. It was owing to his folicitations, after

being at great expence not only in the inquiry into the value, but

in fending (hips thither, that the Hudfon's bay company was

ere^ed, of which he was the firft governor appointed by the

* This account was given by Sir Robert Moray, who lived in great intimacy

V»sth his highnefs. * Dr. Birch's hiftory of the rojal fociety, vol. i. p,

33J. y Sprat's hiftory of the royal fociety, p. %s3. Micrograjihia, p. at.

'^ Dr. Birch's hiftory of the royal fociety, vol. ii. p. $3. ^ This was

intimated to the fociety by Dr. afterwards Sir Chriftopher Wren ; who, exciuCvC

of his excellent (kill as an architect, was one of the moft diftinguifhed virtuofos

of that age ; and, as fuch, in great eftcem with the princs, b Life of the

taxi of Clarendon, p, 215. See alfo before, p. 8^.

Vol. II. i i charter.
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charter*^. In memory of him, a conflderable opening on the

caft fide of that bay, in Terra de Labrador, is called Rupert*s

River. In general, his bighnefs was a great friend to feamen,

and to all learned, ingenious, and public -fpirited perfons, and

aflifted them with his purfe, as well as afl'orded them his coun-

tenance. He was concerned in the patent for nealed cannon, in

a glafs-houfe, and other undertakings for acquiring or improving

nianufa6tures, for which fome have cenfured him as giwng en-

couragement to proJ€£i:ors<J. But furely this cenfure is very ill

placed, fince, without fuch patrons, induflry and ingenuity

would want fupport, and many ufeful inventions, many valuable

difcoveries, barely emerge, and then fink again into oblivion..

But ftridl juftice has been done to his highnefs's many virtues,

and amiable qualities, by abler and more impartial judges %
efpecially in that excellent character of him by the elegant pen

of bifhop Sprat f. In refpefl to his private life he was fo jufi,

£o beneficent, fo courteous, that his memory remained dear to

all who kne^v him. This I fay of my own knowledge, having

often heard old people in Berkfhire fpeak in raptures of prince

Robert.

He died at his houfe in Spring- gardens en the 29th of No-

vember, 1682, in his grand climacleric, leaving behind him a

natural fon, ufually called Dudley Rupert, by a daughter of

Henry Bard vifcount Bellemont, though ftyled in his father's

laft will and teftament Dudley Bard. He received the firft tinc-

ture of letters at Eat^n fehool, where the gentlencfs of his tem-

per, and the modefry and amiabknefs of his behaviour, procu-

red him univerfal efteem. His genius, however, inclining rather

to arms than ftudy, he was placed under the care of that cele-

brated mathematician Sir Jonas IVIoore at the Tower. Here he

continued till the demife of the prince,,when he made a tour into

Germany to take poirelTion of a conflderable fortune which had

been bequeathed to him. He was very kindly received by the

palatine family, to whom he had the honour of being fo nearly

allied. In 16&6 he made a campaign in Hungary, and diftin-

<= Sec the charter of the Hadfon's bay company, dited May i, t6-jo. An. xxii.

Car. ii. <1 North's examen, p. ji. « Evelyn on medals, p, itfi.

Wren's parcntali', p. 113. Sorbeite, relation d'un voyage f.tit en Angieterrc, p.

i4. f Hiftory of the royal fodcty, p. J5j>.

guifhed
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guiflietl himfelf at the fiege of Buda, where he had the misfon-

tune to lofe his life, in the month of July or Augiifl:, in a defpe-

rate attempt made by fome Englifh gentlemen upon the fortifi-

cations of that city, in the twentieth year of his age, and, though

fo young, had fignalized his courage in fuch an extraordinary

manner, that his death was exceedingly regreted. The prince

left aMb a natural daughter, the lady Ruperta, by Mrs. Margaret

Hughes. This lady Ruperta afterwards married general Howe,
and is fince deceafed^.

MEMOIRS of Sir JOHN LAWSON, Vice-

admiral of the Red Squadron.

A Man of real integrity, who a<!^s always from the did^ates

of his reafon, will be fure to raife a high chnradler, and

to be jurtly efteemed even by thofe who differ from him ever lb

"widely in fentiments. There is an irr-efiftible force in a folid

underfi:anding, that, when informed by the lights of experience,

•fupplies all defects in education, triumphs over error, and, ato-

ning for all paft miftakes, procures unlimited confidence, and

the moft fincere regard. Both thefe alTcrtions will appear to be

founded in truth, from the following particulars, which, though,

no pains have been fpared, are all Ave have been able to coUeft

in relation to Sir John Lawfon. But, as even thefe are confi-

derably more than were in the former editions, it is hoped they

will give the judicious reader great fatisfa£lion. For, fince me-

dals and monuments have been negledled, in regard to both

•which our neighbours the Dutch, though a nation eminently

frugal, were wifely munificent '', it becomes a necefi^ary a<5t of

.piety to preferve every thing relating to the aciions of thefe great

men, in order that pofterity, reaping the fruits of their atchieve-

ments, naval power, and extenfive commerce, may at ieaft know-

to whom they ftand oTjliged, and how they were obtained.

S Wood's fafii Oxonienfis, vol. i. col. 268. Echard's hifiory of England, p.

if^zi. Hirtorian's guide, p. 148. h Evelyn of medals, p. 73— 7^.

.Bafnage annales des provinces iinies, vol. i, p. 306, 315, 315. Gerard van Loon
ihiftoire metallique des pays bas, vol. ii. p. 360, 529, iii. p. ii6.

li 2 As
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As for this eminent commander, he was the'fon of a perfan

in low circumftances at Hull, and bred to the fea, either on ac-i

count of his own taking a liking to it, or that it beft fuited with

his father's fituation ; who, perhaps, knew not otherwife how
to provide for him. In procefs of time he obtained a {hip by

his merit j and ferving in the fleet under the parliament, was

made a captain therein, for his extraordinary defert •. He fer-

ved with great fidelity againft all their enemies, fo long as the

parliament retained their power ; and, towards the end of the

war carried a flag, together with Penn, under Monk.

In 1653, he cornmanded a fleet of forty-four fail, which were

fent over to the coaft of Holland ; and in this expedition, by

taking a fcarce credible number of prizes, his acceptable fervice

had a great influence in making the peace ^. On the change of

the government, and Cromwell's afTum.ing the fupreme power

to himfelf, he was continued in his command, and treated with

very much refpeft ; but, it feems, his principles did not incline

him to a£l fo fleadily under the new government as he had done

under the old '. As to church affairs he was an Anabaptiflr;

and, in refpeft to civil government, he was known to be from

principle a republican. In all probability he received thefe tinc-

tures early, and, like many other well-meaning, though mifled,

people, thought purfuing his own prejudices to be perfevering

in a good caufe. Ife was certainly very honeft in his conduct

during the civil war, adling altogether upon confcientious mo-

tives, which led him to. diflike the proteftor's government, though

not to. refill: it ; for he thought, that a man might lawfully ferve

his country under any authority : aiid indeed this was Blake's

notion, and for the honour of the men, and the benefit of thi^

nation, that of moft of the fea-ofRcers of thofe times.

It is very certain, that the protestor Oliver had early intelli-

gence of Lawfon's difaffedlion. Colonel Overton, who had
plotted againft Monk in Scotland, had, in fome of his conferen-

ces with his friends, mentioned vice-admiral Lawfon as a perfou

i Lloyd's lives of excellent perfojis, p. 547. Whhlocke'^ memoriah, p. 471,
5C3, S64. k See Ludlow's memoirs, p. ^66. Whitlocke's memorials,

p. 591, ji(5, 606. Mifcellanea Aulica, p. 159.

^ This appear* from feveral informations given againft him to Thurloe, of

wjhich notice will be afterwards taken,

upon
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upon whom they might depend ;
yet, for all this, he was em-

ployed and intrufted to command a fleet for the channel fervice

in 1655 •". But the Spanifli war had the fame effeflupon him

that it had upon many officers ; he looked upon it as a flagrant

a6l of injuftice and tyranny, and began from that moment to

enter into fchemes againft the prote6lor. True it is, that

Cromwell had no jufl: motive for attacking Spain j but the grand

reafon why the republicans refented this fo warmly was, becaufe

the crown of Spain had made greater advances to the parliament,

than any other foreign power".

There were at the fame time a very formidable body of men,

who confpired alfo againft Cromwell on the mofl: enthufiaftic

principles, and were fl:yled fifth-monarchy men. With thefe

Lawfon, Okey, Rich, and other officers, thought fit to join,

becaufe they agreed with them in the main, and were for pulling

down the prefent tyranny. Secretary Thurloe, however, had

fuch early and fuch clear informations of all their proceedings,

that they were able to effect nothing : on the contrary, April i o,

1657, major-general Harrifon, admiral Lawfon, and feveral

others, were committed j which put an end to their intrigues".

When he recovered his liberty, he judged it proper to retire,

and very probably did not imagine he fhould ever be employed

again : but, upon the firfl: news of the return of admiral Monta-

gue with his fleet from the Baltic, the parliament refolved to

have it put into the hands of one in whom they eould confide,

and therefore fent for Mr. Lawfon, declared him vice-admiral,

gave him the command of a few frigates, and ordered him to

take the charge of the whole fleet on its arrival p. In his privacy

m This information to Monk is in Thurloe's ftate papers, vol. iii. p, 185.

wherein prefiJent Bradfhaw, Sir Arthur Hafelrig, colonel Pride, colonel Cob-

bet, colonel- Afhfield, and other officers, are alfe named. ! The reader

may find this matter largely and clearly explained in a treatife intitled, •' The
<' world miftaken in Cromwell," which is reprinted in the firft volume of ftate

tra£ts in the reign of Charles II. ° Amongft Thurloe's ftate papers,

vol. vi. p. 184, there is a very large difcourfe on this matter, which feems to

have been a report made to the hnufe of commons. This is wrong referred to

in the index, where vice-admiral Lawfon is faid to be one of the fifth-monarchy

men ; whereas, from that very paper, it appears, that he was one of a commit-

tee appointed by the difcontented officers in the army, to confer with thefe fifth-

monarchy men ; araongft whom was Venncr, who afterwards made a dcfperate

attempt againft king Charles II. P Whitlocke's memorials, p. 690.

](.udlow's memoirs, p. 66i,

he



554 M E M O I R S o T

he had coaverfed with fomc underftnnding cavaliers, and came

to have a true notion of the folly of thifting from one forra

of government to another, and the great crime of fubverting

the conftitution of one's country, to which an abfolute obe-

dience is due. As foon, therefore, as he heard of general

Monk's march into England, he refolved to co-operate with him;

and, knowing that nothing could be done but by the medium of

a parhament, he got the fleet to declare roundly upon that head;

for which he received their folemn thanks ^.

"When Monk came to London, and many people doubted

what courfe he would take, admiral Lawfon fald to general

Ludlow, " That, fince the Levite and the priefl: had palTed by

<' without helping them, he hoped they had now found a Sa-

** maritan who would^" This Ludlow underftood in his own

fenfe; but it was certainly meant in another. The lieutenant-

general himfelf underftood this afterwards ; for he tells us, that

when Mn William Prynne, out of his great loyalty to the houfe

of Stuart, had given the clerk, without order of the houfe of

commons, a claufe for excepting out of the bill of indemnity

fuch as had taken the oath for abjuring that family, in the coun-

cil of ftate, he was feverely reprimanded by Dr. Clarges, bro-

ther to general Monk, becaufe he forefaw that this would alrect

admiral Lawfon, to whom the general was previoufly engaged ^

Indeed, as to the vice-admiral, he came very early and very

heartily into the refloration ; fo that, when the earl of Sandwich

acknowledged his fervices in thisrefpe6t to the king in Holland,

he was much careiTed, received the honour of knighthood, and

was always looked upon as a man fincerely attached to the

crown ; which was confirmed by all his fucceeding a6lions ^

On the king's return, the fleet, as we have already ihewn,

claimed his early and his earneft attention. Henry VIII. creeled

the navy-board, which confifted originally only of the four great

officers, viz. the treafurer of the navy, the comptroller, the fur-

•veyor, and the clerk of the acts " ; but under fucceeding reigns,

S Clarendon's hiftory of the rebfliipn, vol. vi. p. 704. Wiitlickc's me-

tnorijils, p. 693. r L'Jfil -w's memoirs, p. 811. ' Ibid. vol. iii.

p. 14. * Clareudon's hiftory of the rebellion, vol. vi. p. 768. Kenner,

vol. iii. p. 238. Eciiard. Coiumna rollrat.}, p. 146. and particularly Sir Phi-

lip Warwick, ill his memoirs, p. 415. u Sir William Monfjn's .^aval

tra£>s in ChurcMiri voyages, vcl. iii. p. 311.

as
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as the bufinefs of the board was exceedingly increafed, others

were occadonally added, with the fimple title of commiffioners.

Tnis method was followed by the long parliament, and after-

wards by the rump, who appointed twenty-one, of whom four-

tfeen were out of their own body, and (even who were not mem-
bers ; and of thefe vice-admiral Lawfon was one^. This board

being brokren by their dilTolution, king Charles contented himfelf

with adding to the four ftanding oineers of the navy, four com-

miflioners at the recommendation, as the earl of Clarendon af-

fures us, of the duke of York, which were the lord Berkley^.

Sir Jdhn Lawfon, Sir George Ayfcue, and Sir William Penn,

with each of them a penfion of five hundred pounds a-year^.

This gave them equal power with the old members, whenercr

they attended at the board, but affigned them no particular em-

ployments, or fixed in any degree their attendance, but left his

majefty at full Hberty to fend them to fea as admirals, when,,

where, and as often as his affairs required ".

Immediately after the reftoration he was fent as vice-admiral

to the earl of Sandwich, when he went to fetch queen Catherine

from Portugal, and was afterwards employed in the Mediterra-

nean againft the Algerines, to whom he did confiderable da-

mage, and fo effe£lually blocked up their port, that they were

not able to fend any of their cruizers abroad. More he mighty

and certainly would have done, if he had not been difappointed

in his expedlation from de Ruyter, who, with his Dutch iqua-

dron, was fent on the fame errand 2. Thefe admirals differed

about a falute which de Ruyter paid Lawfon, and Lawfon re-

fufed to return, as being bound up by his inftru<Slions. After

this, there was no harmony between them t the Dutch admiral

rook the firft opportunity of quitting this fervice, and flipping

away to Guinea, which was highly refented by king Charles,,

and alledged as one of the caufes of the Dutch war.

That it may not be from hence fuppofed. Sir John I-.awron*3>

refufing to falute de RuyteF proceeded either from pride in him,

w Merc;inuj politiciis, Jan. 18, 1659 Co. ^ Clarendon's life, p. 141,

y At this lime we had fcarce any board but this j and therefore this was cr.n •

^dered as very convenient means of granting an adirifol a comfortahla Aibfir-

tcDce, for eroployiag his talents in t!ie (crvice of his country, when not at Ca.

2 Pliilips's continuation of Heath's chrOii'.i;Ic, p. s^S, ;;S. Kconet's hifrcrjr

ef E»*oljiid, vcl. iii, p. arj.

or
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or from any captious difpofitlon in thofe who drew his ihftfuCi

tions, it will be proper to fet this matter in a true light. The
Dutch, to prevent the ceremony, to which they were tied by

treaty of faluting Euglifli fliips in their own feas, from pafling

for an acknowledgment of our fovereignty in thofe feas, affeQed

to pay them that refpedl where-ever they met with them, that

fo it might appear to be no more than a mere compliment to an

ally, and not a mark of fubmiffion to a fuperior. The court of

England very well underftood this ; and therefore, at his de-

parture from the earl of Sandwich's fleet, Sir John had general

orders not to ftrike his flag to the fliips of any prince or ftate

whatever. Soon after this accident he received inftru^tions to

return home, and to leave the command of his fquadron to cap-

tain (afterwards Sir Thomas) Allen, who was appointed to finifli

the war he had begun againfl; the Algerines^.

On his arrival in England he found the Dutch war broke out,

and that the king had fent for him in order to ferve under the

duke of York, his brother, as rear-admiral of the red. Sir John

was very grateful for this honour, but at the fame time told his

majefty, that he could lliew him a more compendious way of

bringing the Dutch to reafon, than by fitting out great fleets.

He cbferved, that in the laft Dutch war they were infinitely

more diflreflcd by the captures he made after the laft great bat-

tle, than they had been by all the operations of the war; and he

added farther, that the reafon of this was not hard to find, viz.

that they were able as a ftate to fit out great fleets in lefs time,

and at much lefs expence, than it was now pofTible, or probably

ever would be, for his majefty to do ; and their fubje£ls willingly

contributed to this, bccaufe they faw the necefilty, and were

fenfible of the good effects : but if very large numbers of their

merchant ftiips were taken, if their commerce in general was

rendered precarious, and many of their traders by thefe misfor-

tunes became beggars, they had no remedy; and that therefore

this was the tender part in which they might be hurt, and in

which, if they were hurt, they muft make a peace on fuch terms

as his majefty fliould think fit to prefcribe.

3 Bafnage annales des provinces ucies, vol. i. p. 711. Philipj's chronicle,

p. ji8.

This
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This advice Was rejetSled at that time, becaufe his royal high-

ncfs was refolvcd to go to fea, and it was not thought confiftent

with his honour to ftand on the defenfive, and avoid fighting the

Dutch fleet : but after Sir John Lawfon was deadj and the ex-

pence of the war made it exceeding burdenfome to the king, he

began to reflect on the counfel he had given him, and refolred

to purfue it 5 but wanting proper diredtions in the execution of

this fcheme, and, to fpeak the truth plainly, having many dii-

fconeft: fervants, who pretended to have their fliips well man-

ned, when they had fcarce failors enough to manage them ^,

(for fo the thing appeared on a parhamentary inquiry), this de-

fign, as we have feen elfewhere, mifcarried ; and yet this mif-

carriage remains a ftain on the memory of Sir John Lawfon,

in the judgment of fome writers =.

In all things relating to the fleet, after the war was declared,

his royal highnefs the duke, likewifej confulted daily, fays the no-^

ble hiftorian, for his own information and inftrudlion, with Sir

John Lawfon, Sir George Ayfcue, and Sir William Penn, all

men of great experience, and who had commanded in feverai

battles. Upon the advice of thefe men, the duke always made

his eftimates and all propofitions to the king. There was fome-

what of rivalfhip between the two laft, becaufe they had been in

equal command • therefore the duke took Sir William Penn into

his own fliip, and made him captain of it, which was a great

trufl:, and a very honourable command, that exempted him from,

receiving any orders but from the duke, and fo extinguiihed the

other*s emulation, the other two being flag-officers, and to com-

mand feverai fquadrons. Lawfon, however, was the man of

whofe judgment the duke had the beft efteem ; and he was in

truth of a man of that breeding, (for he was a perfedt tarpawlin
j,

a very extraordinary perfon. He underftood his profeflion in-

comparably well, fpoke clearly and pertinently, but not pertina-

cioufly enough, when he was contradicted. Ayfcue was a gen-

tleman, but had kept ill company too long, which had blunted

l> See the hiflory and proceedings of the hoiife ofcommons, prinreJ for Chart'

cler, vol. ii. p. 1 13. in which there is a refolution of the houfe of commons,
that, notwithftaodiiig his majc'iy had iS,ooo rtien in pay in difperfed jhips ii^

1667, there was no* a fu'Iicient number of fhips Icf: to fecure the rivers Mei-

*ay and Tliamss. ^ Sec Skinner's life of Mcrk, p, 367,

Vol. II. Kk his
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Ills miderftanding, if it had been ever fliarp. He was of few

vrords, yet fpoke to the purpofe, and to be eafily underltood.

?enn, who had much the worfl underftandi-ng, had a great

mind to appear better bred, and to fpeak hkc a gentleman. He
had got many good words, which he ufed at adventure j he was

u formal man, and fpokc very leifurely, but much, and left the

matter more intricate and perplexed than he found it. Thefe are

the judicious Clarendon's characters of thefe three great feamen,.

with whom he was perfonally and intimately acquainted j and

therefore his own words are retained.

On the 2ift of April, i66y, the duke of York failed with a

grand fleet to the coafl: of Holland, himfelf carrying the red flag,

prince Rupert the white, and the earl of Sandwich the blue.

Towards the latter end of the engagement, which happened off

LeoftofT on. the memorable 3d of June, that day twelve years in

which they had been beat by Monk ; Lawfon, after he had ex-

ceeded all that he had done before, was by a muQcet-fliot in his

knee difabled from enjoying that victory which he had laboured

fo hard to gain. He did not, however, die till fome days after^

viz. June 29, 1665, when he had the fatisfadlion of knowing

that his country triumphed, and that, as he had lived, fo he died

fs^ith glor^.

V We (hall here fubjoin the earl of Clarendon's account of this

extraordinary perfon in his life lately pubUflied, and that in his

lordlhip's own words : " There was," lays he, «* another almofg

*« irreparabk lofs this day in Sir John Lawfon, who was admi-

** ral of a fquadron> and of fo eminent fkill and conducl in all

" maritime occafions,. that his counfel was moft conlidered in

'* all debatesj and the greatell feamen were ready to receive ad-

« vice from him. In the middle of the battle he pecelved a fliot

*' with a mulket-bullct upon the knee, with which he fell ; and

*' finding that he could no more ftand, and was in great torment^

*' he fent to the duke to dellre him to fend another man to

*' command his fliip, which he prefently did. The wound was not

" conceived to be mortal, and they made hafle to fend him on
' fliore as far as Deptford or Greenwich, where, for fome days

" there was hope of his recovery ; but Ihortly, his wound gan-
«' grened, and fo he died with very great courage, and pi'ofef-

'^ fion of an entire duty and fidelity to the king.

^< He
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« He was indeed, of all the men of that time, and of that

" extraiflion and education, incomparably the modefteft: and
** wifeft man, and nk)fl: worthy to be confided In. He was of

«« Yorkfliire, near Scarborough, of that rank of people who
*' are bred to the fea from their cradle j and a young man of

" that profeffion he was when the parliament firft poflefTed

** themfelves of the royal navy: and Hull being hi their hands^

*' all the northern feamen eafily betook themfelves to their fer-

*^ vice : and his induflry and fobriety made him <juickly taken

*' notice of, and to be preferred from one degree to another,

" till, from a common failor, he was promoted to be a captain

<' of a fmall veflel, and from thence to the command of the belt-

« fliips.

*' He had been in all the a£lions perform-ed by Elake, fome

« of which were very ftupcndous, and in all the battles which

*< Cromwell had fought with the Dutch, in which he was a

« fignal officer, and very much valued by him. He was of that

*' clafs of religion which were called Independents, moft of

« which were Anabaptifts, who were generally believed to

<* have moft averfion to the king, and therefore employed in

" moft: affairs of truft. He was commander in .chief of the fleet

<' when Richard was thrown out; and, when the conteft grew

*< between the rump and Lambert, he brought the whole fleet

*' into the river, and declared for that which was called the

*' parliament.; which broke the ne-ck of all ether deflgns, though

« he intended only the better lettlement of the commonwealth.

« Nor, after the reftoration, did any man perform his duty

*< better. He caufcd all perfons, how well qualified foever, who

*< he knew were affedled to a republic, to be diftnifTed from the

<' fervice, and brought very good order into his own fliip, and

«' frequented the church-prayers himftlf, and made all the fea-

«« men do fo. He was very remarkable in his afFe<2:lon and

" countenance towards ail thofe who had faithfully ferved the

*' king, and never commended any body to the duke to be

«« preferred but fuch, and performed to his death all that could

<' be expected from a brave and an honeft man.

" It looked like fome prefage that he had of his own death,

«' that, before he went to fea, he came to the treafurer and the

«' chancellor, to whom he had always borne much refpett, and

K k 2i
" fpoke
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*' fpokc to them in a dialecl he had never before ufed; for he

<' was a very generous man, and lived in his houfe decently and

*' plentifully, and had never made any thg leaft fuit or pretence

<« for money. Now he told them, that he was going upon aa

** expedition in which many honefl men muft lofe their lives;

*< and though he had no apprehenfion of himfelf, but that GoE*

<* would prote(n: him, as he had often done in the fame occa-

*' fions, yet he thought it became him, againft the worft, to

*' make his condition known to them, and the rather, becaufe

** he knew he was efteemed generally to be rich. He faid. In

«' truth he thought himfelf fo fome few months fince, when he

5* was worth eight or nine thoufand pounds ; but the marriage

" of his daughter to a ycimg gentleman in quality and fortune

*' much above him, Mr. Richard Norton of S.ov\thwick in Hamp-
«* fhire, who had fallen in love with her, and his father, out of

<« tendernefs to his fon, had confented, it had obliged him to

«« give her fuch a portion as might in fome degree make her

« worthy of fo great a fortune ; and that he had not referved

<« fo much to himfelf and wife, and all his other children, which

<« were four or five, as he had given to that daughter ; he de-.

<' fired them therefore, that, if he fliould mifcarry in this en-

*' terprize, the king would give his wife two hundred pounds

<« a-year for her life ; if he lived, he defired nothing ; he hoped

** he fliould make fome provifion for them by his own induftry

;

« nor did he defire any other grant or fecurity for this two

«* hundred pounds yearly than the king's word and promife, and

** that they would fee it cfFecluah The fuit was {b modeft, and

«' the ground of making it fo juft and renfonable, that they wil-

<« lingly informed his majefty of it, who as gracioufly granted

<* it, and fpoke himfelf to him of it with very obliging circum-

** fiances \ fo that the poor man went very contentedly to his

«' work, and p.erifbed as gallantly in it, with an univerfal hr
** mentation. And it is to be prefumed, that the promife was

*' as well perfornied to his wife. Sure it is, it was exactly com-
<* plied with whilfl either of thofe two perfons had any power.'*

/It is worth obferving, that all the writers of thofe times,

though they differ widely in refpe6k to many charadlers, concur

ia commending Sir John Lawfon as a brave, honeft, loyal com-

mander.
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mander, and as a very able and underftanding feaman; and, as

fuch, deferves to be honourably remembered'^.

Sir John Kempthorne was defcended from a good family

in Devonfliire, and was born in the parifli of Widfcombe in that

county, in the year 1620. His father, being a royahft and in low

circumftances, was glad of an opportunity of binding him ap-

prentice to the captain of a trading veflel belonging to Topfliam,

with whom he lived very happily for fome years; and, being a

young man of good natural abilities, he attained an extraordinary-

degree of knowledge in his profeffion, by which, and by the

favour of his mafter, he grew into great credit with the moft

eminent traders in Exeter, in whofe fervice he made various

voyages into the Mediterranean, with large profit to them, and

no fmall reputation to himfelf^. In the beginning of our wars

with Spain, he diftinguifhed himfelf by a very extraordinary ac^

tion. He was attacked by a large Spanifh man of war, com-

manded by a knight of Malta -, and, though the odds was very

great, yet captain Kempthorne defended himfelf gallantly, till all

his ammunition was fpent, and then, remembering that he had

feveral large bags of pieces of eight on board, he thought they

might better ferve to annoy than enrich the enemy, and there--

fore ordered his men to load their guns with filver, which did

fuch execution on the Spaniards rigging, that, if his own Ihip

had not been difabled by an unlucky fhot, he had in all proba-

bility got clear. At laft, however, overpowered by numbers,

he was boarded, taken, and carried into Malaga.

The knight, to whom he was prifoner, treated him with the

utmoft kindnefs and civility, carried him home to his houfe, gave

him the free ufe of it, fpoke of him with much rerpe(5l, com-

mended his valour to every body, and declared, that he never

knew a man who deferved higher preferment ; and after a fliort

ftay in this manner, which I can fcarce call a confinement, he

fent him to England. It is a great misfortune, that one is obliged

to relate fuch a paiTage as this, without the proper circumftances

of names and dates -, but, when thefe have been flighted by fuch

d Sir Philip Warwick's memoirs, p. 415- Continuation of Heath's chronicle,

p. 538. Kennel's complete biflory of England, vol. iii. p. 176. Echard's hifV)-

ry of England, p. 8i7. "^ Prince's worthies of Devon, p. 437.

as
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fls fiift committed the fa£l to writing, they afe not afterwards

eafily recovered. However, there can be no doubt made as to

the truth of the relation, fince, upon the credit of this a£lion,

captain Kempthorne laid the foundation of his fubfequent for-

tunes. Having premifcd this, we may proceed to the fecond

part of this adventure. Some years after, the fame knight of

Malta was taken in the Streights by commodore Ven, and

brought prifoner into England, where he was committed to the

Tower : this afforded the captain an Opportunity of returning

all the civilities he had received, and of procuring his liberty,

which he did at his own expence, and furnifhed him with

every thing necefiary to return to Spain ; an aclion generous

and grateful in itfelf, and which could not fail of doing our

Englifli commander great honour f.

After the reftoration, captain Kempthorne had fome merit to

plead, his father having quitted the profeflaon of the law, to

ferve as a lieutenant of horfe in the king's army, v/nich honeft

and loyal a£l proved his total ruin. Whether this or any per-

fonal intereft which his fon might have, brought him into the

navy, it is not eafy to lay -, but, foon after the king's return, he

was provided with a fliip, viz, the Mary Rofe, a third rate, car-

rying forty-eight guns, and two hundred and thirty men. In this

fhip he went as convoy to a confiderable fleet of merchantmen

into the Streights, and in the month of Decetnber, 1669, met

with a fquadron of feven Algerine men of war : by his prudence

and courage he preferved, however, all the veflels under his

care, and obliged the enemy to flieer off, after leaving behind

them feveral of their men, who had boarded the Mary Rofe,

and were brought by captain Kempthorne into England s.

This gallant action juftly intitled him to a flag; and yet it

was fome years afterwards out-done, with great f<uisfa6lion to

the captain : for his fon, a young gentleman of three and twen-

ty, in the King's FiHier, a frigate of forty-fix guns, and two

hundred and twenty men, engaged {even Algerines, three of

which carried as many guns as the whole fquadron that his fa-

ther had to deal with ; and after many hours fight, in which he

was feveral times boarded, made them weary of their underta-

f Remarkable fea deliverances, p. 52. g Sec the p:irticular rela:ion of

this engagement cited bifore, p. 349.

king,
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king, and carried the king's (hip fafe into a Spaniih port, where

himielf died of his wounds'".

As for our hero, he was in both the Dutch wars, and beha-

ved fo well, that, upon the duke of Albemarle's taking the com-

mand of the fleet in 1666, he carried one of the flags; and in

the fucceeding war he ferved as rear-adoiiral, and had the ho-

nour of knighthood ». He fpent the latter part of his life in a

pofl: both of profit and reputation, viz. commiiTioner of his ma-

jefty's navy at Portfmouth : and yet it is faid, that he was dif-

gufted (as is frequently the cafe) at his being thus laid afide, and

precluded, as he underilood it, from any farther promotion

which his merit might have intitled him to in the navy. We
have no account of the motives which might induce the court to

flight a man of Sir John Kempthorne's merit ; only we are told,

that he was a very zealous Proteftant, and, having been chiefly

raifed by the favour of prince Rupert, it is probable his interefc

declined with that of his highnefs. However it was, it has beeri

tranfmitted to pofterity, that his fharp fenfe of his difappoint-

ments fliortened his days : and thus a man, who had with fuch

courage ventured his life for the honour of the crown, and had

done fuch fignal fervice to the nation, was facrificed to fomelow,

fecret, pitiful court-intrigue, and left to wear away his life in a

little employment, which would have been efteemed a high pro-

motion by a perfon of a money-loving temper, and whohad lefs

paflion for glory than this worthy gentleman, who ended his

days on the 19th of Oilober, 1679, when he wanted but one-

year of threefcore. His body lies interred on the north fide of

the altar in the great church at Portfmouth j and I have heard,

that fome of his pofterity are yet remaining in Devonfliire ".

This Sir John Kempthorne had an elder brother, captain bimon

Kempthorne, who alfo diftinguiflied himfelf at fea, but of whofe

adlions I can fay nothing particular : I fliail therefore content

myfelf with having thus endeavoured to preferve his name.
The care taken by the Dutdi, as I have more than once hint-

ed before, to preferve the memories of thofe who have eminently

ierved the fiate, by burying them at the public expence, ereiSlIrrg

^ Prince's wonhics of Devon, p. 45S. i Phiiips's continua:ioii of

lifMh's chror.icle, p. j<i. Burchei's navsl hift .ry, p. ^99, Kennel's hii'lory uv

fca^^l.nt!, vul. iii. p, 28*. t Priuoa's vs\>r'.)»ki <.f Devon, p. 43Q.

fo-
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for them magnificent tombs, adorning thefe with honourable iti^

i'criptions, fettling penfion on their family, and by fuch ncls of

gratitude obliging all hiftorians, as well as putting it into their

power to relate whatever concerns fuch perfons carefully and

diftindly, can never be enough commended. It is indeed one of

the greateit inftances of the wifdom of their government, fmce

it fupports and encourages public fpirit, maintains the power,

and fecures the reputation of the republic, which are things of

the higheft confequence to fociety, and the fource of that liberty

and bappinefs by which they are fo glorioufly diftinguifhed from

their neighbours. Happy had it been for us, if a like fpirit had

prevailed here ! I Ihould not then have been obliged to apologize

fo often for omifTions, which I find it impolTible to fupply, nor

would there have been occafion for this remark, to excufe the

Ihortnefs of thofe accounts, which I am yet to give, of fome of

the greateit feamen who lived in this reign, and who by their

gallant behaviour juftly merit the praife of fucceeding times.

MEMOIRS of Sir GEORGE AYSCOUGH,
or, as generally written^ A Y S C U E, Admiral of

the White.

AN intrepidity, which no danger can either difmay or diflraftj

is that kind of temper which diilinguifhcs our feacom-

manders, and has exalted the Howards, Greenviles, Blakes,

and feveral others that might be named, into the rank of heroes.

It is a difpofition that peculiarly endears an officer to feamen,

who never fail to imitate his example; and from a refolution of

this kind fuch amazing and almoft incredible events have flowed,

as fliew that high courage, when accompanied with cool and

fteady conduct, in which intrepidity confifls, is very different

from either raftinefs or obftinacy, and may be juftly confidered

as the ftandard of military virtue, and therefore the beft intitled

to fame. This rare and admirable quality, if the evidence of

friends or foes can eftabliih the pofTefTion of it inconteftibly, was

never more confpicuous than in Sir George Ayscue, whofe

merit was fo great, and fo generally underflood, that he was

preferred without envy; rjay, his preferments were attended with

fuch
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fuch univerf^l applaufe, as at length, which often happens in

jx>pukr ilates) rendered him obnoxious to his niafters. This

did not hinder his appearing again in a higher ftation with

equal reputation ; and, having often vanquiflied enemies, he, in

the laft a^ion of his life, triumphed over fortune.

He was a gentleman of an ancient and worthy family, fettled

at South Keifey iuLincolnfiiire '. His father, William Ayfcough,

or Ayfcue, Efq; was one of the gentlemen of the privy-chamber

to Charles I."^, by whom himfelf, and his elder brother Sir Ed-

ward Ayfcue, were knighted. By intermarriages he flood allied

to fome as refpe^table families as any in the north, particularly

the Savilles of Thornhili, the Cookes of Wheatly in Yorkfliire",

the Williamfons of Markham in Nottinghamfliire*', and many

others. At the breaking out of the civil war. Sir Edward and

Sir George Ayfcue both adhered to the parliament p, by livhom

the former was appointed one of their commiffioners to rcfide

with the Scots army in 1646*5, and the latter continued in his

command in the navy, and always treated with the utmoft de-

ference and refpe(fl; which made fuch an impreffion upon him,

that he remained attached to him with inviolable fidelity, though

he had not been promoted in their fervice, or, except thofc

teflimonies of efteem, had received any marks of their favour.

When a great part of the fleet revolted in the fummer of 164S,

and fet colonel Ptainfborough on (here, who was fent to take

the command. Sir George Ayfcue preferved his (hip the Lion

for the parliament, and brought her into the river Thames, of

which he gave them notice*". This important fervice at fo criti-

tal a conjun£lure was received with great fatisfadlion, and he

Was defired, with captain Moulton, to fail over to the coaft of

Holland, to watch the motions of the fhips then under the prince

of Wales*. The next year he was declared admiral in the Irifli

feas, and diret5led to relieve Dublin, which was a thing of th^

utmoft confequence. This he very fuccefsfully performed, as

1 Camd. Britannia, p. 408 where the name is written AlTicough, ki J^^.

brey's antiquities of Surrey, Vi)l. iii. p, 121, i2i. > Baronetage of Eng-

hnd, vol. i. p. 159. iii. p. 179. ° Thornton's antiquities of Nottingham-

Ihire, p. 385. P Lloyd's loyal .Sufferers, p. 706. 1 Whirlockc's

memorials, p. 184. Rufliworth's c< ilef^ions, A. D. 1(545. '^ Whitlocke's

tnemorials, p. 317. s B.Tker's chronicle contipued by E. Philips, p. -j^t,

VVhi.lockc's nu-Ricilals, p. 3<5S. Heath's chronicle, p. 175,

Vol. II. h 1 alfo
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alfo many other fervices ; which induced them to continue hini

in that office for another year, in which fpace he did all, and

even more than they expe(tled ; for which they honoured him

with their thanks, and alTured him they would retain a fuitable

fenfe of what he had done in fupport of the Englifli and Pro-

teftant intereft in that kingdom K

The war, at leafl: as far as it was a fea war, being brought to

a conclufjon in Ireland, the parliament found themfelves at li-

berty to make ufe of their fleet elfewhere, and thereupon rcfolved

to reduce the iiland of Barbadoes, which was held for king

Charles by the lord Willoughby of Parham., who had ferved

them long ; but when he faw they meant to fubvert the confti-

tution, quitted them, and went to king Charles II. in Holland,

by whom he was declared vice-admiral of the revolted fleet, and

afterwards governor of the Leeward iflands". In order to ac-

complilh this, orders were fent to Sir George Ayfcu€ to form a

fquadron, which he was to man. and vi£lual as foon as poffible,

and then proceed to Barbadoes : but, before he was in any rea-

dinefs to fail, thofe orders were countermanded. The reafon of

this was, the parliament had information^ that the Dutch were

treating with Sir John Greenville, in order to have the ifles of

Scilly put into their hands ; and therefore it was thought necefl^ary

to reduce thofe iflands firlt. Blake and Ayfcue were employed

in this expedition in the fpring of the year 165 i, and performed

it with honour and fuccefs. They had but a fmall body of troops

on board, and Sir John Greenville had a confiderable force in

the ifiand of St. I^.Iary, commanded by fom-e of the beft officers

in the late king's army ; fo that, if things had been decided by

the fword, the difpute muft: have been both bloody and doubt-

ful- Sir John eafily perceived that tliis muft end fatally in refpecl

to him, and the remains of the king's forces under his command,

and therefore entered into a treaity with general Blake and ad-

miral Ayfcue, who ufed him very honourably, and gave hira

^air conditions : after which Blake returned to England, and

Ayfcue prepared for hrs voyage to Barbadoes ".

f Whitlocke's memorials, p. 385, 406. " The civil wars of Great Bri-

rain and Ireland, ch. xcvii. p. 3i5— 317. w Clarendon's .hiflory cf the

rebellion, voL vi. p. 46^. Wl.itiocke's memorials, p. 493, 455. See alio

*• '3> 14.

The
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The parliament, when they firft heard of the reduction of

Scilly, were extremely well pleafed, as indeed they had very

juft reafon, fince privateers from thence did fo much mifchief,

that fcarce any trade could be carried on with tolerable fecurity:

but, when the conditions were known, fome great men changed

their opinions, and gave Blake to underftand, that he and his

colleague had been too forward; fo that it was doubtful, whe-

ther the parliament would ratify this agreement. Blake faici, that,

if they had given Sir John Greenville good conditions, they had

jK)t done it without good reafon; that, in the firft place, it faved

the efFufion of Englifh blood, and next, that there was a ftrong

fquadron of Dutch fhips at no great diftance, the commander of

which had offered Sir John one hundred thoufand pounds to put

thefe iflands into his hands ; that, if the parliament did not ap-

prove of his condudl, he fhould be forry for it, and would take

care to prevent a miltake of that fort for the future, by laying

down his commiffion, as he was confident Sir George Ayfcue

would likewife do'^. Upon this, there was no more faid of the

articles, which were very punctually and honourably complied

with, and Sir George received ord^fS to laii immediately to the

Wefl Indies ; which he obeyed-

He arrived at Barbadoes on the 26th of 0£iober 1651, and

became quickly fenfible of the difficulty of that enterprize. His

own force was very inconfiderable in comparifon of that of the

iiland : the governor was a man of quality, good fenfe, and

well beloved, and had alTembled a body of near five thoufand

men to oppofe him^. In fpite of all thefe difficulties, he was

determined to do his utmoft to reduce the place ; and how well

he fucceeded, the reader may learn from the following fuccindt

relation of general Ludlow.

" Sir George opened a paiTage into the harbour, by firing

*' fome great (hot, and then feized upon twelve of their iliips

«< without oppofition: the next day he fent a fum.mons to the

*« lord Wilioughby to fubmit to the authority of the parliament

*< of England ; but he, not acknowledging any fuch power, de-

*' clared his refolution to keep the ifland for the king's fervice.

*' But the news of the defeat of the Scots and their king at

^ Lrinfdowri's prof* w^rks, vol. ii. p. 156, ;J7. V See p. 188.

L 1 ^
<* Worceftei-j
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" Worc«fi«r, being brought to Sir George Ayfcue, together

*« with an intercepted letter from the lady Willoughby, con-r

'' talning the fame account, he fummoned him a fecond time,

** and accompanied his fummons with the lady's letter, to affure

** him of the truth of that report. But the lord Willoughby

*< relying upon his numbers, and the fewnefs of thofe that were

^' fent to reduce him, being in all but fifteen fail, returned an

" anfwer of the like fubftance with the former. Whereupon Sir

<^ George Ayfcue fent tv/o hundred men on (liore, commanded
** by captain Morrice, to attack a quarter of the enemy's that

U lay by the harbour, which they executed fucccfsfully, by ta-

*' king the fort and about forty prifoners, with four pieces of

** cannon, which they nailed up, and returned on board again.

** At this tim.e, the Virginia fleet arriving at Earbadoes, it was

*' thought fit to fend a third fummons to the lord V/illoughby;

>•'* but finding that neither this, nor the declaration fent tothcn^

*< by the comraiffipners of parliament to the fame purpofe, pro-

« duced any effeft, Sir George Ayfcue landed feven hundred

" men from his own and the Virginia fleet, giving the com-
«* mand of them to the Hime captain Morrice, who fell upon

" thirteen hundred of the enemy's foot, and three troops of
<f their horfe, and beat them from their works, killing many of

** their men, and taking about one hundred prifoners, with all

" their guns. The lofs on our fide was inconfiderable, few
<« of ours being killed upon the place, and not above thirty

*' wounded. Yet thefe fuccefTes were not fufficient to accom-
** plifli the work, there being above five thoufand horfe and
«' foot in the ifland, and our Virginia fleet preparing to depart

** for want of provifions.

*, In this conjun^ure colonel Muddiford, who commanded ar

*,^ regiment in the ifland, by the means of a friend tliat he had

" in our fleet, made his terms, and declared for the parliament.

« Many of his friends, following his example, did the like, and,

t* in conjun^lion with him, encamped under the protection of

V our fleet. Upon this the moft part of the ifland were inclined

'* to join us; but the lord Willoughby prevented them, by pla-

•« cing guards on all the avenues to our camp, and defigned to

** charge our men with his body of horfe, wherein he was much
<t' fuperior to them, had not a cannon-ball, tl\at was fired at

f' random,
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« random, beat open the door of a room where he and his

« council of wur were fitting, which, taking off the head of the

« centinel who was placed at the door, fo alarmed them all

" that he changed his defign, and retreated to a place two miles

" diftant from the harbour. Our party, confifting of two thou-

" fand foot and one hundred horfe, advancing towards him, be
« defired to treat ; which being accepted, colonel Muddiford,
** colonel CoUyton, Mr. Searl, and captain Pack, were ap-
<< pointed commiffioners by Sir George Ayfcue ; and by the

*' lord Willoughby, Sir Richard Pierce, Mr. Charles Pym, co-

f* lonel Ellis, and major By ham.

" By thefe it was concluded, that the iflands of Nevis, Anti-

** gua, and St. Chriftopher's, (hould be furrendered to the par-

f* liament of England ; that the lord Willoughby, colonel "Wal-

" rond, and fome others, fliould be reftored to their eftates;

<* and that the inhabitants of the faid ifles (hould be maintained

*« in the quiet enjoyment of what they pofTeiled, on eondicioa

" to do nothing to the prejudice of the commonwealth. This
** news being brought to Virginia, they fubmitted alfo, where
" one Mr. George Ludlow, a relation of mine, ferved the par-

* liament in the like manner as colpnel Muddiford had done at

f« Barbadoesz."

Sir George Ayfcue returned to Plymouth on the 25th of May,
I<552, with great reputation*. The Dutch war, which bioke

out while he was abroad, was now very warm, and Sir George

was forced to take a fliare therein, though his fliips were, with

fo long a voyage, extremely foul, and in a manner unfit for fer-

vice : yet, when general Blake failed to the north, he performed

glorious, indeed almoft incredible things j for in July he took-

five Dutch merchantmen, and afterwards attacked a fleet of forty

fail under the convoy of four men of war, took feven, burnt

three, and forced the reft on the French fhore. On the i6th of

Auguft, 1652, the Dutch attempted to furprife Sir George with

2 Ludlow's mtmoirs, v^I. i. p. 3?;— 387. ^ In Lilly's aftro!o»

gical prediflions for 1653, we Iibve this account of what paffed in the preceding

year: " May ij, Sir George Ayfcue, knight, returned fafe from the weftern

•' iHands to Plymouth, to the great joy of the people, having reduced all the

*• weflern ifles, and taken from the Dutch above forty fail of diips." Whit-
" locke's- memorials, p. 534, Davies'* civil wars of Great Biitdin and Ireland,

p. 3-9.

a great
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a great fleet, who was jud: then returned from convoying a ricli

fl-eet of Eaft India fhips into Plymouth. Though he was much
inferior in ftrength, he fought notwithftanding, and at laft, with

confiderable lofs, forced them to retire^. After this, he conti-

nued to beliave vigoroufly againft the enemy ; and though his

fervices were not very well received by the parliament, yet both

the feamen and the people agreed that he had adied like a hero.

Of this we have a ftrong teflimony in Lilly's almanack, which

was a kind of oracle in tJiofe days '^.

In fome fhort time after this, the parliament thought fit to con-

fider Sir George's former fervices, and to vote him, as a reward,

three hundred pounds a-year in Ireland, and alfo three hundred

pounds in money ; but they thought proper, at the fame time,

to lay him afide, under pretence that the honour of the nation

was fome way affected by the lofs he had fufFered in the late

fight in Dover road : but this was a mere pretence j for not only

our own hiftorians, but the Dutch writers alfo, agree, that ne-

ver any man behaved better than he did upon that occafion; and

fo far was the honour of the nation from being at all injured by

any lofs he fuftained, that this very adlion was then, and ftill is,

coniidered as one of the ftrongeft proofs of the invincible cou-

rage of the Englifli at fea''. Nay, immediately before he was

difmiiled from his command, he gave a moft extraordinary proof

of his courage ; for he protefted againft Blake's retreat, after he

had been worlled in the battle of the 2yth of November, and

declared, he thought it more honourable to perifli at fea, than

to retire in the fight of an enemy; and upon this occafion he in-

b Whitlocke'fi memorials, p. 550—54T.

c This paffage occurs in Ms obiervati- ns nn Aagiift 1653, and nins thus

:

" Anguft i5, Kjta, Sir George AvTcue, r.rar Piymouth, with fonrteen or fifrcen

" fbips only, fought threefcore fail of Dutch men of war, and thirty (hot in the

" hijU of his own fhip. Twenty merchant (I (uppofe merchantmen converted

" into) men of war never came in to affift him ;
yet he made the Dutch give

*' way. Why our ftate (hall pay tho^e fhips which fought not, we of the people

*• know not. This is he that is a gentleman, lives like a gentleman, and acts

" the part of a generous commander in all his a£>ions."

d Heath's chronicle, p. 313. Ludlow's memoirs, vol. i. p. 4x1. Colnmna

roflrata, p. loi. Bafnage annales des provinces unies, tome i. p. 2<5o. Le Clerc

hiii. des provinces unies, tome ii, p. 3x1, 314. La vie dc Ruytcr, p. i. p. jp, lo.

timated
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timated a defign of throwing up, which gave his enemiesTo fafr

an opportunity of taking away his commiffion •=.

The true grounds ot the parliament's difplealure towards him,

though they did not care to own it, was the fair agreement he

bad made with the lord Willoughby at Barbadocs, and the

largenefs of thofe articles of capitulation which he had granted

him. They thought he might have been fufficiently cautioned

by the refentment they had fliewn on the treaty he made withi

Sir John Greenville, and were therefore the more deeply touched

with this, which they, looked upon as a fecond ofrcnce^. An-

other reafbn for their inclining to lay him down foftly was his

great influence over the feamen, by whom he was exceedingly

beloved. In this tranfa£tion they were too wife for themfelves

;

for they parted with a man who was certainly firm to their in-

terells, diiobliged the fca-officers, who knew not what to think

of fuch a proceeding, and loft the afFedlion of the faiiors, as ap-

peared very foon after, when general Cromwell turned them

out of doors, the whole fleet concurring in the approbation of

that meafure -, which fliews how dangerous a thing it is to facri-

fice a man of known merit to fecret diftrufts s.

After this the admiral led a retired life, without concerning

himfelf with public aftairs. The grant he had of an eftate in

Ireland, induced him to go over thither in 1655, where he bad

frequent conferences with Henry Cromwell who then governed

that kingdom, and who conceived from thence io great an efteeni

for him, that he wrote exprefsly to fecretary Thurloe, to take his

advice about a certain matter of moment then in agitation, and

in any thing elfe which required the opinion of a very knov,'ing

and experienced perfon ''. Yet it doth not appear, that he was

ever employed, or perhaps chofe to be employed, in the protec-

tor's fervice; fori find him in 1656 at his feat in Surrey, which iji

thus defcribed by Whitlocke : " The houfe ftands environed with

" ponds, moats, and water, like a fnip at fea; a fancy the fitter

" for the mafter's humour, who was himfelf fo great a feaman.

" There, he faid, he had caft anchor, and intended to fpend

« Columna roftrata, p. loi. T Heath's chronicle, p. 313.. S Ses

the poflijript to L lly's almanack for 1554. b This letter is printc.l

axnwn^Q Thuriuc's ftatc-papers, vol. iv- p. ip3.

« tl.^
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•" the reft of his life in private retirement'." He changed liYi

refolution, however, for which, if I miitake not^ this vifit laid

a foundation ; fince Whitlocke went, in company with the Swe-

difh ambailador, and Sir George was afterwards prevailed upoh

to quit his retreat, to go over to Sweden, where he was to be

admiral ''.

This (cheme, offending him into the north, was one of the

laft formed by the prote<9:or Oliver. He had always kept a

clofe correfpondence with Charles Guftavus, king of Sweden,

from the time that prince mounted the throne, and drew many

advantages from this conjunction. He fawj therefore, with

great regret, the fuccefs of the Dutch in fettling the affairs of

the north, and their awing his ally, the king of Sweden, by

keeping a ftrong fieet in the Baltic. He had his reafons

for avoiding a lecond war with the Dutch ; and yet he

could not think of abandoning the Swedes '. At laft, there*

fore, he took a refolution of fending a flout fquadron, well

manned, under the command of vice-admiral Goodfon, who
was to a(fi in conjuniflion with Sir George Ayfcue, as we have

fhewn in another place*" ; the latter having accepted of a com-

milTion in his Swedifli Majefty's fervice ; by which ftroke of

policy, the protestor thought he {hould avoid all difputes with

Holland, and yet do as much for the Swedes as they could de-

fire". But this fquadron failing too late in the year, the ice

prevented

i Whitlocke's memorials, p, <J49. where there is a long account of a very

curious converfation, on maritime atfuirs, between the ambafTador and the ad-

miral, k Tharloe's Rate papers, vol. vi. p. ;6o. ' Bafnage

annsles des provinces unies, vrl. i. p. S4S- where there is a better account

cf Cromwell's defigns than I have t'uund in any of cur own hiftorians. m See

P- 59.

n How much the news of this project alarmed the Danes, will appear from

the following letter of their miiiifter to Tecretary Thurloe, dated September i7j

i<5s8 ; when, in profecution of Oliver's dtfign, Richard had refolved to fend

Ayfcue to Sweden.

" May it pleafe ycur iordfhip,

" Talk has been this many months, that Sir George Ayfcue, and ten or

" twelve fea-capt.<ins, were to take fervict under the king of Sweden, which I

" could not be induced to believe, thinking tht faid Ayfcue would not turn a

•' mercenary foldier of another prince, wbiift the war in his own country

•• lailcd : if he could no: be fatisfitd with that wealth and honoHr hs has goc-

' ten.
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prevented its arrival at Copenhagen: however, admiral Ayfcue

proceeded to Sweden by land, and was treated with great marks

of efteem and favour by his Swedifli majefty, with whom he

continued to the time of that monarch's deceafe, which hap-

pened in the begitining of the year 1660°; fo that Sir George

Ayfcue had no manner of concern in the laft troubles in Eng-

land.

He returned home foon after the reftoration, and was re-

ceived with all the refpedt that was due to a man of his high

rank and merit. He was, as we have already mentioned, ap-

pointed one of the commiffioners for regulating the affairs of

the navy, and in high efteem with the duke of York, who al-

ways cohfulted him in whatever regarded maritime concerns.

When the Dutch war broke out, in 1664, ^^ went to fea as

rear-admiral of the blue fquadron, and behaved with great ho-

nour in the battle of the 3d of June, 1665 p. On the duke

of York's return to court, and the earl of Sandwich's hoifting

the royal flag^ Sir George Ayfcue ferved as vice-admiral of the

red, and was very fortunate in making prizes ^.

In 1666, when prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle

tcommanded, Sir George Ayfcue, in the Royal Prince, the

largeft and heavieft fliip in the fleet, bore the white flag, as ad-

miral of that fquadron, having Sir William Berkley for his

vice, and Sir John Harman for his rear-admiral. In the famous

battle on the firfi: of June, he did remarkable fervice, not only

againft the enemy, but in the prefervation of fuch of the Eng-

liili ihips as v/ere difabled by their fuperior force. With the

fame fuccefsful diligence he a£led the two next days ; but to-

wards the evening of the third, when prince Rupert appeared

with the frigates under his command, and a fignal v-^as made

for the fleet to join, Sir George Ayfcue's (hip unfortunately

" ten, and live a retired and (j liet life. But I have been deceived in my opi-

" nion, and find, that certainly he and the laid captains are Co depart in a few

" days; they to command each a man of war, and Sir George the whole Swe-

" dilh fleet.'' Thurloc's (late-papers, v;l. vii. p. 411,

o Hiftoirc de Susdc, par PnlFend^rf, tome iii. p. 30. Whitlockc's memoridU,

p. <S77, 693. Barchct's naval hifi. p. 397. P Echard, p. 8io. 1 Lite

of the earl of Clarendon, vol, iii. p. 571. Annals of the unlv^rfe, p. up.
Bnrchet's r\aval hift. p. 359.

Vol. .^. Mm rap.
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ran upon the Galloper, and could not be got off. There,

beaten by the waves, furrounded by his enemies, and unaflifted

by his friends, he was, as the Dutch writers themfelves confefs,

compelled by his own feamen to ftrikci upon which, the Dutch

took them on board, and finding it impoflible to bring off the

Royal Prince, fet her on fire'.

This capture of Sir George Ayfcue, gave the enemy great

fatisfadlion. They carried him from place to place, by way of

triumph, and at laft fhut him up in the caflle of Louvcftein,

where he continued for fome months^ After his return, which

was in November, when he was gracioufly received by his ma-

jefty, he went no more to fea, but fpent the remainder of his

days in quiets But where, or when, this great and gallant

feaman concluded his life, I have not hitherto been able (with,

certainty) to difcover.

MEMOIRS of Sir EDWARD SPRAGGE,
Admiral of the Blue.

THERE are fome men great in a particular way, to a

degree of eminence, that exempts them from any blame,

though poffibly defective in many others. Education and habit

alter men frequently, and nature herfelf fometimes infufes qua-

lities into the breafts of men, which particularly difpofes them

to a certain kind of life, and as apparently difables them from

following other purfuits : but it very rarely happens, that a man
is alike equal to various, and even to oppofite employments*

Alcibiades is celebrated, by antiquity, for his peculiar felicity in

this relpe6^. In the camp, in the court, in the clofet, he was

equally able, and efteemed. He was a foldier, a feaman, a

ftatefman, a courtier, a man of bufinefs, or a man of pleafure,

as circumftances required ; and, in every character he affumed,

'^ Lite of the earl of Clarendon, vol. iii. p. (553. Heath's chronicle, p. 551.

Gumbie's life of general M nk, p. 430, 431. Skinner's continuation of Bates,

p. iii. p. 90. s Bafnage annaies ties provinces units, tome 1. p. 77(5.

I,e Clerc hift. des provinces unies, tome iii. p. 141. La vie de Ruyter, p. 34J.

See Sir George Ayfcue's htter to the king, dated from the caiUe of Louvefleits,

Tune 10, 1666. t Annah of the univerfe, p. ifi.

he
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he {0 far excelled, as to feem born and defigned for that alone ".

The fame thing his contemporaries, his companions, thofe who
knew him, and the world too, perfeclly well, affirm of Sir Ed-
ward Spragge, who, with a fine perfon, and a gentle temper,

had as folid an underftanding, and as bold a fpirit, as any coun-

cilor or captain of that age "'.

With all thefe advantages, with the favour of the duke of

York, with the merit of fo great fervices, as he certainly ren-

dered his country, and with the ftill fuperior merit of dying

gloriouily in his country's fervice, which indeed procured his

remains an interment in Weftminfler-abbey'^ j he was not ho-

noured with a tomb, or any memorial (as far as I can yet dif-

<:over) where he was born, of what family, or how he attain-

ed to his firfl preferment ; which are circumflances that ought

to have been recorded, of fo great and gallant a man, and

which, in or nearer his own times, might have been eaflly

known. But fince thefe are not, at prefent, to be retrieved,

we muft be fatisfied with thofe notices which have conne£l:ed

his actions with our public hifirory : and thefe, we fhall find,

will abundantly make good what we have already obferved, and

induce us to regret the want of more particular memoirs ; be-

caufe it is a kind of political juftice, to preferve the private

hiftory of thofe who have deferved well of the public

We find him a captain, in the firft engagement with the

Dutch, after the refloration, on the 3d of June, 166^, where-

in he behaved with great reputation, and fo far recommended

himfelf to the favour of the duke of York, that, upon his

majefty's vifiting th€ navy, and going on board the Royal

Charles, he received the honour of knighthood "j which en-

couraged him to expofe himfelf ftill more freely. He was like-

wife in the four-days battle in June 1666, where he was partir.

cularly taken notice of by the duke of Albemarle ; and in the

fucceeding battle, which was fought on the 24th of July, he

carried a flag under Sir Jeremiah Smith, admiral of the blue

fquadron •, who engaged Van Tromp, Shattered his vice-admi-

" Jnftin. Hiftor. lib. v. His life by Plutarch, and a!fo by Cornelius Nepos.
w Bifhop Parker's hift. of his own times, p. 12^. Drydcii's annus mirabilis,

ftanza clxxiv. Evelyn of medals, p. 160. ^ Antiquities of the abbey-

church of Wefimiiificr, vol. i. p. 214. y Sff p. joq.

M m 2 ral;,
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ral, fo that fhe was abfolutely difabled ; and, having ruined the

rigging of his rear-admiral, and killed its commander, contri-

buted greatly to the glory of that day ^.

He diftinguiflied himfelf, likewife, very remarkably in the

clofe of thatwar, in the unlucky bufincfs at Chatham, where

he was employed, by the duke of Albemarle, to maintain the

fort of Sheernefs, attacked by the enemy on the loth of June,

1667: and though it was unfiniihcd, his garrilbn very fmall,

and the place in no ftate of renfTance-, yet he continued to de-

fend himfelf, till it would have been an acl of railvnels to ex-

pofe his garrifon any longer. When he found how impracti-

cable it was to do any effc6lual lervice by land, he fet himfelf

to colledl as great a force as he could by fea. This amounted

to no more than five frigates, feventeen fire-fhips, and fome

tenders; and yet when the Dutch admiral. Van Nes, came up

the river again, after their attempt upon Harwich, Sir Edward

Spragge engaged him about the Hope. The fight was very

unequal ; but there being, at firft, little or no wind, Sir Ed-

ward laid hold of that advantage ; and, by dexteroufly towing

his fire-fliips, burnt eleven or twelve of theirs, with only fix of

his own; but the wind ilifFening, he was at laft obliged to fliel-

ter himfelf, from the enemy's unequal force, under the cannon

of Tilbury-fort.

The next day, the weather being favourable, he attacked the

Dutch aiiain, in his turn ; and, by the happy management of

J»is firc-fliips, put them into fuch confiilion, that, after a lliort

difpute, they were forced to retire, and to burn their laft fire-

Jhip themfehes, to prevent her being taken. On the 25th they

piofecuted their retrear, but with Sir Edward Spragge'5 fqua-

dron of fire-lhips in their rcnr. He followed them to the ri-

ver's mouth, where they met another fquadron of fire-lhips

from Harwich, which put them in fuch danger, that above a

h.undred men in the Vicc-cTumiral of Zealand, and another large

m-ian of war, leaped overboard, and were drowned. This was

the Idit action, on our fide, in that war^

Jn 1668, the confiable of Cafiile being appointed governor

'jf the Spanlfli Netherlands, Sir Edward Spragge was fent over

* See p. \ii. a Seep. 115— 120,

to
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to compUment him upon that occaiion, and to enter into fome

further negociations for the fuccefs of the new meafures, in

which Sir Edward is faid to have been deeply engaged ^. The
jruth is, he was raifed and fupported by the favour of the duke

of Yojlc ; fo that he devoted hirnfelf wholly to his fervice, and

was thought to have a large fliare in his confidence. 5ome

have from thence reported, that he was a Papift; of which

there is little probability, fince we fmd him fent to fea with

prince Rupert, in 1673, when the Ted: had driven the duke

of York, and others of his religion, from their poils'^. This

advancement of Spragge I mention here, only to obviate the

Qbje£lion to him on the fcore of religion: for before I fpeak of

his behaviour in the hi\ Dutch war, I mull: take notice of his

employment in the Mediterranean, after his return from hisn;-

gociation in Flanders.

There had been feveral fquadrons fent to chailife the Alge-

rines, both by the Englifh and Dutch ; but very few of them

had been able to efFedl any great matter ; they, generally fpeak-

ing, contented themfelves with fome flight action, to the pre-

judice of thefe corfairs, and then concluded a peace ; which

was ufually broken by that time they, with their fquadrons,

were returned home ^. The confideration of this, together

with the loud complaints of the merchants, induced the court

to fix, upon Sir Edward Spragge to command a fquadron in

^hofe feas, in hopes of his meeting with greater, or making

f> Philjps's cr.nrir.mtion of Heath's chronicle, p. sCy. Lrrd Arlington, in

his letter to Sir William Temple, dated London, December ii, 1668, fays,

" The besrer, Sir Edward Spragge, is fent, by his majcfty, to the cjnftable

" of Caftile, to compliment his excellency upon his arrival in Flanders;

" where, btcaufe it is pofTifale you may either meet h.inn, the ('aid Sir Edward,
*' according to your late credential, or fend to him, in order to fomething in

•' his m.jefty's fervice; I thought I conld not do lefs than, in a few lines, let

•' you know, that he is a brave man, and hath long fcrved his maj'sfty faith-

" full)', (particularly with much gallantry in the laft Datch wars); that you
" may, on all occafions, put that value upon him which is his due, and which
*' (hall be always acknowledged by," ire. Sir Edward returned to Vv^hirehjll,

from his embafTy, on the 29th of January following. Annals of the uni-

verfe, p. 109.

<^ Echard's hid. of England, p. 893. Anna'is of the univerfe, p, 30c. Hid.
of the Dutch war, p. 45. An cxaf^ relation of (he afiions of his najefty's fiiet

under prince Rupert, p. 5. d See p, 132.

more
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more ufe of his fuccefs than his predeceflbrs, from his known

courage and refolution ; for it is confefled, by the writers of

thofe times, that Sir Edward greatly refembled the earl of

tiandwich, and concealed, like him, a high and daring fpirit,

under the moft captivating addrefs, and moft polifhed beha-

viour.

He failed from England, on this expedition, in the fpring of

the year 1671, with five frigates, and three fire-fliips, and there

might be as many more Ihips in thofe feas^ fo that, in all, his

fleet confifted of about twelve fail. In the latter end of the

month of April, he had intelligence that there were feveral

Algerin€ men of war in Bugia bay; on which, he called a

council of war, when it was refolved, that he ought immediate-

ly to attack them. In purfuance of this refolution, he failed

thither; but, in his paffage, had the misfortune to have the

Eagle fire-fhip difabled by a ftorm ; and, foon after, «ne of his

lliips fpringing her main-mall:, was obliged to bear away for

the Spanifh (liore. Sir Edward, however, perfifted in his de-

£gn, refitted the Eagle, and bore into the bay of Bugia with a

brifk gale, not doubting that he (liould be able to fire the fhips

:

but by that time they got within half-fliot of the caflle and

forts, it feil a dead calm ; and when the wind rofe again, it

proved contrary.

On the 2d of May, they were able to do nothing, for the

fame reafon, the wind changing every half hour ; upon which,

Sir Edward refolved to make an attempt upon them in the night

with his boats, and the fmalleft of his fire-(hips, which rowed

as well as a long-boat. About twelve o'clock that night, he

executed his project, fending in all his boats, and the Eagle

fire-fhip, un<ler the command of his eldefi lieutenant Mr. Nu-

gent ; but the night proving very dark, and the high land ob-

fcuring the fiiips as they drew near them, they pafi'ed by ; and

lieutenant Nugent leaving one of the boats with the fire-fliips,

befides her own, rowed in, to difcover the enemy, leaving or-

ders, with the captain of the fire-fhip, to come to an anchor,

in cafe he found flioal water. The lieutenant had not left them

a minute before he perceived himfelf within piflol-fliot of the

fiiips ; and, concluding the bufincfs now as good as done, fleer-

ed
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ed oiF again to find the fire-lhip, and, to his amazement, faw

her all in flames ^.

The enemy talcing the alarm at this, the lieutenant was forced

to row off with his boats ; and fo this promifing advantage va-

nlflied, which had given hopes of burning ail the Algerine

men of war, without the lofs of a man. The next day, the

enemy unrigged all their fhips, and made a ftrong boom with

their yards, top-mafts, and cables, buoyed up with cafks, for

which they had all the leifure and conveniency they could wifh,

the wind hindering the Englifh from doing any thing ; and, to

try the admiral's patience to the very utmoft, it fo fell out, that

by a drunken gunner's firing a piftol, his other fmall fire-fiiip

was deftroyed ; fo that he had now none left but the Little

Viftory, which drew too much water to enter that part of the

bay where the Algerines lay f

.

On Monday the 8th of May, 1671, there appeared a confi-

derable body of horfe and foot in the neighbourhood of the

bay, which were foon after difcovered to be an efcort to a very

large convoy of ammunition fent from Algiers to the fiiips ; on

the fafe arrival of which, they fired all their cannon, to teftify

their joy. Sir Edward Spragge confidering this, and not know-

ing what future reinforcements they might receive, refolved to

take the earlieft opportunity of making his lafi: and utmoft ef-

fort ; and, in order thereto, dire(5led the Viclory to be lighten-

ed, fo that fhe might not draw above eight feet. About noon,

there fprung up a fine breeze to the eaft ; upon which, the ad-

miral gave the fignal for the men of war to draw into a line,

and bear up into the bay; immediately after, the wind funk at

once, fo that they defpaired of doing any thing 3.

But about two the gale fprang up again, and the fhips bore

in, as they were diredled. The admiral came to an anchor in

^ In thofe dayt, our fire-Pjips and bomb vefTels were by no means fo perfsfl ui

their conftru^ion, or fo fecure againft accidents, as they are now.

f This bay the Romans called the Numidian gulf. The town of Bugia was

built by them, and the walls (lill remain. Don AIopzo de Peraka, the SpanilJs

governor, furrendered it, in the xvith century, to the Al^eiines; for which he
loft his head.

S Shaw's travels, p. 44. Strabo calls this place Sarda, the Romans Saldis;

and the true orthography of the modern nsn^e is Boojciah ; the 6iind of whicU
h prcfervcd in Bugia,

four
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four fathom water, ciofe under their caflle-walls, vvhich fired

upon him continually for two hours. In this fpace he fent in his

own pinnace, and thofe of the Mary and the Dragon ; thcfe cut

the boom, though not without confiderable lofs. Lieutenant

Pin, who commanded the Mary's boat's crew, had eight wound-

ed with himfelf; lieutenant Pierce of the Dragon was alfo

wounded, with ten of his men, and one killed. In the ad-

miral's own pinnace there were feven killed, and all the reft

wounded, except Mr. Harman, who commanded it ''.

The boom being cut, the fire-fhip went in, and getting up

athwart their boltfprits, their lliips being a-ground, and fall: to

the caftles, flie burnt very well, and deftroyed them all. Cap-

tain Harris who commanded her, his mailer's mate, gunner,

and one of his fcamen, were defperately wounded with fmail

Ihot, and this at their entrance ; fo that probably the whole de-

fign had proved abortive, if the admiral had not with great pru-

dence commifTioned Henry Williams (then one of his mailer's

jr.ates, but who had formerly commanded the Rofe fire-lhip) to

take the charge of the velTel, in cafe the other was difabled;

which he did accordingly, and performed all that could be ex-

pelled from him '.

This lofs was irreparable to the Algerines, who had picked

cut thofe feven men of war, that were here burnt, on purpofe to

fight Sir Edv.'ard Spragge ; had furnilhed them with their beft

brafs ordnance from on board all the reft of their veflels, witli

between eighteen and nineteen hundred chofen men double-offi-

cered, under the command of old Terkey their admiral, of

whom between three and four hundred were killed, the caltles

and town miferably torn, and a vaft number of people in them

ilain and wounded; and, which much increafed the misfortune^

ail their furgeons chefts were burnt on board their fiiips, fo that

numbers died for want of having their wounds drefled. Befides

the men of war, (of which we fhall give a lift), there were burnt

a Genoefe fliip, a fmall Englifh prize, and a fcttee ''.

Ari

•> Sir EcUvard declared he had never feen a bolder attempt, or one better exe-

cuted by officers and feamen,

> Annals of the univerfe, p. iiSj. A'.las g^o^raph. vol. iv. p. ipj. Burchct's

naval hiftory, p. 40a.

^ 'tins account of Sir Edward Snragge's expedition is taken, firft, from his

inlTruitioiis,



Sir EDWARD S P R A G G E. 281

An exadt List of the Algiejr. ships burnt in Boujeiah,
or BuGiA Bay, with their number of guns, and age of the

vefiels, May 8, 1671.

Ships names.
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our court, but had not as yet broke out. Sir Robert Holmes^y.

who had been the principal inffrument in bringing on the firft

Dutch war, was employed alfo to begin this, by attacking the

Smyrna fleet, which was then expected home. On the I2th

of January, Sir Edward Spragge met with Sir R.obert HolmesV

fquadron near the Ille of Wight j^ and, upon Sir Robert's inqui-

ring news. Sir Edward very frankly told him, that he had failed

feverd days with the Dutch Smyrna fleet, and that in a day or

nvo's time they might be certainly expe<£led °.

Sir Robert Holmes was very well pleafed with this news, but

took great care to fay nothing that might give him the leaft inti-

mation of his having any orders to attack them, though, if he

had fo done, and required Sir Edward's aflifl-arce, he could not

poflibly have failed of taicing or dcflroying that whole fleet,

which was reckoned to be worth a million and half fterling, and

on the taking of which the king depended for a fupply towards

carrying on the war. But Sir Robert, averfe to fliaring any

part of the reputation that might be acquired by this action, ufed

his utmoft diligence that no body Ihould have any hand in the ex-

ecution of it bnt himfelf, in which, however, he had no fuccefsr

-.nid, as this blafled his reputation with the world, fo it produ-

ced a quarrel between him and Sir Edward Spragge, which

could never afterwarxls be compafed *>.

When his royal highnefs the duke of York had refolved to

take upon himfelf the command once again of the Enghfh navy,.

J4ir Edward Spragge was chiefly depended on for aflembling the

fleet, and preparing all things for the reception of his royal-

highnefs, as I And by an order directed to him as commander in

chief of his mnjefty's fleet, dated June 15., 1672 Pj and he per-

formed his part lb well, that by the end of the month all things

were completely ready,, and his highnefs Vfas invited on boards

who joined him foon after, together with the earl of Sandwich,,

iuid other perfons of diflinclion. He was prefent in Solbay figlit

" Sec the growth of Popery, by Andrew Marvcll, where we are told, Sir Ed-

ward Spraggt's fquadron was fuil in fight when Sir Robert Holmes attacked the

Dutch Smyrna firet, and that captain Legge made fail after him to bring him
hack to tlieir alUllance, till called away by a gun from his own admiral,

° Memoirs of John, duke of Buck'nghamfhire, vol. ii. p. 11. Eurnei's hiftory

of his own timep, Vol. ii. p. 307. Cuke's dcteftion of the four laft. reigns, b. iv,

p. 61. P Memoirs of the royal navy, [\ 3^46.

the
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ihc 28th of May, and diftinguiflied himfclf therein by finking a

Dutch (Ijip of fixty guns : during the reft of that campaign he

behaved with his accuftomed diligence, and returned with great

reputation after it was over, which very probably determined the

court to employ him (as they did) the uext year in fo high a it?.-

tion 'J,

When the duke of York, by the pafllng of the test a^l,

-was obliged to part with his command, and the court, to gratify

the defires of the nation, lay under an abfolute necelTity of ma^

king ufe of prince Rupert, they took care to fecure the licet not-

withftanding, by employing on board it fuch officers only as they

could beft, and his highnefs could leaft truft. Sir Edward
Spragge was to carry the b l u e flag, infliead of Sir Robert Holmes

whom his highnefs propofed j and, becaufe there had been a

difference between thefe two admirals, the court thought fit to

lay Holmes intirely afide, though he was a very aclive man, and

had been much in their confidence % Before the fleet put to fea.

Sir Edward was fent with the character of envoy extraordinary

to France, where he was received with all poffible refpe^t, ex-

ceedingly carefied during his ftay, and, at his taking leave, had

a prefent made him of great value. His bufinefs was to renew

the treaty with that court, to fettle the rules that were to be ob-

ferved on the junction of the French and Englifii fleets, and to

xeftore the old friendfhip between the courts, which feemed to

be fomewhat injured by the late proceedings in England ^ As
no circumftanccs of Sir Edward Spragge's negociatior. or inftruc-

tions were ever communicated to prince Rupert, it gave him frefii

grounds of diflifce ; fo that, when Sir Edward came to hoift his

ilag, there was a great coldnefs between them^

This did not hinder our admiral's doing his duty verv gallantly

in the engagement whkh happened ou the 28th of May, i6'j2-*

1 The fecret hiflories of thofe times fay, that the niifcarriage of the defign on

'the Smyrna fleet overfet the fchemes of the cabal, who hoped thereby to make

the two nations irreconciiahle, to have embarked the merchants and the people

in the quarrel, and to have obtained, by the fale of the cargo, a fund for the

^campaign, which othcrwife they fcarce'^ aew how to gf-t.

f True account of the i€lions of the fleet under prince Rupert, &c. p. S.

•6 Annals of the univerCe, p. 307. C'lumna rortrata, p. 133.

^ True account of the actions of the fleet under prince Rupertj p. 9.

N n 2 wherein
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wherein he fought Van Tromp feven hours, forced him to go.

froni the Golden Lion into the Prince on Horfeback, and thence

into the Amfterdam, from that into the Comet, where he had

certainly either been killed or taken, if he had not been relieved

by de Piuyter". Sir Edward alfo twice changed his fliip. Thefe

circumftances are not mentioned at all in the account which was

publilhed after Sir Edward's death ; but in prince Rupert's letter

to the earl of Arlington the matter (notwithftanding the quarrel

betwixt them) is very fairly ftated. <* Sir Edward Spragge,'-*

fays his highnefs, '* did on his fide maintain the fight with fo

f< much courage and refolution, that their whole body gave

*< way to fuch a degree, that, had it not been for fear of the

?* fhoals, we had driven them into their harbours, and the king

«' would have had a better account of them ^."

In the battle of the 4th of June, Sir Edward is generally

blamed for coming, juft before the engagement began, lix miles

in his boat to receive his highnefs's orders'^: however, after he

returned, he behaved with great refolution, forced Van Tromp,

with whom he was again to contend, twice to change his fhip,

and would inevitably have either taken or deftroyed him, if he

had not been relieved by the admiraL The hazard that he ran,

provoked him fo againfl: vice-admiral Sweers, that he accufed

liim to the flates-general. Prince P».upert in his letter takes no

notice of Sir Edward Spragge's behaviour at all; and, though it

is very certain that he had the ^^dvantage of Van Tromp in this

a<5lion, yet even that is concealed by an author who pretends

to more than ordinary knowledge of all that pafied. The Dutch

writers confefs his bravery, and own he pufl^ed them hard ; and

Tromp in his letter to, tl:^e ftates fays, that he was forced to re?

treat a .little before it was dark ''.

In the third battle., which happened on the i ith of Auguft,

•>ir Edward Spragge with the blue fquadron was in the rear,

where it is faid, that notwithftanding he had promifcd prince

u Bafnage annales ties provinces wnies, vol. ii. p. 411. Sec alfo p. 151. of

(his volume. w gge that letter printed by authority, and dated from on

board the Royal Charles, off the Oyfter bank, May 29, ;6 7j. " True

account of the actions of the fleet vinder prince Rupert, p. ip, il. f The
vriter above-mentioned is the author of the reluion fo often cited, who had

himfelf a comnnand in the fleet. Bafnage annales des provinces unjes, vol. ii.

p. 4'(5. h<i CIt!C, tcme ii, p. 541. Sec alfo p. 153.

Rupert
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Rupert not to part from his fide, yet, being provoked by Van
Tromp, he laid his fore-top fail to the maft to flay for him, and,

having engaged his fquadron, continued fighting for many hours

at a diftance from the body of the fleet. Sir Edward was at firft

on board the Royal Prince, andVan Tromp in the Golden Lion ;

but after a difpute of about three hours, in which the Dutch

admiral alwrays avoided, as much as pofTible, coming to a clofc

fight, Sir Edward's fhip was fo difabled, that he was forced to go

on board the St. George, as Van Tromp for the fame reafon did

on board the Comet. Then the fight between them began again

with greater fury than before : at laft the St. George was fo

battered, that Sir Edward thought fit to leave her, and to en-

deavour to go on board the Royal Charles; but, before his boat

had rowed ten times its own length from the St. George, it was

pierced by a cannon- fhot ; upon which the crew endeavoured as

ftrenuoufly as men could do to get back again ; but, before that

could be efFe(Sted, Sir Edward was drowned, his hands taking

fo ftrong hold on the fide of the boat, that, when it came to

float, he was found with his head and fhoulders above water ^.

This glorious though untimely end had the brave Sir Edward

Spragge, who thereby made good what he promifed the king

when he took leave of him, that he would either bring him Van
Tromp alive or dead, or lofe his own life in the attempt ^. Thefe

admirals, indeed, feem to have had a particular paflion each to

overcome the other; for they had conflantly fought in every

battle from the time that Sir Edward Spragge fucceeded the earl

of Sandwich, and Van Tromp came again to command the Dutch

fleet in the room of Van Ghent. The Dutch writers fpeak of

his death with vifible regret, and own, that he was one of the

braveft men and beft: commanders that ever fought at fea^ : our

own writers are profufe in the praifes they beftow on his valour,

and therefore I fliall content myfelf with citing only one tefti-

2 An cxaCi rclati hi of the anions of the fleet virder prince Rupert, &€.

p. 14—u. Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. S93. Annals of the

iiniverfe, p. 304. Memoirs of Sir John Rerefby, p. xz. See alfo p. 158.

a Ecliard's hiltory of England, p. 894. •> Brandt leeven Van de Ruyter,

p. 860, 861. Le Clerc hirt, des provinces unies, torn. iii. p. 345. Vie de I'ad-

miral de Ruyter, ii. partie, p. ijj. The Dutch in this aOJion had two very brave

officers viz. captain David Zweerts and Jan Paulz Van Gelder, killed, in whofs

honour they ftruck magnificent medals.

mony
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reony in bis favour, which fliall be that of bifliop Parker, wlio

<lefcribes the laft fcenc of his life thus

:

" There was a remarkable fight between Spragge and Tromp;
•' for thefe having mutually agree4 to attack each other, not out

«' of hatred but a thirft of glory, they engaged with all the rage,

*' or, as it were, with all the fport of war. They came fo clofe to

.** one another, that, like an army of foot, they fought at once

** with their guns and fwords. Almoft at every turn, both their

" fliips, though not funk, were yet bored through, their cannon

<' being difcharged within common gun-fliot: neither did our

** ball fall in vain into the fea, but each Ihip pierced the other, as

«' if they had fought with fpears. But at length, three or four

<* fhips being Ihattered, as Spragge was pafling in a long boat

" from one fliip to another, the boat was overturned by a chance

" (hot, and that great man, not being ficilled in fwimming, was

« drowned, to the great grief of his generous enemy, who, after

<* the death of Spragge, could hardly hope to find an enemy
<« equal to himfelf. But thus it happened, that when that brave

<* man had overcome fo many dangers, his country being now
" victorious and fafe, no honour remained for him to i-eceive,

<» but the reward of a glorious death =."

We will take this opportunity of mentioning what became of

the vefTel which Sir Edward Spragge firll quitted, and on board

which he chofe to hoift the blue £ag. This was the Royal
Prince, a firft rate, of the burden of fourteen hundred tons,

carrying one hundred pieces of brafs cannon, and feven hundred

and eighty men''. She was exceeding well built, in perfeft good

order, and allowed to be as line a fliip as any in either of the

fleets. Before Sir Edward left her, all her malls were gone, moft

of her upper tire of guns were difabled, four hundred men kil-

led, and in other refped^s very little better than a wreck. In this

Situation, a large Dutch man of war bore down upon her with

two fire- fliips, refoived to burn, fink, or take her. The firft

lieutenant, giving all for loft, ordered the colours to be ftruck,

c Bifhip Parker's hillory of his o*n times, p. 157. The fame prelate in ano-

ther part of his hidory tells us, that Sir Eluard Spragge was a perfun the h)ve

and delight of all men, as well for his noble courage, as the gentle fweetnefs of

bis temper, p. ii6.

d Thus this velTel (lands ia -be lift of the r-'yal navy, A. D. 1671.

and
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and the men to fliift for themfelves ; but the gunner, Mr. Richard

Leake, a bold determined man, who had before given the

llrongeft proofs of condufband courage^, ordered the lieutenant

to quit the deck, took the command himfdf, funk the twofire-

fhips, forced the man of war to flieer off, and brought the

Royal Prince, wreck as fhe was, fafe into port f. This gen-

tleman, who was father to the famous Sir John Leake, was, for

thefe and other fervices, made keeper of the ordnance ftores,

and mafter-gunner of England s
j a man, whofe name lived long

in the memories of feamen, and fhould live for ever, could my
pen confer immortality ''.

Thefe were amongft the great men who carried the glory of

the Englifia arms fo high, and who effedlually fupportcd the ho-

nour of the flag. If the reader mifics the memoirs of fome

whofe actions are mentioned in our hiftory, it is becaufe they

belong to another place, in confequence of their having furvived

this reign,, and that unfortunate one which fucceeded it; but

thefe are at leall: the principal heroes to whom were ov/ing our

diftinguilhed viQories, which raifed our reputation fo much, ex-

tended our commerce fo far, and might have brought us mucU
greater advantages, if our domeftic divifions had not in fome

meafure fruftrated their labours,, and defeated our expedlations-

from thofe naval fuccefles, which -11 of them hazarded, and

many laid down their lives to purchafe '. A memorable mis-

fortune this! and which we ought never to forget, if we defire

to avoid feeling the effedls of fo wretched a conduct, with a

fhort explication of which, as a neceffary comment on what has

been already faid, we fhall conclude this chapter ''.

^ Philips's continuation of Heath's chronicle, p. 560. f The old and

true way of manning the fleet. London, 1707, 410. 6 Chamberlayne's-

pyefent (late of England, i8:h edition, p. 616.

'' Adlions hke thele do honour to ouf feamen, to the Britifti nation, and add

luftre to naval hiflory.

i The adminiftrition, in the beginning of the king's reign, had fo littlf confi-

<4encc in the parliament, that they parted with Dunkirk, rather than alk for mc-
/ley to keep it. The parliamen,t, tOA^ard the clofc of his reign, h^d fo little con-

fidence in the adminiftraiion, that they fosced him to blow up Tangier. Thcfirft

Dutch war was made, by advice of parliament, againiT ihe fenfc of minifters; the

fccond, at the pcrfiiafion of minifterf, againd the fcnfe of parliament : from that

lime fa<flions prevailed, the public debt began, and public confufion enfued.

k Compare Sir William Temple's menioirs. Cuke's dete^icn, Keiinet's com-

plete h\ifi'jry, N'.ulL'i cxanKn, and Df. Welwuod'i memoirs.

The
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The two Dutch wars were very difagreeable to a great prf!

of the nation, through an apprehenlion of their conlequenccs $

and therefore the gallant exploits performed by our feamen, and

the advantages gained by the laft peace, which has fecured us

from any fubfequent quarrels with that nation, were not, at

leaft generally, looked upon in the light they deferved ; but

fuch as did their duty, and a£led vigoroufly in their ftations,

were difliked, and treated as the fervile creatures of a court,

ready to attempt any thing for which they received orders '.

This was certainly very injurious ufage, and fuch as muft

have contributed to fink the fpirits of many. The true merit

of a foldier, or feaman, certainly confiils in executing vigo-

roufly the orders he receives ; and things are carried too far,

when we pretend to make them accountnble for thofe orders ;

becaufe, if this maxim ihould be once eftabliflied, fuch confe-

quences muft inevitably flow from it, as would be far more de-"

trimental to fociety, than the affording a certain meafure of ap-^

plaufe to fuch gallant attlons as might be performed upon

wrong principles "*.

Of this 1 might give a flagrant infi:ance, by referring to

a certain hiftory, where Sir Robert Holmes is feverely cen*

fured for doing what a council of war dirctSleii j and fome per*

fons, who had been attainted by parliament, are juft'fifdj and

commended for affifting the Dutch to invade this nation, and

to deftroy our flaips at Chatham ; which is a doctrine of a very

dangerous nature, and directly contrary to that true public fpi-

^it which ought to influence all men, and all parties, to bear

whatever may be required of them for their country's good, and

to forbear avenging themfelves upon her, whatever provoca-

tions, from their rulers, they may receive ".

1 Burnet's hift. of his own tirties, vol. i. p. J07. Norili's examen, p. si.

Coke's dctcfti.n ot the four lart reigns, p. ii. p. 39.

»" This was the fentiment of Montague, Blake, and Ayfcue} for which they

were rever cenfured.

n Oldmixon's hiflory of the Stuarts, vol. i. p. J31, 565. Bafnage annales dcs

provinces unies, vol. i. p. 784. Le Clcrc hifloiic des provinces iinies, tome iii.

p. 151, 151, 194—196. By comparing thefe paflages, the reader will fee, that

the Dutch Biuhors are far from writing with fpleen, or refeiitment of thefe tranf-

a^ions : fo diffi^rent is party rage, from national attachment

;

After
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After having pointed out this error on one fide, I fliall, witli

equal freedom, lay open one, no lefs criminal, on the other : I

ifnean the court's tdo great regard for France, which was high-

ly detrimental to the trade of theie nations, and had well nigh

been the deftruciion of our navy. It is a monflrous thing to

afTert, and yet there are too ftrong proof^^f this truth for us

to avoid faying, that the adminiflration in the latter part of king

Charles's reig-n, from the time his. notions had a wrong turn

given them by the Cabal'*, favoured too much the French

fchemes, for the advancement of their commerce, to the pre-

judice of oufs ; in doing which, they ifl'ued fuch orders to the

officers of the navy, as made them juftly obnoxious to parlia-

ment, though very able men in their ftations, and thereby cre-

ated fuch an alteration in the management of things, as added

the ruin of our (hipping, to the hurt done our trade: whereas,

if the court had acted honeftly, and the nation been of one

mind, we might certainly have given law to Europe, and b-.>

come, even then, the greateft: maritime power the world ever

faw P.

We loft, by thefe errors, thdfe advantages at that time; and

the fenfe of this omiHion ought to be of fervice to us iio%v.

The fleet, at the death of king Charles II. was recovering, in-

deed, bvit very flowly "i. It is time to fee how a prince, who
took care of nothing elfe, profecuted that work with dili-

gence, and ruifed our tiavy to a better ftate than ever it was

before.

"^ This ajspellationj wliich will everlafiingly rer^ain, was firft fixed on that

miniflry by a pamphlet iniitled, England's appeal from the private C£bal at

^Vhi[chal! to the great cou/.cil of the nation. London, 1673. 4to, by Sir W.
Coventry. (Wood's Atlien. Oxon, vol, ii. col. 793.) Cake, however, afcribes

it to fecretary Trevor.

P See Andrew Marveli's growth of Popery, with the lifls of (hips taken by

French privateers, the reports from the commiuee of council, and the king's

orders. See Itkewife the charatSter of Sir Ellis Leighton, who was intrullfd

to folicit the rcftitnticn of ihofc l>,:ps in France, as given by bilhop Bcrnet, of

his own knowledge. Vol. i. p. 300, 355, 360. See alio Sir Richard Balflrode's

liietr^oit-s. ^ Secretary Eepys's fnemoirs of thc'roya! naVy, p.

13—11. Sir Peter Pcti's future happy flute of Eng'.and, p. 186. Sir D.

Norfh'i life, p. 173.

Vol. II. Oo LIVES
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ADMIRALS
INCLUDING A NEW AND ACCURATE

NAVAL HISTORY.

CHAP. XVII.

'the Naval Hiftory of Great Britain, during the

reign of King James II. containing an account of

the methods made ufe of for reftoring and improving

the fleet ; their fuccefs, and the king's difappoint*

ment in his endeavours to prevent an invafion from

Holland.

FEW princes have ftruggled with greater difEculties^ be-

fore they afcended their thrones, than king James IL

and few ever fuftained a greater load of trouble after-

wards. He fucceeded his brother the 6th of February, 1685,

with the general acclamations of his fubje£ts, who expelled

great things from a king who came to the throne with fuch ad-

vantages^. He was then turned of fifty-one, had good natu-

ral parts, improved and ftrengthened both by education and

experience; inclined to, and very diligent in bufinefs; an able

» Echard's hift, of England, p. 1049. Sir Jshn Rercfby's memoirs, p. 18S,

ifJg, Lond. Gaz of February 6. N*^. aooC,

economjft

:
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«conomi(l: in fine, a prince who, if he had conduced public

affairs with the fame cafe and dexterity which he fhewed in the

management of his private concerns, his reign muft^have been

as happy and glorious, as it proved troublefome and unfcfN

tunate ^.

It was his great foible, that he was conftantly influenced by

foreign councils, which is a thing the Englifh nation cannot en-

dure ; and, indeed, it is impollible they fliould : for as our

conftitution differs from the conftitution of all the ftates upon

the continent, it is fimply impracticable to govern us well, by

any other fyftem of politics than our own '^. King James knew

this well enoagh; and yet his fondnefs for the Popilh religion,

threw him into the arms of France, and engaged him, while a

fubje£l, to a£t as a tool ; when a king, to rule as a viceroy to

Lewis XIV. and this at a junfturc, when, if he had been of

the religion of his fathers, and had complied with the defires

of his people, he might have given law to that haughty mo-

narch, and been efteemed the deliverer of Europe''. His bi-

gotry blinded him ; fome of his miniflers abufed his confidence-;

till, by a feries of bad management, he made his affairs defpe-

rate, and iofl the afFediions of his people, which foon loft him

all.

Yet, as wrong as his conduct was, in almoft every othex-

particular, the care he took of naval affairs, deferves to be

tranfmitted to pofterity with juft applaufe. He had long exer-

cifed the office of lord high-admiral, in the reign of his bro-

ther, and underftood it thoroughly j he knew, too, the difor-

ders which had crept into the whole economy of the fleet, in

the fix years immediately preceding his accefTion ; and he was

well acquainted, befides, with the difficulties the late king

had found, iii difcovering and applying remedies to thefe mif»

chiefs.

b Coke's deteition of the four lafl reigns, book v. p. 7. Sir John Rerc/by's

memoirs, p. 189, zoo. Burnet's hiflory of his own times, vol. ii. p. ipi,

2P3. ' Montefqnieu de I'efprit des loix, liv. xi. chap. vi. liv. xix.

ehap. xxviL d S. Puffendorffi rcrum Brandenbiugicarum hift, lib. xviii.

Echard's hiflol-y of England, p. 1049. Burnet's hiftor/ of his own times,

ol, i. p. 0x3,

O o 2 As
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As foon, therefore, as he was ft;ated on the throne, he be--

gan to confider Lonv a total reformation might be wrought, and

tlie afF^irs of the navy be not only fet riglit for the prefent, hvX

aifo be put into iych a fettled courfe, as that they might not

fuddenly go wrong again ^. With this view, he confulted Mr.

i'epys, and foaie other confxderable perfons, on whofe abilities

and integrity he tould depend; and having learned from them

what was neceffary to be done, to bring about the ends at which

he aimed, he firfl affigned a dated fund of four hundred thoii-

;fand pounds a~ye<u-, payable quarterly ou| of the treafury, for

the fervice of tte navy; and then iiTued a fpecial Gommifiion for

fettling all things relating to it, and for putting the management

thereof into fuch a method, as might need few or no alterations

in fucceeding times f.

This commiflion was the vvifeft a<St of his whole reign, and

anfwered very eiTedlually all that was, or intleed eould be, ex-

pecled from it. It was grounded, as to form, on a commif-

fionwhich had ifiiied, for the Hime purpofe, in the reign of his

grandfather, c£ which we h?.ve taken notice more than once^.

As the then conjmidioners of the navy were men of fair cha-

radler, though they had been fo unlucky in the management of

their office, the king would not remove them, but caufed their

zumes to be inferted In this commiirion, v;hich fupcrfeded their,

own, with the addition .of a few old feivants, though new com-

xniiTioners, on whofe inWl and vigilance he depended. The old

commiiRoners were, the lord vifcount Falkland, Sir John Tip-

pets, Sir Richard Haddock, Sir Phineas Pett, Sir John Narbo-

rough, Mr. Southevne, .Sir Richard Beach, Sir John Godwin :

the new ones, Sir Anthony Dean, Sir Joim Berry, Mr. Hewer,

and Mr. Si, IMichacl''. This conmViuion was dated the i7tliof*

April, i6^6j and by it the commj.Hioners wtre dircfted to in-

Muiie into, and reiiicdy all the diforders that were then in the

'" Chamberiayne's prefent ftat: of England, xvith edit. p. ii. p. 176— 181.

where the reader may find a clear, as well as copious account, of the ftate of

the navy at the king's accefiion. f Pepys's memoirs of the royal

navy, p. 31— 4.1. containing his own fucciniTl, cafidid, and pcrfpicuous propo-

f.tioii to liis nidjcOy, on which this whole reformation was grounded. 8 See

before, in this work, vol i. p. 484.

'» This was an unacceptalik fervice to the new coafmifnoners ; but when they

once w.re iii,;ihey u<ft.-d viaoroufi),

navv.



OF E I N G JAMES II. 293

payy, to reftore it, in every refpedl, ro good order, and from

time to time to report the proceedings to his majefly and the

privy-council, as they were particularly enjoined in that cona-

ipiflion'.

The commiiTioners vefled with thefe powers loft no time, but

.fell immediately en a diligent infpeftion into the ftate of tiie

navy, inquired ftridlly into the caufes of pail: mifcarriagei, with

refpefl rather to things than men, and taking fuch meafures for

the immediate remedy of the mifchiefs they difcovered, that

the old fliips were perfectly repaired; the new ones, where

they wanted it, altered and amended; the yards properly fup-

piiqd with the ableft vvorlcmen ; all the ftore-houfes filled with

\vhatever was requifite, bought at the beft hand, and, in all

refptcts, the beft in their kind ; the cflimates brought into pro-

per order^ and the whole economy of the navy reduced in-

to fo. clear a method, that it was impofiible any officer could be

ignorant of, or niiftaken in, his duty, the pubHc fervice fufter

in any of its various branches, or the king run any hazard of

being cheated, without an in^mediate difccvery of the clTender'^.

i The whole of thi? accoi;nt is taken irotxi Mr. Pepys's memoirs relating to

the (}<ite of our toy?! P'vy of Enpbnd j wherein he tells us, that the foliowin;;

qualiflcations were chiefly confidered in the choice of the new commiiuoners, pur-

Jiunt to H ineraoridl arldreiFcd by hitn to the king, and which was drawn by his

ni^ftcr's exprels directions, viz.

*' I. A pradifed knowledge in every part cf the works and metliods of your

" nsvy, both at the hoard, and in your yards. The not diferni.ng of which,

" (and the others that follow), appears to have co(l your royal brother ami you,

" within the forementioi'ed five years, above half a niiilion. II. A genersl

*' m^Ucry in the bunnefs and accompts, though more panicuLrly thofe incideuc

" to the atLirs of your r.avy. HI. Vigour of mind, joined with appicved in-

" duftry, zeal, and perfoiiil aptnefs for labour. IV. An entire reflgnaticn of

," themfelves, ancl their whole time to this your fervice, without liablenefs to

" avoration from other buliiiefs or pkafuve. V. LaiHy, Such credit with your

* fUijefly f r integrity and loyalty, as may (with the formtr conditions) lead

* both yiurf'elf, and my lord treafnrer, to an entire confidence of having sU

" done, that can be morally erpeif^ed fro-n them, in the advancement of your

'• fervice, and the circuirfpe^l and orderly difpcnfing and iir.provii'g cf your

" treafure."

k The regulations, in refpetft to naval affairs, when the king himfelf a^ed as

admiral, affiled only by Mr. Pfpy, as fecretary, at five hundred prunds per

(mnum falary, are allowed, by all feamen, to be as judicious and effc£tuil, and at

the Lme time as gentle, sod as practicable, as can be dsUitd.

Th.H
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That all this might more fully and indifputably appear, (be-

fides the reports direcSled by the commiffion being duly made),

the commifTioners engaged his majefly to vilic, in perfon, the

yarJs, docks, ftore-houfes, be. which, confidering his perfedl

acquaintance with naval affairs, made it impoffible he fhould be

deceived -, and then, having demonftrated the juftice of their

conduct, by leaving the navy much increafed, in perfect order,

and with lea-ftores valued at four hundred thoufand^ pounds,

they laid down their pofts, their commiffion being fuperfeded

with a juft approbation of their conduct, by letters patent under

the great fealj October 12, 1688. Thus, in little more than

two years time, this great reform was made, all the officers of

the navy in general paid, to a farthing, and a faving made to

the public, of three hundred feven thoufand five hundred and

feventy pounds, nine (hillings and fourpence ; and this for the

inconfiderable cxpence of fix thoufand pounds paid to the new

commiffioners'.

While this commiffion fubfifled, the king ifl!ued new instruc-

tions to the officers commanding his ffiips of war : thefe are

dated the 15th of July, 1686, and are extremely well calcu-

lated for promoting the public fervice, fecuring difcipline, and

pieferving proper memorials cf every man's particular merit,

. by obliging all captains, and fuperior officers, to depofite a per-

fect copy of their journals with the fecretary of the admiralty.

As many things in thefe regulations, might feem to bear hard

upon commanders, and to deprive them of thofe emoluments

which their predecelTors had long enjoyed, his majefty was

pleafed to grant them very confiderable favours ; fuch as a fet-

tled allowance for their tables'", feveral advantages in refpect

to prizes, l^c. and, in the clofe, gracioufly condefcended to

promife to take fpecial notice of, and amply to reward, every

in ftance of courage, care, or diligence, in any of his officers,

upon

i Memoirs o^ the royal navy, p. 15;. a ftnall treaiife little known, but, never-

thclefs, of incllimable value.

"* The reacfT may form a proper conception of the importance of this regula-

tion, by confidering the tollowing tihie; which fhews the proportioo maintained

Jn this new allowance, {o as to x.\.]ijt \k a juft equivalent for the perquifitcs taken

away by ;h:s uutn-.^ton.
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upon proper atteftatlons depofited with the fecretary of the ad-

miralty ".

We need not wonder, that, in confequence of fo unwearied

an attention, the Britifli fleet was in very good order when

king James had the firft notice of the prince of Orange's de-

fign i
but we may be juftly furprifed at the ftrange manage-

ment of maritime affairs from that time. A fquadron of (hips

was indeed immediately ordered to fea under the command of JSir

Pt-Oger Strickland, then rear-admiral of England, who was per-

haps the moft improper man in the world to command them,

on account of his being obnoxious to the feamen, by the readi-

nefs he he had (hewn in bringing priefts on board the fleet.

His fquadron was ordered to the Downs very indifferently man-

ned i and when he complained of it, and defired to have foidiers

at leaft fent on board, even this was very flowly complied with,

confidering the importance of the fervice**.

By his inftrudtions he was to have re,mained in the Downs ^

but conceiving that to be a very improper ftation for the fervice

he was expected to perform, after conluhing with the captains

in whom he could beft confide, he certified as much to the

court, and offered it as his and their opinion, that it would be

better for the fleet to remain at the buoy of the gun-fleet, near

Harwich. The king, as foon as he received this advice, fent

for lord Dartmouth, Sir John Berry, captain John Clements,

the three elder brothers of the Trinity-houfe at Deptford, and

Mr. Pepys, to whom he communicated Sir Roger Strickland's

Rate. Prefem
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letter, and, in confequence of their joint advice, fent the admiral

orders to fiiil out of the Downs with the firft eailerly wind, and

place bimfclf between the north Sand- bead aiid the Kentilh

Knock, there to continue under fail in the day-time, and at an-

chor in the night, in order to obferve the Dutch fleet, and to

g^in the bed inteiiigence of them he could, in purfuance of the

inltnuflions which were then fcnt him p.

When the danger appeared more clearly, this fleet was di-

rected to retire to the buoy in the Nore, and lord Dartmouth

was ordered to fea with fucb a reinforcement as made the whole

fleet under his command confifl: of forty men of war, of which

thirty-eight were of the line of battle, and eighteen fire-iliips.

This fleet being at the gun-fieet, and ready in all refpects to fiui,

a council of war waS called, wherein 8ir William Jennings, who

commanded a third rate, propofed to put to fea, and (land over

to the Dutch coafts, as the fliortefi: and fureft way to prevent an

invafion. This propofition, however, was reie£led by a great

majority, and fo it v/as rcfolved to continue there. The true

ground of this, as Mr. Secretary Burchet '^ fairly tells us, was

the fecret refolution of the greatefl: part of the captains to hinder

the admiral, in cafe he had come up with the Dutch fleet, froni

doing them much damage: and thus it appears how ineffe£lual

fleets and armies are, when princes have loil; the confidence of

thofe who ferve in, or command them.

It may not now be amifs to calf our eyes over to Holland, in

order to confider the force preparing there for this invafion. His

bighnefs the prince of Orange had about his perfon abundance

of Englifh noblemen and gentlemen, particularly the earls of

Shrewibury and Macclesfield, the lords Mordaunt, Wiltfliirei

Pawlet, Elan, and Dumblain, admiral Herbert, Mr. Herbertj

colonel Sidney, Mr. Rufiel, Sir Rowland Gwyn, major Wild-

man, Dr. Burnet, Mr. Harbord, Mr. Fergufon, and, befides

the general officers of the fl:ates, the marflial Schomberg, count

Charles, his fon Mr. Caillemotte, younger fon to the marquis of

Rouvigni, and two or three hundred French refugees \ The
fleet

P Burchet's raval hiftory. p. 4.11. Kennet's complete hiliory of England,

vol. iii. p. S^?. Echaid's hiftory of England, p. iiiz, ii:o. Sir John Rirtlby's

rnemoir*. p, 280. Q Nav^l hillory, p. 41.;. ^ Burnet's hiftory of

his own umes. vol. i. p. 752. Ecbard's hiftory of Ei'gland, p. 1118. Father

Ork•al^^'s
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fleet that was to carry thefe confifted of about fifty fail, mofl of

them third or fourth rates, and the tranfports were about five

hundred. Thefe, with twenty-five fire-fliips, made up the whole

navy : the land-forces embarked, were four thoufand horfe and

dragoons, and ten thoufand foot. It was very remarkable, that

though all the captains of thefe vefTels were Dutch, yet the chief

command was given to admiral Herbert % who very lately com-

manded the Englifli fleet -, and this with a view either to engage

fhips to come over, or at leali to encourage the feamen to defert.

In order to do this more efFedluallvj Herbert firft addrefled a

letter to his countrymen in the fea fervice, and then ftood with

the Dutch fleet over to the Downs, in order to look at the Eng-

lifli fquadron, and try what efledls his exhortations had produ-

ced ^ At that time his fuccefs did not promife much; and, after

a fortnight's cruizing, he returned to the Dutch coafls, with a

better opinion of the king's fleet, and a worfe of his own, than

when he failed. But, for all this, his epiftle did almoft as much
fervice as the force he commanded ; for, though the defertion

"was inconfiderable, yet by degrees the failors loft their fpirits,

and their oflicers began to cabal, and to confult, not how they

fliould execute the orders they had received, but how they

might beft take their meafures to fecure the fleet.

On the 19th of October, 1688, the prince went on board, and

the whole fleet failed that night ; but the next day, the wind

turning north, and then fettUng in the north-weft, it was found

impoflible to ftruggle with it, and therefore on the 21ft the fleet

returned, after having been rudely handled by a ftorm ". On the

firft of November the fleet failed again. The prince intended to

have gone northwards, and to have landed his forces in the

mouth of the Humber ; but a ftrong eaft wind rendered this im-

Orleans's hiftofy of the revolutions in England under the family of the Stunrts,

p. 310. s Le Clerc hifl. des provinces unies, tome iii. p. 409, Mcrnire

hiftorique et politique, tome v. p. izj/S. See our memoirs ©f admiral Herbert,

afterwards eat! of Torrington, in vol. iii. p. 198, 299. t ^n impariial

account of fome remarkaljle pafTiges in the life of Arthur earl of Torrington,

London, 1691, 4to, p. iz, 13. where the admiral's letter is printed at large.

w Kennel's hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 516. Life of king William, p. 13a.

Memoirs of Sir John Rere/by, p. 177, 480. The hidory of the defertion, or an

account of all the public affairs in England from the beginning of September

1688 to thciith of February fallowing. By Edmund Bohun, Efq;

Vol. II. P p practicable,
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practicable, and feemed to diredl them to a better courfe. Hitf

highnefs then failed weftward, the fame wind which brought

him to the Englifh coaft keeping in the king's fhips, though they

were come down fo low as the gun-tleet. There in a foggy day

they paffed the Englilh navy undifcerned, except a few tranf-

ports which failed in fight, while the Englifh fleet rode with their

yards and top-mafts down, and could not, by reafon of the ex-

traordinary viotence of the wind, purchafe their anchors.

On the 4th of November at noon, it was refolved on board

the Dutch fi'eet, that part of the fliips (hould go into Dartmouth

,

?.nd the reft into Torbay ; but in the night the pilots overlhot

both, and then it was determiiied to go into Plymouth, which,

if they had done, might have proved fatal ; but the wind, fud-

denly turning from eaft to Ibutli, corrected the error of their

pilots, and brought them fafe into Torbay,, where the army was'

immediately landed, and the prince made the necelHiry difpofi-

tions for drawing the country gentlemen in the neighbourhood

to join him"'.

As foon as the wind would permit, the earl of Dartmouth, a

gallant, loyal, and adlive officer, weighed with the EngliQi fleet,

and Hood to fea with a refolution to follow and fight the Dutch,

Secretary Burchet and bifhop Burnet feem to contradi6t each

6 her in what they fay on this fubjedl. The fecretary informs us>

that lord Dartmouth came before Torbay with his fleet, and

qave the Dutch an opportunity of feeing what his flrength might

have enabled him to do, if he had inclined to treat them as ene-

mies \ The prelate on the contrary fays, that lord Darrmouth

afliired him fome time after, that, whatever ftories the Dutch

might have heard either of cfHcers or feamcn, he was confident

thev would have fought very heartily y.

This feeming contradidlion may, however, be eafily reconci-

led ; for this difpofition of fighting is to be referred to the time

when the Englifh firfl got to fea ; and then, if they had come

up with the Dutch fleet, it is very probable they had come to

w Echard's hiftory of England, p. 11 ii. An impartial accoar.t ©f fome re-

xnaricable paflages, ^1^, p. ij. Memoirs of Sir John Rerelby, p. ;8r. The hil*

Cory of the defcriion, p. 59. ^ Memoirs of tranfaftions at fea during

ihe war with France, beginning in 1C8O, and ending in 1697, by Jofiah Biirchet,

'K.'cij London, 1703, 8vo, p, rp. y iiiflcry of hii own tinus^ vol. i. p. 789'

blo^Sr
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blows, and the bufinefs had been decided by a battle : hut when
the wind, turning to the fouth, carried the prince's fleet into

Torbay, it forced the Enghfh fleet back, and, afterwards rifing

into a fl:orm, ruffled them fo much, that it was two or three

<lays before lord Dartmouth came again before Torbay ; and then

it was that, as Mr. Burchet fays, he fhewed the Dutch a fleet,

capable indeed, but little inclined to hurt them. The feameu

had time in this fpace to confider wJiat they were doing, and

fuch of the officers, as were well aife£led to the prince's defign,

had an opportunity of working upon them, and difpofing things

for his fervice ; and thus that naval force, which the king had

cultivated with {o great care, and on which he depended fc?

much, proved of little or no ufe, as well as his army : fo difficult

a thing it is to bring Engliffimen to enflave England !

As to the condu6!; of the king after the arrival of the Dutch

rfleet, it was fo unaccountable in itfelf, and fo much has been

faid of it by other writers, that it is abfolutely unneceflary for

me to infill upon it'' : I fhall only obferve, that it was very

ftrange he paid fo little attention to the fleet, fince, if we except

the care he took in fending away his family, it -does not appear^

that he iflTued any orders relating thereto ; which will feem ftill

the more extraordinary, if we confider, that his admiral was not

only a man of quality, and one on whofe fidelity he could abfo-

Jutely depend, but alfo an experienced ofjcer, and a man ex-

tremely beloved by the failors. In all probability, be was deter?-

red from taking any meafores of this fort., by what happened at

ihe dockSj where the workmen employed in the fervice of the

royal navy rofe on afudden, and, (Without any other arms than

the tools belonging to their trades, drove out a regiment of re-

gular troops quartered at Rochefier and Chatham, and declared

for the Proteftant religion, and the prince of Orange.

It is alfo not improbable, that the king was difcouraged fronj

making any applications to the feamen, in whom he had formerly

fhewn much confidence, by the revolt of Guernfey and Jerfey,

where the people, and efpecially the failors belonging to the

veflels in their harbours, feized feveral Pcpilh officers, who had

2 Kennct, vol, iii, fitharrl, Sir John Rercfby's inemoips. S?e likevvire the me-

moirs of his grace jolin, duke of Biickinghatnfhire, vol, ii. p. pi.

P p 2 beei^
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been fent thither to difcipline their militia, and on other preten-

ces; and this upon the firft news of the invafion here''. To fay

the truth, the fea-faring people all over the nation, but particu-

larly in Briftol and London, declared unanimoufly and vehement-

ly againfi: his meafures*', and did all in their power to prevent

the moft obnoxious of his minifters, fuch as chancellor JefFeries*^,

and father Petre, from making their efcape ; which can be at-

tributed to nothing but the jufl fenfe they had of the iniquitous

meafures thefe people had purfued j for, as to themfelves, they

had no particular grievances.

But, what is ftill more ilrange, the king made no ufe of the

IFrench power at fea, though he was in the ftri6teft alliance

with that court. A French fleet, if fitted out at that jundure,

might have made the Dutch more cautious, even while this in-

vafion was under their deliberation, or if a French fquadron had

joined his own navy, as in his brother's time, when we were

engaged in the laft Dutch war, this muft have had a great

weight : for though, in the former cafe, the French fquadrons,

as we have fhev/n, never did any good, yet now the circumftan-

ces of things being altered, and the French king fo nearly con-

cerned in breaking a confederacy, which he knew to be forming

againft him, and of which this was the firft apparent aft, as

well as In fuccouring fo firm and fo ufeful an ally, there is reafon

to believe his officers and feamen would have a£ted heartily and

harmoniouily ^.

Beiides, the French naval power (without our king's aflif-

tance) was now become quite another thing than it was in the

Dutch war, fince very lately they had fought the Dutch upon,

equal terms in the Mediterranean with honour, and confequently

» FiUs's hiftory of the ifland of Jerfey, p. 115, 126. b Hiftory oftWc

defeniop, p. 84,88. Memoirs of Sir John Rerefty, p. zpj. Echard, p. njo.

* Memoirs of John, duke i)f Buckingham fhire, vil. ii. p 9p. A complete hiflory

<)f the life of George lord JefTerie?, London, 1689, 4to, p. 70.

d Quincy, hlft. militaire de Louis XIV. tome ii. p. r4i. There arc two caufes

anigned fur this conduct of the French: the firit, that Batillon, the trench am-

b^fi'ador here, iffured his mafler it would coft a long and bloody civ.l war to de-

throne king James ; fo that he might take his own time to relieve him : the fc-

cond, that liii rriinifter M. dc Louvois, leu by his own intercfts, rurned the arms

of France agaitift the hoiife of Auftria, which left the republic of Hollaed at full

ji'ucjty to employ t'.icir fiee' and forces in the fervicc of the prince of Orange.

v;srf
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were capable of fighting them elfewhere, as the ftates very well

knew, and would have been unwilling to run any fuch hazard.

But, above all, in fo delicate a conjunfturc, the appearance of a

large French fleet would have compelled his own to iight, and

in all probability would have raifed again the fpirits of the timid,

and put fufpeiled captains on exerting themfelves to wipe away

the imputations of their enemies. The engaging the Dutch on

any terms, was that at which he ought chiefly to have aimed

;

for an action muft have done him fervice, by rouzing the fpirits

of his failors, who would then have banifhed all difSdence, and

confidered nothing but the fupport of the Englifh reputation^

Thefe obvious advantages he mifled, either from a flrong perfua-

flon that his own force was more than fufficient to repel the in-

vaders, or, as it is commonly reported, by the advice of the

earl of Sunderland, who difcouraged the having recourilb to fo-

reign afllftance, from arguments drawn from the king and na-

tion's fafety ; and fo the king, when he wanted them moft, had

not either a fleet of his own or of his allies at his devotion

;

which if he had, it is not improbable he might have turned the

tables again, and forced the Dutch ofF the coaft^.

The miftakes committed on this fide were heightened in their

appearance by the great caution and wife management on the

oiher, as well as by the forefeen and unforefeen confequences

of the whole tranfa£tion. The embarkation was made with eafe-

the paflage better regulated by the winds, than it could have been

by their prudence; the defcent in the fitteft place in England for

landing of horfe ; fo that it was performed without difiiculty as

well as without danger. Bifhop Burnet f, therefore, fays truly,

that thefe lines from Claudian were very happily applied to the

prince of Orange'ti expedition

:

Q nitnium dileEle Deo! cut militat atheVy

Et Qanjurati veniunt ad clajjlca venti.

*' Oh heav'n-protefted chief ! whom (kies defend,

'* And on whofe call fubmiflive winds attend."

« Memoirs of Sir John Rerefby, p. 176, 280, 317. Echard's hiRory of England,

p. 1 1
1
5. See the earl of Sunderland's letter to a friend in London, dated Msrch 23,

j639, f Hiftory of his ov/n limesj vol, i, p. 790,

In
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In Holland they triumphed on the exa£t execution of the plan

laid down by the ftates, and the moft eminent news-writer they

then had, made this obfervation on the fuccefs of the prince's en-

terprize, in his refledlions on the hiftory of Europe for Novem-
ber 1688 : " The expence beftowed on the fleet and army, fet

** out from Holland, is a fign they are morally affured of the
*' fuccefs of the expedition, which I am apt to think has been a

." long time in agitation, though it was carried with that pru-

** dence and fecrecy, as not to be difcovered till it could be no
** longer concealed s." When fkili, induftry, and zeal were

viflbly on the part of the prince, and weaknels, i'rrefolution, and

diffidence apparent in all the king's meafures, it was impofllble

things fhould continue long indifpute, or that his highnefs, who
knew fo well how to ufe all the advantages that were in his

hands, fhould not prevail.

When lord Dartmouth faw the difpoiition of his officers, and

liow little it was in his power to ierve his mailer, he wifely

yielded to neceffity; and, failing once again into the Downs, and

there holding a council of war, it was refblved firft, to difmife

from their commands all fuch officers as were known to be Pa^

pifts, or fufpe<Sied fo to be, and then to fend up an addrefs to his

highnefs, fetting forth their fteady afte£lion to the Proteftant re-

ligion, and their fmcere concern for the lafety, freedom, and

honour of their country. Not long after this the fhips were dif-

perfed, fome to the dock-yards to be difmantled and laid up,

others to be cleaned and repaired, and fuch as were in the beft

condition for the fea were appointed for neceffary fervices ^.

Thefe were all the exploits performed by the Englifti navy

during the reign of a prince, who, while a fubje£t, had ferved

and acquired a reputation at fea, who underftood maritime af-

fairs perfeftly well, and who attended to them with extraordi-

nary diligence. But it ought to be remembered, that though this

ileet was ufelefs to him, yet it was of the higheft advantage to

the nation. If he had been lefs careful in this refpe6l, if he had

left the navy in a low condition, nay, if he had left it as he

found it at his brother's deceale, it would have been impoffible

S Msrcure hiftorjqu; et poHtjiju*, tom€ v. p. 114.6. h Burchet's me-

taoitSf p. sc.
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for us to have withftood the naval povirer of France, which had

been for feveral years growing, and about the time of the

I'evolution, or a little before it, had attained to its greateft

height '.

As it was, the king left behind him as numerous, and in

every refpeift as complete and well-furni(hed a navy, as England

had ever feen ; fo that, when the French came out with fuch a

ftrength aS amazed all the world, it furprifed indeed, but did

not fright us ; we were quickly in a condition to look them ia

the face : and the fubfequent part of this work will fhew, that

notwithftanding the mighty change that had happened in a fhorc

time abroad, and the pains almoil: every where taken to create

a naval force, yet we were as able to afTert our fovereignty in our

own feas, and to maintain the honour of our flag every where

eKe, as in any preceding period.

I SHALL conclude this chapter by exhibiting to the read-

er's view an exadl account of the fleet, and the conditiort

in which it was left by king James, in order to prove

what has been before alTerted, and to prepare him for the

hiftory of thofe a6tions at fea, which followed in the next

reign.

i Reflexions politiques fur les finances et fur le commerce, tome ii. p. 371,

from which ingenious and efteemed booit I have borrowed, for the reader's ulc.

An Abstract of the (late of the French Navy, A. D. i(S8i.

Rates. Number. Guns. Mar. Sailors. Soldiers.

Officers.

I. II 1080 1232 4' 32' 2485'

If. zt 1518 1719 4471^ i66i

lir. 36 1918 isjo <5»42 3008

JV. z6 1088 11(37 1713 ijya

V, so <So8 119 681 i790
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An Abstract of the Lift of the Royal Navy of England^

upon the i8th of December, 1688, with the force of the

whole.

Ships and VefTeli
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CHAP. XVIII.

The Naval Hiftory of Great Britain, under the

reign of king William IlL from the Revolution, to

the peace of Ryfwick.

TH E crown was no fooner placed on the head of the

prince of Orange, than he began to feel the weight

of it, and experience all the cares that neceflarily

attend it : he had not fo much ieifure to tafte in peace the firft

moments of royaky *, but found himfelf obliged to embark in

a war, as foon as he was feated on the throne. A war in

which all Europe was engaged, and engaged in point of inte-

reft -, for the ambitious defigns of Lewis XIV. were now fo

evident, that even the powers leaft inclined to a£lion, fawthem-

felves obliged to provide for their own fafety, by entering into

=> Memoirs of Sir John Rerefby, p. 34J. Life of king William, p. iz8.

Kennct's hift. of England, vol. ill. Burnet, Oldmixf)n's hift. of the Stuarts, vol.

ii. Tindal'j continuation of Rapin, vol. iii. p. 88,

Vol. If. Qjj a con-



30(5 N A V A L H I S T O R Y

a confederacy for efteftually oppofing the encroachments of

that afpiring prince.

The French king, on the other hand, inftead of difcovering.

any dread of this formidable alUance, began firft, by falling

upon the empire, and declaring war againfl Spain, at the fame

time that he provided for his ally, king James, whom he fent

over into Ireland, with a coniiderable force, efcorted by a

fleet of thirty fail of men of war, and feven frigates''. On
the 13th of March, 168S-9, that monarch landed at Kingfale,

from whence he went to Corke. On the fourteenth landed

M. de Lauzun with five thoufand French auxiliaries, and

king James fent over general M'Carthy, and as many Irifli

to France. The following is an exa£l lift of the French fleet

taken at the time, and which therefore fecms very worthy ofbe-

ing here inferted :

LIST of the French fleet In Kingfale-Bay, March 12, 1689.

Com.manders. Ships Names. Guns. Men.

Lieut, -General Ic Marq. ")

de Antreville, 5
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It was upon this occafion, that the impolitic and inconfiderate

management in the two laft reigns, in refpeft to the correfpon-

dence held between our princes and the French king, manifeftiy

appeared by the prodigious growth of his naval power. Under
the adminiftration of the great cardinal Richlieu, France was {a

weak in this refpe^^, that this high-fpirited minifter was forced,

in very prefllng terms, to iblicit alhftance from the Swedes "^

j

and even in this reign, the protedlor Cromwell had fhewn the;

Utmoft contempt for the French power at fea. To fpeak the

truth, it was our wars with the Dutch, in the reign of king

Charles II. that, as the French themfelves confefs, gave them

firft an opportunity of learning, at the expence of the maritime

powers, what it was to make a figure on an element with which

before they were httle acquainted. This knowledge they fo far

improved, by fometimes fiding with the Dutch, and fometimes

with us, that in the fpace of lefs than twenty years, they

found themfelves able to deal with either nation, and in 1676,

a^ually beat the Dutch and the Spanifli fleets in conjunclion,

in the Mediterranean, and killed the famous admiral de Ruy-

ter**. At this time, tliey were grown fo much lironger, that

we fliall fee them, during a great part of this reign, endeavour-

ing to difpute the empire of the fea againft the joint forces of

both the maritime powers: which is liifBcient to fhew, with

how great difadvantage king William entered into the war, in

this refpedl ; hnce, while the enemy took all advantages of

pouring fupplies into Ireland, his affairs in England were fo

perplexed, that it was ibme time before he could provide fo

much as a force fuflicient to cruize on the coaft of that ifland.

At

^ As to this fa^, we find it in the cardinal's letters, vol, ii. p. 144.

d The inquilitive reader may find a fiiccincl view of the rife and proorefs of

the French naval power, under the reign of Lewis XIV. in father Daniel's

hiftoire de la milice Francoiie, iiv. xiv. chap. vii. But, to phce this matter

in the citareft light, and to give the Englilh reader a competent idea of the

French force at fea, as well as to enable him to judge for liimftlf, (which none

of our naVfl writers have done), of the comparative flrength of Enghfh and

French fleets and fqiiadrons, I fhali here give an exaft abftrad^ of the fJate

of the French fleer, as it ftood in 1681; and it was even in a better condi-

rion at the b-gi.Tuing O- the war, and to this recourfe may be had on all oc-

«iions.

Abstract
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At laft, admiral Herbert, who commanded the Engllfh fleet,

jn the beginning of the month of April, 1689, failed for Corke,
with a fquadron which confided of no more than twelve iLips

of war, one fire-fliip, two yachts, and two fmacks. Here he
feceived information, that king James had landed at Kingfale,

about two months before '. He then thought it proper to at-

tempt cutting oft' the convoy that had attended him from

France : with this view he failed for Breft, and cruized oft' that

port for fome time ; but hearing nothing of the French men of

war from the advice-boats he daily received, and having increafed

his force to nineteen fail, (of which, however, one \v:is but a

fmall frigate), he again fteered for the Irifh coaft, and towards

the latter end of April appeared oft" Kingfale.

On the 29th of that month he difcovered a fleet of forty-four

fail, which he judged were going into Kingfale, and therefore

did his utmoft to prevent it. The next day he heard that the

enemy were gone into Baltimore, hut, upon coming thither,

found that information to be falfe. The wind being then eafterly,

he flood for Cape Clear, and in the evening he faw them fland-

ing into Bantry bay. He lay ofl^ that place till morning, and

about break of day refolved to attack the enemy f. All our
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Englifh writers of naval hiflory agree, that the French fleet had

fome empty tranfports under their care, but the French writers,

who fliould certainly beft know what their fleet was doing, fay

pofitively, that they had only four merchant-fhips laden with

arms, bridles, faddles, powder, and ball, for the ufe of king

James's army, and a confiderable fum of money, which was on

board the men of war. This they (hipped, as foon as they per-

ceived the Englifli fleet, on board fix fire fliips, and fent thefe,

with the merchantmen before-mentioned, to land their fupplies

at a place in the bay feven leagues diftant, while they engaged

the Eiiglifli fquadron, that at all events they might be iafes.

Authors vary not a little as to the ftrength of both fleets,

which 1 take to be rather owing to partiality, than any real dif-

ficulty there was of coming at the fa£l:. Mr. Burchet fays, the

Englifn were but nineteen fhips in all ^. Bifliop Kennet more

truly reckons them twenty-two, wherein he agrees with all the

French relations '. The enemy's fleet confiited, according to

our accounts, of twenty-eight, according to their own, of no

more than twenty-four fail 's The Englifh had certainly the

wind, and might therefore have avoided fighting, if they had fo

pleafed ; but this was by no means agreeable to admiral Her-

bert's temper : he therefore endeavoured all he could to get into

the bay, that he might com-e to a clofe engagement ; but the

French faved him the labour, by bearing down upon him in three

divifions about ten in the morning on the firft of May. The
foremoft divifion confiftedof eight fhips under the command of

Mr. Gaberet; the fecond, of the like force, was commanded by

admiral Chateau-Renault ; the third, which was alfo of eight

ihips, had for its commander Mr. Forant: the fighf was pretty

S Hid. militaire, vol. ii. p, 149.

*' See his naval hiflory as above cited. M)- reafon P)r faying what I do in

the text, is my ohferving, that both the accounts maybe very wtl; reconciled;

Burchet fpeaking only of the largp fhips, and ihe other writers of all in generil,

that were under admiral Herbert's command.

» See his complete hiftory of Englaiid, vol iii. p. 564, where he tell"; us, that

the Englifh fleet confifted of eight third rates, ten fourth, and two fifth, with

two tenders.

k The marquis c!e Qu'ncy informs \i<, that the French fleet confiflcd, exclu-

Jive of the vefFels under li.tir convoy, of fii'iccn third, and uinc fourth rates;

and in this all the French writers agree.

warm
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tvztm for about two hours, but then flackened, becaufc a great

part of the Englilh fleet could not come up ; but they continued

firing on both fides till about five in the afternoon, admiral

Herbert keeping out all the time to fea, becaufe he found the

difpute very unequal, and that there was no other way by which

he could pofiibly gain the wind, and thereby an opportunity of

bringing his whole fleet to engage. But, about the hour before

mentioned, the French fleet flood into the bay, which put an

end to the fight. The Engjifli writers afcribe this either to

want of courage, or to the admiral's being reftrained by his or-

ders ; but the French inform us, that he retired in order to take

care of the fliips under his convoy, and that, after they had en-

tirely debarked the fupply they had brought, he difpofed every

thing in order to put to fea the next morning, which he did *.

This is the battle in Bantry-bay, which, though inconfiderable

enough in itfelf, (fince the Engliih, who had certainly the worll

of it, lolt only one captain, one lieutenant, and ninety-four men,

and had not more than three hundred wounded), is yet magni-

fied by fome writers into a mighty aftion. The Fiench had one

fliip called the Diamond fet on fire, and two others fo much

damaged, as to be obliged to draw out of the line. The affair

was certainly very inconfiderable, and any advantage that was

gained was rather to be afcribed to a favourable wind, and fu-

perior force on one fide, than to any want either of courage or

Gondu6l on the other"".

After the a£lIon admiral Herbert bore away for the Scilly

iflands, and, having cruized there for fome time, returned to

Spithead ; upon which occafion king William went down in

perfon to Portfmouth, where, to fliew he would dillinguifli and

reward merit, though not pointed out to him by fuccefs, he de-

J It mufl be acknowledged, that the French fpcak in too high terms of tliii

trivijl fucccls : the fleet, fiys M. Quincy, was out bat tuclve days in •*iiii.ii

fhart fpace they landed whst they carried in Ireland, bejt the Englilli fleet, .-wid

made feven Dutch prizes. On the other hand, our auihors are dcfirous of char-

ging fome mifmanagement on the French admiral j whereas in truth he did hi»

diity very exsfVly, an-^ (^nincy and The other French writers complain, that fi.r

want of the fire-diips he was unable to profecutc the advantaots he had oaineti,

N^hich feems to be the fh{[.

'•' The reader may confult Kennet, Bur et, and Biirchst, wl.o h^vc all givcti

their opinions on this fide the tiHcftion.

cUrei
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clared admiral Herbert earl of Torrington, and knighted criptaia

John Aftiby of the Defiance, and captain Cloudciley Shovel dF

the Edgar, giving at the fame time a bounty of ten fliillings to

each feaman, and making a provifion for Mrs. Ailmer, reli^lof

captain Ailmer, and for the reft of the widows of fuch as had

been killed in the aclion. This was perfedlly well judged by

that prince, and was indeed an a£t of his own, flowing from the

thorough knowledge he had of mankind, and the necelTity there

is of keeping up the fpirits of feamen, if v/e expe£l they fljould

perform great things. He faid, when he read the account of the

battle of Eantry bay, that fuch adlions were neccflary at the be-

ginning of a war, though tliey would be rafli in the courfeof itj

which lliews hib great penetration, and accounts for his creating

sdmirai Herbert a peer, after an aiFair in which he had certain*

}y no advantage".

The fleet being at length refitted, the admiral failed with it

for Torbay, in the middle of June, where he was afterward^

joined by a Dutch fleet, and by vice-admiral Killegrew's fqua-

dron, which had been cruizing before Dunkirk. This combined

fleet ftood over to the coaft of France, and continued cruizing

there, and in the foundings, till towards the latter end of Au-
guit ; and being then in great want of beer, and there being not

the leaft appearance of the French putting to fea, they returned

to Torbay, where foon after the fleet feparated, the larger fliips

v?hich wanted repair being ordered into port, and the reft diftri-

buted into lever.tl fquadrons for different fervices °. Before we
fpeak more particularly of thefe, it will be proper to take notice

of what was performed by fome other fquadrons, which had

been detached earlier in the year.

« Kennet'i. hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 564, Life of king William, p. 151,

Poinier's chronological hiftnian, vdI. i. p. 364. An impartial account of Tome
lemarkaKb palFa^rs in the life of Artiiur, earl of Torrington, p. lo, ii.

° Burchet's iir.va! hift.iry, p. 417. BiiTiop Burnet compUins, that this year
there was nothing confiderabie done at fea, and according to his manner infinu-

ates I kno* not what of treafon, or treachery, or fomething very bhck in it. But
liie truth feeais to be, the funds were late fetiled, and the government itfeif

bnt half feiileJ, which cccafijned :l.e fleets being i;i manned, poorly viflualled,

and worf? paid.

When
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When king Jair.es landed in Ireland, his affairs had certainly

h very promiling afpecl on that fide i". He brought with him a

Very confiderable fupply, and he found there an army of 40,000

men complete. There were but two places in the north which

held out agninfl him, viz. Londonderry and Inulfkilling. Oi

thefe he determined to make himfelf mafi:er, and might eafily

have done it, if he had been well advifed; bur, as biOiop Burnet

Juftly obferves, there was a kind ©f fatality that hung on his

councils^. He rcfolved to begin with Londonderry, in refpect

to which two propofals were made him j the firft was, to attack

the place vigoroufly, and take it as foon as poiTible by ftorm

;

the other, to block up the city, and to a<L1 wiih his great army

in fuch a manner as might bed: fuit his interefl, till this place

fhould, by dint of faminCj be compelled to furrender. 'Either of

thefe methods might have fucceeded, but king James declined

thefe, and made choice of a third, which was to take the place

by a {low fiegcj in order to inure his Irifli army to fatigues, and

to render them, by this kind of difclpline, more fit for fervice*

This refolution of his gave fufficient time for an application to the

government in England j and upon this, two regiments of foot.

Under the command of colonel Cunningham and colonel Ri-

chards, with fome fupplieSj were fent thither : they arrived on

the 15th of April in the Lough ; but colonel Lundy, who was

governor of the towm, being, as it was commonly believed, in

king James's intereft^ perfuaded thofe gentlemen, that it was im~

practicable to defend the place, and that therefore the beft thing

they could do was to return artd preferve his majeily's troops

;

Ivhich they accordingly did; The townfmen, having turned out

their governor, however, made a noble defence, which gained

time for another application to England "".

P sir John Rcrefby's memoirs. HiQory of the wars in Ireland, tSgo, nmo,
eh. X. Father Orleans's hiftory of the revolutions in England under the family

of the StUarts, p. 3i4. Rennet's hiftory oi" £ngland, vol. iii. p. J7j, S76.

iDldmixon's hiftory cf tht Stuarts, vol. ii. p. i6. <} Hiftory of his own

times, vol. ii. p. 19.

f Dr. Waliter, wnc was g ivernor of Londonderry, pnblifhed an exi(X account

of the fiege linder the title of " A true account of the fiege of Londonderry,

'* London, 410, rCpo, 50 pSos?." Afterwards he wrote a vindication of this

account, and fiom thefe, Gurnct'i hiftory, and the detail I have had from living

Viiiincfies, I report thefe fails.

Vol. it. R r During
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During this fpace, commodore Rooke, who had been fent

with a fquadron in the month of May to the coaft of Ireland,

performed all that could be expe£led from him there, by keep-

ing king J-ames and his army from having any intercourfe with

the Scots ; and on the 8th of Jane he failed in with the Bona-

venture, Swallow, Dartmouth, and a fleet of tranfport-fhips,

under the command of major-general Kirke, who was come
with this force to relieve Londonderry, The commodore con-

curred with him, as it was his duty, very chcarfuliy in carrying

on this fervice. When they came to examine the method taken

by the- enemy to prevent their relieving the place, they found

they had laid a boom crofs the river, compofed of chains and

Cables, and floated with timber, there being llrong redoubts at

each end, well provided with cannon. Upon a view of this,

general Ivirke refolved to make himfelf mafter of the Inch, an

liland in Lough Swilly, in which the commodore r.fiilied him {o

efTe^lually, that on the i6th he was in full poffeflion not only

(if that ifland, but of the pafs to the main y and, having per-

fDrmed this fervice, he returned to his ftation*.

He continued there till the 2 2d, on which day he received, by
the Pbrtland man of war, a letter from the general, wherein he

informed him, that, being fatisfied the place was reduced to the

l<\{\ extremity, he was determined to attempt its relief at any

j*ate. The comnwdore upon this left the Bonaventure and Port-

land on his ftation,. and, with the Deptford and Dartmouth,

failed to the afllflance of the major-general. He fent the Dart-

mouth, commanded by captain, afterwards Sir John Leake, up

to Kilmore to receive his orders, and then returned to the Bon-

aventure and Portland, with intention to continue there till the

arrival of the three Ihips he expected from the earl of Torring-

ton. With this affiftance major-general Kirke, having properly

dilpofed the men of war,. on the 30th of July fent the Mounfjoy

of Derry, captain Bi-ovvning, and the Phoenix of Colrain, cap-

rain Douglas, both deeply laden with provifions, under the con-

voy of the Dartmouth frigate, to attempt breaking the boom,
ihe Irifh army made a prodigious fire upon thefe fliips as they

pafled, which Vv'.:i3 very briflzly returned, till the Mountjoy ftruck

s Barchet's naval hirtory, p. 413. Columna rofiruts, p, jjj. Kennel's hift.

ot England, vol. iii. p. 575.

aenicfb
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againfi. the boom, and broke it, and was by the rebound run

afhore; upon this the Irilli gave a loud huzza, made a terrible

fire upon, and with their boats attempted to bovird her. But the

failors firing a broadfide, the fiiock loofened her fo, that they

^floated again, and pr.iled the boom, as did the Phoenix alfo, un-

-der cover of the E)artmouth's fire. This feafiDnable fupply fa^ved

the remains of that brave garrifon, which, after a hundred and

five days clofe fiege, and, being reduced from feven thoufand

five hundred to four thoufand three hundred, had fubfiftence for

only two days left, the enemy raifing the fiege on the laft of

July'.

Commodore Rooke on the 13th of Augufl efcorted the duke

of Schomberg's forces, confifting of upwards of ten thoufand

men, horfe and foot, embarked in ninety veiTels of feveral forts,

and landed them fafe in Groom's bay near Carrickfergus, whi-

ther he brought the remainder of the army and the artillery, and

then continued with the general, till he had taken the town, and

had not any farther occafion for his afiidancc. Fie fi:ationed

afterwards as many fliips and yachts of his fquadron as he

thought requifite for maintaining the correfpondence between

England and Ireland, and preventing any 'dtt.;?mi)t that might be

made by French or Scots privateers. He failed next with thofc

few fliips that were remaining to J^ublin, where he infuited the

city by manning his boats, and making a iliew of landing ; and

on the 18th of September he adlually endeavoured to burn all

the velTels that were in the harbour, and had certainly performed

it, if the wind had not veered about, and blew a frelh gale, as

the yachts and ketches were going in, which obliged him to

abandon his defign, and to put to fea, Kij'ig James was at this

f Dr. Walker's account, p. 33, wliifh agrees exaflly with the French relation

of the ficge by Quincy, hid. milit. vi'"!. ii. p. 131. Kiftiop Burnet accu!e5 (though

without rea!bn) major general Kirke for not relieving them fooner. Indeed there

is no efcaping this prelate's refentment; for, if an o3icer mifcarrics, it is through

fiisown ill coududl; and, if he fuccccds, he n-.iglit have done it fooner, had he

been hearty. The truth is, the general thought the bufioefs impradicable, but

wai determined to make feme attempt, when he undcrltood the beficgcd fatted

their dogs on the bodies of the fliin Iridi, and then killed and rat thole animi^l*

themfclves. Hift jry of the wars in Ireland, ch. 3. Father Orlcan's hiflory of

the revolutions in Eiip^hnd under the family of the S:uarts, p. 325.

R r 2 t^me
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time in the place, and, wlilcli is ftill more, was alfo an eye-

xviniefs of this bold attempt.

From the bay of Dublin commodore Ptooke failed to Corke,

where he attempted likevvife going into the harbour, but was

prevented by the brill: fire the enemy made from their batteries,

on which were mounted feventeen or eighteen pieces of cannon.

He took pofleffion, however, of the great ifland, and might

have done farther fervices, if his fhips had not by this time

grown foul, and his provifions low ; which forced him to quit

his flation, and repair to the Downs, where he arrived on the

13th of Odobcr, after having given by his a(Stivity, vigilance,

and indefatigable attention to his duty in this expedition, an ear-

neil of the great things which he afterwards performed when

Sir George Ptooke, and admiral and commander in chief of the

Bntifli fleet '^.

As to the remaining naval tranfactions of tliis year, they were

not either many or great ; and therefore I fhall only mention

the taking of two celebrated fea-officers in the French fervice,

iilz. the gallant chevalier Fourbin, and the famous John du

Eart. They commanded two fmall frigates, and had under their

convoy fix rich merchantmen, homeward-bound. Near the Ifle

of Wight they were chaced by two of our fifty-gun fl:iips, which

ihey engaged very bravely, though they faw that it was a thing;

.'mpoflibie for them to avoid being taken. All they aimed at was

to give their merchantmen time to cfcape, in which they fuc-

ceeded ; for, while they fought defperately, the veflels under

their convoy got fafe into Rochelle. As for the chevalier Four-

bin and captain Bart, they were carried prifbners into Plymouth,

from whence they not long after found means to efcape, and

got fafely over to Calais ''. For this generous action the French

Icing rewarded each of them with the command of a man of

war: buc our writers of naval hiflory have been fo carelefs, that

1 cannot find with any certainty who the captains were that took

them. We have indeed a much more particular relation of this

airair in Fourbin's mem.oirs, wherein it is faid they had tv.-enty

merchantmen under their convoy ; that they fought two long

hoars, and that one of the Englifla captains was killed in the

u Burdict's navn! hiilory, p. 419.—421. Kennfl's h'dory of Enghiul, vol. iii.

p. s3o. HiUory cf the reduili.-n yf Irt\i;:d, p. 10. ^^ i^il- militairc,

tome ii. p. ii^>

enga£!:e.-.
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engagement ; but I think the relation, as I have given it, is more

to be depended upon, as it comes from an unbialTed, and at the

fame time a very accurate hiftorian^.

In the fellions of parliament, in the winter of 1689, therq

were many and loud complaints made of the condudl of affairs

at fea, which bore hard on the new com million of admiralty,

compofed of the earl of Torrington, the earl of Carbery, Sir

Michael Wharton, Sir Thomas Lee, Sir John Chichely, Sir

John Lowther, and Mr. Sacheverel, who, in defence of their

own charadlers, laid open the miicarriages in the vidlualling-

ofBce, which produced a parliamentary inquiry into that affair,

and a refolLition of the houfe of commons, " That 6ir John Par-

** Ions, Sir Richard Haddock, admiral Stuart, and Mr. Nicho-

<' las Fenn, victuallers of the fleet, fhould be fent for, in the cu-

<* ftody of the ierjeant at arms, to anfwcr to thefaid complaint."

But, notwithftanding that an exadl fcrutiny into that affair pro-

duced a full difcovery of great mifchiefs occafioned by the bad

viduailing of the fleet, yet the fpirit raifed againft the admini-

flration grew fo flrong, that it was thought necelTary for the

earl of Torrington to refigu his office of firfl commifhoner, in

order to allay it ; and he was fucceeded therein by Thomas earl

of Pembroke, which, from that nobleman^s popularity, anfwered

the end ef^eiStually, and gave the nation great fatisfaftion ^.

1 fliall open the naval tranfadtions of 169©, \yith an account of

admiral RufTel's failing into the Mediterranean, though this is,

generally fpeaking, accounted a tranfaO.ion of the former year;

but my reafon for placing it here, is the fleet's not putting to

fea tin the fpring, though orders were given for it in the pre-

ceding winter. His catholic majefty, Charles II. having efpou-

fed a princefs of the houfe of Neubourg, fifiier to the reigning

emprefs, and to the queen of Portugal, demanded an Englifh,

fleet to conduct her fafcly to his dominions, which was readily

^ The memoirs which pafs under the rame of count Fourbin abound wi:h

fuch exujigerated rclationf, that I own I fufpeft their credit. As to the worlc of

the marquis de Quincy, it is one of the beft in its kind, written with care and

exa£lr,efs from good authorities; and for this reafon the authors of m )dern me-

moirs, fuch as thofe of marfhal Villars, the duke of Berwick, and M. de Gne
Trouin, tranfcribe it continually. See the Mercure hiflori<jue et politifjue, tome

vi. p. 592, <Soo. tome vii. p. 718.

y Kennel's complete hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. jSi, 585. Burnet's hid,

of his own timc;^, vol. ii. p. 5. Life of king Wi.Iiam, p. is^-

granted,
i
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granted; and indeed fuch a compliment never had been reFiifed

even to ftates in war with us, becaufe it was always taken as a

tacit confeJjion of our dominion at fea; which might, methinks,

have lecured it from bifhop Burnet's cenfure ^. On the twenty-

fourth of November, admiral RufTel failed with feven large

men of war, and two yachts, to Flufliing, in order to receive

her catholic majefly, and her attendants ; and had orders, as

foon as the queen came on board, to hoift the union flag at the

main-top- malt head, and to wear it there as long as her rna-

jefty was on board. On the eighteenth of January, 1690, fhe

arrived in the Downs -, on the twenty-fourth, fhe came to St.

Helen's, whither their majefties, king William and queen Pdary,

fent the duke of Norfolk to compliment her, as did their royal

highnelTes the prince and princefs of Denmark, the lord Corn-

bury, and colonel Berkley ^. The admiral had orders to put

to fea with the firft fair wind, and Avas inffcrufted to block up

the harbour of Toulon, in order to prevent the French fqua-

dron there from coming out ; and he endeavoured it on the be-

ginning of February, and again towards the end of the month,

but was forced back to Torbay on the twenty-third. Thence

he failed again in a few days, but was driven back on the

fecond of March. At lad he failed with a pretty fair wind, on

the fcventh of that month, with a (lout fquadron of thirty men
of war, under his command, and a fleet of four hundred mer-

chant-men, bound for the Streights •, and, after a very tempellu-

ous paflage, landed her catholic majefty on the fixteenth, at

the Groyne; from whence he failed to execute his other com-

miflion, but was forced by contrary winds into the harbour of

Ferrol, where the Duke, a fecond rate man of war, in a brilk

gale of wind, ran alhore, and was with great difficulty got oft',

'ihe admiral having executed his. commiiTion, and having left

^ Iliftory of his ovin times, vol. ii. p, 49. The propriety of this p'ece of

comp'aifance will more clsjrly appear, if we refl.ft, that it obliged the hcufe of

Auftria, was a proper returR for the affiftance given king Wjl'iam by thiit

<iuecn's relations, and was befides (as things were then circiimftanced, which

ought ever to be confidtrcd) a neccilary and important i'ervice rendered to the

grand aliiancc.

3 Burchct's memoirs, p. 35. Life of king William, p. i6i. Mercure hifl. -et

poliiique, tome viii. p. aop, 413.

vice-
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•rice-admiral Killegrew, with the Mediterranean fquadron, be-

hind him, bore away with the firft fair wind for England, and

arrived at Portfmouth on the 28th of April, where he landed

feveral perfons of quality who had attended her catholic ma-

jefly in her voyage''.

The reader will eafily difcern,. from this account of the mat-

ter, that admiral Rullel performed as much as the roughnefs of

the feafon, and other circumftances confidered,, could be ex-

pelled from him. Bifliop Burnet,, however, fiiggefts, that if it

had not been for the care he was obliged to take of the queea

of Spain, he might have blocked up the Toulon fquadron in

port, and thereby prevented the misfortunes that afterv/ards

h^ippened to our grand fleet •=; but I doubt, if we examine this

to the bottom, it will be found a mere conje6ture, and that, too,

not very well founded. We have before obferved, with how
great difficulty admiral Ruflel got with his fleet out to fea, and

how late it was in the year. We have likewife mentioned the

great fleet of merchant-men under his convoy ; and taking thefe

circumftances together, we may eafily difcern the reafon of the

Toulon fquadron's coming out, which was in the beginning of

the month of May, without placing any thing to the account

of the compliment paid to the queen of .Spain, which, as I be-

fore obferved, was a thing equally for the honour and intereft

of Britain ; and the confcioufncfs of this was what induced me
to enter thus far into the juftification of vice-admiral Ruird's

condu6l.

Vice-admiral Killegrew arrived at Cadis on the eight of

April, where having, according to his inftruftions, taken all

poffible care of the trade, and having been joined by two Dutch

men of war, the Guelderland and Zurickzee, he was next to

proceed from thence in order to attend the motions of the

Toulon fquadron. In this, however, he m.et with no fmall

difficulty, by reafon of the ftormy weather, which injured fe-

veral Ihips of his fquadron extremely, and the two Dutch (hips

one of feventy-two, and the other of fisty-two guns, atter io-

Ung all their mafts, except a mizcn, foundered. la repairing

^ RniThrL'- naval lilil. p. 411, 4:1. Tindal's continuation of Rapin, vol. i.

p 139, " P.iirnc-:''; hii!. > h:'> own lime;;, v.l. i:. uli f'lj'ra.

thefe
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thefe unlucky accidents, a great deal of time was waded ; and

fo much the more through the coldnefs and ina£livity of the

governor of Cadiz, who, for his negligence in this relpecl, was

juftly fufpedted of being in the French intereft. Before things^

through thefe difadvantages, could be brought into perfe£l or-

der, the vice-admiral, on the ninth of May, received three dif-

ferent accounts of the Toulon fquadron's being at Tea. Upon
this, he held a council of v/ar, wherein it was refolved, that

purfuant to his inftruclions, he fhould immediately put to fea,

in order to go in fearch of it. On the tenth of Mayj about

four in the morning, he failed accordingly, with nine Englifh,

and two Dutch fliips, and arrived the next day in the mouth of

the Streights, where he was joined by captain Sliekonj and his

detachment, from the bay of Gibraltar, and at the fame time

received intelligence, that the French fleet was in the bay of

Tetuan : thither he failed in quefi: of them; his fleet confifting

now of one fecond rate, three third rates, fix fourth rates^

two flfth rates, in all, tv/elvc men of war, and two fire-fhips,

befides five Dutch men of war. On his arrival in Tetuan-bay^

he found only two iliips, one at anchor, and the other under

fail •, the latter put out Algerine colours, and efcaped ; but the

former, being embayed, was taken by the Dutch vice-admiral

Allemonde, and proved to be a French fliip bound for the

Weft Indies J.

The wind fhifting, the admiral flood over again towards the

Spanifh coafl:, and being two leagues W. N. W. off Ccuta

point, the man at the maft-head faw ten fhips to the north^

with their heads lying eaftwards. Upon this, advice was gi-

ven to the Dutch admiral, and the Montague was fent a-head

to difcover the enemy's motions ; the fleet ftill continuing to

flretch over to Gibraltar. About one o'clock they were within

two miles of the French fquadron, which appeared to be on

the run, and therefore our fliips fet their top gallant-fails, and

crowded after them ; but to little purpofe, for the French be-

ing ail clean fliips, jufl come out of port, (whereas fome of

ours had been feventeen months ofl' the ground), it is no won-

der they got clear of them. The chace was continued till th«

1 Biirchet's memoirs, p. 37,

next
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next day, when the enemy were four leagues a-head, and the

t)utch and one of the Engliih fhips as much a-ftern, infomuch,

that the admiral had with him no more than four ftiips, which

induced him to give over the chace ; yet, between nine and tea

in the morning, the Richmond and the Tyger forced one of the

merchant-ftiips on fliore to the weftward of Tariffa. About

three in the afternoon, the whole fleet joined, and the admiral

bore away for Cadiz *.

The French writers have done their beft to give this retreat

the air of a viftory : one of them tells us, that Mr. Chatteau-

Renault, notwithftanding the great fuperiority of the enemy,

ordered all the merchant-fhips under his convoy, to fail before,

while he remained with his fquadron of eight men of war be-

tween them and the Englilh ; and that after this, perceiving

one of the vefiels, which was a very bad failer, had fallen be-

hind, he lay by till flie pafTcd him, and then, perceiving the

Engliih fquadron did not incline to engage, he continued his

courfe f
. But father Daniel, who piques himfelf fo much upon

his veracity, carries the thing ftill farther j he fays, that, on the

twentieth of May, N. S. the French admiral, with feven Ihips

Under his command, difcovered hear the Streights of Gibraltar

a fquadron of twenty-three Engliih and Dutch men of war.

He immediately prepared for battle, and failed towards them.

This boldnefs of his furprlfed them fo much, that they had not

courage to attack him ; and the count, after waiting for two

of his (hips that were heavy failers, and for fome merchant-

men that were willing to fecure themfelves under his convoy,

continued his route towards Breft, without theleaftoppofitions.

There is fomething fo very improbable, not to fay extravagant,

in this ftory, that there wanted nothing but the hiftorian's re-

flection to render it perfetlly ridiculous. He concludes this te-

dious detail with obferving, »* that the very enemy themfelves

*' could not but admire the ability and intrepidity of the count

*< de Charteau-Rcnault." Such llourifhes are fo natural to thefe

authors, that, after a very few inftances, I (hall content myfclf

.
* Mercure hiflorique et politique, tome jx. p. 53, 60, 6r. Barchet's naval

hift. p. 424. f Hift. miliuire, tome ii. p. 319. « Hifl. de

fraucr, tome x. p. (55.

Vol. XL Sf with



322 r?AVALHISTORY
with a bare relation of them, and leave their credit to the can-

did confideration of every impartial reader.

It was the 21ft of May before vice-admiral Killegrew could

reach the port of Cadiz, where, having made the neceflary de-

tachments for the fafe convoy of our homeward bound mer-

chantmen, he, in purfuance of his inftrudtions, fet fail for Eng-

land, and in thirty-five days arrived at Plymouth with one fe-

cond and four third rates of ours, fix Dutch men of war, the

Half-Mocm, and Virgin prize. On his arrival at Plymouth, he

received letters from the lords of the admiralty, informing him,

that the French, after an engagement, had obliged our fleet to

retire, and were with their own about Rye, Dover, and thofe

parts, and therefore he was to take all imaginable care of his

fquadron. Upon this he called a council of war, at which were

prefent the Dutch admirals AUemonde- and Evertzen, and Sir

Cloudefley Shovel, rear-admiral of the red, then }uft returned

from the Irifh coafl. Upon mature deliberation, they determi-

ned it was fafeft to proceed with the (hips into Hamoze within

Plymouth-found ; for, as they were large (hips, they could not

run in at low water, and as they were in want of water, provi-

sions, and fea-flores, it was impoffible for them to put to fea ;

fo that this was the only way left to be fecure from any attempts

of the French ^.

The French had been very induftrious this year in fending a

large fleet to fea, and that early in the feafon ; for on the ift or

2d of March they embarked a great fupply for Ireland under the

convoy of a fquadron of thirty-fix men of war, which failed on

the 7th of the fame month, attended by four fire-fl)ips and five

flutes, and were afterwards joined by another fquadron from

Provence, with feveral tranfpo-rts ; fo that in all they convoyed

over fix thoufand men, befides ammunition and money. Part

of thefe they landed on the i ith at Kingfale, and the reft on the

13th in the bay of Corke. On the 8th of April they left the

coafts of that ifl^^and, in order to return into the road of Breftj

which they did fafely on the 23d, and then prepared to j_oia

fc Burchet's memoirf, and naval hirtory, as bcfjrc cited.

their
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iheir grand fleet, which had orders to aflemble under the com-
mand of the count de Tourville ••

While the French were thus employed, our -councils were

chiefly bent on fending over a royal army, to be commanded by

king William in perfon to Ireland. This great defign was brought

to bear about the beginning of the month of June, when his

Kiajefty left London to march toward the coaft, where he em-
barked his forces on board two hundred eighty- eight tranfports

on the I ith, and, efcorted by a fquadron of fix men of war un-

der Sir Cloudefiey Shovel, failed for Carrickfergus, where he

fafely arrived on the 14th of the fame month, arid foon after

difmifled rear-admiral Shovel, with the Plymouth fquadron,

with orders to join the grand fleet, which, as we have before

fhewn, he could not do, till it was too late K
There was nothing better underftood in England than the abp

folute neceflity of aflembling early in the year a ftrong fleet in

the channel. The honour of the kingdom depended upon it ; for

the French, after their fmall advantage in Bantry-bay, had given

out, that they would the next fummer infult the joint fleets of

the Englilh and Dutch. What was ftill more, the nation's fufety

i Hift. militaire, tome H. p. 315, 315, 317. One may juftly wonder how
the French could be able to fit out not only a greater fleet than we, but with

greater expedition too. In order to account for this, I (hail offer to the reader's

confideration fome matters of faft, fet down by captain George St. ho, who
was at this time a prifoner in Ffance, and faw this very armament made. " When
" I was firrt brought prifoner thither," fays he, " I lay four months in an ho(-

*• pital at Bred for cure of my wounds, and was fcnt to Nantz, before half cu-

•• red. While I was at Breft, I was aftoniftied at the expedition iifed in manning-

" and fitting out their fhips, which till then I thought could be done no where
«' fooner than in England, where we have ten times the fhipping, and confc*

" quently ten times more feamen than they have in France ; but there I faw

" twenty fail of fhips of about fixty guns each, got ready in twenty days time:

" they were brought in, and the men difcharged; and, upon an order from Pa-
•' ris, they were careened, keeled up, rigged, vi^lualkd, manned, and out

'* again in the faid time, with the greateft eaie imaginable. 1 iikewife faw a fhip

" of one hundred guns had all her guns taken out there in four or five hours

*' time, which I never faw done in England in twenty fnur hours, and this with

" greater eafe, and lefs hazard, than here, which 1 faw under the hofpital'wir-

•' dow ; and this I am fure I could do as eafily in England." England's fafety
j

or a bridle to the French king. London, 410, 1693, p. i3, 19.

k Rennet's complete hiftory, vol. i. p. 598. Life of king William, p. i6%.

Bnrchet's memoirs, p. 58. Hiftory of the wars in Irelind, ch. xi' p. lop. Mcr-

cure hiftorique ef politique, tome ix. p. 74.

S f 2 depended
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depended on this meafure no lefs, fince the king and the grcateft

part of his forces were abroad : fcarce feven thoufand regular

troops left in England ; and fuch as were in the interefl of king

James ahnoft every where in motion, and waiting in all appear-

ance for nothing, but the fight of a French fleet on the coaft, tQ

take up arms, and declare againft the government.

Yet, for all this, our maritime proceedings were very flow,

for which various, and fome fcarce credible caufes are afiigned.

It was given out, that the greateft part of the fleet was difaffect-

ed ; and, to wipe off this fuggeftion, it was thought neceflary

that an addrefs fhould be fent up from the Downs, which was

accordingly done '. On the other hand, it was late before the.

Dutch fent their fleet to fea, and the Englifli, knowing that no-

thing of confequence could be done till after their jundlion, were.

the lefs felicitous about putting themfelves in order, till they

heard of their being at fea".

The condu£l of the French in the mean time was of quite an-

other kind; for, while the fquadron before-mentioned was gone

to Ireland, orders were given for equipping a fleet of fixty fail

at Breft, which was to put to fea by the end of May: thi$ they

aftually did, and, though they were forced by contrary winds

to put back again to that road, yet on the T2th of June they put

to fea in three fquadrons, each fquadron being divided into three

divifions. Of thefe the white and blue fquadrons, commanded

by count d'Eftrees on board the Le Grande, a fliip of eighty-fix

guns, formed the vanguard, confiding of twenty- fix men o^
war. The main body was compofed of the white fquadron,

commanded by the admiral count Tourville in the Royal Sun, a

fliip of one hundred guns ; this fquadron confiftcd likewife of

twenty-fix fail ; the blue fquadron made the rear guard, com-

manded by Mr. d'Amfreville in the Magnificent, a fiiip of eigh-

ty guns, and in this fquadron there were but twenty-five faih

In all there were feventy-eight men of war, twenty-two fire*

ihlps, and the whole fleet carried upwards of four thoufand fe-

ven hundred pieces of cannon. On the 13th of June they fleered

J See the a<1drcj"s in Ker.r.et's complete hiftory, vo], iii, p. 6oi. m Bnr-
.nei'i hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 49. Butchet and oiher writers. An
iaipariid! account »{ fome remarkable palFages in the life of Arthur, earl of Tor-
Tingfon, p.. 13.

for
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for the Engllfli coaft, and on the 20th found themfelves ofFthe

Jjizard. The next day the admiral took fome Englifh fifliing-

boats, and, after having paid the people who were on hoard for

their fifh, he fet them at liberty again; and thefe were the men
(fuch was our fupinenefs !) that firft brought advice of the ar-

rival of the French fleet on our coaft'*; while ours was lying

idle, and fcarce in a condition to put to fca, as bifhop Burnet

very juftly obferves°.

Our admiral, the earl of Torrington, was at St. Helen's when
he received this news, which muft have furprifed him very much,

fince he was fo far from expeding any advice of this kind, that

he had no fcouts to the weftward p. He put to fea, however,

with fuch Ihips as he had, and ftood to the fouth-eaft on Mid-,

fummer day, leaving his orders, that all the Englifli and Dutch

(hips which could have notice (hould follow him. This fhews

how much he was cpnfufed, and how little notion he had of a

fpeedy engagement; and indeed it was impoflible he (hould have

framed any proper fcheme of action, when he had no certain

account of the flrength of the French. In the evening he was

joined by feveral (hips, and the next morning he found hinilelf

within fight of the enemy. The French landed, and made fomc

prifoners on fliore, and by them fent a letter from Sir William

Jennings, an officer in the navy, who had followed the fortunes

of king James, and feryed now as third captain on board the

Admiral, promifing pardon to all fuch captains, as would now
adhere to that prince''. The next day our admiral received an-

other reinforcement of feyen Dutch men of war under the com-

mand of admiral Evertzen ; however, the fleets continued look-

ing upon each other for feveral days^ It is certain that the earl

of Torrington did not think himfelf ftrong enough to venture an

engagement, and in all probability the reft of the admirals, viz.

n M. de Quincy hift. militaire, tome ii, p. 318, 319, Reincourt, tome iii.

p. aytf. • Mcrcure hiftorique et politique, tome ix. p. 80. o Hiftoryofhis

own times, vol. ii. p. 49. P Rennet's complete hifiory of England, vol. iii,

p. 6oi. Burnet's hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 49. Life of king William,

p. 174- '' Burchet's memoirs, p. 46. See iikewjfe a pampiiiet publifhed

about that time, intitlcd, The late plot en the fleet defeifled, wich the Jacobites

memorial, ire. London, tCpo, 4*0. • .An impartial account of fome re-

markable palTages in ihc life of Arthur, earl of Torrirgton, p. 14. Life of kin<»

William, p. Z74.

Ralph
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Ralph Delaval, Efqj vice-admiral of the red, Edward Ruflel,

Efq; admiral of the blue, Sir John Afliby, vice-admiral of the

fame fquadron, and George Rooke, Efq; rear-admiral of the

red, were of the like opinion*. Befides, he waited for Sir

Cloudefley Shovel, rear-admiral of the blue, who was to have

joined him with the Plymouth fquadron and fome other {hips ^

His whole ftrength conflfted of about thirty-four men of war

of feveral fizes, and the three Dutch admirals had under their

command twenty-two large fhips. We need not wonder there-

fore, that, feeing himfelf out-numbered by above twenty fail, he

was not willing to rifle his own honour and the nation's fafety

upon fuch unequal terms. But the queen who was then regent,

having been informed that her father's adherents intended a ge-

neral infurreftion, and that, if the French fleet continued longer

on the coaft, this would certainly take effe£l, by advice of the

privy council, fent him orders to fight at all events, in order to

force the French fleet to withdraw". In obedience to this order,

as foon as it was light, on the 30th of June the admiral threw

out the fignal for drawing into a line, and bore down upon the

enemy, while they were under fail, by a wind with their heads

to the northward "'.

The fignal for battle was made about eight, when the French

braced their head-fails to their mafts, in order to ly by. The

a<Slion began about nine, when the Dutch fquadron, which made

s Naval hiftory, p. 6^4. ' Burchet's memoirs, p. 44.-

^ Bilhop Kennet in his complete hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 6c6. entertains

tis with a fuccinft account of this Jacobite plot, which it is necefTary to tranfcribe,

that the reader may have fome conception of thofe reafons that induced the

queen and her council to fend the admiral thefe pofitive orders to fight. " It

" was agreed," fays he, " that while part of the French fleet Ihould bear up the

" Thames, the Jacobites in London, who were grown very bold and numerous

" by the flocking of that party from all parts of the country thither, (houl 1 have

*' made an infurreftion, and have fe'zed the quten and her chief minirters.

" Then certain perfons were to have taken upon them the adminiftrati >n of af-

" fairs till the return of king James, who was to leave the command of liis ar-

•' iriy to his generals, and haflcn with all fp-ed into En;4and ; the other part of

" the French fleet, having joined their gallies, was to have landed eight thou-

<' fand men at Torbay, with arms for a greater number. After which the gal-

" lies and men of war were to (ail into the Irifn fea to hinder the return of king

" William and his forces, and the difcontented Scots were to have revolted ac

" the fime time in feveral parts of that kingdom."
w Burchet's memoirs, p. 36, N<ival hiit. p. 425. Columna roflrata, p. as5.

,
the
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the van of the united fleets, fell in with the van of the French,

and put them into fome diforder. About half an hour after, our

blue fquadron engaged their rear very warmly; but the red

commanded by the earl of Torrington in perfon, which made

the centre of our fleet, could not come up till about ten ; and

this occafioned a great opening between them and the Dutch.

The French making ufe of this advantage weathered, and of

courfe furrounded the latter, who defended themielves very gal-

lantly, though they fuffered extremely from fo unequal a difpute.

The admiral, feeing their diftrefs, endeavoured to relieve them ;

and while they dropt their anchors, (the only method they had

left to preferve themfelves), he drove with his own fliip and fe-

veral others between them and the enemy, and in that fituation

anchored about five in the afternoon, when it grew calm ; but

difcerning how much the Dutch had fuffered, and how little

probability their was of regaining any thing by renewing the

fight, he weighed about nine at night, and retired eaftward with

the tide of flood ^.

The next day it was refolved in a council of war, held in the

afternoon, to preferve the fleet by retreating, and rather to de-

ftroy the difabled ftiips, if they ftiould be prefled by the enemy,

than to hazard another engagement by endeavouring to prote<Si

them. This refolution was executed with as much fuccefs as

could be expected, which, however, was chiefly owing to want
of experience in the French admirals ; for, by not anchorin«»

when the Englifh did, they were driven to a great difl:ance, and

by continuing to chace in a line of battle, inflead of leaving every

(hip at liberty to do her utmoft, they could never recover what

they lofl: by their firfl: mifliake^. But, notwithftanding all this,

they preflTed on their purfuit as far as Rye-bay, and forcing one

of our men of war of feventy guns, called the Anne, which had

^ Thefe particulars are taken from a very authentic pamphlet, the title of

which runs thus : " The account given by Sir John Alhby vice-admiral, and rfai-

*' admiral Rooke, to the lords commiffloners of the engagement at fea between
*' the Englifb, Dutch, and French fieets, Jiins the 30th, 1690. With a j .iirnal

' of the fieet fince their departure from St. Helen's to their return to the Buoy
" in the Nore, and other material pafidges relating to the faid engagement."

London, printed for Randal Taylor, KS91, 4to, p. 3a.

y Burchet's memoirs p. 47. Naval hidory, p. 427. The faft is likewife ac-

knowledged by M. de Quincy and other Frujch 'ATitci*.

loik
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loft all her mails, on (liore near Winchelfea, they fent in twcJ

fhips to burn her, which the captain prevented by fetting fire t6

her himfelf. The body of the French fleet flood in and out of

the bays of Bourne and Pemfey in Suflex, while about fourteen

of their Ihips anchored near the fliore. Some of thefe attempted

to burn a Dutch fhip of fixty-four guns, which at low water lay

dry ; but her commander defended her fo ftoutly every high

water, that they were at length forced to defiil, and the captain

carried her fafe into Holland 2.

Our lofs in this unlucky affair, if we except reputation, was

rot fo great as might have been expected ; not above two ihips,

two fea-captains, two captains of marines, and three hundred

and fifty private men. The Dutch were much more unfortunate,

becaufe they were more thoroughly engaged. Befides three fhips

funk in the fight, they were obliged to fet fire to three more that

were flranded on the coaft of Suffex, lofing in all fix ihips of

the hne. They loll likewife abundance of gallant officers,

particularly their rear-admirals Dick and Brakel, and captaiu

Nordel, with a great number of inferior officers and fea^

men ^. Yet even this misfortune contributed to raife their re-

putation at Tea, fince as foon as the ftates received the news,

they ordered fourteen men of war to be built and put to Tea in

as many days, which, as my author fays, may feem incredible

to fuch as are unacquainted with the power of the Dutch at that

time, and what they were able to do upon extraordinary^ occa-

flons ^.

We need not wonder, that a vi£lory gained by the French

fleet over the joint forces of the maritime potvers iliould extreme-

ly elevate the writers of that nation, who are fo apt to run out

into extravagant flights of panegyric on much flighter occafions.

The marquis de Quincy tells us, that the Dutch fought with all

z B'jrchet's navjl hifiory, p. 417. I have been at fame pains ro difcover the

name of this fbip and of iis gallant captain. The former I find to hsve been De-

ipacs, and the latter Convient. As I have my information from a Frenchman,

J duubt whether the names are fpeit right.

a An impartial account of fome remarkable pafTiges in the life of Arthur, carl

of Torrington, p. 14, 15. Le Clerc bif}. des provinces unies, tome iii. p. 419.

Mercure hirtorique et politique, tome ix. p. 84, Sj. 1> Memoires hifto-

riques, p. 14. Mercure hi?.orique et politique, tonr.e is. p. 85, 87. Lc Ciere

h;!t. dcs provinces uniesj totr.c iii. liv. xvi.

imaginable
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imaginable bravery, and tacitly acknowledges, that they owed

their misfortune to their being furrounded by French fhips. He
likewife owns, that fuch of the Enghfli fhips as engaged fought

very well, and that the admiral endeavoured to fuccour the,

Dutch, though he did it with much caution* But then, to en-

hance the vidory as much as poffible, he afferts, that the united

fleets were at leaft equal in force to the navy of France, though

they had fewer (hips*=. In this, however, he is certainly mifta-

ken, as I fhall convince the reader by undeniable evidence. The
Dutch fquadron confifted of twenty-two large fhips, and was by-

much the moft formidable of the whole fleet, and yet that fqua-

dron carried but 1,360 guns j whereas the weakeft of the

French fquadrons carried 1,526; and if we fhould fuppofe the

•United fleet to have confifted of fhips of the like force with the

JDutch, which it is certain they were not, it would then have

carried 3,462 guns j whereas the French fleet, according to this

writer's own account, carried 4,702 ''. This is fufFicient to fliow

how little dependence can be had eveii on the accounts of the

faireft French authors. Father Daniel has given us two relations

of this engagement full of exaggerations^. He tells us, that

feventeen Englifti and Dutch fhips, being difabled, ran a-fliore,

and were burnt by their own crews ; whereas, in truth, inftead of

the feventeen, there were but feven. He likewife magnifies the

conduct of the count de Tourville, who would, as he informs

us, have intirely deftroyed the enemy, if they had not had the

advantage of the wind and tide. In the battle, indeed, the Eng-

lifh and Dutch had the advantage of the wind; but, in their re-

treat, the wind was equally favourable to the French ; and, as

to the advantage of the tide, it v/as owing to their fupei'ior flsiU

c Hid. miiitaire, vol, ii. p. 330.

d The/e computations, fo far as they regard the French, I have taken from

the marquis de Quincy ; but, as to the Dutch iquadron, I did not think, it fair

to make ule cf the lift he has given us, becaufe I had a more authentic account,

by which it appeared, that the Dutch fquadron was larger by two fliips, and car-

ried more guns than the marquis de Qnincy has fet down.

^ We have this account firft in his hifl:. de milicc Francois, tome ii. p. 49T.

with the addition of a faft altogether groundlefs, viz. That the French fleet

After their viftory took a Vaft number of merchant !hips. He relates the fame

affair more at large in his hifl. de France, tome x, in the hlrtorjcal journal o'

the reign of Lewis XIV. p. 155, where he repeats the fame tale of their taking

an infinite number of Chips.

Vol. ir. T t in
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in the management of their vefTels : and bifhop Burnet very

rightly obferves, that, amongft the beft judges, the count dc

Tourviile was almoft as much blamed for not making ufe of his

Vi^lory, as the ear! of Torrington -was on account of his defeats-

After the engagement our fleet retreated towards the river of

Thames,, aiid the earl of Torrington, going on (hore, left the

command to Sir John- Afliby, but firffc gave orders to captain-

Monck of the Phoenix, together with four other fifth rates, and

fonr fire-fhips, to anchor above the narrow ofthe middle grounds,,

and to appoint two of the frigates to ride, one at the Buoy of the

Spits, the other at the lower end of the middle, and to take

away the buoys, and immediately retreat, if tire enemy approach-

ed ; or, i£ they prciled yet farther on him, he was ordered in

like manner to take away the bucys near him^ and to do what

fervice he could againil: them with the fire-fliips ; but ftill to re-

tire, and make the proper fignals in fuch cafes. On the 8th the

French fleet flood towards their own coafl:-, but were feen upon

the 27th off the Berry-head, a little to the eaftward of Darr-

jTiOuth, and then, the wind taking them fliort, they put into

Torbay. There they lay not long ; for they were difcovered the

29th near Plymouth, at which place the necelTarv preparations

were- made by platforms and other works, to give them a warm
reception. The 5th of Augufl? they appeared again off of the

Ram-^iead, in number between lixty and feventy, when, ftand-

ing weflward,, they were no more fcen in the ehannel this year*.

The nation all this time was in the utmoft confufion from the

apprehenfion of a defcent by the French in favour of an infur-

re6tion to be at the fame time made by the friends of king James»

The city of London ft>ewed uncommon zeal for the fupport of

the government, by not only raifing their militia, confifring of

about nine thoufand men, but offering to add to thefe, fix

auxiliary regiments, a regiment of horfe,. and two of dra-

goons, to be maintained at their own expence, fo long as they

iliould be necefiwiry ^, The tinners in Cornwall alfo offered ta

f As this prelate converfed with aH the great men of that time, what he re-

ports in fiich cafes as this deferves more credit than any of his own teflrftions.

See atfo the Mercure hiftorique et poBtifi'je, tome ix. p. 210.

C Burchet's nav^l hiflury, n, 417. h Kcnnet'v corttpiett hiftory, vol. iii.

p. 6v3-

life.
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rife', and addrefles of the fame nature came from other parts,

which were very gracioufly received by, and did great fervice to

t]ueen Mary, though fhe did not think fit to make ufe of the

propofed fuccours. She apprehended, or at leait was advifed by

her council, that it would be more effectual to feize fuch perfons

•of diftindion, as were known to be in her father's intereft''.

This, it is fuppofed, had the defired effeft, and ind-aced the

French, when they faw themfelves difappointed in their expecla-^

tions of finding numbers ready to take arms on their firft ap-

pearance, to attempt Httle or nothing to our prejudice, except it

•was the burning of Tingmouth, and three inconfiderable vdVels

there ; which, however, fome French hiftorians have reprefented

as a glorious enterprize, and, to make their tale hang the better

together, have ere6bed fortifications that were never feen, talked

of an obftinate refinance that was nerer made, and have con-

verted three fifliing-fiiiacks into four men of war, and eight mer-

chant-flaips richly laden '. The malecontents, hawever, gave

'quite a different tm-n to the ina£livicy of the French fleet : they

faid that the French king, as an ally to, and at the earneft re-

queft of James II. would not hurt his country, or plunder it$

inhabitants. Over and above thele precautions the queen took

another, which was fending over Mr. Harbord to the ftates-ge-

neral, to inform them how much her majefty was concerned at

the misfortune that had befallen their fquadron in the late en-

gagement, and at their not having been feconded as they ought

to have been. He was likewife to inform them, that the queen

had given orders for refitting the Dutch fhips that were difabled,

at the nation's expence, and that her majelly had farther direct-

ed, all poflible care Ihould be taken of the fick and wounded

fsamen, and that a bounty Iliould be given to the widows of

fuch as had fallen in the aftion. He was ftill farther inftru6ted

•to acquaint the flates, that twelve large flilps were fitting out

i Their addrefs was prefentpd Co the queen by Shadrach Vincent, EfqJ wta
•reprefented the borough of Fowty at that time in parliament.

* A proclamation (or that purpofe, ifTued on the 14th of July, iJpo.

1 This ftory of attacking Tingmonth, and the great things perfunncd ther^^

-we fiid both in Qnincy and father Daniel ; {o that very probably tl>e talc was

forged on board the fleet; for that it was a forgery no man can doubt, who is

srqnainted with the town and creek of Tingmonth ia Devonfhire, and the incan-

4derablc trade carried on there.

" T t 2 here
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here to join the fleet, and to defire that their high mightinefles

would diredl a proportionable reinforcement j which they accord-

ingly did '".

As

'" That the reader may the better apprehend the reafons which induced her

jnajefty to apply in this manner to the Dutch, it will be proper to lay before

hidi an exrraft from rcar-adniira! Evenzen's letter, in which he gives an account

pf the fight

:

" The 4th of this month he joined the Englifh and Dutch fleets, riding near

*' the Ifle of Wight, with three meq of war ; there he underftood that the Fiench

f* fleet had been defcryed, riding in feveral places, to the number of eighty- tw<>

" men of war, great and fmHl'i : thereupon it was refolved that they Ihauld

^' weigh anchor, with a refolution to find them out, and obferve their motions,

" Before the arrival of aduiiral Evertzen, it was agreed between the two nations^

" that the Hollanders lliould have the vanguard, which was in appearance to do
" them honour, but at the bottom to conceal Torrington's defigns. After they

" had been under fail about two or three hours, they were obliged by fogs and

" bad weather to come to an anchor; but foon after they perceived the Frecch

" fleet to bear up towards them, with the wind at eafl. Immediately they weigh-

*• cd anchor, and endeavoured to gain the weather-gage, which they did with

*' fuch fuccefs, that Torrington gave the fignal for the firft fquadron to engage
j

•• but the French thought fit to retire. The (Sth, 7th, 8th, and 9th, the two fleets

"• were always in view of each other ; but, in regard the French fleet was much
" the ftropger both for number and bignefs of (liips, it was judged mofl proper

" not to fight in the open fea ; and Torrington did his part fo well, that he

" avoided engaging till he was come off Beachy-head, which was favourable fo^-

" his purpofej and there it was that he received the queen's orders not to delay

" dgsgiug, if the wind and the weather would permit, which was the rcafon

" that, upon the loth, by daybreak, we went to feek the enemy, who expe£ted

•• us in order of battle ; and fo by 9 o'clock the engagement began betv/een the

** blue fquadron of the French and the vanguard of the Dutch, and both fides

*' fired defperately for three hours together, till the French fquadron not liking

" their entertainment, bore away with all the tack they could make : but about

<• one there happened a calm, which not only prevented the Hollanders purfuit,

«» but put them in a little diforder ; upon which the Freneh (whom the fame

«' calm hindered from getting away) were conftij-ained to begin the fight again,

V which hfted till five o'clock in the evening, with an incredible futy. As for

" what concerns the Englilh, mofl certainly, unlefs it were fome few vefT-ls that

'.' fought againft Torrington's order, the reft did nothing at all; fo that the

" main body of the French fell into the rear of the Dutch fleet, and having

" fought frotn morning till evening, ^nd defended thcmfelves fo long sgainfl

" fuch a prodigious number of the enemy that alTailed them on every fide,

" they were fo battered, that hardly three were capable of making any defence
;

"' which conftrained them to make their way through the French fleet, and bear

" away for the coaH of England between Bcachy and Ferley. Admiral Brakel,

" Jean Dick, and captain Nordel, were (lain. The Friezland, having loft all her

•* mafts, as tlie could not be tqwed off by reafon of the calm, was taken towards

'.' the end of the fight. Admiral P!vertzen gave this teftimony of all the Diitcl^

'': t^fScers and fcldiers, that there was not one that did not exaflly perform his

" dut>%



OF King WILLIAM IIL 333

As foon as the earl of Torrington came to town, he was exa-

jnined before the council, where he juftified himfelf with great

prefence of mind ; he faid, there were two things to be prin-

cipally confidered, the lofs that had been fuftained in the fight,

and the motives which had induced him to retreat. The
lirfi:, he alledged, was owing to the ill-grounded contempt the

Englilh and Dutch officers had of the behaviour of the French

at feaj and, as to the latter, he affirmed, that he had afted ac-

cording to the rules of prudence, by which he had faved the

fleet, and with much fteadinefs and fpirit declared, that he had

rather his reputation ftiould fufFer for a time, than his country-

undergo a lofs, which fhe might never be able to repair. The
council, however, thought proper to commit his lordfhip to the

Tower j and that they might lefTen the clamours of the crowd,

and give fome fatisfa6lion to the Dutch, they dire<Sled a commit-

tee to repair to Sheernefs, where they were to make a thorough

inquiry into the real caufes of this difafter ".

The fleet remained now under the command of Sir Richard

Haddock, vice-admiral Killegrew, and Sir John Afhby, who
had orders to put it into the beft condition poflible; which they

executed with great diligence, and by the latter end of Auguft

had forty-one fhips of the line under their command, exclufive

of the Dutch : yet, in fpite of all their activity, it was very late

in the year before they were able to undertake any effi^dlual fer-

vice; and by that time it was neceflary to lay up the larger fliips,

the remainder being found fufficient for the embarkation of a

body of troops under the command of the earl of Marlborough,

whofe winter expedition fliall be taken notice of in its proper

place. In the mean time let us return to the proceedings of Sir

Cloudeiley Shovel, with the fquadron under his command,

which we left, with that of vice-admiral Killegrew, in Ply-

mouth-found °,

** duty. In fliort, it has not ever been heard, that twenty-two flilps fonght-fo

" long againfl eighty.two, of which feventeen carried no lefs than from eighty to

" an hundred guns."

" Burnet's hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 53. An impartial account of

fome remarkable pailages in the life of Arthar, earl Oi" Torrington, p. 25. Mer-

cure hiftorique et politique, tome ix. p. ioi, aoj. ® See Burchet's naval-

memoirs, p. 58.

On
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On the 21 ft of July rear-admiral Shovel received orders to

proceed with the Ihips under his command for Kingfale, to in-

tercept fume French frigates that were faid to be on that coaft.

Arriving at Waterford river, with intention to execute this com-

niiifion, he met with the agreeable news of lieutenant-general

Kirk's having made himfelf mafter of the town of Waterford,

but was at the fame time informed, that Duncannon-caftle,

which by its fituation commanded the river, fi:ill held out, and

that the lieutenant-general for want of cannon was not likely to

take it. Upon this, confidering the importance of the place, and

that no ufe could be made of the port of Waterford, while it

remained in the hands of the enemy, he fcnt advice to the lieu-

tenant-general on the 27th of July, that he was ready to aflift

him by fending fome frigates up the river, and landing all the

men he could fpare out of his fquadron under the prote£lion of

their guns. Accordingly, the next day he fent in the Experi-

ment and the Greyhound, two fmall fliips, to batter their ca-

ftle, and under their fire landed between fix and fevcn hundred

men, all the boats of the fleet being employed in this fervice.

The caflle all this time thundered upon them, though to little

purpofe ; but, when once general Bourke, who commanded
there, faw the men landed, he thought fit to capitulate, and

marched out at the head of two hundred and fifty men, with

their arms and baggage, leaving to the Englilh the fortrefs,

which was furniflied with forty-two pieces of cannon. A noble

reward for one day's hard dutyP!

After this happy fuccefs the rear-admiral failed for Limerick,

•where he was informed the French had a confiderable number

of fhips ; but finding loon after that the enemy was retired, and

that his own fquadron began to be in want of provifions and

P Burchet's naval hlftory, p. 431. But there the author ha? committed a very

extraordinary miftakc; for, inftead of Waterford, he mentions Kinefak as the

city annoyed by Duncannon-caflle: now, that this was really an efleft of want

of care, and uot an error in tranfcribing, appears by c.impartng his naval hiflory

uith its index, and with his naval memoirs, p. 59. where the fource of thii error

5s feen; for there he fays, that Sir Cloudefley Shovel, being ordered to proceed t»

Kingfale, received intelligence, when he -vas near the river of Waterford, that

the town had fiirrendered two or three d.jys, that is, the town of NVattrforJ ; bt:t

in his hiflory he has put in, the town of Kifigfak was lurrendered, as if that town

iiiid iluod on ilii river &{ Wd'erfi.rd.

fca-
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fea-ftores, he came to a relblution of failing to Plymouth, where

he received a conllJerable reinforcement, with orders to proceed

in quelt of the enemy. But thefe orders, which came from the

lords of the admiralty, were on the 18th of September counter*

manded by a frefh order from the king, directing him to detach

ten (hips into the Soundings for the protedlion of the trade, and

to fail with the reft for the Downs ; which he accordingly did*i.

After raifing the fiege of Limerick, king William returned

into England, where, in a council held on the affairs of Ireland,

which were ftill in a very precarious condition, many of the

great cities, and moft of the convenient ports being ftill held for

king James, the earl of Marlborough ' propofed a plan for the

immediate re4u(!tion of that ifland : he obferved firft, that our

fleet was now at fea, and that of the French returned to Brefl:>

in which lituation, therefore, there was nothing to be feared in

relation to defcents. He farther remarked, that there were at

leaft five thoufand land-forces lying idle in England, which might

be embarked on board the fleet even in this late feafon of the

year, and land time enough to perform confiderable fervice. The
king readily accepted this offer, gave the command of the troops

to the earl of Marlborough, and fent orders to the admirals to

fend the great ihips aboi:t to Chatham, and to take on board

the remainder of the fleet the forces ordered for this fervice ".

The admirals hoifted their flag on board the Kent, a third

rate, and, having embarked the troops with all imaginable ex-

pedition, arrived with them before the harbour of Corke on the

2 1 ft of September in the afternoon. The next day they attempt-

ed to enter, but were for fome time prevented by the fire of a

fmall battery of five guns, from which, however, the Iriili were

foon driven by two or three boats full of brave fellows, and then

the whole fleet got into the harbour without any more interrup-

tion. On the 23d the forces were landed, and joined a body of

between three and four thoufand men under the command of the

dnke of Wirtemberg, who, by an ill-timed difpute about the

command, had like to have ruined the whole expedition.

*1 Burchft's memoirs, p. jp, 60, 61, Ci, 6^, Kennet, Oldniixon, &€.

Burnet's hiftory of his own times, vul. ii. p. 60. Life of J'-hn, dtike of

Marlborough by Thomas I.ediard, Efcj-, vcl. i. p. 6s. EurJict's nivjl hiflcry^

p. 4^0.

The



33^ NAVAL HISTORY
The earl of Marlborough, as the elder lieutenant-general, afia

commanding the troops that Were principals, had, according to

all the rules of iervice, a right to it; but the duke of Wirtem-

^erg infifted on his being a prince, which at laft, however, he

was content to wave, and to confent they fliould command al-

ternately. The city of Corke was very well fortified, and had

in it a body of four thoufand men : but the earl of Marlborough

having obferved that the place was commanded by an adjacent

hill, he ordered a battery ,to be ere£fed there on the 24th,

which was performed with great expedition by five or fix hun-

dred Teamen, carpenters, ^c. and, afrer playing on the town

for a few hours, made fo confiderable a breach, that on the

25th the generals refolved to attack it, in which they were af-

fifted by ten pinnaces, manned by feamen well armed with

hand-gr?aiadoes from the fleet. The beiieged were fo terrified

at this, that it was eafily difcerned the difoute would not con-

tinue long ; and indeed the Irilh inftantly capitulated ^

But the very next day the fleet received orders to retire, which

they did, leaving a fquadron under the command of the duke of

Grafton to aihit the general: but that brave nobleman, having

received a wound in the Ihoulder in the attack before- mentioned,

died within a few days, when the command devolved upon cap-

tain Matthew Tenant, who was blown up in the Breda in Corke

harbour ; and then it fell to captain Crofts, who attended the

earl of Marlborough till after the reduclioa of Kingfale, as well

as Corke, whi©h furrendered on the 15th of October, and then

brought over the victorious general, who was prefented to his

mailer at Kenlington on the 28th of that month, after having

' Wfc have a vrry fair account of this matter both in Burnetts hiftory of his

own times, and in hifhop Rennet's complete hiftory : yet neither of thofc prelates

weie enough mafter of the fiihjed to give their readers a proper idea of this ex-

traordinary affair. 7"he earl of Marlborough's expedition, ill circurtidances con-

fidered, was beyond comparifon the mofl fuccefsful undertaking in the v.hole

reign of king William ; and even the reduflion of Corke was fuch a mark of

penetration as king William never forgot, fince it depended entirely on his lord*

(hip's coiifidering the fituation of the place, and ohferving that all the pains tatken

in fortifying it were throu-n away. If king James's French generals had under-

flood as much, they would not have put four thoufand men, and forfie of their

bed officers, into fuch a place; and, cis the other hand, if king William's foreign

officers had joiRed the light of genids to the knowledge they had acquired by ex-

perience, they would not fiave informed the king ,is they did, thaJ the place could

r-ot be taken in lefs than fix wtcks even by a regtjlar fiege.

atchicved.
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srtchieved, in a very few weeks, more than all the foreign gene-

rals had been able to do fince the beginning of the war in Ire-

land K

The fleet arrived in the Downs on the 8th of O6lober, bring-

ing over with them, by the earl of Marlborough's defire, the

goverttor of Corke, and feveral perfons of quality, who wera

made prifoners when that city was taken. There the admirals

received orders to divide their fleet into fmall fquadrons for feve-

ral fervices, and leave only a ftrong fquadron in the Downs un-

der the command of Sir Cloudefley Shovel, who cruized the re-

maining part of the year in the Soundings, without any fuccefs

remarkable enough to defefve notice, except that the Deptford

and the Crown, two fmall fliips, took a fmall French man of

war called the Fripon, commanded by captain St. Marca, one

of the briflceft officers in the French fervice. She carried but

eighteen guns and ten pattereroes, and but a little before had

engaged four Dutch privateers, whom (he obliged to flieer off,

though with the lofs of thirty men killed and wounded : yet now,

notwithftanding her force was fo much weakened, {he fought till

her captain and lieutenants were defperately wounded, and her

mafter killed ; nor did fhe yield at laft, till her main-maft was

fliot away by the Crown, and flie boarded by the crew of that

fliip. When the rear-admiral had ended his cruize, he fent fome

of his fliips to the coaft of Ireland, others into the Soundings,

and returned with the reft into the Downs "j and thus ended the

naval operations in Europe.

We ought next to proceed to the Weft Indies, where, with-

in the compafs of this year, there pafled many things worthy of

notice ; but as the critical obfervation of time in this cafe would

necelTarily occafion a great deal of perplexity in the narration,

and force us to confider it in fuch a manner as muft render it

very obfcure as well as unconne£led, we ftiall therefore refer the:

hiftory of the naval tranfaclions there to that period in which

they were completed, and fo take in the whole together, uniting

' Biirchet's rhemoifs, p. 5i5, $7, 58. Merrure hiftorique et politique, torn. ix.

.p. J3(S— S41, SSI- wliereiii is an excellent account of this expedition, and very

judicious remarks on its confeqnences. Lediard's life of the duke of Marlborough,

vol. i. book iii. ch. 1. Life of king William, p. 183. " Burchefs me-

moirs, p. ej.

Vol. II, U u the
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the circumft.inces of the feveral expeditions in as clear and fflc-

cin£l a manner as the nature of the fubj,e£l will allow. In the

mean time, let us return to the inquiry made this winter into the

condudl of the earl of Torrington, which was a point that exer-

eifed the thoughts of the miniftry, and of both the houfes of

parliament, as well as it had done before the tongues of the

people.

The king, upon his return from Ireland^ exprelTed great con-

cern about this affair ; the honour of the nation was in fome

meafure affe£led, th« common cry was very ftrong againft the

earl, and the qTieen had engaged her royal promife to the

Dutch, that his conduct Ihould undergo a ftritl examination.

On the other hand, the earl had been very inftrumental in the

revolution, had great alliances among the nobility, and had found

the means of perfuading many, that, inftead of being called to

an accounc for any real errors in his conduct, he was in danger

of being facrificed to the intrigues- of his enemies, and the re-

fentmcnt of foreigners, merely for preferving the Englifh fleet.

The great difficulty lay in the manner of bringing him to a trial

:

the king was refolved it fhould be by a court-martial; the friends

of the earl maintained, that he ought to be tried by his peers.

A doubt was likewife Parted as to the power of the lords of the

admiralty^ for though it was allowed, that the lord high admi-

ral of England might have itTued a- commiffion for trying him>

yet it was queftioned, whether any fuch authority was lodged in

the commiiTioners of the admiralty or not ; and, though fome

great lawyers gave their opinions in the affirmative, yet it was

judged expedient to fettle fo important a point by authority of

parliament '''.

In order to obviate this difficulty, a new law was made, de-

clarative of the power of the commilfioners of the admiralty '^j

and,

w The reader may fijid much of this in Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, ©"c. Yet

our account is chiefly taken r'rom the journals of parliament, and fome memoirs

of thofc time?, of which I fhall give the rcider a farther account iiv the memoirs

of the Cirl of Torrington.

X Stat, a W. & M. fe!r. ii. cap. 2. it is declared, That all and lingular amho-

lities, jurifdiftiofis, and powers, which by a£t of parliament or othcrwife are in-

verted in the lard high-admiral of England for the time being, have always ap-

pirtained to, and fliall be ufed and executed by the commiflloners of the admi-

jfahy, as if they were fo iifcd and executed by the lord Ligh-admiral. Every

oiScer'
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and, Immediately after the pafling of this, thefe commiffioners

4ire6led a court-martial to be held for the trial of the earl, who
was then fick in the Tower. On the loth of December this

C0urt-martial met on board the Kent frigate at Sheernefs, Sir

Ralph Delaval, who had a£led as vice-admiral of the blue in

riie engagement, being president, and all the members of the

court fuch as were believed to be abfolutely independent of the

perfon they were to try. The charge againft the carl was, that,

in the lateengagementoffBeachy-head, he had, through treachel-y

or cowardice, mifbehaved in his office, drawn difhojiour on the

Englilh nation, and facrificed our good allies the Dutch.

His lordfhip defended himfelf widi great clearnefs of reafon,

and with extraordinary compofure of mind. He obferved, that,

in the feveral councils of war held before the iight, not only

himfelf, but all the admirals in the fleet were againft engaging.

He took notice of the queen's exprefs order, which obliged

them to fight againft their own opinion, and without any proba-

bility of fuccefs. He remarked the inequality of the confederate

and French fleets, the former confifting but of fifty-fix, and the

latter having eighty-two actually engaged. He aflerted, that the

Dutch were deftroyed 'by their own ralhnefs, and that, if he had
itiftained them in the manner they expeded, the whole confe-

derate fleet muflhave been furrounded as they were; and as fome
xefledlions had been thrown out of his having a pique to the

Dutch, to gratify which he had given them up, he not only jufti-

fied himfelf very warmly on that point, but concluded his de-

fence with faying, that his condu6l had faved the Englilh fleet

and that he hoped an Englifli court-martial would not facrifice

feim to Dutch refentment ^.

After a full hearing, and ftricl examination of all that had
been advanced on both fides, his lordfliip was unanimoufly ac-

officer prefent upon trials of offenders by court-martial, to be held by virtue of
any commifHon granted by the lord high admiral, or commifTIoners of the ad-
miralty, fliall, before any proceedin.g to trial, take this oath, to be adminiftered
by the judge- dvocate, or his deputy, niz.

" You Ihali well and truly try the matter now before you, between our fove-
" reign lord and lady the king and queen's majflly, and tiie priibner to be tried.
" So HELP YOU Go-D."

y See a farther account of this matter in the luLf^quent ineijjoiri of the earl
of Torrington.

"^ « 2 Ruined.
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quitted ^. And though fome writers of our own, as well as o^-

another nation, have taken great liberties with this judgment of

the court-martial*, yet, on the whole, there feems to be no jufl;

ground either for cenfuring them, or fixing any imputation on

the memory of that noble perfont*. It is true, the day after his

acquittal, the king took away his commiffion, and he was thence-

forward laid afide j which might be a very right ftep in politics,

as it tended to fatisfy our allies, and gave his majelty an oppor-

tunity of employing a more fortunate officer "=.

2 Burchet's mcmoirf, p. ji. Keniiet's hiflory of England, vol. iii. p. 603.

Life of king William, p. 175.

» Bifiiop Burnet in his hirtory of his own times, exprefles himfelf with his

wotited fharpiiefs. " The commifTioners of the admiralty," fays he ", named a

"* court to try him, who did it with fo grois a partiality, that it reflc^ed much
" on the jurtice of the nation j fo that, if it had not been for the great intereft

" the king had in the Rates, it might have cccafioncd a breach of the alliance

<' between them and us. He came < ff fafe as to his perfon andcftate, hut much
*' loaded in his reputation, fome charging him with want of courage, "while

" others imputed his ill condudt to a haughty fuUennefs of temper, that made
' him, fince orders were fent him contrary to the advices he had ^iven, to re-

" folve indeed to obey them and fig!it, but in fuch a manner as fhould cart the

*' blame on thofe who hul fent him the orders, and give them caufe to repent

*' of it."—The malignity of tliefe reflecfiions deftioys their credit, and the

weight of the charge overturns ii. If the proceedings of the court-mjrtial had

been fcandaloufly unjuR, our prelate would not have been at a lofs for the earl

of Torringtoii't crime. His judges were upon o.itb,and regarded nothing there-

fore but proof. Indeed this was happy for him ; for had thiey been governed,

like the biihop, by conjedlures, and gueffed at the thoughts of his heart, inflead

of examining his aiftions, he might havs been puniihcd, though be had not been

guilty. The fienr de Monte, in his political Mercury for the month of January,

1691, cenfures the judgmer t cf the court-martial feverdy, and fays, the king"

was fo difplcafed with it, that he refolved never to employ any of its memliers.

'What credit is due to this, we mav eafily guefs, if we conddcr that Sir Ralph.

"TieUval, the prcfident of that court-rrartial, was Immediately employed as vice-

admiral of the blue. Another toieign writer fays, that ihe king difmilTed fome

of the members of that coiirr, and forty two captains of the navy, who were fup.

pofed to be in the earl's intereft. This alone Is fufficient to (hew his innocence.

Aa EngliQi admiral, capable of cowardice cr tieachery, could have no fuch in-

terefl,

b Bilhop Kennet tells lis, that in the year 1657, feveral French officers coming

over sfter the peace, when tbey could not be fnipeiflid of partiality, openly juf-

rified and commended the eari's conduct, apj fai«l, " He deferved to be re-

•' warded rather than cenfurcd, fince he had prefetvcd the btft part of the fleet

"• from being deflroyed."

*^ Burchet's memoirs, p. 51. C&Iumna roflrata, p. 258, Tindal's continuation

of Rapin, vol. iii, p. 14;.

The
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The care of the adminlftration to repair all pafl errors in na-

val affairs, and to retrieve the honour of the maritime powers,

appeared vifibly in the meafures taken for fending a great fleet

early to fea in the fpring of the year i6gi. In order to this, the

week after the earl of Torrington was difmilTed from his com-

mand, Edward RufTel, Efq; was appointed admiral and com-

mander in chief, and immediately received inftruclions to ufe

the utmoft expedition in drawing together the fhips of which his

fleet was to be compofed ; and a lift of them, to the number of

ninety-one, of which fifty-feven were of the line of battle, was

annexed to his inflrudtions. He executed thefe diredtions with

the utmofl fkill and diligence, and by the yth ofMay was ready

to put to fea.

The blue fquadron was commanded by Henry Killegrew,

JEfq; as admiral. Sir Ralph Delaval, vice-admiral. Sir Cloude-

iley Shovel, rear-admiral. Admiral RulTel in the Britannia

commanded the red fquadron, having, for his vice and rear ad-

mirals. Sir John Afhby, and George Rooke, Efq; : as to the

particular ftrength of thefe fquadrons, having feen a more per-

fect lift than that exhibited by Mr. Burchet, I have given anab-

flra£t of it at the bottom of the page"!. His orders were to pro-

ceed in the Soundings as foon as he fliould be joined by the

Dutch, and he was likewife directed to take care to block up the

port of Dunkirk, in order to prevent the French privateers from

difturbing our trade. Thefe directions, however, were but in-

differently executed, which our writers attribute to theflownefs

of the Dutch in fending their Ihips to join theconfederate fleet,

which they had flipulated to do by the beginning of May, ac-

cording to the proportion of five to eight, though bifnop Burnet

>1 B L U E S QJU ADRON'. REDS QJJ A D R O N.
Guns. Men. Guns. Men.

a Fiift rates, loo i,(J(?o 3 Firft rates, 300 2,400

6 Second rates, 570 3,960 5 Second ratep, 470 3,3co

16 Third rates, 1,090 7,040 16 Third rates, 1,090 7,040

4 Fourth rates, zoo 1,000 5 Fourth rates, 250 1,150

38 a,oSo i3,<5oo ap 2,110 13,990

3 Frigate?. 3 Frigates.

a Hofpital (hips, 1 Hofpital (hips.

1 Y.cht. I Yatht.

10 Firc-fhips. 10 Fire(hip«.
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£iys of three to five, of equal rates and ftrength. Secretary

Burchet, however, complains, that it was late in the month of

May before there were fo many as twerrty-eight Dutch {hips in

the fleet, whereas, according to the lift publifhed by the ftates-

gencral in the very fame month, there ought to have been for-

ty-fix, and thofe too very large fliips^. This, however, is cer-

tain, that, notwithstanding all his fkill and care, admiral Kuf-

fel found his fleet but indifferently manned, and very fcantly

vidlualled; at the fame time that he was fo perplexed by his or-

ders, and with the difScuhies flarted upon every occafion by the

Dutch admiral, who very probably was as much cramped by his,

that a great part of the months of May and June were fpent to

very little purpofe j and, though the French fleet was not in fuch

forwardnefs this year as it had been the laft, yet it was at

fea fome time before ours had any intelligence of it
*".

If we may judge from appearances, one may fafely fay, that

Lewis XIV. fhewed a fmgular vanity in maintaining a prodigious

naval force, to make all Europe fee how foon, and how effec-

tually, his councils had been able to create a maritime power.

He had at this time to deal with the Englifh, Spaniards, and

Dutch ; and, as he was now in the zenith of his glory, he ex-

haufled his treafures, in order, had it been poffible, to render

himfelf mafl:er at fea. He appointed the count d'Eitrees, vice-

admiral of France, to command in the Mediterranean a fleet

confifting of four large men of war, five frigates, twenty-fix

gallies, and three borrb vefTeis^: and, on the other hand, count

Tourville was directed to alTemble the grand fleet intended for

the ocean : it confided of three fi:iu3drons, the white and blue

commanded by M. Chatteau Renault in the Royal Dauphin of

one hundred guns ; the white fquadron commanded by count

Tourville in perfon in the Royal Sun, the fineft flfip in France,

which carried one hundred and fix guns ; the blue Iquadron un-

* According to this ii'ft ihe Rofterdam fquadron confiiled of e'even fhips from 8o
to 50 guns; the Amfterdam fquadron of ilxreen from pi to 50 gunsj the

North Holland of fiveirom S6 to 50 guns ; the Friezland of fix from 70 to 51 gu-s;

the Zealand of eight from 92 to 50j.U'iS> in all fortyfuc capital ihips carrying

3,0c 2 guns.

f Burrh»?"s mea'oirs, p 6;, 64. Burnet's hiftory of his own time?, vol. ii. p.

73. Columns reftiat.% ? H.f?. r:;!;;aire, tome ii. p. 446, Pere Dmie! hift.

it France.

» der
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tier the marquis d'Amfreville in the Superbe of ninety-eight

guns ^. This fleet, though very confiderable, and excellently

provided with every thing neceflary, yet was inferior in force to

that of the confederates ; and therefore count Tourville was ln~

ftrucfted to avoid an engagement as much as poffible, and to

amufe the enemy, by keeping, as long as might be, in the chan-

nel. This great officer did all that could be cxpeifleJ from him*

in order to put early to fea ; but, in fpite of all his diligence and

application, it was the middle of June before he left the port of

Breft. But then it muft be obferved, that a fquadron had been

fent under the command of the marquis dc Nefmonde, to carry

fupplies of all forts for the relief of king James's army in Ireland'.

Thefe were indeed great things, and what, all circumftances

confidered, one could fcarce conceive the French able to per-

form J yet they were far fhort of what it was believed in Eng-

land at that time they were in a condition to undertake, and

therefore fo many accounts were fent to our admiral from court,

of defcents to be made here, forces to be convoyed there, and

other Ilrange projedls, that he was hindered from purfuing either

the orders that were iirfl; given him, or executing his own dc-

fignsi and, though he difcovered a good deal of uneafinefs un-

der this, yet he continued for many weeks to complain and obey '^,

The Smyrna fleet was expedled home this fpring, and, as the

Englifti and Dutch had a joint concern therein to the amount of

upwards of four millions fterling, both nations were extremely

apprehenflve of its being attacked by the French, and therefore

very precife orders were fent to admiral Ruffelto ufe his utmoft

care for its prefervation ; and this he performed with equal in-

duftry and fuccefs ; for, having appointed fingle fliips to cruize

for them on every point of the compafs, he croffed with the body

of the fleet to Cape-Clear on the Irifh coaft, and, being ofr

Kingiale, received advice, that the Smyrna fleet was arrived

fafcly in that harbour. Upon this, he fent orders to captain

h I take this from the marquis dc Quincy, who has given us an exad lift of

them, according to which the blue and white fquadron confifteJ of twentj-four

(hips, the white of twenty-five, and the blue of twent)-four j in all feventythrec

capital (hips, carrying 1,544 guns, and 2t),H^0 men, together with twenty-one fire-

ihips.

I Hirt. militaire, tome ii. p. 45S» ^ Burchel's n:emolrs, p. 71.

Aylmsr
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Aylnier to join him immediately with the fquadroti under his

command, rtfolving to conduct the Smyrna fleet as farasScilly,

and then, if they had a fair wind, to leave them to proceed up
the channel, having firft taken the necelTary precaution offend-

ing a frigate before to Piy mouth, that he might be fatisfied none

of the enemy's fliips were upon the coafl'. . .;j r,:^.:;;.;

Upon parting with this fleet, the admiral determined tdly 'off

Tlihant, and, if the French were gone from thence, to- follow

them to Belle-lfle ; but, being afterwards of opinion that they

lay in the fea purpofely to avoid him, he altered hisrefolutions,

and refolved to go into a more proper ftation in fearch of them}

fo that, parting with the Smyrna fleet ofFScillythe i3thof Julv^

he firft bent his courfe towards the French coaft, from whence

lie fent a letter to the fecretary of ftate, defiring that it might

be confidered, whether the fleet, before its return, could be fet^^

viceable towards the redudlion of Ireland ; for that the prbvi-i

Cons on board would lafl: no longer than the latter end of Au-

gufi: ; and, after that month was expired, he thought it not fafe

for the great fhips to be out of harbour, but he defired that fup-

plies of provUion might be ready at Plymouth, that fo the want

of them might not incapacitate the fleet to perform any necel-

fary fervlce.

Arriving in thisflation, Sir Cloudefiey Shovel was fent to look

into Breft, where he faw about forty fail coming out of that

port, which proved to be a flret of merchant fliips from Bre-

tagne, efcorted by three men of war. Sir Cloudelley, to decoy

thefe Ihips into his banc*, made ufe of an excellent flratagem ;

he knew the French had intelligence that a fmall fquadron

of their fleet had made prizes of feveral Englifli merchantmen ;

laying hold, therefore, of this piece of falfe news, he ordered

part of his fquadron to put out French colours, and the relt to

take in theirs. By this method he thought to deceive the

French, who might naturally fuppofe it that fquadron with their

prizes. This fucceeded in part ; but the enemy difcovered the

cheat before he was near enough to do much mifchief ".

Tovjards the latter end of the month of July, admiral Rufl'ei

fell in with a convoy going to the French fleet with frefli provi-

1 Biurbet's naval hinory, p. 44.1. Kennet's hiOory of England, vol.iii. p. 611.

Oldrtiixjn's hiflory of die Siuans, vol, ii. p. 65. " Eiircliet'j njemoi.s, p. 27.

fions ;
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ilons \ fome of thefe were taken, and from them he learnt that

count Tourville had orders to avoid fighting, which he very

punctually obeyed, keeping fcouts at a confiderable diftance on

ail points of the compafs by which he could be approached, and

theft: being chaced by ours, they immediately ran, making fignals

to others that lay within them ; fo that it was impoflible to come

iip with the body of their fleet, though that of the Englilh and

Dutch failed in fuch a poflure, that the fcouts on each wing, as

well as thofe a-head and a-ftern, could in clear weather fee

twenty leagues round ".

The admiral, being fenfible of the dangers that might attend

this iituation, wrote home for freflx orders, which he received,

but found theni fo perplexed, that, having intelligence of the

French fleet's being gone into Breft, he, in the beginning of Au-

guft, purfuant to the refolution of a council of war, returned to

Torbay, from whence he vv^rote up to court to have his laft or-

ders explained. In return he was directed to put to fea again,

which he did; and notwithftanding his frequent reprefentations

of the inconvenience of having fuch large ftiips expofed to the

rough weather, which ufually happens about the equinox, he

was obliged to continue in the Soundings to the 2d of Septem-

ber, when he met with fuch a violent ftorm, that, after doing

all that could be done for the prefervation of the fleet, he was

conftrained to bear up for fo dangerous a port as Plymouth; ami

in doing this, through the violence of the wind, and the hazinefs

of the weather, the fhips wei-e fo fcattered, that the greatefl: part

of them were not feen when the admiral himfelf came to an an-

chor in the Sound ; but, when it grew fomevvhat clearer, one of

the fecond rates (which proved to be the Coronation) was dif-

covered at anchor off Ram-head, without any thing ftanding but

the enfjgn-flaff, and foon after (he foundered, her commander

Captain Shelton, together with her company, except a very in-

confiderable number, being loft. Many of the biggeft fhips

were not able to weather the eaftermoft point of land at the en-

trance into Plymouth-found, and therefore were conftrained to

lake fandtuary there, in that unavoidable confufion, which a lee-

fliore, thick weather, and a very hard gale of wind, will always

n IVIerciire hillorique et pcliriqus, tome xJ, p. 117, 139.

Vol. ir. X X occafioHj
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Occafion, infomuch that the Harwich, a third rate, ran on fliore>

and bulged near Mount Edgcombe-houfe, and the Royal Oak
and Northumberland tailed on the ground, though afterwards

they were luckily got off. A great Dutch Ihip was feen at an-

chor above five leagues in the ofEng, with all her marts gone j

and feveral there were that very narrowly efcaped the danger of

the Ediftone °.

The admiral immediately gave orders for refitting fuch of the

fhips as had been damaged in the ftorm, and left Sir Cloudefley

Shovel at Plymouth to fee it performed, directing him, as foon

as they were in a condition to fail, to fend a fquadron of ten fail

into the Soundings for the fecurity of the homeward-bound

trade, himfelf, with the reft of the fleet, fleering for Spithead,

where foon after he received orders to fend the largeft fliips

about to Chatham, as the Dutch admiral did to return home,

with the firft and fecond rates under his command. Admiral

Ruflel was likewife direfted to form a fquadron of thirty fail of

Englilli and Dutch fliips to be ient to the coaft of Ireland, and

he accordingly appointed vice-admiral Delaval for this command,

who four times attempted to execute his orders, and was as often

forced back by contrary winds, which, however, proved of u6

detriment to the fervice, fince the intelligence received of the

French fending a fleet to Limerick, proved falfe p. Thus ended

the naval operations of the year 1691, very little to the profit,

honour, or fatisfadlion of the nation. Yet certainly nothing could

be charged on the admiral's conduct, who did all that could be

expected from an able and vigilant officer, though his endeavours

were fruftrated by many clafhing and contradicHiory orders from

home, the artful conduct of a cautious enemy, and the unavoid-

able effe£ls of high winds and boifterous weather.

We need not wonder, therefore, either at the attempts made

in the houfe of commons to faften upon him the mifcarriages, as

they were called"^, at fea, or the ill-natured cenfures glanced at

" Burchet's memoirs, p. 103. Kennet's hirtory of England, vol. ii':. p. 612.

Oldmixon's hirtory of the Smarts, vol. ii. p. 65, Mercure hiftorique et poli-

tique, tome xi. p. 448. P Bnrchet's naval hiflory, p. 449, 450.

1 The houfe ordered the admiral's inflru£lions, and the letters written to, and

by him, to be laid before them, which fiifScicntly cleared him from all blame.

his



o-e King WILLIAM III. 347

his memory by fome peevifh writers'", with whom want of for-

tune will always imply want of fkill and integrity : theie are thing.-.

not to be avoided, or indeed much to be heeded. The ftorm iu

the houfe of commons never gathered to a head ; for thofe who
mifinterpreted the admiral's conducl found, on infpefting papers,

that it was not for their intereft to examine it ; and as for our

cenforious authors, their refleclions haVe recoiled upon them-

felves.

It was now become evident to the whole nation, that, with

refpedl to our honour and intereft in this war, the management

of affairs at fca was chiefly to be regarded ; and yet, by an un-

accountable feries of wrong councils, the management of thefe

affairs was in reality lefs regarded than any thing elfe. The ab-

folute reduction of Ireland, and the war in Flanders, feemed to

occupy the king's thoughts intirely, and the care of the navy

was left wholly to the board of admiralty, who, to fpeak in the

fofteft terms, did not manage it very fuccefsfully, or much to

the fatisfa£lion of the nation. There were, betides, fome other

things which contributed to make our maritime councils move

flowly. There was a faction grown up in the fieet againft the

admiral, and at the fame tim^the government entertained a great

jealoufy of many of the officers, though to this hour it remains

a fecret, whether it was or was not well-grounded ''.

The truth feems to be, that king James was better known to

the officers of the fleet, than to any other fet of men in England ;

mofh ofthem had ferved under him when lord high-admiral, and

many had been preferred by him ; which rendered it highly pro-

bable they might have an efteem for his perfon j but that any of

thefe officers intended to act in his favour, in conjunction with a

French force, againft their country, is very unlikely, cfpecially

if we confider the unanimity with which they went into the re^

volution, which had been openly acknowledged, and they fo-

r Bifhop Burnet fays, the feafon went over witiioHt any aiHion, and Riifiel, at

the end of it, came into Plymouth in a fiorm ; which was much cenfured; for

that road is not (afe ; and two contiderablc Ihips were loft upon the occafion.

Great factions were amongft the fijg-ufficers, and no other fervice was done by

this great equipment, but that our trade was maintained.—This remark is worth

nothing, iinlefs admiral RuflJ had it in commiflion to dire^ the v\'inds ; for id a

ftorm folks do not make for the be(t bin for the neareft port.

? Burnet's hifiory of his own times, vol. ii, p. 91. Kennet, Oldraixon.

X X 2 Icmnly
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lemnly thanked for it by the convention. Yet the report of the

contrary was grown wonderfully loud, and feems to have been

ery artfully propagated by the enemies of particular perfons, as

well as by thofe who were no friends to the government j for its

muft be allowed, that king James'5 agents here boaflsd in all the

advices they lent him, that they had brought back many of the

officers of the navy to his Intererc; and they went fo far as to

name fome of them, which they might do from many other mo-

tives than that of fpeaking truth ^ However it was, this is cer-

tain, that in parliament, at court, and in the navy, nothing was.

heard of but jealoulles, ill condu£l, and want of fufficient fup-.

plies for the fervice; a kind of difcourfe that lafted all the win-

ter, and was produ6live of many bad confequences.

In the fpring of the year 1692, a little before the king went to

Holland, he began to communicate his intentions, as to the em-

ployment of the fleet, to admiral RuiTel, who had been agaii>

appointed admiral and commander in chief by commilTion, dated

iDecember the 3d, 1691. At this time, however, he was very-

far from ilaading in high favour". He had expoftulated freeljr.

with his majefly on the difgrace of the earl of Marlborough, and

lived on no extraordinary terms with the new fecretary lord

Nottingham; but his character as an ofHcer, and.his known ftca-

dinefs in revolution-principles, fupported him, and the king re-

folved to confide the fleet to his care almoll: whether the admi-

ral would or not.

The principal thing that feems to have been intended was, con-

viacin'7 not France alone, but alfo all Europe, that the maritime

powers were Hill lords of the fea, by fitting out early fuch a ileel;

as fhould keep their enemies in awe, while a defcent was made

in Normandy. Something of this kind king William intimatec^

t The a^ent Tent over by king Jamci's arihcrents was one captain Lloyd, to

whoM tliey gsve a very txaf^ lift of ihe £iigi,l]i fleet, and dheOed liim particu-

larly to ii.form the king, tlist, amongll other great fea officers, they had brought

over rear-admirai Carter to !ui fervice; when this was fiift talked of, a repott

'irevsiled, thit he had 10,000 pounds given him ; but of the falfehood of this

Aoiv wc n-irtli have occsfion to Jpeak more largely hereafter. See Kennet's hif-

tory of EngiaP.d, vol. iii. p. 6^9. OlJmiKon's h)(\(fry of the Stuarts, vol. ii.

P 73-

* BiTrnct's hiflory of his own time?, V:)I. ii. p. 5:. Mercure hifiorique et po-

)itiq«e, tome >:ii. p. icf.

In
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m his fpeech to the parliament, and was certainly expeOed

both by this nation and the Dutch. When, therefore, the

Icing left England in the beginning of March, his inftruftions

to admiral RulTel were, to ufe all imaginable diligence in gettinff

the fleet out to fea ; and at the fame time he was promifed, that

his majefty would not fail to quicken the Dutch : but we fliail

foon fee, that all ^hefe fchemes were fuddenly altered, and that,

if the king's new miniftry had been but furniftied with tolerable

intelligence, thcfe fchemes could never have entered into their

heads ". To be clear in this point, we muft look over to the

tranfatlions in France.

As foon as Lewis XIV. perceived, either through unavoidable

misfortunes, or the intrigues of his own minifters, that it was a

thing impoiTible to fupport the war in Ireland any longer to ad-

vantage, he came to a refolution of employing the forces, that

were ftill left king James, to ferve his purpofe another way.

With this view he concerted, with the malecontents in Engbnd,

an jnvafion on the coafb of SuiTex; and though for this delign it

was neceffary to draw together a great number of tranfports, as

V-ell as a very confiderable body of forces, yet he had both in

readinefs, before it was fo much as fufpecled here. The land-

army confifred of fourteen battalions of Englilh and Irifh troops,

and about nine thoufand French, commanded by marflial dc

Belfondes ; fo that in all there could not be lefs than twenty

thoufand men ^. The fleet of tranfports confifled of three hun-

dred fail, and was well provided with every thing neceffary for

the invafion. In (hort, nothing was wanting to the execution of

this defign, in the beginning of April, but the arrival of count

d'Eflrees's fquadron of twelve men of war, which was toefcort

the embarkation, while the count de Tourville cruized in the

channel wich the grand fleet, which was alfo ready to put to fea,

^^ In or.ler to prove the truth &f this accounr, I fhall refer the reader to the

^lerciire hirt.jrique et pelitiquc, totr.e xii. p. 411, 411. wherein we are aHurcfi,

that the fchenie of making a defcent on France was taken from king William's

own mouth, that orders were given for having a prodigious number of pontons

and flit bottomed boats ready by the latter end of June, and that the duke of

Lei(i(lcr (who was fon to marfhal Schcmberg) was to command the forces em-
ployed in this fervice. Sec aifo Bui net's hifiory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 92.

5^ HiRoire militaire, torn. ii. p. 473, J77, Burnet's hifiory of his own times

vol. ii. p. p3, Mercure hiftoriijue et jiclifione, tome xii. p, ^ij, ac,

but
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but was detained by contrary winds. Things being in this fitua-

tion, king James fent over colonel Parker, and fome other

agents of his, to give his friends intelligence of his motions ; and

fome of thele people, in hopes of reward, gave the firfl clear

account of the whole defign to our government at home ; upon

which, order after order was fent to admiral Ruffel to hallen

out to fea, in whatever condition the fleet might be at this time ^.

There were at this very critical juncture two confiderablc

fquadrons at fea ; one under the command of Sir Ralph Delaval,

which was fent to bring home a fleet of merchantmen from the

Mediterranean, the other under rear-admiral Carter, near the

French coaft. It was apprehended, that the French would have

endeavoured to intercept the former, and therefore, on the laft

of February, orders were fent by the Groin packet-boat to vice-

admiral Delaval, to avoid coming near cape St. Vincent, but ra-

ther to fail to Dingle-bay, the mouth of the Shannon, or fome

other port thereabouts^. But, for fear tbefe orders might not

reach him foon enough at Cadiz, an advice-boat was ordered to

cruize for him off Cape-Clear, with inftructions to put into

Corke or Kingfale. However, both thefe orders miffed him, and

he was fo fortunate as to arrive in the beginning of March fafe

in the Downs.

As for rear-admiral Carter, he was ordered to continue cruiz-

ing with his fquadron of eighteen fail, as near the French coall

as it was poffible, in order to be the better and more certainly

informed of what they were doing*. His majeffy king William,

as foon as he arrived in Holland, took care to haflen the naval

y Qneen Mary behaved on rhis occafion with great wifdonn and firmnefs of

mind; for, without djfcovering any apprehenfions of danger, fhe took all the

precautions that were necellary to prevent ir, by publishing a proclamation re«

quiring all Papifts to quit the cities of London and W^daiiniler, another for.af-

fembling b )th houfes of parliament, and a third for apprebendin<; the earls of

Scarfdile, Litchfield, Newbourg, Miji'.leton, and Diinmore, the lords Grittin and

Porbes, Sir John Fenwicke, Sir Theophilus Oglethorp, Sir Andrew Forrcffer,

and i'cveral other perfons of dilliuiiioo, foppolcd to be in her father's intcreli.

Mercure hiilorique et politique, tome xii, p. S5i. 5S3-

2 Buichct's memoirs, p. 119.

» See the London Gazette, K°. 27 V9- whereby it appear?, that Sir Ralph De-

laval's fquadron conlifled of fixtcen Englifli and Dutch men of war, and hod un-

der convoy feventy mcrcbafitiDen ri;tUy laden. Burchet's naval hiftory, p. 461.

Kennet, and ether wriicri.

preparations
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preparations with unufual diligence; fo that the fleet was ready

to put to fea much fooner than had been expelled, or at leafl

much fooner than it had done the year before, and was alfo in

a much better condition. As for our admiral, he went on

board in the beginning of May ; and, obfervlng how great ad-

vantage the French might reap by the divifion .of iuch con-

liderable fquadrons from our fleet, his firfl: care was ro write to

court on this fubje£l, and to defire, that a certain place might

be fixed for their conjunction, and that timely notice might be

given to all perfons concerned. In return to this, he had orders

fent him to cruize between Cape la Hogue and the Ifle of Wight,

till the fquadrons fliould join with him, though he had propofed

the junction fhould be made off Beachy-head. However, he

obeyed his orders as foon as he received them, and plyed it

down through the fands with a very fcanty wind, contrary to

the opinion of many of his officers, and all the pilots, who were

againft hazarding fo great a fleet in fo dangerous an attempt;

and yet to this bold ftroke of the admiral, which was his own,

was owing all his following fuccefs.

On the 8th the fleet came fafe ofi^ Rye, and that night the

admiral fent to the Dutch admiral to weigh and make fail after

him, that no time might be loll ; and he alio fent a fquadron of

fmall fliipsto look for Sir Ralph Delaval, being in great pain

till the whole confederate fleet was in a body. On the nth of

May he failed from Rye-bay for St. Helen's, where in two days

time he was joined by Sh- R.alph Delaval, and rear-admiral Car-

ter, with their fquadrons''. While they lay here, the admiral

received a letter from the earl of Nottingham, as fecretary of

fliate, written by queen Mary's dire(ftion, wherein he was in-

formed, that a fcandalous and malicious report was fpread, as if

fome of the officers of their majefties fleet were difafte«5led, or

not hearty in their fervice ; and that her majefty had thereupon

been prefled to the difcharge of many of them from their em-
ployments : but her majefly charged the admiral to acquaint his

officers, that (he was fatisfied this report was railed by the ene-

mies of the government, and that {he repofed fo entire a confi-

dence in their fidelity, that flie had refolved not to difphce la

b Surchet's naval hiftoty, p. 454.

mucin
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much as one of them. Upon this the flag-officers and captainj

drew up a very dutiful and loyal addrefs, dated from on board

the Britannia at St. Helen's, May the 15th, 1692, which was

the fame day tranfmitted to court, and on the next prefcnted by

the lords of the admiralty to her majefly, who was pleafed tci

make this wife and gracious anfwer, which was publiflied that

night in the Gazette: " I always had this opinion of the com-
** manders; but I am glad this is come to fatisfy others'^."

When all the fliips, EngliOi and Dutch, were come together^

the admiral propofed, that a fmall detachment of fix or eiglit

frigates might be fent to hover about the coaft of Normandy j

that at the fame time the forces intended for a defcent fliould

embark, and be landed at St. Maloes, and the grand fleet ly

weftward of that place, in order to protect them from the ene-

my. This proponiion being in part approved, he detached fix

light fliips to gain intelligence; and, it being left to him to pro-

ceed as a council of war fliould advife, he, on the 18th of May;

failed for the coaft of France. The next day, about three in the

morning, the fcouts, weflward of the fleet, fired fwivcl-guns,

and, being in a fhort time in fight, made_ the fignal of difcover-

jng the enemy. Immediately orders were given for drawing into

a line of battle, and the fignal was made for the rear of the fleet

to tack, in order to engage the fooncr, if the French had fl:ood

to the northward. A little after four, the fundilperfing thefogj

the enemy v/ere feen ftanding fouthward. The admiral upon

this caufed the fignal for the rear to tack to be taken in, and

bore away with his fliip fo far leeward, as that each fliip in the

fleet might fetch his wake, and then be brought to, and lay by,

with his fore-top-fail to the mafl:, that fo others might have the

better opportunity of placing themfelves according to the man-

ner formerly directed on fuch an occafion <*.

The

<= I give in fome refpeiTls a tlifTsrenf account of this affair from what the readif

will meet with in Kurchet, and the reft of our hiftorians. But then I do this iram

the Gazette itfelf, N°. 2767. wherein the reafons I have alUgned are exprelsiy

jnentioneJ. See likewife the Mercure hirtorique et politique, tome x i. p. 646.

d Buiclitt's memoirs, p. 158, 139. It will be propfr to give the reader here

bu ihtisif} of the force of the rcfpt^.ive fltcts :

The
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The confederate fleet was In good order by eight, having the

Dutch fquadron In the van, the red in the centre, and the blue

In the rear. About ten the French fleet bore down upon them

with great refolution. About half an hour after eleven, cpunt

Tourville in the Royal Sun, brought to, and began the figlu

with admiral R.uflei, being within three quarters mufket-Ihot.

He plyed his guns very warmly till one, but then began to

io^w off in great diforder, his rigging, fails, and top-fall yards

being very much wounded. About two the wind fhlfted •, fo

that five of the enemy's blue fquadron pofted themfelves, three

a-head, and two a-ftern of their admiral, and fired very brifkly

till after three. The admiral and his two feconds, Mr. Churchil

and Mr. Aylmer, had all thefe fhips to deal with. There was

{o thick a fog about four, that the enemy could not be feen ;

and, as foon as it was cleared up, the French admiral was dif-

covcred towing away northward •, upon which the admiral fol-

lowed him, and made the fignal for chacing.

While this pafled between the admirals, Sir Cloudefley Shovel

Was got to the windward of count Tourville's fquadron, and

The red SQ^UADRON. I Sir John Ashby, admirnl.

, George Rooke, Efq; viceadmiral.

Richard Carter, Efq; re?r-ndmiral.

j
The dutch S Q^U A D R O N.

,

I

Rates. Men. Giini.

I

gFi.f?, 4,515 796

10 Second, ^,766 772
^i '3,^95 2,220 ^. , 1-^ ^' ^'

' 9 Third, 2,925 64:5

The richt honouraSle Edward Rus- or- u o., A-h" o rourin, l,o4S ^-"
SEL, Efq; admiral, commander io ,.

^

I 36 '3,05' 2,6i*
Sir Ralph DelavAl, vice admiral.

( ^ , . , .
'

J • 1 ' Admiral Ai.lemovdf,

Rates.
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engaged them ; but, the fog growing darker than before, they

were forced to anchor : and about this time it was that captaia

(fome lifts call him colonel) Hafirings, in the Sandwich, was kil-

led, driving through thofe fliips of the enemy, by reafon his

anchors were not clear. The weatlier clearing up a little, the

French followed their flying admiral,, and the Englifh chaced the

bet^ they could. About eight in the evening it grew foggy a-

gain, and part of the Englifh blue fq-uadron, having fallen in

with the enemy, engaged about half an hour, till they, having

lofl four lliips, bore away for Conquet-Road ^. In this fliort

a(^ion rear-admiral Carter was killed, whofe laft words effec-

tually confuted tlie bafe reports fpread to blemifli his reputation ;

for, finding himfelf mortally wounded, he recommended it to

captain Wright, who commanded his fhip, to fight her as long

as flie could fv^imf.

The 20th of May proved fo dark and foggy, that it was eight

o'clock before the Dutch difeovered the enemy; and then the

tN'hole fleet began to cliace, the French crowding away weflward.

About four in the afternoon both fleets anchored ; about ten

they weighed again, and about twelve admiral Ruffel's fore-top-

mafl: came by the board".

On the 2zd, about feven in the morning, the Englifli fleet

continued the chace with all thefuccefs they could delire ^ about

eleven the French admiral ran a-fliore, and cut her mafls away;

upon this her two fcconds plyed up to her, and other fhips be-

gan to hover about them j upon which the admiral fcnt to Sir

Pialph Delaval, who was in the rear, to keep with him a flrength

fufficient to deftroy thofe fiiips, and to fend the refl, that were

under his command, to join the body of the fleet. In the even-

ing a great number of the enemy'^s fhips were feen going into

La riogue. On the 23d the admiral fent in Sir George Rooke>

with feveral men of war, fire-fhipSy and all the boats of the

fleet, to deftroy thefe fhips in the bay. On their entering, it was

<^ fituchft's memoirs, p. 139, J4a, 141. Life of king ^Til^iam, p. 3 3z.

t" The manner of Ins dcacli lhe*s how falfe the afperfion was, that he had ta-

ken ten thoiifand pounds to fire upon ihe French only with powder, who were to

return the like, and then he was to go over to them with his fquadron. As lie

i.£,rtain!y died like a man of hoEow, it is but ji)ft to brlicvc, that he was ftiiflly

iuch while he lived.

- Burthct'i mtinuir?, p. ijj.

perceived,
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perceived, that there were thirteen fail; but they were £^ot up
fo high, that none but the fmall frigates could do anv fervice.

Sir George, however, was refolved to execute his orders ; and

therefore, having manned his boats, he went in perfon to en-

courage the attempt, burnt fix of them that night, and the other

feven the next morning, together with a great number of tranf-

ports fhips, and other vefTels laden with ammunition. One would

think this was a remarkable piece of fervice : indeed it was by

much the greateft that happened during the whole affair; for it

was performed under a prodigious fire from the enemy's battery

on fhore, and within fight of the Irif3i camp, and with the lofs

only of ten men ^
: yet biOiop Burnet, by an odd flroke, either

of ill humour or great negligence, has thought fit to bla^DC Sir

Ceorge, as if he had not been inclined to fight.

Sir John Afhby, with his own fquadron and fome Dutch
fliips, purfued the reft of the French i3eet, till they ran through

the race of Alderney, among fuch rocks and flioals as our pilots

•were abfolutely againfl: following them ; for which that admiral

has been alfo cenfured, though perhaps without caufe, fincefome

of the ableft feamen in England were of opinion, that there

could not be a more defperate undertaking than the flight of the

French fliips through that paiTage, But though defpair might

juftify them, yet it does not appear to me an argument, that Sir

John Afliby ought to have followed them '. The two following

original letters will fet fome other circumftances in a better light,

and with greater weight of evidence, than could be done other-

wife. Eeiides they are (the latter efpecially) become fo fcarce,

as hardly to be met wLtli,

'' It appears by admiral Allemondt's letter to the llates-general, riiat this was

a moll difficult and dangerous nndertaking ; and his letter was dated the very

morning the thing was done, which is a much ftronger proof cf admiral Rooke'c

merit, than if it had been written by an Engiilh admiral. Le Clerc hift. dcs pro-

vinces unies, tome iii. p. 412. Mercure hirtorique et politique, tome xii. p. S14.

' The reader will be faiisfied of tWs, rf he carts his eye-upon a Tea chart, and

confiders the prodigious riik the French ran, in order to get through the race of

Alderney. This circumrtance is particularly taken notice of in our tar fong on
&ie viftory of La H^giie, which Ihewrs what the feamen though; ofi.%

y a S^
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Sir Ralph Delaval's Letter to the Earl of Nottingbar^.

From on board the Royal Sovereign.

" I believe it my duty to '.tcquaint you, that on the 21 ft in-

" ftant, adnr.iral RulTel having made the fignal for the licet to

** cut their cables, I obferved the French to be forced from the

*' race of Aldeniey, where they anchored, to the eaftward ;

'' and, finding that fonie of them endeavoured for the bay of

*' Cherburgh, I ftood in for that place, where I found three

*' three-detked Oiips of the enemy, but fo clofe to the fliore,

*' and within fome rocks, that it was not fafe for mc to attempt

*' them till I had informed myfelf of the road, they being hawl-

** ed into flioal water,

" I immediately took my boats, and founded within gun-fliot

*• of them, which they endeavoured to prevent by firing at us.

« And, that no time might be loft, I went immediately on board

•' the St. Alban's, where, for the encouragement of the fea-

** men, I hoifted my flag, and, having ordered the Iluby with

*' two fire-fhips to attend me, I flood in with them, leaving the

*' great fliips without, as drawing too much water. But, coming
*' very near, they galled fo extremely, and, finding the five

<* fliips could not get in, I judged it beft to retreat without fliot,

^' and there anchored, and immediately called all the captains,

*< where it was refolved to attack them in the morning with all

" the third and fourth rates, and fire- fliips. But, after having

<< drawn them into four fathoms and a half water, I found we
*' could not do our bufinefs, the water being flioal. Upon
<* which I ordered three fire-fliips to prepare themfelves to at-

*' tempt the burning of them, going myfelf with all the barges

<* and tenders to take them up, if by the enemj's iliot they

** fliould mifcarry.

*' Iiidced I may fay, and I hope without vanity, the fervice

" was warm, yet, God be praifed, fo effectually performed,

** that, notwithfi:anding all their ihot both from their fliips and
** fort, two of our fire-fliips had good fuccefs by burning two
*' of them ; the other, by an unfortunate fliot, was fet on fire,

*' being juft going on board the enemy. Indeed, fo brave was

« the attcmptj that I think they can hardly be fufficiently re-

" warded,



OF King WILLIAM IIL 35^ ,

tf warded, and doubt not but their majefties will do them right.

« The third French fliip being run a-fliore, and obferving the

" people on board to go a-fhore by boats-full, I ordered the St.

<f Alban's, the Referve, and others, to fire upon her, judging it

<t might caufe them to quit her. And, after having battered

" her fome time, I obferved (lie made no refiftance, I took z\\

f the boats armed, and went on bpard her.

« I found abundance of men on board, and feyeral wounded,

^* but no officers •, and having caufed all the people as well

" thofe that were wounded as others, to be taken out, I fet her

«f on fire, and had I not had notice by my fcouts, that thirty

« fliips were ftanding with me, had fent all the French on fliore,

** who are now very troublefome to me. The Ihips we fawr

*< proved to be Sir John Afliby and the Dutch, coming from

" the weftward. We are proceeding together to the eallwarJ

" to La Hogue, where I am informed three or four of the ene-

** my's fliips are ; and, if fo, I hope God will give us good

*' fuccefs. I expedl to find the admiral to-morrqw, where I

** hope to hear he has deftroyed fome of the enemy's lljps, \vm

*' ving left him in chace of them laft night, ftanding to the eaft-

f* ward, and pretty near thern, as I judged. My lord, 1 hope

" you will excufe me, if I prefume to pray you will ufe your

" intereft with the queen, that a reward may be given to the

*' three captains of the fire-fliips, and feveral of the others; for

** greater zeal and greater bravery I never faw. I pray your ex-

^* cufe for being thus tedious, and thu« particular. Pray God
*' preferve their majefties ; and that their arms may be ever

*• crowned with fuccefs by fea and land, iliall be the prayers

*' and endeavours of, 6'i%

" Cherburgh, May 22, 105)2.
'

« P. S. Captain Heath burnt Tourville's fliip the Royal Sun,

*« which was the moft difficult; captain Greenway burnt the

" other, called the Conquerant. The Admirable was burnt by
*' our boats. Captain Fowlis attempted the Royal Sun, but was
<« fet on fire by the enemy's (hot, yet deferves as well as the

*' others."

Admiral

1
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Admiral Russel's Letter to the Earl of Nottingham.

" My Lord, Portfmouth, June 2, 1692.

*' Since your lordfliip feems to think, that an account in

«' general of the fleet's good fuccefs, is not fo fatisfaflory as one

** fetting forth the particulars, I here fend it with as much bre-

*' vity as the matter will admit of. I muft confefs I was not

*' much inclined to trouble you in this nature, not being ambi-

** tious to fee my name in print on any occafion ; but fince it is

** your lordOiip's command, I am the more inclined to give you

** the beft information I am able of the a(Siion, having feen fe-

«' veral printed relations not very fincere.

" Wednefday in the evening, being the 18th of May, lland-

" ing over for Cape la Hogue, I ordered captain Gillam in the

" Chefter, and the Charles galley, to ly at fuch a diftance to

*• the weftward of the fleet, that they might <lifcover any fig-

^* nals made from me.

" Thurfday the 19th, fl:anding with a fmall gale S. S. W.
** the wind at W, and W. by S. hazy weather. Cape Barfleur

*« bearing then S. W. and by S. from me, diftant about {even

*' leagues. Between three and four in the morning, we heard

** feveral guns to the weftward, and in a fiiort time I faw the

" two frigates making the fignal of feeing the enemy, with their

*.* heads lying to the northward, which gave me reafon to think

« that the enemy lay with their heads that way. Upon which,

** I ordered the fignal to be made for the fleet's drawing into a

*' line of battle; after wliich I made the fignal for the rear of

" the fleet to tack, that, if the enemy flood to the northward,

*' we might the fooner come to engage. But foon after four

'* o'clock, the fun had a little cleared the weather, and I faw

*' the French fleet ftanding to the fouthward, forming their line

*' on the fame tack that I was upon. I then ordered the fignal

<' for the rear to tack to be taken in, and at the fime time bore

** away with my own fhip fo far to leeward, as I judged each

** fhip in the fleet might fetch my wake or grain ; then brought

" to again, lying by with my fore-top-fail to the maft, to give

" the fhips in the fleet the better opportunity of placing them-

« fclves as rhey had been before direited. By eight o'clock we
« had
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«' had formed an indifferent line, ftretcbing from the S. S. "W.

" to the N. N. E. the Dutch in the van, the red in the centre,

«' and the blue in the rear.

<* By nine o'clock the enemy^s van-guard had ftretched almoft

*' as far to the fouthward as ours, their admiral and rear-admi-

" ral of tiie blue, that were in the rear, clofing the line, and

*' their vice-admiral of the fame divifion ftretching to the rear of

** our fleet, but never coming within gun-fhot of them. About

" ten they bore down upon us, I ftill lying with my fore-top-

** fail to the maft, I then obferved monfieur Tourville, the

*• French admiral, put out his fignal for battle. I gave orders

" that mine (hould not be hoifted till the fleets began to en-

*' gage, that he might have the fairer opportunity of coming as

*' near me as he thought convenient j and at the fame time I

*• fent orders to admiral Allemonde, that, as foon as any of his

«* fquadron could weather the enemy's fleet, they fhould tack:

*' and get to the weftward of them, as alfo to the blue to make
<< fail, and clofe the line, they being at fome diftance a-ftern-,

•' but, as foon as the fleet began to engage, it fell calm, which

« prevented their fo doing. About half an hour after eleven,^

" monfieur Tourville in the Royal Sun, (being within tiiree

*• quarters muflvet-lhot) brought to, lying by me at that

** diftance about an hour and a half, plying his guns very

** warmly, though I muft obferve to you, that our men fired

" their guns fafter. After which time, I did not find his guns

" were fired with that vigour as before, and I could fee him irt

" great diforder, his rigging, fails, and top-fail yards being fliot>

*• and no body endeavouring to make them ferviceable, and his

*< boats towing of him to windward, gave me reafon to think

*' he was much galled. About two the wind fliifted to the N. W.
" and by W. and fome little time after that, five frefli fliips of

** the enemy's blue fquadron came and pofted themfclves three

' a-head of monfieur Tourville, and two a-flern of him, and

" fired with great fury, which continued till alter three.

" About four in the evening there came fo thick a fog, that

«f we could not fee a lliip of the enemy's, which occafioned our

«* leaving off firing for a long tinie ; and then it cleared up, and

" we could fee monfieur 'iourviUe towing away with his boats?

" to thj northward from us. LTpon whicl;, I did the fame, and

" ordered
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*' ordered all my divifion to do the like ; and about hall'an hour

*' after five we had a fmall breeze of wind eaflerly. I thea

*« made the fignal for the fleet to chace, fending notice to all the

*' fliips about me, that the enemy were running. About this

*' time I heard feveral broadlides to the wtftward ; and, though

** I could not fee the fliips that fired, 1 concluded them to be

" our blue, that, by the fhift of wind, had weathered the ene-

« my ; but it proved to be the rear-admiral of the red, who had

" weathered Tourville's fquadron, and got between them and
** their admiral of the blue, where they lay firing fome time

;

*' and then Tourville anchored with fome fliips of his owndivi-

*' fion, as alfo the rear-admiral of the red, with fome of his.

*' This was the time that captain Haftings in the Sandwich was

** killed, he driving through thofe fliips by reafon of his an-

*' chors not being clear. I could not fee this part becaufe of

** the great fmoke and fog, but have received this Informatioft

** from Sir Cloudefley Shovel fince.

" I fent to all the fliips that I could think were near me, to

** chace to the weftward all night, telling them I defighed to

** follow the enemy to Breft, and fometimes we could fee a

*' French fliip, two or three, {landing away with all the fail

** they could make to the weftward. About eight I heard firing

*« to the weftward, which lafted about half an hour, it being

*' fome of our blue fallen in with fome of the fliips of the ene-

*' my in the fog. It was foggy, and very little wind all night.

" Friday the 20th, it was fo thick in the morning that I could

*' fee none of the enemy's fliips, and but very few of our own.
*' About eight it began to clear up : the Dutch, who were to

*' the fouthward of me, made the fignal of feeing the enemy

;

** and, as it cleared, I faw about thirty-two or thirty-four fail

" diftant from us between two and three leagues, the wind at

*' E. N. E. aiid they bearing from us W. S. W. our fleet cha-

" cing with all the fail they could make, having taken in the

" fignal for the line of battle, that each fliip might make the

" beft of her way after the enemy. Between eleven and twelve

** the wind came to the S. W. The French plied to the weft-

<« ward with all the fail they could, and we after them. About
*' four, the tide of ebb being done, the French anchored, as alfo

'« we in forty-three fathom water, Cape Barfleur bearing S. and

" by
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«* by W. About ten in the evening we weighed with the tide

** of ebb, the wind at S. W. and pHed to the weftward. About
«' twelve my fore-top maft came by the board, having received

* feveral fliot.

.
" Saturday the aid we continued ftill plying after the enemy

*< till four in the morning. The tide of ebb being done, I an-

** chored in forty-fix fathom water, Cape la Hogue bearing S,

*' and by W. and the ifland of Alderney S. S. W; By my top-

«< maft's going away, the Dutch fquadron, and the admiral of

*' the blue, with feveral of his fquadron, had got a great way
*' to windward of me. About feven in the morning, feveral of

*' the enemy's fliips, being far advanced towards the race, I per-

" ceived driving to the eaftward with the tide of flood. Between

" eight and nine, when they were driven fo far to the eaftward

" that I could fetch them, I made the fignal for the fleet to cut

*' and follow the enemy, which they all did, except the afore-

" mentioned weathermoft fhips, which rid faft to obferve the

** motion of the reft of the enemy's fliips that continued in the

*'' race of Alderney. About eleven I faw three great fliips, fair

<' under the fliore, tack and ftand to the weftward } but, after

*' making two or three fhort boards, the biggeft of them ran

<' a-fliore, who prefently cut his mafts away, the other two,

*' being to leeward of him, plied up to him. The reafon, as I

** judge, of their doing this, was, that they could not weather

*' our fternmoft {hips to the weftward, nor get out a~head of

*' lis to the eaftward.

<' I obferving that many of our fhips hovered about thofe, I

*' fent to Sir Ralph Delavalj vice-admiral of the red, who waa

" in the rear of our fleet, to keep fuch a number of fliips and

" fire-fliips with him as might be fufiicient to deftroy thofe of

*< the enemy, and to order the others to follow me, I being

«« then in purfuit of the reft of the enemy: an account of the

«» performing that fervice I do not trouble your lordfliip with,

*' he having given it you already. About four in the afternoon

** eighteen fail of the enemy's fliips got to the eaftward of Cape
" Barfleur, after which I obferved they hauled in for La Hogue

:

«' the rear-admiral of the red, vice-admiral of the blue, and
" fome other fliips^ were a-head of me. About ten at night I

«* anchored in the bay of La Hogue, and lay till four the next

" morning, being

Vol. II. Z z « Sunday
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*' Sunday the 2 2d ; and then I weighed and ftood in neaf thtf

** Innd of La Hogue ; but, when we found the flood came, we
" anchored in a good fandy ground. At two in the afternoon

** we weighed agjiin, and plied clofe in with La Hogue, where

" we faw thirteen fail of the enemy^s men of war hauled clofe

" in with the fiiore. The rear-admiral of the red tells me, that

« the night before he faw the other five, which made up the

*< eighteen I firft chaced, fland to the eaflward.

*« Monday the 23d, I fent in vice-admiral Rooke with feveral

*' men of war and fire-fliips, as alfo the boats of the fleet, to

*' deftroy thoi^ fliips ; but the enemy had gotten them fo near

«• the fliore,^ that not any of our men of war, except the fmall

« frigAtes^ could do any fervice ; but that night vice-admiral

« Rooke, with the boats, burnt fix of them.

" Tuefday the 24th, about eight in the morning, he went in

" again with the boats, and burnt the other feven, together with

" feveral tranfport (hips and fome vciTcls with am.munition, the

*' names of wirich fhips I am not yet able to give your terdfliip

'^ any other account of than what I formerly fent you, which
*^' are as folfow :

Ships names.

Soleil Royal,

L'Ambitieux,

L'Admirable,

La Magnifique,

Le St. Philip,

Le Conquerant^

Le Triamphant,

L'Etonant,

Le Terrible,

L' Amiable,

Le Fier,

Le Glorieux,

Le Serieux,

l>e Trident,

Commanders.

Count de Tourvilley

Chevalier de la Villette, vice-

admiral of the blue,^

Monfieur Beaujeau,

Monfieur Cottologon, rear-ad-

miral of the blue,

Monfieur Infrcvill-e,

Du Magnon,

Monfieur Bellcmont,

Monfieur de Septime^

Mwifieur Septvilla,

Monlleur de Raal,

Monfieur Larfethoir,

Le C. Chateaumoorant,

X>Ionfieur Bernier,

Monfieur Monteaud,

Guns.

104

IC4

90

16

76

75

74
80

80

68

68

60

60

5<^

" All the prifoners report a three-deck fhip burnt by acci-

*' dent, and the following funk, how true I do not know-

Ships
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Ships names. Commanders. Guns.

Le Prince, Monfieur Bagneuz, 60
Le Sanfpareil, Monfieur Ferille, 60
'' Though thefe be all the names that I have been nble to

** learn, yet I am fure there are fixteen Ihips of confe<iuence

** burnt.

** Wednefday the 25th, I failed from La Hogue, ordering

*• the admiral of the blue, with a fquadron of Englifti and
" Dutch fhips under his command, to run along the enemy's
** coaft, as far as Havre de Grace, in bopes that fome of the

" before-mentioned five fhips, that ftood to the eaftward, might
** have been got thither ; but he informs me that, upon his ap-

** pearing before that place, he could perceive but one or two

" fmall veffels. The number of the enemy's fliips did not ex-

*•* ceed fifty men of war, by th« beft information, from fifty-fix

" to one hundred and four guns; and though it muft be con-

<« felTed, that our number was fuperior to theirs, which proba-

** bly at firfl might ftartle them, yet, by their coming down
*^ with that refolution, I cannot think it had any great efFedl

*' upon them : and this I may affirm for a truth, not v/ith any

*' intention to value cur own aclion, or to leiTin the bravery of

** the enemy, that they were beaten by a number confiderably

** lefs than theirs, the calmnefs and thicknefs of the weather

*' giving very few of the Dutch or the blue the opportunity of

** engaging, which 1 am fure they look upon as a great misfor-

<• tune; and, had the weather proved otherwife, I do not fee

** how it was pollible for any of them to have efcaped us.

" This is the exa(rtefl; accouKt that I am able to give you,

^' which I hope will prove to yourlordfliip's latisfa^tion. Vice-

*' admiral Rooke has given me a very good character of feveral

<' men employed in the boats, and I have ordered him to give

*< me a lift of the names of fuch perfons whofe behaviour was

^* remarkable, in order to their reward, i am %
" My Lord,

** Your Lordfliip's moft faithful,

*' humble fervant,

«* E. RUSSEL/'

k Admiral RufHrl's letter to the earl of Nottingham, rontainliig an exaft and

particular relation of tie late happy vift^ry and fucce.'s againft the French fiset.

iPublilhed by authority. In the Savoy printed by Edward Jones, 1C91 ;
folio-

ZZ 2 It



364 NAVAL HISTORY
It is very remarkable, that, though the confederate fleet was

near double to that of the French, yet fcarce half of it could en-

gage, which was owing to their original difpoiition, (by which,

as the reader may remember, the blue fquadron, of which Sir

George Rooke was rear-admiral, was directed to tack north-

ward, and ro weather), not at all to any deficiency in that ad-

miral, as bifhop Burnet alledges' : yet the defeat was one of the

nioft fignal that ever happened at fea. If, indeed. Sir John

Aihby could have reached thofe that took fhelter in St. Maloes,

it had in a good meafure put an end to the French power at

iea™. As it was, we mufi: acknowledge it a moft glorigus vic-

tory, and that we ought to pay a juft tribute of praife to the

memories of all the brave men who atchieved it.

We find this affair, notwithftanding all the ruinous confe-

quences that attended it, treated in fuch a ftyle by the French

writers, as to make it appear rather a victory than a defeat; and

all this founded on the fingle circumftance of their attacking the

Englifli fleet". In order to explain that, we mull obferve, that

count Tourville found himfelf obliged to take this flep, in obe-

dience to his orders, which were fo exprefs, that they did not

leave any room for him to excrcife his judgment. He called a

council of war, indeed, the night before the engagement,

wherein moft of the ofiicers gave their opinions, that, confider-

ing the fuperiority of the confederate fleet, and the fituation

themielves were in, it was mod prudent to avoid fighting. Upon
this, after declaring his own fcntiments to be the fame with

theirs, he produced the king's orders, which appeared to be fo

precife for fighting the Englifli, whether flrong or weak, that it

was unanimoufly refolved to obey them °. Several reafons have

been afiigned for the French king's giving fuch orders ; and

1 See hh hiitory of his o-vn times, vol. ii. p. 93. "^ Burcliet's memoirs,

p. 146. Rennet's hiftory of En^hnd, vl.1, iii. p. 640, 641, Oldmixon's hiftory

»>f the Stuarts, vol. ii. p. 73. Coliimna roflrata, p. 260, 161. Mercure hiPo-

r\q^^e et poliuqne, lome xii. p. 6;i. " Hi3. railitaire de Lewis XIV.
tome ii. p. s8j. Jourpal hiftoriqiie de Lewis XIV. par P. Danitl, p. 164. Kilt,

de milice Fran^oife, tome ii. p. 491. Memoirs dc Forbin. Reincotirt, tome iii.

p. n8. Hifroire chronologique dii dernier fieclc, p. 3,16. Sec Mercure hifto-

iijqae et politique, toai;'xii. p, 634, 639.

° Hift. militaire, tome ii. p. 580, s3i. Reincourt, tome iii. p. jiiS. In a'l

piobibiiity count Tourville called this council of war to jnflify himfelf in refpeft

jo the fenle :h which he underllocd the king's ordcri.

amongft
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amongft thefe the moft probable is, that he was miftaken as to

the ftrength of both fleets.

As to his own, he looked upon it as certain, that count d'E-

ftrees, with his fquadron, would have joined the fleet before

any opportunity offered of fighting, and that count Tourville's

line of battle fhould have confifted of fixty-fix (hips at leaft. He
was, however, deceived in both : count d'Eftrees met with fuch

bad weather in pafling the fl:reights of Gibraltar, that, notwith-

ftanding all the pains he could take, his fquadron did not arrive

at La Hogue till after the battle; and, though there were at that

time fixty-fix French men of war at fea, yet, from the detach-

ments made for particular fervices, count Tourville had but for-

ty-four a£lually under his command, when he took this refolu-

tion to fight p. On the other fide it was prefumed, that the Eng-

lifli and Dutch fleets could not have joined fo early, and that, if

they had, ftill it would be impoflible for them to unite with

their two great fquadrons then at fea, before the junction of the

French fleets. In this, too, the king's forefight failed him ; but

then it was owing to that bold ftroke of admiral RufTel before-

mentioned, by which he joined the Dutch fquadron ten days

fooner than he could have done, if he had taken his pilot's ad-

vice ^.

There is yet another circumftance mentioned by French au-

thors, as fuppofed by fome to have been a reafon for the king's

orders, and it is this, that the greateft part of the Englifli fleet

were expelled to defert, from which it is pretended they were

deterred by finding count Tourville fo weak^ As thefe very

authors treat this ftory as a calumny, there feems to be the lefs

reafon for my refuting it : yet, fince it may be done in very few

words, I cannot but obferve, that this is abfolutely contradicted

by another circumfiiance, in which both our writers and theirs

agree, viz. that, upon the jundlion of our fleet, the French king

fent two orders by different routes to count Tourville, to forbid

his fighting for that reafon : but the mafter of a fmall vefTel,

P P. Daniel, M. de Quircjr, and indeed all the foreign writers in general, agree

in this.

q Burchet's naval hiflory, p. 467. I have likewife had the fame confirmed to

me by officers who feived on board the fleet,

< Hift. milit^ire, iihi fupra,

which
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which carried one, was taken off Cape Barfleur by captnin Wy-
\ilie, before he could join the French fleet; and the other, which

came over knd, was too late by feveral days *. This, however,

plainly proves, that king Lewis did not depend upon the defer-

tion of the Englifh fleet, but upon their not joining the Dutch.

After a particular account of the firft day's engagement, the

marquis de Quincy proceeds thus: " As to the advantage gain-

ed in this tight, it muffc be allowed us, that count Tourville

did not lofe fo much as a (hip, nor had he any that were dif-

abledj while, on the other hand, the enemy loft two, one

funk, and the other difabled. The reft of their {hips were as

ill treated as his, befides their fpending abundance of fire-

ftiips without any efi'ecl. Thus, in fpite of the prodigious

inequality of the fleets, the fuccefs was at leafl: equal in the

firft day's engagement : it is true, it happened otherwife in the

fucceeding days, in which, however, there fell out nothing

that ought to tarnifh the reputation of France at fea, fince,

while there remained any room for courage to exert itfelf,

they not only a£led gallantly in their own defence, but made

themfelves refpedlcd by their enemies. "What afterwards fol-

lowed was the eiFed: of unforefeen accidents, and inevitable

misfortunes^."

Yet, after this fine flourllL, the marquis fairly confeftes, the

Trench flags ran for ir, and that their other fliips did the befi:

they could to follow them ; but partly through the want of fafe

ports on their own coafts, and partly through the vigorous pur-

suit of the Englifli, they were burnt and deftroyed in the manner

before-related". Neither doth this writer, or any other of the

French hiftorians, pretend to diminilh their own lofs, or to fay

that our admirals did not do their duty. On the contrary, they

afcribe the fafe retreat of part cf their fliips into the road of Sr.

Maloes, to their lucky paiTage through that dangerous ftreight,

which I have before mentioned *'.

s Biirchet's memr.irs. p. 458. and the French author laft cited. t Hift.

jnilitaire, tome ii. p. 5S7. But all this Tr\\i(\ be cwned extremely m deft to Fi-

ther Daniel's account. i' lUCi, militaire, P. Daniel. iS'c.
**' Kcnnet's

hiftory of Enjiland, vol. iii. p. <I4'>. OlJmixjn's biftory of the Smarts, v.jI. it.

p, 7 J. Life of king William, p. 331,

When
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When admiral RufTel was fatisfieJ, that the grand fleet couU

not do any farther fervice agalnft the French, the feafon of the

year and their circumftances conlidered, he refolved to return to

St. Helen's, as well to refit the velTcls that were damaged in the

late fight, as to obtain a fupply of provifions and ammunition.

This defign he executed very happily, fince he had fcarce lefc

the French coaft, before the weather became fo tempeftuou?,

that his heavy fliips mufi: have fuffered exceedingly, and fuch as

had loft their mafts would probably have perifhed» Yet this-

meafure, fo prudent in itfelf, and fo fortunate in its event, has

been cenfured, as if the admii-al had fliewn too great eagernels

to be at home, and too little care to profecute his vittory ^.

However, before he took this ftcp, he left Sir John Afliby-

with twelve Englifh fliips, and three fire-fliips, in conjundion

with a Dutch fquadron of like force, commanded by vice-admi-

ral Caliemberg, with orders to fail to Havre de Grace, and to

endeavour the deftruftion of fo many of the French fleet as had

taken flielter there \ which fervice, indeed, they did not perform,

the enemy's lituation, and the ftormy weather, rendering it alto-

gether impracticable y. So that to blame the admiral for not ex-

pofing the fleet, when it was impofi'ible for him to have done

any thing, is to fKew a difpofition of finding fault at the expence

of the nation's fafety, fince fucceeding commanders are not like

to ufe their judgments freely, when they find their predeceflors.

fufFer in reputation for doing what prudence, and regard to the

fafety of the fleet, directed. The true reafon, or rather the

principal reafon, which influenced admiral Rulfel on ihis occa-

fion, was his defire to make the mofl: of his viftory, by imme-

diately taking on board the troops intended for a defcent, and

carrying them over, with all poffible expedition, to the coaft of

France^.

It is not eafy to give any tolerable account of this defcent,

fince neither our public hiftorians, nor the writers of private

memoirs, have been able to leave us any certain fcheine of thjs

defign, farther than that it was to be a defcent on the French

coaft, in order to alarm and diftra*fl that nation. Thus much i.^;

certaii), that both we and the Durcb fcemed to have very grc-as

5^ Burnet's Lift-ry, vol. ii. p. 94. 1 Burchei's naval hiOory, p. 457,

46*. z K.nnn's iiidory of F.nnhnJ, vgl. Hi. l^. ^-r-, f^-r^-

conndence
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confidence in this expedition, which was provided for at a vafi

expence, and in order to which a promotion of officers was

made on purpofe. At firft feveral regiments of horfe were in-

tended to have been fent ; but at laft thefe were reduced to fifty

horfe, and two hundred dragoons^. It is evident enough from

his conducl, that admiral Rufi^el was not in the fecret of this

fcheme, if indeed there was any fuch fecret, but knew in gene-

ral only, that thefe troops were defigned to land in France, and

therefore he thought this the moft proper opportunity for exe-

cuting the project, be it what it would.

This was his great motive for returning to the Englifh coaft

;

and, to be fure, he afted therein with great judgment and pru-

dence. In his palTage, however, he met with very rough wea-

ther, and, on his arrival, with a very great difappointment ; for

inftead of finding the troops ready to embark, and himfelf fur*

nifhed with orders and infiruftions for the execution of the en-t

terprize, he was informed by letters from the fecretary of flate,

that no certain refolution was as yet taken in what fervice to

employ them, but that this was left to be fettled by a general

council of land and fea-officers, when the fleet and the tranfports

Ihould be joined ^. The plain fource of all this confufion was,

that the minifiers of ftate were not difpoled to take upon them-

felves the diredlion of an alTair, which they were apprehenfive

would mifcarry, but were willing to put it upon the land and

fea officers, that they alone might remain accountable for what-

ever happened.

At laft, very late in the month of July, the tranfports, with

the forces on board, joined the fleet; and, on the 28th of the

lame month, a council of war n^as held on board the Breda,

where the fchemes, or raiher hints of the tniniftry were ferioufly

confidered, and, upon the whole, refolved to be impracticable'^.

The

^ Memoires hifloriqvies. Mercnre hidorique et policiqnc, tome siii. p. 104,

aiS, 115- Oldmixon's hiftory of the Stuarts, vol. ii. p. 74. Columna rofirata,

p. 161. b Burcliet's naval hiflory, p. 471. Memuirs of admiral RiifTel.

c We have this in Burchct from the original ; and, as it is abf.;.liUcly necefiuiry

for the perfed tsndcrllanding this part of the hiftory, 1 ftuli lay it before the

reader.

At a council of war, held on board the Breda the aSth of Jnly, prefent, flag,

officers, the right honourable £dwaid Ruflel, admiral; Sii Ralph Delavalj vice-

admiibl
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The admiral, however, fent Sir John Afliby with a flout fqua-

dron to endeavour, if poffible, to intercept the French fleet,

which was every day expelled to fail from St. Maloe's to Breft

;

admiral of the red ; George Rooke, Efq; vice-admiral of the blue; Sir Cloude«

fley Shovel, rear admiral of the red ; David Mitchell, Efq; firft captain to the

admiral.

Dutch. Admiral Allemonde ; vice-admiral Cailemberg; rear admiral Van*

dergoes 5 rear-admiral Evtrtzen ; rear-admiral Muys,

General and field officers. His grace the duke of Leinfter, lieutenant-general

of all the forces; earl of Galway; Sir Henry Btllafife; monfieur de la Meloniere

;

Sir David Collier; ci-lonel Beveride ; monfieur de Gambon ; colonel Selwln ; earl

of Argyle.

The rcfolutions they came to, follow : " The matter of burning the fhips at

•' St. Matoc's being maturely confidered, vice-adihiral Rooke, and vice-admiral

*' Callemberg, (who were lately fent with a fquadron of fhips before that port),

" reprefenting the great difficulty of carrying the (hips in there, by rcafon of

" the multitude of rucks, and the rapidity of the tides, and the pilots refufing

•* to condu<flany frigates or fire-ftiips into the harbour, becaufe the marks might
** be removed, it was the opinion of the flag officers, that it was not prafticaljje

•' to attempt any thing againft the enemy's ftiips at St. Maloe's, with any part

" of the fi>.ct, until the town itfcif could be fo far reduced by the land-forces,

*' as that tbips might not receive any great annoyance from the enemy's guns

*' in the attenpt; and the general and field officers of the army were of opinion,

** that the troops could not do any fervice at that place without the afliftance of

" the fleet.

" It was then confidered, whether it was feafible to make any attempt on the

*' enemy's (hips at Breft ; and although the flag officers were of opinion, that an

" attempt might be made there with fome hopes of Aiccefs, if the fummer had
"" not been fo far fpent, yet, con(idering the winter was approaching, they did

" not think it proper to attack the enemy's (hips in that port, fince the fleet

" might be expofed to very great inconveniencies, (hould they be wind-bound
" near that pUce : and it was the opinion of the general and Held officers of the

»' army, that they (houtd not he able to do any fervice there againft the enemy,
't' unicfs they could be protefted by the fleet. The flag officers, likewife, thought
«< it not fafe for the fleet to attempt any thing againl^ the enemy at Rochfort,
«' the feafon of the year being fo far fpent, and the place itfelf lying fo deep in
'» the hay.

" It was in the next place conlldered, whether the flset might ly witii fafet/

" on the coaft of Normandy to proteifl the army in an attempt either at Havre iIa

" Grace, La Hogue, or any piacs thereabouts; and the flag officers judged, that

•' it miglft ly with fafety on that coafl, until towards the end of the next mooth,
•' in cafe their majefties fervice (hould require it."

The fiigs came alfo to the following feparate refolution :

" That, fince the tranfport (hips with the land forces were come to the fleet,

" in order to try what might be done againft the enemy either at St. Maloe's,
'- Breft, or Rochfort, it was their opinion that fomcthing might have been at-

•' tempted with probability of fuccefs, were not the feafon of the year fo fax*

" fpent as not to admit of the Rea'i going with fifety thither,"

"^'OL. II. 3 A ^nd.
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and, as foon as this was done, the admiral, with the reft of the-

fleet and the tranfports, failed for La Hogue.

Secretary Burchet feems to fay, that in his paflage he received

orders from the queen to return, and that, in obedience to thefc

orders, he came back ia a fev/ days to St. Helen's '*. Yet there

is fomething very improbable in this,, if we confider, that as foon

as an exprefs, difpatched by the duke of Leinfter, arrived at

Whitehall with this news, the queen fent down to the fleet the

marquis of Caermarthen then lord-prefident of the council, the

earl of Devonlliire lord-fi:eward, the earl of Dorfet lord-cham-

berlain, the earls of Nottingham and Rochefter, and the lords

Sidney and Cornwallis, to know the reafon of their return, and

to take proper meafures for their putting to fea again immedi-

ately ^,- Thefe lordaon their arrival found all the troops, except

two regiments, on board,, and the fl^et wind-bound. Every body

then expefired that the troops would reimbark, and at laft they

did fo
J

but, iiiflead of proceeding to France, they failed under

the efcort of a fqnadron of men of war, part to Oftend, and part

to Newport. There were two hundred and forty tranfport-fhips,

fix or fevcn thoufand men, a prodigious quantity of ammunitioi*

of all forts, and whatever feemed requilite for execQting a great

defign, though fo littlii came of it f.

One cannot wonder, that, on fo flagrant a mifsarriage as thi?y

the mouths of all th-e world were opened. The Englifii, who
are not very famous for their patience on fuch oecafions, made

no difficulty of faying, that the nation was plundered and abu-

fed, and that, after imir»nfe fums were drawn out of the peo-

ple's pockets by the moft grievous and burdenfome taxes, they

were idly fquandercd away in chimerical projects. The Dutch

fcrupled not to exclaini againft the treachery of the king's coun-

fellors, and to affirm that every thing, that was tranfa£led at

London, was fo fpcedily betrayed to the French court, that it

was in vain to hope any fuccefs from defigns concerted there.

The French, according to their ufual manner, exulted ftrangcly

on their deliverance, and attributed to the wifdom and power of

if Naval hiftory, p. 476. ^ Life of king William, p. 344. IMernire

liiitorique et politique, tome xiii. p. zz6. Keiiner.

t The political meninirs for the month of September, itfpz, fiy, there were

} C.ooo ; but all cur liiAorians mention the numbers I have InfcrteH,

LevM\'
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Lewis XIV. what was the pure effe£l of crofs accidents and

party refentments^.

1 mud not, hovever, forget, that fome refined politicians

pretended, that this fcheme had its efFe£t ; that king William

intended no more than alarming the French court, and obliging

them to keep great bodies of men conftaTitly on their coafts, and

to be at a vaft expence to watch the motion of this fmall body of

troops, which gave his mnjeOy the greater liberty of acling in

Flanders. Yet this appears ftrangely improbable, if we confider

the return of the fleet to St. Helen's, fince, if this had been the

defign, it would certainly have proceeded diretlly to Oftend^

Others would perfuade us, that the intention of the court was

to have landed the forces at port St. Sebail;ian's; but, when the

orders were opened at fea, all the admirals were of opinion, that

it was utterly impradUcable. Tlie refolutions of the council of

war fliew, that this conjeflure was groundlefs. The bottom of

the bufinefs was a defign upon Brell, which might have been

executed, if the tranfports had been ready, as the admiral advi-

fed, in May''. It is <:ertain, therefore, where-ever the fault lay,

it was not in him.

After the fending tliefe troops into Flanders, the great fliips

were ordered about to Chatham, and the fleet divided into fqua-

drons, as was judged mofl convenient for the fervice: and thus

ended the public tranfadlions of this yeari. It may not, how-
ever, be amifs, before we fpeak: of the parUamentary inquiry into

the miftakes in the management of the navy, to mention one or

two extraordinary exploits at fea, though of a private nature,

and the rather, becaufe otherwife things of this kind, though In

refpect to the perfons who perform them very worthy of remem-
brance, mi. ft naturally fink into oblivion.

On the 24th of February, a French privateer took a fmall

fliip called the Friend's Adventure, belonging to the port of

Exeter; and on the 29th captain Fitzgerald, who commanded
the privateer, took out of her the maRer and five of his men,
leaving none on board but the mate, Robert Lyde of Topdiam,

B See Burnet's hidory of his own times, anil the firrt vuliime of the ftate iTzCli

in the reign of king William.
h The reader will find this clearly explained hereafter.

' Burchet's memoirs, p. 167, 16S. and naval hiftory, p. 475.

3 A 2 a msn
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a man of twenty-three years of age, and John Wright a boy of

fixteen, with fcven Frenchmen, who had orders to navigate the

fhip to St. Maloe's. But, when they were off Cape La Hogue,

a ftrong fouth-eaft wind drove them from the French coaft j

upon which the man and boy, on the 6th of March, took

their opportunity, when two of the Frenchmen were at the

pump, one at the helm, one on the forcaftle, and three fleep-

jng in their cabbins, to attack them ^. The mate with an iron

crow killed one of the men at the pump, and knocked down the

other at one blow ; the boy at the fame inftant knocked down

the man on the forecaftle, and then they fecured and bound the

man at the helm. One of the Frenchmen, running up from be-

tween decks to the affiftance of his companions, was wounded

by the mate ; but the two others, coming to his relief, feized,

and had like to have fecured him, if the boy had not come up

brifkly to his afliflance, and, after a lliarp ftruggle, killed one,

and gave the other quarter. Having thus made them.felves ma-

ilers of the fhip, they put the two, who were difabled by their

"wounds, into bed, ordered a third to look after them, and fe-

cured them between decks ; one they kept bound in the fteerage,

and made ufe of the remaining man to navigate the veflel, which

on the Qth of March they brought fafely into Toplham, with

five prifoners on board '.

About the fame time one captain Richard Griffith, and his

boy John Codanon, recovered their floop, called the Tryal, froni

five Frenchmen, put on board them by a captain of a man of

war ; and having wounded three, and forced all five down into

the hold, brought the velTel, with their prifoners, fafe into Fal-

mouth"'. Thcfe, though ftrong teftimonies of prodigious firm-

pcfs of mind, and daring refolution, yet at the fame time fliew,

how much our trade was expofed to the French privateers j and

indeed it muft be confelTed, that it fufFered far lefs in the prece-

^ A true and exaft acccunt of the retaking a {hip, called the friend's Adven^

ture, of Ti'pfham, from the French, after (he had been tai^en llx days ; and they

were upon the coaAs of France with it four days, whfre one Engl'fhman and a

boy fet upon feven Frenchmen, killed two of them, took the other five prifoners,

and brought the fliip and them fafe to England ; their majeflies cuftoms of the

iaid fhip amounting to a tboufand pounds and upwards. Performed and written

by Robert Lyde, mate of the fame fhip. London, 1693, 4to, p. 1.

1 See the London Gazette, N°. 2749. *" See ths London Guzettc,

din"
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ding year, when the French were mafters at fea, than In this,

when their grand fleet was blocked up in their ports'*.

This circumftance of our lofing fo many fliips, after fo great

a vi£lory at fea, excited much clamour, efpecially among the

merchants, though the reafons affigned for it by the board of

admiralty, were very plaufible at leaft, if not fatisfadlory. They

faid, that the lofs the French fuftained fo early in the year was the

occafion of their feamen being difmiffed the king's fervice, and

fuiFered to go on board privateers, which rendered them more

numerous, and of greater force than ever, while, on the other

hand, our keeping fo great a fleet fo long at fea rendered it im-

poffible for the admiralty to furnifli the merchants with proper

convoys, at the fame time that fo large a number of men, as

were employed on board the navy, forced our commanders of

merchant-fhips to proceed in their refpe£tive voyages worfe man-

ned than ufual°.

The king opened the feffions of parliament on the 4th of No-

vember, in which he took notice both of their great fuccefs, and

great difappointments at fea, which gave occafion to the fubfe-

quent inquiries. On the 1 ith the houfe of commons thanked

admiral PwufTel, in very ftrong terms, for his courage and condudl

in the affair of La Hague •, but this did not prevent a warm de-

bate on account of the opportunities that were faid to be loft

after that fignal vidoryP. The admiral furnifhed the houfe with

all the letters, papers, and inflrudtions that were necefTary for

their information, and entered into a large account of the whole

affair. Then Sir John Aftiby was examined as to his not exe-

cuting the ciders that were given him to deftroy the French

fhips which got into St. Maloe's. Sir John cleared himfelf fo

handfomely, and fet the whole matter in fo fair a light, that the

fpeaker, by order of the houfe, took notice of his ingenious be-

" This we find very Hrongly infifted upon by blfhop Burnet in the hiflory of

his own times, vol. ii. p. 94.

° See Chandler's debates in the year 1631. My account is taken from a MS.

intitled, Riflc(f^ions on the prefent complaints of ill management at fea.

P Kennet's hirtory of England, V)l. iii, p, 647. Burnet's hiftory of his own

times, vol. ii. p. 103. Oldmixon's hiftory of the Stuarts, vol. ii. p. 78.

haviour
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haviour at the bar, which gave fuch fadsfaftion, that he was

dirinilTed from farther attendance^.

Then the bufinefs of the defcent was brought on the carpet,

which was alfo thoroughly explained by the admiral, who (hewed,

that there were no lels than twenty days intervened between his

letter to the earl of Nottingham and his lordfliip's anfwer. The
houfe of lords entered alfo into an eKaraination of this matter,

where the earl of Nottingham not only jufliEed himfelf, but re-

fledled very fevcreiy upon admiral PiuiTel j and the houfe went

io far into his refentments, that, at a conference, they commu-
nicated to the commons fome papers which the king, at that

lord's requeft, had directed to be laid before them. But this was

fo far from producing the deilred efFeiSl:, tha,t, immediately on

the reading them, the commons refolved, that admiral Rufi'el in

his command of the fleet, during the laft fummer's expedition,

had behaved himfelf with fidelity, courage, and conduct ^

In thefe debates, it appeared ckarly to the houfe, that one great

check on the public fervice was the want of timely and fufficient

fupplies; to remedy which in the fucceeding year, they, on the

•2d of December, refolved, that the fum of 1,926,5161. be grant-

ed to their majefties for the charge of the navy, including the

t;harge of the ordnance, and the finifliing their majeftics naval

yard at Hamofe near Tlymouth, and the building four bomb-

veflels and eight new fliips of the fourth rate'. They likewife

took notice of admiral RulTel's inveighing againft the want of

knowledge in fea affairs in fuch as pretended to direct them ;

and therefore a motion was made, that they fhould come to a

refolution of addreffing his majefty to conftitute a board of ad-

miralty, compofed of fuch perlbns as were of known experience

1 See the votes of the houfe of commnn% Charullfr'i debates ^c. So miirh

€ari;r it is to fatisfy one of the houfes of parliament, than to efcapc a critical

hiftor-an.

' See the votes. Keiinet's hiftory of En;;Iard, vol. iii. p. 648. B.irnet's hifto-

ry of his own times, vol. ii. p. 103. The biihop fays, that, notwithllandino lord

Noltiny;Ham aggravated the adrriiral's errors and negli(ffs, the houfe julHfied him,

iind gave him thanks over and over a^iin; and, with refpe^ to the papers, that

the commons did not deign to read them, but renewed their firlt votes that jufti-

fied Riiflcl's fidelity, corirage, and condu(ft.

s This fhcws a true Giitilh fpirit ; they join amendment wiih the difcovsry of

the inifchief.
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in maritime affliirs j but here the weight of the board, as it then

flood, fully appeared, by its paffing in the negative'.

Yet, to fhew their diftafte of the earl of Nottingham's inter-

fering fb much in maritime affairs, they addreffed the king, that

for the future all orders for the management of the fleet fliould

pafs through the hands of the commidjoners of the admiralty".

But the admiral's victory here coft him too high a price; for the

king, conceiving that he had Ihevvn a much greater concern for

his own intereli: and reputation than for his fervice, refolved,

notvvithftanding the great things he had done, to lay him adde

for the prefent, and employ fuch as might make his affairs go

eafy; which defign was executed foon after, though^ as might

have been readily forefeen, it failed of fucccfs *.

The warmth the parliament had expreiTed in providing for the

fea-fervice, joined to the clamour that had been raifed on the

tiefcat of the late expedition, obliged the king to take very early

care of whatever related to the affairs of the navy, that nothing

might hinder the fending a flgut fleet to fea in the beginning of

the fpring. In the month of January, therefore, his majefty was

pleafed to make a great change in the command of the fleet, in

which he was fuppofed to follow chiefly the advice of the earl of

Nottingham. Inflead of appointing an admiral and commander

in chief, he granted a commiffion to Henry Killegrew, Efq; Sir

P^alph Delaval, and Sir Cloudefley Shovel, to execute that of-

fice ''. Bilhop Burnet fays, that the two firft v/ere thought to

be io much in king James's intcrefl, that it was believed the king

was putting the fleet into the hands of fuch as would betray

t It was rightly forefeen, that a lord high-admiral might be much morecafily

called to account than lords- commiflitiiers, Ltcaule, wbentvtr the Ltter is djnf,

the comniifHjners (if they have feats in pailiamsnt) m\\(t 2i\ ag:,in('l themfcivcs.

In this cafe the grand argument againfl the addrefs wa«, th-it it rcfledVed on his

jn^jslly's judgment, and (o regard to compliment got the better of cmccrn for

the public.

" This addrefs had a right inteaiini; for, as thing; were mana;;ed before, tic

admiral was frequently mare puzzled to underftand his orders, than to execiitt;

them : and, whenever difpures aiofe abtut them, the admiral was Cure to fuiKr ;

f'>r the fccreiary ioirenched himitif' Ijehind his dirtclions ; fo that there w.ii no

coming at him but through the cmmcil.
" Biih p Burnet repreients the king'^ conduct in this re'Vefi in its tr:u I ghf^

vol. ii. p. 103.

^ Loiidoo GJteire, N'^. ',9;;'?. Merciire hidoiique ct ooliti(-(.>i?, tonfr, xiv. p, 2 ji»
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him ; for, though no exception lay againft Shovel, yet he wrfs

but one to two y. Whether the biftiop's conjecture was well

grounded or not, I cannot pretend to determine ; but the event

very fully proved, that fuch a joint commiflion was a very bad

expedient. Soon after his majefty made George Rooke, Efqj

vice-admiral of the red, and Matthew Aylmer, Efq; rear-ad-

miral of that fquadron. John lord Berkley, vice-admiral, and

David Mitchell, Efq; rear-admiral of the blue ; and thefe pro-

motions were declared on the 8th of February following ^.

'J^o give flill a higher proof of the king's concern for, and at-

tention to this necelTary part of the public fervice, his majefty

loon after went down to Portfmouth, as well to take a view of

the ftate of the place and its fortifications, as to examine in perfon

into the condition of that part of the fleet which was then there.

On this occafion his majefty went on board the fliip where vice-

admiral Rooke had hoifted his flag, and conferred the honour

of knighthood upon that admiral ; after which he returned to

London very well fatisfied as to the condition of the fleet at

Spithead ^ On the i 2th of A pril the right honourable Anthony>

lord-vifcount Falkland, Sir John Lowther of Whitehaven, ba-

ronet, Henry Prieftman, Efq; Robert Auften, Efq; Sir Robert

Rich, baronet, Henry Killegrew, Efq; and Sir Ralph Delavalj

knight, were appointed commiffioners of the admiralty*'.

The war in Flanders requiring his majefty's prefence early iri

the fpring, the admirals were inftru£led to make all polTible dif-

patch in getting out the fleet to fea, to endeavour, if pofFible, to

block up the enemy in their ports, efpecially in Breft, which was

thought very practicable, and to take ail pofTible care of the

merchants. In order to comply with the firfl part of their

charge, they began to take half the feamen out of privateers ;

but this, notwiihftanding the prefling occafions of the public,

and the great fcarcity of men, was thought i'o heavy a grievance,

and was beftdes fo viHble a favour to the enemy, that it was

dropped. Then five regiments of foot were put on board, with

a view to the debarkment at Breft, which was a fcheme of fome

y See his hiftory of his own times, vol. ii, p. 104. 2 London GazeftCi

N°. 1843. Merciire hiftorique ct politique, tome xtv. p. 131. » See the

memoirs of Sir Gcoroe Roukc i;i the fourth vylume. ^ London Gazette,

N". aS5i.

of
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of the land-admira!?, and was always thought, (what it after-

w<Trds appeared to be), by the ableft of our feamen, a very dan-

gerous, and at the fame time a very impradlicable project. Pro-

vifions running fcarce, a mefs was increafed from four to fix

men ; and yet, in fpite of all thefe contrivances, they were not

able to form a line of battle at St. Helen's till the 7th of May,

1693, which loft them the opportunity of blocking up" either of

the French fquadrons*^.

As to the merchants, their coinplatnts grew dill louder than

ever : fuch as were concerned in the Levant or Mediterranean

trade, had their fliips lying waiting for a convoy many months,

nay, fome above a year and a half-, and the excufes they recei-

ved from the admiralty were of fuch a nature, as put it out of

their power to judge when they might expedl a convoy ; for this,

they were told, depended on the intelligence of the board, and

the merchants were but too fenlible they had no intelligence at

all''. This, indeed, appears to have been the conftant defeat,

and to have been pregnant with numberlefs misfortunes. It may
deferve confideratibn, whether this is not incident to the very

nature of fuch a commiffion. Perfons might be found, who
would rifk correfponding with one great man ; but to give in-

formations to, or which may be laid before a whole board, and

which may afterwards be called for by a houfc of commons, is

fcarce to be hoped for or expe6ted. The fingle remedy for this

is to leave the procuring intelligence chiefly to the firfl: lord, and

impowering him to reward and to promife fecrecy.

When the Englifli and Dutch fleets joined, they made a for-

midable appearance, and every body expe£led fomething very

c Burcliet's memoirs, p. x66, 157.

d Burnet's Inftory of his own times, vol. ii, p. 114, 115. See the prefent ftate

of Europe for the months of May and June, i(5p3, p, ipj, 217. The complaints

made by the merchants did not only run high, bnt were extremely well fupport-

ed. They fhewed, beyond the power of icfutitioii, the folly of fuffiring ambi'
rion, intereft, or intrigue, to prefer unqualified men to that board, which ilirti^ed

the naval power of England : and yet the mifchief was not, in truth could not,

be amended, becaufe (he more experienced people, who had been long in the
fervice, were thou^^ht difafTedid

j and fo it was feared the remedy might have
proved worfe than the difeaie.

Vol. II. 3 B confiderabis



373 NAVAL HISTORY
confiderable would be performed^. It appeared, however, Uut

too foon, that things were in their old condition ; that, in fliort,

the admirals had not proper orders to warrant their doing any

thing of momenty and were too much divided in their opinions,

to undertake any thing of themfelves. In (hort, the only thing

they could refolve on was, that Sir George Rooke (hould com-

mand the fquadron appointed to convoy the Mediterranean

fleet, and that, in cafe they had no exa£l intelligence of the

French fquadrons, the fleet fhould accompany Sir George into

a certain latitude f.

If this defign had been executed as foon as it was formed and

talked of, it had been honourable for the nation, and happy for

the mei'chants •, but the admirals were fo timorous and diffident

of their own power, that it was the beginning of June before

they failed ; and even then they had no intelligence of the ene-

my's motions, but took their m.eafuresatrandom: a circumftance

not raflily to be afierted, and yet too important to be concealed,,

when fupported by undeniable evidences s.

The French, on the other hand, a^t^ed with greater prudence,

in the difpofltion of their naval ftrengrh this year, than they had

done during the continuance of the war. In order to repair the

<= The line of battle pubL(hed here and in Holland Hood thus :

ENGLISH. r. II, III. IV. V. Vr. Firefhips.-

Vice of the blue, o 3 5

Admiral of the blue, a- i. 5.

Rear of the blue, o % 6

Rear of the red, 1x5
Commander in chi^'f, 3 " 5
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jmlghty loft he had fuftained at La Hogue^ the French kin**

bought feveral large fiiips, and turned them into men of war

;

caufed fuch as wanted repair, to be put, during the winter, into

8 condition to go to fea ; and, that they might not be detained

for want of men, he fufpended in a manner the whole trade of

France for a year, by forbidding any fhips to go to fea till his

fquadrons were manned: laftly, toraife the 'fprrits of the fen-

men, as well as to encourage fuch officers as had done their duty

in the laft unlucky engagement, he made a grand naval promo-

tion, which had precifely the efFe£t he expe£led from it, and

excited fuch a fpirit of diligence and emulation, as is eaGer to be

conceived than defcribed''. The reader will be convinced of the

truth of this, when he is informed, that the French fleet failed

from the ocean for the Mediterranean in the middle of the

month of May, in three fquadrons, confifting altogether of fe-

vcnty-one fliips of war, befides tenders, bomt)-veiTels, and flre-

fnips ; fo that they were adlually on the coaft of Portugal, be-

fore our Smyrna fleet failed '. Almofl: all our writers agree, that

the French fleet had very exa6t intelligence from hence, and

laid their fcheme for furprifing this rich fleet very early in the

winter. I cannot find any thing of this fort in the French writers

I have met v;ith; and yet they are ready enough to magnify the

policy of their court upon other occafions : I v.'ould not, how-

ever, be underftood to difcredit what our authors fay on this

fubjecl, fince it is very probable they are in the right, and the

French hiflorians might either want proper information, or

think it more glorious for the French arms t-o let this treacher-

ous correfpondence pafs in filence''.

The Engliih fleet left Sir George Rooke with the Streight's

fquadron on the 6th of June in the evening, about fifty leagues

W. S. W. off Ulhant, and returned to take up the cruiaers, ha-

ving all this time had no in-telligence of the enemy. The lords

of the admiralty at home, however, had an account dired^Iy

from Portugal of M. Tourvillc's comi-ng in-to Lagos-bay, be-

•> Hift. militaire dc Louis XIV. tome ii. p. ^93, 70J, Memoirs de Fourbin.

T. Danitl. JLimiers, tome ii. p. 577. Le Clerc hifl. des provinces unies, tome

iii. p. 4x6. i Butchet's meminrs, p. 1&3. Hift. militaire, tome ii, p, 707.

^ Thefe points ere fiiU.y cltared in the proceedings againft Mr. Abraham Anfelm,

Iicietory to the admir.ls Killegrew, Dehval, and Shove!, ire. (i-to, 1694.

3 B 2 Pi'^^'P-
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tween Cape St. Vincent and Faro, with no lefs than, one hun-

dred and fourteen fail, great and fmall. This exceedingly

alarmed the government, and advice was inftantly difpatched

to the fleet, which coiififted now of fixty-nine fliips of the line

of battle '.

On the 23d of June a council of war was held at Torbay, in

which it was refolved to bear away for Lifbon direclly, in cafe

they could be properly victualled ; but to prevent all danger,

orders were immediately difpatched to Sir George Rooke, of

which we Ihall have occafion to fpeai: hereafter. If this refolu-

tion had been purfued, and the fleet had aflually failed for Lif-

bon, fomething might have been done worthy of the Englifh

nation. But upon the ift of July another council of war was

held, in which, though the queen's orders were produced for

their executing what themfelves had before propofed, yet the

flags came to a new refolution, which was to fubmit it to her

majefiy, whether, if the French fquadrons were joined, and

fliould fail north-about, the coafts of England might not be ex-

pofed to fome infult during their abfence™.

' This was doing what they had always charged the council

with doing, viz. altering their fcheme when it ought to be put

in execution. They knew well enough, that a hint of the coaft

being in danger would be fufficient to prevent their quitting it;

and this was certainly vrhat they now intended, and might ea-

iily have been difcerned to be, what its confequences fliewed it,

a weak and ruinous meafure, which expofed Sir George Rooke,

snd the rich fleet under his care, to be attacked by the whole

force of France, while we had a fuperior fleet riding, to no pur-

pofe in the world, in our channel. But it is now time to leave

it, aiid fpeak of the condu6l and fortune of that vice-admiral ori

this critical occafion. All thefe difafters proceeded from the fac-

tions tlien fubfifting, when every officer acted according to the

l.umour of his patron in the miniftry ; and, as there was a ftrange

(•Uagreement in the public councils, this produced a like want

ol harmony amongft thofe who commanded the fleet.

'•Eurchet's naval hirtory, p. 485. B.unet's hiftory of his own times, vol. ii.

T. I'-s, iitf. London Gazette, N*'. 1883. Mercure hiftorique et politique, tome

^.v p. e^, 04, 95. n> Burchet'i memoir?; p. 185.

It
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It has been before obferved, that the grand fleet quitted Sir

George Rooke on the 6th of June, 1693, without having at

that time any certain intelligence eithier of the force of the

French fqnadrons, or where they were failed ; which put that

admiral under very great difficulties, and therefore we cannot

wonder, that he expreiTed fome concern at the great rific the

numerous fleet of merchantmen, under his convoy, was like to

run". It is true, his fquadron was very flrong, confifting of no

lefs than twenty-three men of war, and he had under him two

flag-officers of great courage and experience, viz. the Dutch

vice-admiral Vandergoes and rear-admiral Hopfon. But then

the merchantmen under his care were near four hundred, and

thefe not only Englifli and Dutch, but Danes, Swedes, Ham-

burghers, Flemings, izfc. fo that our reputation as a maritime

power was in a manner flaked for their fafety °.

When he left the fleet, he had a very fair and ftrong gale of

vind, which carried him at fuch a rate as prevented any of th«-

advice-boats, fent with thofe frefla inftru(Stions we mentioned,

from coming up with him ; and he was fo unlucky too as not to

meet with any fliips at fea that could give him notice of marlhal

Tourviile's fleet being in that part ofthe world. In this fituation

of things he purfued, as was his duty, his original inftrujSlions ;

and having left by the way the veflels bound for Bilboa, Lifljon,

St. Ubes, and other places, he continued his courfe for the

Streiebts p.

1 Burchet's memoirs, p. iSs- See this matter fnr'her explained in our me-
iroirs of S,r Geoige Rooke. ° Kemiet, Burchet, Burnef, and the flate

of Europe f»r July 1693.

P The new orders lent him were to this purpofe, that, in cafe he was obliged

to go into the river of Lifban, and received certain intelligence during his ftay

tliere, that the Toulon fqnadron had joined the re/1 of the French fleet, and
*ere together gone northward from the coaft of Portugal, he (hould leave a

proper number of (hips, hosh Englifh anJ Dutch, to proceed up the Streighis

with.ihe Turky fleet, and himfeif return with the reH, and join the boJy of our
fleet in tbofe feas ; ar.d, not meeting them in his paffage, to m^ke the port of
Plymouth, and there expert farther orders. But thefe ir.flrniflions couia hcof n»
ufe to him, fince they were not fent till the 23d, and he fell in with the Frencii

three days afterwards. Secr«taiy Bujchct indeed Ay?, they were Cent the 3d
of June; but his own account (liews that to be impofi'iiie, fince h^ owns, that

Sir George did not quit the gricd fleet till th; 6th.

Qa
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On the 15th of June he ordered the L:irk, a fixth rate man

of war, and a prime failer, to ftretch a- head of his fcouts in

Lagos-bay, to get what intelligence they could of the enemy ;

bur, through fome overfight in the captain, this was not properly

executed. The next day the fcouts difcovered two of the enemy's

ihips, and engaged them in the afternoon, till, perceiving eight or

ten fail under the cape, they thought fit to quit the Frenchmen,

to inform the admiral of what they had feen. Upon this a coun-

cil of war was called, in which the admiral's opinion, for lying

by till the enemy's ftrength could be known, was over-ruled '^.

On the 1 7th, about break of day, ten fail of French men of

war were difcovered, with fome fmall fhips, which were chaced

by part of the Englifii fquadron, and a fire-lhip taken, the crew

Gf which pofitively afierted, that the whole Iquadron, though

there were three flags amongft them, confifted of no more than

fifteen {hips of the line. About noon the fiilfity of this affertiou

was difcovered, and Sir George Rooke eaiily counted eighty fail

of men of war. Sixteen of thefe (amongft which v/ere three

flags) plied up to the Englifli fquadron^ while the vic€-admirai

of the white ftocd off to fea, that he might fall in among the

merchant-lhips ".

The Dutch vice-admiral about three o'clock fent a mefTage to

Sir George, that being now fenfible of the ftrength of the

French fleet, v/hich he doubted before, as well as of their de-

sign, he thought it abfolutely neceflary to avoid fighting, as it

could only tend to their abfolute ruin, At this time they were

within four miles of the enemy, and it v/as the fct!timent of Sir

George himfelf, that they were too far advanced to think of

retreating; and therefore, before he received this mefi'age, he

was refolved to pufh for it ; but confidering afterwards, that, If

the Dutch admiral had formed a right judgment, aiid both the

fquadron and the fleet under their convoy fliould fuS'er greatly

'J Ih'n fcetns to havr ^fen the principal caufe of cU rhe irifthief that af er-

wards foilowed. Indeed fhe admiral was fo fenllbie of ihf ddngeroiisconftquences

<f»at niiglu atifiid rhe not la-kipg this ftep, as to call in five or fix captains who
wire xiii bo=ird his ihip by chance, in firdcr lo have thtir opinions ; and they

*gTfeinp »itl) fhe council of war, he wss forced to fobmit after all, direfliy con-

t'T^rv to his judgnicnf. See the London Gazette htreafter ci;ed.

" R.i ihtt'» mcnidiis, p. i8^. Sec slfb capraiii Littleion's l;t'«r in the ftate

of i^iiri'pe for the moiiih uf Aigu.^^ '^93'

by
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by tlriff meafure, the blame would fall intirely on himfelf, he

brought to, and ftood off with an eafy fail, that the Dutch and

the heavy ihlps might work up to the windward. He, at the

fame time, fent orders to the fmall flaips that were near the

land, and therefore not likely to keep up with the fleet, to ult

their utmoft endeavours in the night to put into the neighbour-

ing ports of Faro, St. Lucar, or Cadiz. This was all that was

in the power of the admiral to do, and it is certain, that thefes

orders were extremely well calculated for leffening, as much as

poffible, the misfortune*, and it Ihewed great prefence of mind

in Sir George Rooke, to provide fo wii'ely for the mod diftant

part of the fleet, when himfelf and th-ofe about him were in

luch imminent danger*.

The admiral and vice-admiral of the blue, with about ten fail

of the enemy's fleet, fetched up the Englifh fquadron very faft,

fo that about fix in the evening they came up with two Dutch

men of war, and forne merchant-fhips of tliat nation. The
men of war were commanded by the captains Schrijver and

Vander-Poel, vt^ho finding themfeives under the wind, and there-

fore in no probability of efcaping, tacked in for the fliore, and

thereby drew the enemy after them, which faved the reft of the

fleet. The Dutch captains made a moft gallant and defperate

defence, but were at laft overpowered by numbers, and ta-

ken ^

s Burchct's memoir?, p. 190. (M(2mixon's hiftory of the Smarts, vol. ii,

p 86. Account in the London Gazette. Le Clerc hiftoire des provinces unie",

tome iii. p. 445.

t Itisv^ry ftrjnge, that even our befl hiftorians fnould be fo inaccurate s-s

to their dates. According to Burchet, this engagement happened on the eigh-

teenth of June; according to bifhop Kcnner, it muft have been the fixteenth.

One would have thought the former mofl like to be in the right, on ace nnt of

the opportunities giveti him by his office; and the rather in this particular, be-

Caufe I am fjti^fied he copied Sir George Rooice's narrative : and yet he is abfo-

Kit.'ly wrong, as apptars not only from other accounts, but from his own. The
marquis de Quincy places this aOion on the twenty-feventh, N. .S. that is the

feventeentb, and it muft have happened on that day, even acording to Brn_

chet's account ; for he tells us, that the day after the engagement was Sunday
;

now it appears that the eigh'eenth of June, ic?93, fell on a Sunday; confequent-

ly the action mufl have happened on the feventeenth, and fo, indeed. Sir

George Roolce's original account, and ail the papers of tho'e times, have if, a;

hath aii'o the London Gazette, N''. i888. in which the reader will find the reia^

»ion- pub'ifhed by authority. Ste likcwilc the London Gazette, N'^. iSpj.

' The
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The ntlmiral Hood off all nighr, having a frefli gale at N. Ni

W. and the next morning found fifty-four fhips about him,

among which were only two Dutch, and one Hamburgher,

Pive fail of the enemy's Ihips appeared to the leeward, and two

to the windward, which lafl: dogged him all day. On the nine-

teenth Sir George Rooke fent for the officers of the men of war,

and merchant-fhips, on board, in order to get the befl: account

he could of the ftate they were in, and to concert the mod
proper meafures for fecuring the remainder. In this council,

moft of the officers prefent were for going either to Lifbon, or

bearing away for Ireland. The admiral, however, confidering

that they had not water enough on board, to enable them to

carry the laft-mentioned fcheme into execution, and having alfo

ibme hopes of meeting with part of his fcaitered fleet at the

Madeiras, he determined to fail thither; which he accordingly

performed ".

If the enemv, in executing this defign of theirs, had fliswed

the fame dexterity as in contriving, it is not eafy to conceive

how any part of the fleet of merchant-men could have been

faved. But whether their admirals made a wrong difpofitionj

or whether their orders were but indifferently obeyed, certain it

is, that they did not flrike near fo heavy a blow as they might

have done. Yet the mifchief they did was very great, and fe-

verely felt both by the Engiifh and Dutch trade. According to

fome accounts, befides four of the largeft Smyrna fhips, which

M. Coetlogon burnt or funk at Gibraltar, and feven which he

took, M. Ue Tourville and the count d'Eftrees took two Dutch

nien of war, burnt a rich pinnace, and an Englifti man of war-

took twenty-nine merchant-men, and deflroyed about fifty

more ^. The value of the cargoes, and the men of war toge-

ther, might amount to one million fterling, or thereabouts;

whereas the French, if they had taken the whole fleet, (as,

confidering their prodigious fuperiorityj they might eafily have

done), muft have been gainers of upwards of four millions. As it

u Burchct's memoirs, p. 196. Burnet's hiftory of bis own times, vol. li.

p. 116. Tindai's continuation of R^pin, London Gaictre, N"'. 189J.

^ Kennet. Burnet j liji more particularly the Prefent o.'ate of Europe, fot

the ye^r ifp?. .

'

was,
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\'if^^3, the lofs fell very heavy upon us, without much enriching

them ''.

.

The French writers treat tiiis nffair as one of the moft glori-

ous atiions ever performed by their arms at fea. M. de Quincy

gives us a very concife account of the engagement, gnd then

runs into a long detail of the prizes that were taken, and of the

rich cargoes with which they were laden. He feems to be mif-

taken in rpany circumftancesi particularly in reporting our fqua-

dron to have confided of twenty-feven men of war, and thefe,

too, he makes much larger Ihips than they were. Father Daniel

informs us, that M. Tourville at firft apprehended the whole

confederate fleet to have been ready to attack him; and, as he

had not yet joined count d'Eftrees, he thought proper to detach

twenty fail of flout fliips to fall upon the Englilh, in cafe they

proved the Smyrna fleet, and difpofed the reft; of his ftiips ia

the beft order poflible tor fupporting them. This, he fays, was

executed fo vigorouily, that flxty merchant-men were buint,

funk, or run a-flioie, and twenty-feven taken y.

The different relations publilhed at that time admit a great

mifmanagement in the French commanders ; fome of them
charge it upon M. Tourville, others on M. Gabaret ^. The
truth feems to be, that M. Tourville's orders for fliretching our

to fea, at the beginning of the aiSlion, were not well obeyed ;

i^nd that the prelhng fo hard on the two Dutch men of war,

and the fliips that remained with them, was a falfe ftep they

could never afterwards recover. In order, however, to hide

" I ground my computation on the account given by the Dutch writers; for

notvvithftandir.g the noife this affair made in England, and its beconriing after-

wards, as the reader will find, tlie fuhjcd of a parliamentary inquiry; yet no
certain or ejcact account was ever publifntd here.

y Thefe accounts are to be found in the Hiftaire Militaire, torn, ii. p. 708.

and in the H;tloire de ia milice Fran^oife, torn, ii. p 491. As to ihe accounr

taken from the memoirs of the count ds Fourbin, upon which fome of our
write) s hy a great ftrefs, I mufl confefs I do not believe if, becaufe I am cor,-

vincfd thofe memoirs are not genuine.

2 I msec with this in the Gazettes and Journals of thofe times, which fay,

that M. Tourville threw iho blame upon Gabaret, as not punctually obeying his

orders; as, on the other hand, Gabaret charged it on the marfhal, as not ad-
:ng vigorouily enough, which r£fle£li'>n is fdid to have put him upon ey.poCma

himfelf in fuch a manner a'. Malaga, as i^ad like to have cuft him his life.

Vol. II. 3 C thefg
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thefe miftakes from the eyes of the people of France, and to^

magnify the advantage gained to the utmoft, a pompous account

n'C'as printed at Toulon, full of very extraordinary circumftan-

ces, and fwelling the lofs of the Englifh and Dutch to the

amount of fictty millions of livres ; that is, to about three times-

as much as it really was*. Themodefty and impartiality of the

Dutch accoTints of thk unfortunate affair, deferve particular

notice. They ftate the lofs very near as high as the befh French

writers ; but at the fame time they confefs it had been much
greater, but for the prudence of Sir George Rooke, on whofe

conduct they bellow fuch praifes, as a complete vi£l:ory would

fcarce have extorted from his countryman. I am,, however, in-

clined to think he deferred them ; becaufe even bifliop Burnet,

who was no great friend to that axlmiral, does not pretend to

find out one wrong ftep in this whole proceeding ^.

But the confeqnences of this engagement were no lefs fatal

than the a£lion itfelf ; for M. Tourville, to make amends for

letting fo great a part of the Englifh fleet efcape, refolved to do

his utmoft to take or deftroy fuch (hips 'aS had retired into the

Spanifli ports. With thrs view, he came on the twentieth of

July before Malaga, and fent a mcfTage to the governor, that

lie had no defign to injure the town, unlel's they attempted to

defend the Englifli and Dutch ftiips j in which cafe he would

bombard it. The governor anfwered, he had the king of

Spain's orders to protect them, and therefore, as his duty re-

quired, he would do it to the utmoft of his power. There

were four Dutch fhips and one Englifh in the mole, which he

' An extraft of tliis account I have {un anJ read j and which, though cal-

f.ilated to do honour to the French nation, doe? in reality much more to the

Dntch; for it is confeflcd, that eighteen French (hips had much ado to mafter

i^-o of the flares men of war.

b Tne fieur du Mont, who then wrote a poliiical journal in HcIIind, gives

this account of the matter :

" This is certa;p, that they mif7cJ the >;re3teft paTt of the convoy, and that

" Sir George Rooke, wpon rliis cccafion, acquired infinitely more honour than

" thofe who commanded the French fleet. While the one, though unable to

" refift fuch as attacked him, in the miJfl of threatening dangers, by his piu-

" dence, dexterity, and courage, faved the bed part of the fleet committed to

*' his charge, at a time that others fuffcred themfelves to be deprived, by tiie

" fuperior fkill of this admiral, of a booty, which, if they could have kept,

" fortune put into their hands."

attacked
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attacked with great fury"^. The men on board the fliips made

s long and gallant defence, efpecially the Union frigate, which

the French twice attempted to burn, and were as often repulfed.

But when it appeared a thing impoffible to preferve the fhips

any longer, againil fo unequal a force, the aiafters thought pro-

per to bore holes and fink them 4.

To Cadiz they lent a Squadron of fourteen men of war, and

two bomb-ketches, and foon after followed with the whole

fleet. But they were able to efFed Uttlej for the Englifli and

Dutch /hips immediately retired out of the road into the port,

where they were fo well protected by the cannon of the place,

that the French were forced to content themfelves with burning

two fhips they had intercepted in the road, and had hindered

from getting in with the reft ^. At Gibraltar, after an obfti-

nate defence, feveral rich fliips were burnt and funk, together

with a Dutch man of war. The marquis de Qn^incy, after re-

lating thefe exploits particularly, tells us, that marflial Tourville

fent twenty-four prizes into Toulon, and computes the whole

lofs at thirty-fix millions of livres, or theixjabouts f. It is now-

time to return to admiral Rooke, and the care taken by him of

the remainder of the fleet of merchantmen under his protec-

tion.

When he formed a refolution of going to the Madeiras, he

fent home the Lark man of war with the news of his misfor-

tune, and then continued his courfe for thofe illands, where he

«^ Burchet's /laval hif^ory, p. 489. London Gazette, N°. 1895. Quincy
liiRoire militskc de Loois XIV. toai. ii. p. 597, 598. Mercure hiiioiiquc &
politique, torn. xv. p. jjz.

d Some have condemned this, as done too haftily ; but, without quefiion, the

next thing to prefervipg a Ihip and cargo, is deflrjying it in time.

^ According to a Spanifh lilt printed at Seville, the ihips preferved here were

three Englidi men of war, fixteen merchant men, two Dutch men of war, ele-

ven merchant ihips, three Dines, tw>o Hamburghers, one Swede, one OHender,

and one Venetian. Burchet rcflef^s, nocwithftanding this, 01? the governor of
Cadiz; bitt, fur all that lean find, without any reafon ; for, as to fending M,
Tourville fome frefli provifions for his own table, I look upon it as an acl of
civility, not of treachery.

f The marquis fleers in the middle, Marfnal Tourviile's own account fays,

the mailers of the (liips that were taken, computed the loj's at twenty millions
j

sr.d the reatioii piibliilicd by authority at Touljn, fpcaks of ikry millions.

3 C 2 fpnnd
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found at his arrival the Monk, captaia Fairbprnej and no other:

Ihips. After taking in water, and what elfe he had occafiori

for there, on the twcnty-feventh of June he failed for Ireland,

and, on the twenty-ninth of July 1693, he arrived fafely at

Corke, with about fifty fail of fliips of all forts, men of war and

merchant-men •'. Soon after his arrival he received orders from

the admirals, to fend fix of the largeft fliips to the fleet, and to

go with the reft to Kingfale. But Sir George, conceiving thnt

little fervice could be expelled from the latter, becaufe they

were in a very bad condition, chofe therefore to fend them un-

der the command of captain Fairborne to Kingfale, and went

in perfon with the fix men of war to the fleet ", of the proceed-

ings of which, from the time of Sir George Rooke's departure,

we are next to fpeak, though that is both a difficult and unplea-

fant fubjeft.

The flag-ofHcers held a council of war on the ninth of July,

in which it was refolvtd to fail forty leagues S. W. of Ulhant,

and there to confider what would be the next convenient fte{^

for intercepting the enemy's fleet in their return from the Medi-

terranean. In purfuance of this refolution, they put to Tea two

days after ; but were fo terribly ruflied by a florm, that they

were forced to return into Torbay. Upon the feventeenth, the

wind proving fair, they put to lea again, and proceeded to their

intended ftation, from whence they fent out light fhips in fearch

of Sir George Rooke, and to cruize on the Spanifli coaft, in

order to get fome intelligence of the enemy. The former car-

ried the orders we have before-mentioned to the admiral; but

tlie latter were not fo lucky as to give any light into the pro~

credings of the French fleet ^.

While things Were in this condition, an acciderjt happened

.vhich migiit have been attended with very ill confequences.

K BnrcKft's memoirs, p. 195.

" The fieur de Mont, in his memoirs for {he month of Aiigwi}, 1693, ^^yS
•y.r Crcorgc Rooke arrived with twelve fail of Engiidi and Dutch men of war^

and bct-veen forty and fifty fail of merchai-.t (hips. Sjc alfo the London Ga-

.'.ni, n^. 1894, aSpj.

! Butchst's memoirs, p. 196, 197. BLjrnet's niftrry of his own times, vol.

ji. p. 11(5. Prcfi'iit fiate of Europe for Aoguft, K'9;, p. 158. k Bur-

t-t;rt''' m\i\ hifli.'Fy, p. 4;o,

Our
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Our fleet had failed when they were very indifferently furniflied

)vith provifions, upon a promife that thefe fhould be immediate-

ly fent after them* In the beginning of the month of Auguft,

iifty vefTels, laden with provifions, proceeded from the river of

Thames in quefl: of the fleet, under the convoy of two Englilh

and five Dutch men of war : but the fleet being forced from

their ftation, they not only mifled them, but loft their convoy.

They met, however, with Sir George Rooke's fquadrcn, in its

paflage from Jilngfale, and he brought them fafe to the fleet on

t\\e Sixteenth of Auguft'; and on the twenty-fifth of the fame

month they had orders to return to St. Helen's^ where they put

the four regiments, that had been on board the whole fummer,

on fliore; and then the fleet was difperfed, having done as little

tor the honour of the EngliOi nation, as sny fleet that ever was

^rted out "'.

On the nineteenth of September 169:;, fifteen Dutch fliips of

the line of battle, and two frigates, were ordered by his mr.jefty

to Holland ; and twenty-fix men of war, and feven fire-lhipc,

were afiigned for the winter guard ", which it was then thoug'it

would have put an end to the military operations of this year

;

but it foon after appeared, that there was yet a fecret expedition

to be attempted, in order to foften a little the joy of the French

for having taken the Smyrna fleet ^.

On the thirteenth of November, commodore Benbow, in

conjun£lion with captain Pl^iHps, the engineer, with a fquadron

of twelve men of war, four bomb-vefiels, and ten brigantines

and well-boats, failed for St. Maloe's, where they arrived on

the fixteenth, and about four in the afternoon anchored before

Quince-fort. Three of the bomb-velTels, with the brigantines

and well-boats, bore in, and anchored within half a mile of the

town. About eleven they began to fire, and continued firing

till four in the morning, when they Vv'ere confirained to warp,

to prevent grounding. On the feventeenth they went in again,

and threw feventy bombs that day. They continued firing on

' London Gazette, N°. 1898. Mercure hiflorique & prlitique, torn, xv, p.

341. Memoirs of admiral Rooke. t^' London Gdzctre, N^. 2901. Bur-

net's hiftory of his own times, voJ. ii. p. 116, '"> Burciiei's memojis,

P- *oi. ° h is rcm^kable that this is not fo much as mentioned by

fccretary Burchet. See the prtfent flate of Eiiropt f-r iCpj, p. 404,

thr;
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the eighteenth, but with frequent intcrmidions, which made

the inhabitants believe they were about to withdraw : however,

they landed on an ifland near the town, and burnt a convent.

On the nineteenth, being Sunday, they lay ftill till the evening,

when, by the favour of a fre(h gale of wind, a ftrong tide, and

a very dark night, they fcnt in an extraordinary fire-fliipP, of

about three hundred tons burden, {which the French will

have to be a monftrous machine), and which was intended

to have reduced the town to aflies-, and indeed would have

done it, but for an unforefeen accident, for fhe ftruck upon a

rock, within piftol-fhot of the place where they intended to

have moored her.

The engineer, who was on board, did all he could to get her

off, but to no purpofe. At laft, finding the veflel begin to

open, and fearing flie might fink, he fet fire to her. The fea-

water, which had penetrated in many places, prevented the car-

caffes from taking fire. The explofion, however, was terrible

beyond deicription ; it (hook the whole town like an earth-

quake, broke all glafs and earthen ware for three leagues

round, and ftruck off the roofs of three hundred houfes. The
moft extraordinary thing of all was this, that the capfirern of

the vefiel, which weighed two hundred weight, was carried

over the walls, and beat a houfe it fell upon down to the

ground "J. The greatefi; part of the walls towards the fea fell

down

P I take there particiibrs from commodore B^nbow's account. See London
Gazette, NO. 2917, Mercure hiAorique & poiuique, torn. xv. p. C69. Kenuet's

compkte hiflory of England, vol. iii. p, 661.

^ The French writers fay, that this was one of thofe dreadful inachines ftyled

infertidls ; vvhicti the Dutch made ufc of to df ftroy the bridge over the Scheldt,

when the prince of Pdnna fcized Antwerp, in the year 1585. The reader will

perceive, hy the following defcriptian, that it was in /aft a firc-fl)ip, contrived to

pperaie when moored cl^fc to the town walls. It was a new (hip of about three

hundred, or, as M. de Qjincy fays, three hundred and fifty tons. At the bot-

tom of the hoStl were a hniidred barrels of powder ; thefe were covered with

pitch, (ulphur, rot,.-:, tr.w, ftraw, and faggots; over which lay beams bored

through, to give air to the fire; and upon ihefe lay three hundred carcalTe. filled

with "renadoes, chain- (hot, iron bullets, piffois loaded, and wrapt in linen

pitched, broken iron bars, and the botroms of gSafs bottles. There were Ct

holds or moutii?, to let our the flames, which »f«e fo vehement, as to confuone

tfie lirdcll fnbrtances; and coold be chcclicd Uy nothing but the piuring in of

hoi w»itr. The Fitiich report, that th? en^i'ct, w]vj contrived this vclT'l,
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down alfo ; and if there had been a fufficient number of land-

troops on board, the place might with eafe have been taken

and pillaged. As it was, they demoliflied Quince-fort, carried

off eighty prifoners, and frightened moft of the people out of

the town. This expedition was well timed, and well executed.

It ftruck a panic into the inhabitants of St. Maloe's, whence

the moft troublefome of the French privateers were fitted out,

and it ferved to awake that whole nation from their golden

dreams of the empire of the fea, by fhewing them what a very

fmall fquadron of Englifii fiiips could do, when commanded by

men of refoUition and experience.

The king returned to England in the latter end of the month

of 0£lober, 1693, under the efcort of a fmall fquadron of

men of war, commanded by rear-admiral Mitchel^ On the

fixth of November, his majefty declared his refolution to em-
ploy admiral Ruflel the next year at fea *. On the feventh the

parliament met, and his majefty opened the fefTions with a

fpeech% which began thus: " I am always glad to meet you
" here, and I could heartily witii that our fitisfa^lion were not

" leflened at prefent, by refie<Sling upon the difadvantages we
" have received this year at land, and the mifcarriages in our

" affairs at fea. I think it is evident, that the former were
** only occafioned by the great number of our enemies, which
*< exceeded ours in all places. For v/hat relates to the latter,

" which has brought fo great a difgrace upon the nation, f
" have refented it extremely "j and, as I will take care that

«« thofe

was blown up in her; becanfe thpy found the body of a man, weH drefFed, upon
the (liore, and in his pocket-book a journal of the expedition. Pie was, however,
only a mate to one of the velTels.

f London Gazette, N°. 2919. Mercure hiflorique & politique, torn. xv. p.
5S0. s Kennet's hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 657. Burnet's hiftory

ofhis own times, vol. ii. p. izj. London Gazette, N°. apzi.
f Lordori Gazette, N°. zpii.

" There had been an inquiry fet on foot before the counril, as appears from
the following notice, printed in the London Gazette, Oftober lOth, xcTpj,

N°. 1917.

" Whereas a repnn had been raifed, and fpread, by Henry Klliegrew, Efc;
" Sir Ralph Delaval, and Sir Cloudefley Shovel, admirals of their majefties

" fieetj that the right honourable the lord vifcount Falkland, one of the lords of
" Iheir majffties moft honourable privy council, (he was alfa at the head of the

" admiralty).
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" thofe wlio have not clone their duty fliall be puninied, fo t

" am refolved to nfe my utmoft endeavours that our power at

*' fea may be rightly managed for the future. And it may well

*' deferve your confideratioHj whether we are iv't defective

«• both in the number of our {hipping, and in proper ports to

*' the weltward, for the better annoying pur enemies and pro-

*' tecking our trade, which is fo ellential to the Welfare of this

•< kingdom." Upon this the houfe of commons came unani-

moufly to a refolution, that they would fupport their majefties

and their government, inquire into the mifcarriages of the fleet

in the preceding fummer, and confider of all poflible ways and

means for conferving the trade of the nation.

The hoijfe of commons, to fliew they were in earnefti exa-

jnined all the adir,irals Rriclly, particularly Sir George Kooke,

though he was fo ill as to be fcarce able to fpeak, and wit ha!

fo lame of the gout, that a chair was fet for him at the bar of

the houfe. On the fcventeenth of November they came to a

refolution, *' That, upon examination of the mifcarriage of the

" fleet, this houfe is of opinion, that there hath been a noto-

«* rious and treacherous mifmanagement in that affair.'' Yetj

afterwards, a negative was put on a refolution to cenfure the

admirals commanding in chief; and fo, by degrees, after much'

Boife and clamour, the matter blew over.

Two circumftances contributed principally to their fafety ; the

fnil was, that it could not be made clear to the houfe, that the

admirals had information of the Brelt fquadron's putting to fed

©n the I ith of May, though it was evident that fuch advice bad

been given to the privy-council ; the fecond, that the lord Falk-

land, who was very a£live in this profecution of the admirals,

fell under the dil'pleafure of tb.e houfe for very indirect practices

in relation to the navy ; which gave the more offence, becaufe

he was at that time firfl commUfioner of the admiralty. Upoii

" admiiuity), iliil, upon reading a paper at tl'.e board, flifle fometliing that was
" iratcrial to tlie r juflificaaoii ; the lords of the council, having confifl^re^

" and examined into the matter, arc fatisfied, and do decLre, thit the report

"
is (iU'e. uiul feandalous. AUhough, wpon the faid examination, it did alfo ap-

" pear, that {omcthiiig happened which might millead the admirals into that ei"*

" ror. And i: is crdvicu in tiu;ncil, th^it !l;is t^s printed and piiblilhcd in th«

the
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the whole, regard to truth obliges me to iliy, that there \v?.s

enough done in tliis affair to irritate and inflame, and very little

to calm or fatisfy the nation ; which laft, however, ought to be

the end of all parliamentary inquiries ^.

But, notwithftanding the admirals efcaped, yet many things

were laid open in the houfe of commons, which refle<5ted ex-

tremely on the management of the navy. It appeared, particu-

larly, that the fum of 1,036,415 1. was due for feamen's wages.

This ftruck the Uoufe with aftonilhment, and accounted at the

ifame time very fully for the backwardncfs of the failors in enter-

ing into the public fcrvice. To provide a remedy for fo great an

evil, and to encourage the feamen for the future, the commons
Voted 500,000 1. towards the difcharge of the debt, and

2,coo,ooo 1. for the fervice of the fleet, that his majefly might

w What bifhop Burnet fays on this fuhje£l is fo coticifc, and at the fame time

fo ftrong, and to the purpoie, that I think myfelf ubiigtd to lay it before the

reader far liis farther information :

" The inquiry into the condiift at fca, particularly with relation to the Smyrna
" fleet, took up much time, and held long. Great exceptions were tiiken to

*' the many delays, by which it feemcd a train was laid, that they fliould r.ot

" get out of our ports, till the French were ready to ly in their way, and inter-

*• cept theni. Our want of intelligence was much cumplained of ; the indruc
" tions, that the admirals who commanded the fleet hid received from the cabi-

*' net-council, were thought ill giyen, and yet worfe executed. Their orders

" fecmed weakly drawn, ambiguous, and dcfeflive : nor had they (hewed any
" zeal in doing more than ftricTly to obey fiich orders ; they had very cautinufly

" kept within them, and had been very careful never to exceed them in a tit:le.

" They had ufed no diligence to get certain information concerning the French
' fleet, whether it was flill in Ereft, or had failed out. But in that importanr
•' matter they had trafl^d general and uncertain reports too eafily. Nor \\od

" they failed far enough with Roqke to fee him pall danger. To all this their

" anfwer was, that they had obferved their orders: they had reafou to think tlie

" French were Oill in Brc.1 ; that therefore it was not fafe to fail too far from
*' the coail of England,, when they had, as they underftood, ground ro believe,

" that they had left behind them a great naval force, which might make an im-
' prefljon on our coaft, when they were at too great a diftance from it. The
" getting certain intelligence from Brefl was reprefented as impreaicable. They
" had many fpecions things to fay in their own defence, and many fiieiids to
" Inpport them : for it was now the bufinefs of one party to accufe, and of an-

" other to Juftify their conduit. In conclufion, there was not ground fufficient

" to condemn the admirals, f nee they 1 ad folkwed their inftru£lions : fo ^ vole
'< paff.d in their favour." '

Vol. IL 3 D
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be able to perform the promife he had made them of taking"

care that things fliould go next year better at fea ^. His majefty

alfa made feveral changes In the mlniftry, which gave great fa-

tisfadlion ; for the late inquiries had made it evident, that the

dependents on fome great men were principally concerned in gi-

\ing information to the French of all our motions : a conduct

which, however coloured or clouded, was a moft grofs and

glaring treafon agarnft their country, fuch as ought to have

drawn upon them the fevereft punifliments while living, and

which deferves to be tranfmitted to poflerity with a proper note

of infamy, to prevent like practices in fucceeding times.

Before we fpeak of the naval operations of the year 1694, it

will be necclTary to give fomc account of the fending Sir Francis

"VVheeler with his fquadreu into the Mediterranean, as that was

a meafure not only concerted, but executed in the preceding

vear, though its being altogether independent of other affairs

made it not fo proper to mention it before. The great blow the

En<Tlifli and Dutch commerce had received there by the inter-

cepting the Smyrna fleet, and the danger there was in leaving

the remains of that fleet any longer in Spanifli harbou^rs, enga-

ged the board of admiralty to fend their orders for Sir Francis

Wheeler to proceed with a fquadron of twenty-five men of war

and frigates, in conjun£lion with a Dutch vice-admiral and his

fquadron, to the Mediterranean, Avhere he had inftruftions to

ufe his utmoft endeavour to procure the fafe return of the plate-

ileet into Cadiz; then he was to leave a fufficient convoy for

bringing home the ihlps In that port to England : he was next to

convoy the Turkey (hips as far as the channel of Malta ; then, in

conjuncllon with the Spanlfh fleet, he was to annoy the enemy's

trade, till he judged his detached fliips were about to return, and,

after joining them at the appointed place of rendezvous, he was

to bring back with him all the merchr.nt-fhips ready to fail from

an^y of the ports in the Streights, or from Cadiz ^.

Oft

X Kennet's hiilcry of England, vol. i-i. p. 6$^, 659. The prefent ftatc of

Europe for November 1693, P- 44^- Chandler's debates, vol. ii. p. 418, 4zo.

y Thefe inftrudVioRS may he font d at large in Biirchet's memoirs, p. 2ci. and

arc indifputably ihofe given Co the adaiiral. But the French publifhcd abundance

of
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On the 27th of November, in purfuance of thefe inftrutlions,

he failed, and on the 4th of December fent the fhips bound to

Oporto thither under a convoy, as two days after he did thofe

bound for Li-ibon and St. Ubes; and, having by his vigilance

prevented a defign of the French, to intercept part of the mer-

chant {hips under his convoy, he arrived on the 19th of January

in the bay of -Cadiz, having loft company in his paiTage with

only one of a hundred and fixty-five fhips which failed with him

from England ^. So happy was the beginning of an expedition,

which proved afterwards fo unfortunate !

On the admiral's arriving at Cadiz, he found the Spanifli fleet

in no condition to fail, but had the fatisfa£lion of finding the

flota fafely arrived*. On the 25th of January rear-admiral Ne-

ville joined him xvith the fliips he had ordered to cruize off Cape

St. Vincent, together with the detached convoys which the

French in vain had endeavoured to intercept. Sir Francis Wheel-

er, upon this, appointed a fquadron of four Englifii and as many

Dutch men of war, with a fire-fliip, under the command of vice^

admiral Hopfon, to bring home the merchant-lhips that were

ready, and on the loth of February failed with the reft of the

Squadron to execute the remaining part of his iiiftruclions. On
the 17th of the fame month, being off the bay of Gibraltar, and

having been driven out of the Streights-mouth, he met with a

ilorm, which increafed till the •19th in the morning, when the

admiral, feeing the Gut, ftood away for it, and made a proper

fignal to the reft of the fleet, and Vt^as followed by vice-admiral

Callemberg, who firft faw his lignal, and.other fhips. But they,

having the bay of Gibraltar open, and in ail probability mi (fa-

king it for the ftreights-mouth, put in there, which occafioned

iheir unhappy misfortune ; for it being a lee Ihore, foul ground,

and their fails flying into the air, they were forced to let go -their

of flrange ftorics about Sir Francis Wheeler's commiffion, fach as that he intend-

ed to bombard Genoa, in order to force that republic to comply with the dc-

mands of the king of Spain ; that he had views on the Pope's territories, and

whatever el(c they thought mi^ht contribute to incenfing the hilian princes.

2 See the prefertt P.ate yf Europe for January, 169^. ^ Burchet's

.tiemoirs, p, is6.

3 D 2 , anchor?.
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anchors, of which many were loft, mofl of their cables fpoiIec|,

and feveral of their fhips run on fliore ^,

In the mean time the SufTex, on board which the admiral was,

foundered at fea, and hirafelf, with all his crew, to the number

of five hundred and fifty were loft, only two Turks efcaping.

The admiral's body was foon after found on a fand-bank, in his

Ihirt and flippers : it was gneffed from thence, that, feeing the

fliip about to fink, he intended to have thrown himfelf into the

fea, and attempt to fave himfelf by fwimming<=. The whole

fquadron fuffered extremely, and were obliged to remain, by

contrary winds, a long time at Gibraltar, and at length, in the

beginning of May, failed for Cadi2<i. In the mean time vice-

admiral Hopfon, in purfuance of the orders before-mentioned,

failed with the homeward-bound (hips, and arrived fafeiy off the'

Lizard on the 5th of April, 1694^.

We have before obferved, one of the firft fteps taken by king

Vv^'illiam after his return from Flanders, and his hearing of the

unfortunate affair of the Smyrna fleet, was the appointing Ed-

ward RufTel, Efq; admiral and commander in chief of the fleet

•which fliould put to fea the next fpring. As a farther teftimony

of his majefty's confidence in that great man, he dire6led a new
commifllon of admiralty, wherein Edward Ruflel, Efq; Sir John

b The particulars of tiii, misfortune may be feen in the fullowing lift :

The Cambricigf, a Oiip cf 70 gun?, run aihore about four in the")

Men.

100morning, and ioft, - - . -

The Lumley Cailie, lof', - ^- ' . 130

The Serpent bjinb-vefiil, foundered, . . -. ij

The Wiiiiam ketch, ran aChore, - - " '5

The Mjry ketch, founderei'l, - - - - iiS

The Great George, a Turkey fiiip, loft, - . - 90

The Aleppo Fadtor, lofl, - « - - j

The G. Ideii Friga-e of Venice, I'jft, - - - aj

The Berklhire, a Turkey <hip, » - - 15

The Indian Mercbinf, a Turkey fhip, - - - 2

J h; William, for Leghorn, loft, - - « i

41-9

'' We have feveral accr^unts of this in the Gazettes; and his bcdy wa5 after-

matd^ embalmed, and fent into England.

= Rennet's complete hiftory of England, vil. iii, p. 661. Life of K. V/illiam^

^ ;75 C-lunina loftiaia, p. Cj. « Burchet's naval hiftory, p. 4514, 49s-'

Lowther,
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l^owther, Henry Prieflman, Efq; Robert Auften, Efq; Sir Ro-

bert Rich, Sir George Rooke, and Sir John Hoblon, were in-

cluded f. The command cf the fleet being thus provided for,

the next thing was, to fix on fuch defigns as were proper for re-

trieving the glory of the Englifli arms, and blotting out the me-

mory of the unfortunate accidents that had lately happened. In,

the firfb place it was refolved, that a formidable defcent iliould be

adlually made on the French coaft, in order to effe£l what had

been long ago propofed, the eredling a fort on a certriin pro-

montory near Breft, which fhould command the haven, and en-

tirely prevent the afTembling, as the French were wont to do,

their grand fleets there ^. It was alfo judged requiflte to fend a

flrong fleet into the Mediterranean, as well to fuccour the king

of Spain, whofe affairs were much diflreflcd by the French na-

val power, as to prevent the Toulon fquadron from coming into

the ocean, and hintlering the French thereby from making any

figure this year at fea ^. In order to accompVdh thefe fchem.es,

ail imaginable pains were taken, and no expence fpared, either

in England or Holland, to fit out a more numerous fleet, and

to fend it earlier to fea, than in any year fince the war began.

On the ift of May admiral RuflTel took the command of the

fleet at St. Helen's, which confifled of fifty-two Englifli and

forty-one Dutch fliips of the line, befides frigates, fire-fliips,

and other fmaller vefl'cls. On the 3d the admiral failed with the

grand fleet, leaving Sir Cloudefley Shovel with a ftrong fqua-

dron at Portfmouth, in order to embark the land forces. On
the 9th, being fifteeh leagues S. S. W. of the Lizard, the ad-

miral was informed by the captain of a Swedifli (hip, that there

lay in Bertaume-bay a fleet of French merchantmen, bound to

the eaftward ; upon which he immediately detached captain

Pritchard in the Monmouth, together with the Refolution and

the Roebuck fire-flaips, with orders either to take or deflroy

them. Accordingly, on the loth, as focn as it was light, they

made the French flicre about feven miles from the fleer, and by

five o'clock they faw feveral fliips behind a point of land near

f See the prefcnt ftate of Europe for May, 1604, p. i6C. £ Hift. mill-

taire. P. Daniel. Memoirs du temps. Burnet's hidory of bis own ti.-nes, vol. ii.

p. 119,130. h Rennet's hiflory of England, vol. iii. p. 6154. Life of king

William, p. 37<5. Oidmixon's hiftory of tlis Stuirt;, vol. h. r. pr,

Conqtjet-
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Conquet-bay, which, upon a fignal given from one of their

fcouts, immediately put to Tea. In the mean time captain Prit-

chard purfued the man of war that was their convoy, and forced

her to haul in with the fhore, and run againft the rocks under

the outefmoft caiile j and this man of war proved to be the Jer-

sey frigate, which the enemy had taken from us in the "V\'"eft-In-

dies, and which foon after blew up, and with her two (loops of

between ten and fixteen guns. The merchant -fliips were in all

about fifty-f^ve fail, of which thirty-five were burnt or funk,

twenty-five in Whitefand-bay, four on the fouth fide of the point

of the bay, and fix on the fbuth fide of Conquet, their lading

being for the moft part fait, wine, and brandy. Some few days

after, two other Ihips took and deftroyed feventeen French vel-

fels laden with corn and other provifions'.

The admiral retui'ned back again to St. Helen's by that tinae

he judged that Sir Cloudefley Shovel could have executed the

orders he bad left with him ; and finding the land-forces com-

pletely embarked, and every thing ready, he failed with the

whole fleet on the 2,9th of May, having before given the necef-

fary direciions for the feparating, at a proper ftation, of the fqua-

dron that was intended for the Brefl expedition, and which was

to be commanded by the lord Berkley''. On the laft day of the

month, at nine in the morning, a council of war was held on

board the Britannia, at which were prefent the following perfons,

viz. Edward PvuiTel, Efq; admiral of the fleet, the lord Berkley,

admiral of the blue, Sir Cloudefley Shovel, vice-admiral of the

red, colonel Aylmer, vice-admiral of the blue, colonel MitcheJ,

rear-admiral of the red, the marquis of Caermarthen, rear-ad-

miral of the blue, captain Byng, eldeil: captain to the admiral,

lieutenant-general Talmafli, the earl of Macclesfield, the lord

Cutts, Sir Martin Becmnn, admiral Allemonde admiral of the

Dutch, vice-admiral Vanderputtin, vice-admiral Schey, vice-

adiP.'.ral Vander-Goes, rear-admiral Evertzen, and captain Van-

der-Duffen, in which it was refolved, that the fleet deflgned for

Brefi iliould inunediatt-ly proceed to Camaret-bay, and fhould

i Life of K. William, p. 375. Prefent llate of Europe for May, i5p4, p. j6j.

C. lomna roftrata, p. 16 j, Le Clerc hift. des provincKS iinies, tome iii. p. 417.

h Journal of the Brtli expedition, by ihc marquis uf Ciermarthcn, j6p4, Lon-

don, 4ro, p. 5.

land
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land the forces on board under the dire£lion of lieutenant-gene--

ral Talmafli, and the neceflary inflru£lions were for this purpofe

given to lord Berkley, and the officers that went to command
under him '.

On the 5th of June the lord Berkley parted, with his fqun-

dron, from the grand fleet, having with him twenry-nine Eng-

lHh and Dutch men of war of the line, bcfldes fmall frigates,

lire-fliips, machines, tenders, well-boats, and five bomb-ketches.

On the 6th a council of war was held, in which the proper

meafures were taken for landing the forces ; and it was agreed,

that lord Cutts fhould command fix hundred grenadiers, and

lieutenant-general Talmalh advance in perfon at the head of the

troops that were to fupport them. On the 7th the fleet came to

an anchor between Camnret-bay and the bay of Bertaume, the

French playing upon them with bombs from four batteries. The
marquis of Caermarthen demanded leave of lord Berkley the ad-

miral to go into Camaret-bay, in order to obferve the fituation

of the forts, and the pofture of the enemy. On his lordfhip's

return, and making his report, the admiral ordered two fixty-gun

Ihips to go in and cover the boats while they were landing : to

which the marquis objecting that it was too fmall a force, a

council of war was called on the 8th, in which it was refolved

to fend in three Englifh and as many Dutch frigtites, befides

the two men of war before- mentioned.

One of thefe, however, the Richmond, deferted the poft af-

figned her, and the marquis of Caermarthen carried in the other

five, and pofled them in their proper places, which, though a

very neceflary, was a moft dangerous fervice, fince, at their go-

ing in, a bomb broke over the Monk, a great piece of which

ftruck through her poop, and two decks more, and came out

again into the water near one of the ftern-ports on the larboard-

fide, in the gun-rcom, killing three marines, and one of them

by the fide of the marquis. So foon as the Monk got into the

bay, and came up with the weftern point, Camaret-fort fired

upon her very warmly ; and, when the reft of the fliips were

properly difpofed, they were furprized to find theinfelves played

upon from three batteries, not one of which was difcerned till

I See his inftruftions in Buichet's memoirs, p. 115,

tbev
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they felt the fliot from it. Thefe military compliments they re-

turned with great fpirit, and, by keeping a brilic and continual

fire, covered the troops in their landing, which was not, how-

ever, performed with that regularity that might have been ex-

pelled™.

The reafon of this, fince I do not find it already fct down in

any of our hiftorians, I think myfclf obliged to give, as t have

had it from the mouths of many who were engaged in that warm

fervice. The French had been fo well informed of our defign,

and fuch ftrange delays had been made in embarking the forces,

that, when our fldet came upon the coaft, they found the French

every where covered by impregnable entrenchments, and fup-

ported by a body of regular troops, more numerous than the

forces intended for this defcent. This was reprefented to lieu-

tenant-general Talmafli in the council of war, and he was advi-

fed not to expofc himfelf or his men : to which he anfwered
j

** This advice comes too late : the honour of the Englifli nation

*' is at ftake, and tlierefore I muft and will land. I know that

*' I facrifice myfclf and the men ; but it is neceflary, and muft

<* be done, that both our enemies and allies may know, that

«' even defperate undertakings cannot daunt Englifli courage"."

He embaiked on board the faiall velTels, with about eight

liundred men, and landed as many of them as he could, but to

very little purpofe ; for feveral of the well-boats flicking, all tha^

were in them were either killed or v/ounded before they could

get to the fhore, and thofe that did land were very foon driven

back to their boars, and with much difficulty carried off again,

Amongfl the wounded was lieutenant-general Talmafh himfelf,

who received a Ihct in his thigh, of which he foon after died °.

The

1^ See the marquis of Caermarthen's account, p. ai. Burchet's memeirs, p.

jii. Life of king Wiiiiam, p. 377,

n This projrifl, as I have been informed, was firft propofed by a land officer to

the earl of N"tiingham feme years before ; and hints of it having been given to

the French, they refolved to fpare no coll or pain«, in order to prevent a fcheme

from taking ftftifl, which ihcy knew would have deprived them of" the beft port

they have in this part of the worid.

° Both the n^artjuis de Qaincy snd faiher Danitl commend the bravery of

fonie French cfficers, who, thty fay, attacked and routed the Engliih troops that

wtieland.d, and this vruh i'o Tnuli a fojce, as one hundred and twenty men,

iuppoited.
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The marquis of Caermarthcn, afterwards duke of Leeds, whofe

courage no man ever called in queftion, tells us on this occafion,

that, if the Englilh force had been double to what it was, they

would have found the attempt impra6ticable.

When the men on board the (hips faw only a fett' boats come
' off again, and the whole affair over^ they began to be out ot

heart, and the marquis had much ado to bring them out of the

bay. The Monk had not either a yard or a fail, but was towed

off"; the reft of the veffels were alfo brought away with grest

difficulty, except a Dutch frigate called the Teefep, of thirty

guns, which had twelve feet water in her hold, all her men
being killed except eight ; and, of half an Englifli company that

was accidentally left on board her, only an enlign, a drummer,

and a private man, efcaped ; fo that they were obliged to leave

her behind. A council of war being called in the evening, it

Was refolved therein to return to Spithead. The lofs upon this

occafion was computed at feven hundred of the land-forces kil-

led, wounded, and taken, and about four hundred killed and

wounded on board the fliipsP.

The marquis de Q^incy, who is at once the moft exa6l and

molt moderate of all the French writers, informs us, that, at the

time this attempt was made, M*. de Vauban had taken care to

fupported, however, by a regitrcnt of dragoons. The glory of this will he Aif-

ficiently diminifiicd. when it is known, that not above three hundred did land,

and that many of thcfe were wounded in getting alhore, and were fo much expu-

fcd to the enemy's artillery, that tiiey never could be formed into any tolerable

order.

P The marquis of Caermarthcn in his account does great juflice to all the ofS-

ccrs employed in this defperate fcrvice. He fays, particularly, page 41S. " Mv
*' lord Berkley, during all this expedition, has had a great deal of unufual troubie

• by reafon of the imbarkations of the fuldiers 5 notwithflanding which, both by
*' his advice at councils of war, and i'luing of orders, which his lordfliip has dore
' very methodically, he hath bch. vcd himfeif, in my opinion, with all the con-

" dudl and prudence that cou:d be expcOcd from a gentleman in his flation.

" Lieutenant-general T:;)m:iJh, the eail of Macclesfieidj my lord Cutts, and

" all the officers of the land-forces, I thiak^ have (liewn all the forwardnel's and
•' rcadinefs imaginable for the a'.tcmpcing any thing that was poflible to be doni:

" on this occafion. There are no officers of note, that I can yet hear of, killed

" in this aflion but monfitnr Lamote ; and lieutenant-general Talmaih died, the

" Tuefday following, of the wound he received in his thigh. But there arc fe-

•' veral captains, &i:. wha arj eiih;r killed or taken, of whofe names I am a
" ytt ignorant/'

Vol. IL 3 E put
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put the town of Breft into an excellent date of defence. It Tva3

iurrounded with ftrong walls, good ramparts, 1-arge and deep

ditches cut in the rock, with baftions and half-moons at proper

diftances. He had ereded a new battery of fixteen pieces of

cannon and fix mortars on the baftion of the town, nearefl the

caftle, bet\veen it and the grand battery, with feveral fmaller

batteries in other places. He had likewife taken care to render

all the vaults in the caftle bomb-proof, and had made the beft

difpofition poflible of ninety mortars, and three hundred pieces

of large cannon. As for the veffels in the port, they were placed

out of the reach even of bombs ; and, with refpe£l to men, he

had fourteen hundred bombardiers, three thoufand gentlemea

who ferved as volunteers, and of regular troops four thoufand

foot, and a regiment of dragoons i.

General Talmafli's landings therefore, with ielght hundred

men, might well be called a facrificey and yet more than half

of thefe could never be get on fhcre ; we muft, therefore, admits

that when the marquis fays four hundred were killed, five

hundred forty-eight foldiers and forty officers made prifoners,

he carries the thing a little too far. Father Daniel, however,,

and fome other v/riters, carry it as far ; and indeed moft of them

agree in computing our whole lofs at two thoufand. As to whac

fhey fay of Ihips being funk, and hundreds of men drowned in

the retreat, they are mere ornaments, which from frequent ufe

are become neceifary to a French detail, as their having but

forty-live men killed in this a£tion is another ftroke of the mar-

vellous, which every reader perhaps may not be in the humour

to credit ^

After this unkickv attempt thepoor wounded lieutenant-general

propofed, that a fmall fqtiadron of frigates and bomb-veflels might

be fcnt into the harbour of Ikefi: to bombard that town ;. but this

was judged to be a rafli, andy as things Aood,an impracticable un-

dertaking •, and therefore lord Berkley failed immediately for our

own coafts, and arrived on the 15th of June, 1604, at St. He-

len's. There they found the queen's orders to call a council of

1 Ilift. militaire, tnme iii. p. 77, 78, 79. f I.iniiers, tome ii. p. 565.

Journal hiftoriqiie rie Loui* XIV. p. 177, 178. See two letters written by mon-

fieiir tic Noidtel, intendant ot' Breiagnc to Louis XIV. giving an acccufit of the

afliun, iji the prefer.: llaie of Euiope for June, Kip^, p, ici—'1:4,
war,
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^ar, to confider how the flilps and troops might, after this fatal

mifcarriage, be beft employed. After feveral confultations, it was

rcfolved to keep no more than four regiments on board, and to

make fome attempts on the coaft of Normandy. Advice of this

being fent to court, and an anfwer being returned on the 27th

of June, it was refolved, in another council of war, firft to bom-

bard the town of Diepe, and then to proceed aJong the French

coaft, and do every where what prejudice they could. In pur-

iliance of this refolution they came before that place, but were

forced to fea by a ftorm, and afterwards anchored off Dunge-

nefs, from whence they failed on the 5th of July, and arrived

once more in Diej>e road on the 8th. The next day they in^

tended to have bombarded the place, but were prevented by ex^

ceeding foul weatlier for feveral days together*.

On the twelfth they began about nine in the morning to plav

upon the town of Diepe, and continued without ceafing till

about nine at night. About eleven they fent in one of their

machines which the French call infernals, with an intent to burn

the pier ; but feveral veiTels full of ftones, being very provident-

ly funk before it, rendered that ineffectual ; fo that, except afto-

nifliing the town by the mighty noife, it did little mifchief '.

Captain Dunbar, a Scots gentlerfian, who commanded it,

acquired immortal honour by his intrepidity on this occafion 5

for the train not taking effect as was expedled, he went on

board again, and finding the fuzee out, fct fire to it a fecond

time, for which he and thofe who went with him were defer-

vedly rewarded ". They continued the bombardment afterwards

till day-light, and the ftreets being narrow, tlie houfes old, and

moft of them built of timber, the town was on fire in twen-

ty places at once ; fo that the far greater part of it was con-

•fumed to allies "'. Tiie French court did all they could to (liile

the

s Burchet's merroirs, p. 225. Kennei's hiftory of 'EngTanJ, vol. iii. p. 66^.

Burnet's hiftory of his own times, vol, ii, p. 131. Colnmna roftrata, p. 2.64.

t Life of king \Villiam, p. 379. Oldmixon's hiftory of the Stuarts, vot. ii. p. 91,

Prefent flate of Europe for July, 1694, p, 1^6. " Burchet's naval hift.

,p. JOI.

w In the dates I generally follow the French writers, reducing the new ftyis

•to the old, becaufc they are iifualiy more exaift than our own. Father Dmiel

owns the tatal deftiuiftiou (jf Diepe, but fays it was immediately built np sgiin

3 E A $c
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ilie report of this, at leaft at Paris ; but the place was too neap

for any fuch artifices to take effect •, fo that, by endeavouring to,

lelTen, they really increafed the people's apprehcnlions, and all

the inhabitants of the fea-coafts would have abandoned their

towns and villages, if forces had not been fent to reftrain

them ^.

After the bombardment of Diepe, the Englifli fquadron failed

along the coaft, and obliged the French to march their forces

night and day, in order to prevent the debarking any troops ;

which, however, was a thing the Englifh admiral never intend-

ed''. On the fifteenth, about noon, lord Berkley arrived at

Havre de Grace, and about four o'clock he began to bombard

if. On the fixteenth, feventeepth, and eighteenth, the French

poured troops and militia into the place, in order to aflift the

inhabitants to put out the fires lighted from time to time by the

bombs ; and as the wind continued blowing all that time

directly from the fhore, the Englifh were not able to do much,

though they remained ftill before the place, which threw all the

adjacent country into a terrible confternation. On the twenty-

iirft, the wind being favourable, the fmall craft and bomb-

veflels were fent in, and continued bombarding the place the

•jvhole night, by which a third part of the town was burnt

down, a great part of the wall demolifhed, and, which was

•ivorft of all, abundance of poor people killed 2. All this,

howcverj

at the expcnie of the French king. If fo, the inhabitants tnufl be daily put in

miiiil of the Englifh maritime power, by this very improvement of their

town,

^ See feveral letters printed in the prefent flate of Europe, for the month

of July, 1604; and the fs£l is confirmed by tlie French accounts.

y Burchei's naval hifiory, p. 500, 501. Kennct. Burnet's hiflory of hi^

©wn times, vol. ii. p. px. Larrey, torn. ii. p, 116. Reincourt, torn. iii. p.

383. P. Daniel journal hiOnriqiie de I^ouis XIV. p. 178.

z The marquis de Quincy alTfrts pofiiively, that there were t5ot above twenty

houfcs burnt in the town; but then he admits, that not only the inhahrtant-:,

but a vaft number of foldiers, who were ferit thither on purpofe, bbourej ex-

(^cdivtly in putting out the fires wherever the bombs fell ; which mull have

been attended with great lofs ot men and other inconveniencies. But I muft

confefs, 1 fee no jufl caufe why a medal fhould have been ftruck on the bnm-
buding this place, rather than that of Diepe. Yet fuch a one there was ; ha-

ving on one fide the king's head in profile, vith thefe words, GuHclmus magnus^

YiViHiJ^tmus ; on the reverfe was, Perillus's bull, with this infcription, Suh
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however, could not be performed without lofs ; many of the

mortars melted, the Grenado bomb-fliip was blown up, and

the reft of the fmall craft fo fliattered, that it was thought con-

venient to retire. Bur, even in doing this, care was taken to

give the French infinite difquiet ; for, appearing before La
Hogue, their forces were drawn that way : but our fquadron

was in no condition to undertake any thing, and therefore, after

alarming the enemy as much as polTible, lord Berkley returned

to St. Helen's, on the twenty-fixth of July, 1694, in order to

refit \

The court was very defirous that fomething fhould be under-

taken againft Dunkirk, and to that purpofe feveral exprcfTcs

were difpatched to the fleet; but, upon a nice examination of

the different propofals made by the engineers and pilots, they

were all of opinion that the feafon was too far advanced, and

that nothing could be undertaken this year wit'a any probability

of fuccefs. A plan was then fent of Calais, which came from

the king in Flanders ; but the fcheme of bombarding that place

was alfo judged impra6ticable by a council of war, which relb-

lution was chiefly owing to the diffidence of the pilots ^. On
the twenty-feventh of Auguft lord Berkley returned to London,

and the command of the fleet, which confided now only of

frigates and fmall fhips, devolved on Sir Cloudefley Shovel,

whofe inftru^lions were exprefled to undertake fomething againft

Dunkirk at all events.

Mr. Meeflers, who was the inventor and diredlor of the ma-
chines called infernals, was at this time in Flanders, endeavour-

ing to colledl pilots able to carry the fquadron into the harbour

of Dunkirk, or at leall: fo far into the road, as might enable

them to deflroy the enemy's fliips. Sir Cloudefley failed to the

Downs in the beginning oF September, and on the feventh was

joined by Mr. Meeflers, with twenty-fix Dutch pilots, when

ferit ignihus auBor, alluding to the French king's having begun this barbarous

kind of war, by burning the Palatinate, and bombarding Genoa. In the exer-

gue. Partus Gratia, exuftus ir evcrjui bomhardh Anglo Bntavh, i(J<j4. I. B. F.

Gerard Van Loon hiftoire metjllique des Pays Bas, torn. iv. p. i(5j.

* Burchct's memoirs, p. 127. Kennet's hiflory ot' England, vol. iii. p. <S(Jj.

Oldmixon's hiftory of the Stuarts, vol. ii. p. 91. l' Burchct's memoirs,

p. »il!-

captain
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•captain Benbow was appointed to command the fmall fliip?, anti

to follow the inftructions of Mr. Meefters, whofe pilots did

not perform what was expefled from them'^. On the twelfth,

however, Sir Cloudefley Shovel appeared before the town of

Dunkirk, with thirteen Englifh and lix Dutch men of war, two

bomb-veflels, feventeen machines, and other fmall craft. In

the evening captain Benbow went in, and found'ed the weftern

channel, between the Brake and the INIain, notwithflanding a

prodigious fire from the fhips and the citadel. The next day

all the boats and fmall vefTels were fent in again, with the

Charles galley, and two bomb-veffels.

In the afternoon two of the machines were fent in. The firft

took fire before fhe was near enough to do any execution

:

^vhether it \vas that the cannon of the place fet fire to it, as

fome of the French writers fay, or that thofe on board, find-

ing it impoffible either to bring it nearer or to get it off, were

obliged to let it bum there. The other, which was the biggeft,

went in boldly, and advanced very near the mole-head; but the

tide fet her on one fide, fo that ftie drove a cable's length, and

then blew up ''. It was found, that the French had, accord-

ing to cuftom, early intelligence of this defign, and by driving

piles before the pier-head, and finking fliips on the back of the

weftermoft pier, had fecured themfelves againll all attempts of

this nature: Sir Cloudefley Shovel being informed of this, and

knowing that the fpring tides were over, failed away for Calais,

and on the feventeenth fent the bomb-vefl"els in, and threw fo

many fliells into the town, that about forty houfes were ruined;

but the wind blowing hard that night, and a great fwell of fea

happening, the admiral was forced to bear away, and the florm

continuing two days, he thought it not convenient to ftay any

longer, but returned with his whole fquadron into the Downs,

« Tills ignorance, owar.-lire, or wilfulnefs of the pil .ts, feems to have been

the chief caiife of this milcarriige ; and whoever confikrs actentivfly what

has been written upon this Aibjeft, by fuch as are beft acquainted with maritime

aiTa-.rs, will be of my opinion, that Teamen, above all other«, are leart inclirc^

to expeditions of this fort. Ant!, as fuch expeditions can only be executed by

kameii, it inay well be fuppofed that this is the great reafoii why tbty fo fildom

fi'.cceed.

d Hifloire militaire, torn. iii. p. 84, Sj. Jcurnjl hldoiique de Louis XIV.

from
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from whence the bomb-veirds and machines were fent into the

river Thames ^.

It was the opinion of a very intelligent perfon, who had,

without queftion, good grounds for what he delivered, that the

expence to which the natron was put by thefe bombardments,

was more than equivalent to what the enemy fufFered by them f.

It is certain, that all the fea-faring part of the world difappro-

ved this mannerof purfuing the warat that time ; and that all the

writers who have touched upon this fubjetll, have been carried

away by the ftream of their authority ; which, however, has

not the fame efFe^ on me. In the firft place> I think the man-

ner in which the French had condu£led the war in Germany,,

their tombarding the city of Genoa, but, above all, their pira-

tically lying in wait for, and plundering our Smyrna fleet, and

their purfuing and bombarding the remains of it in the ports of

iSpain, fully juftified this manner of proceeding. The lex taJi-

onis certainly fubliiis between nations, and as the French fet

fuch an example at their expence, the allies could not be rea-

fonably blamed for writing after their copy. In thefe cafe?,

thofe who fet the precedent are to bear the blame as well as the

lofs, that fuffering and fliame may teach them moderation fox-

the future.

I mufl next obfcrve, that, if we confider the expence the

king of France muft have been at in providing for the fecurity

of Breft, and the inconveniencies that muft have attended the

fending M. Vauban that way, with a corps of no lefs than

1 2,000 regular troops, the marquis de Beauvron with a great de-

tachment to Diepe, marlhal de Choifeul to Havre de Grace, the

duke of Maine, count Touloufe, and marlhal Villeroy, with

the greateft part of the army in Flanders, to Dunkirk S; I fay,

take all thefe together, and it will appear the French fuflered

abundantly more than we.

But then, thirdly, this meafure was abfolutcly nccefTary ; the

French nov/ ftyled themfelves lords of both seas, that is

the ocean and the Mediterranean : their Gazettes were full of

= Prefenr Ha'p of Europe for Septem'^er i6:)4, p. ^,o4, 305. Cokm'^a to^

Arata, p. 265. Po'n'cr's c*!ronnlog;ical hiftorian, vol. i. p 4 '6. f Naval

rtiftnoirs, p. i-iA- ^ ' f^ke the wl'.ole of thii ^iT-ir ii .ym ihe Ffencii

h.flcn iari'..

the
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the triumphs of their maritime force, and therefore the bom-

barding their ports was an efFe£lual method to convince all Eu-

rope of the emptincfs of their bravadoes. It exalted the mari-

time power of the Englifli nation, raifed the drooping fpirits of

the people, gave fatisfa£tion to the merchants whofe veffels had

been plundered by the French privateers, and was therefore a

great and glorious meafure, whatever has been faid againft it

by thofe who fhew refpe£l and compaffion for a people who

never flievv us any marks of either, except when civility is the

pure refult of fear, or the confequence of deep diflrcfs.

We are now to turn our eyes towards the Mediterranean,

whither admiral RuiTel failed with the grand fleet, as we have

remarked, on the fixth of June, 1694. He arrived on the

twenty-tifth off the rock of Lifbon, and thence fent orders to

rear-admiral Neville, who, as we before obferved, commanded

the fquadron which protected the Englifh merchant-fliips at Ca-

diz, to join him, which he did, with the Dutch vice-admirals

Callemberg and Evertzen, with lixteen fliips of the line, which

jncreafed the number of thofe in the fleet to fixty-three. The

admiral then refolved to fleer immediately for Barcelona, in or-

der to fave chat city, and the province of Catalonia, from fall-

ing into the hands of the French, who at that time had a nu-

merous army^ and a great naval force under the command of

M. Tourville before, or at lead very near the place ^.

This lliews the wifdom of the adminiftration in fending fo

great a fleet into thofe feas ; for, wiihout fuch aflifliance, the

Spaniards mufl have been undone, or, which was the view of

tliat armament, forced to make a feparate peace, and the French

would have continued boafting and vapouring, as they had late-

ly done, of their mighty maritime power, perfuadmg Algiers,

and the reft of the ftates of Barbary, that the Englifh were not

able to look them in the face. But an end was now cftc£lually

put to thofe bravadoes, by the admiral's procuring leave from

h The marquis de Q.iir.cy tflls us, that 3<1mirf.l Rufltl came into the Mfdi-

tcrrancan very luckily for the prefcrvation of ijarcelona, before which port be

appeared on the '.ft of July, with a fl^et of 136 fail, of which 88 weie of the

line of battle; an 1 M. Tourville not being in a condition to look fuch a flee',

in the face, retired, purruani to his orders, into ih: harbour of Toulon. Hift.

militaircj to.Ti. iii. p. 86.

the
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tlie Dutch and Spaniards, who were at war with thofe ftates,

that fome Algcrine men of war might have permilFion to come

iand take a view of the ileet ; which they did accordingly, and

went home again very well fatisfied '. On the other hand, the

French admiral had no fooner intelligence of the approach of

our fleet, than he retired precipitately from before Barcelona,

and foon after Ihut himfelf up in the port of Toulon, which

put it entirely out of difpute, that the maritime powers were

how able to give law to France in all parts of the world ^.

The- fiege of Barcelona too was raifed, to the infinite joy of

the king of Spain, who teitified his gratitude for this fignal af-

fiftance, in the warmeft and mofl public manner poffible '.

Our admiral, indeed, found the Spanifh affairs in the moft

(dillrelled condition imaginable. Their Armada confided but of

ten fliips, and of thefe foiir only were of the line of battle

;

tlie refl: of fniall force, and fo rotten, that they could fcarce

endure the firing of their Own guns. Their army in Catalonia

was in a ftill worfe condition ; it confifted but of 9000 men,

without clothes, without pay, without provifions, without iartil-

1 ry, and eVen without tents. The towns on the fea-coall were

io jneanly fortified, that, on the approach of a French fqua-

Jdron, the people had no other way to fecure themfelves but by

flight. Admiral RulTel flated all this in a letter to the king,

and at the fame time offered the viceroy of Catalonia to do all

that was in his power for his afiiftance; which, however, was

not much, for, on the other hand, the demands made by the

viceroy were exceflively unreafori^ble, and what the admiral

was able to do could not much benefit him ; which was the

realbn that, together with an apprehenfion of provifions grow-

i Btirchet's memoirs, p. 239. where we are tcIJ, that, notwithflanding the

jirecawiions taken by admiral RufTel, one of the Algerine frigates was foon after

feized Ifl his (ight, by a Du'ch man of war, though flie was prefently releafcd

upon his ap:lic3tion.

k Hiftoire mi'itjire, tome iii. p. 8(5. Kcnnet's hiftory of England, vol. iii.

p. (SSj. Bnrne 's hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. izp. Life of king Wil-

liam, p. 37<5, j8i.

• Prefent ftaie of Europe for 1594, p. 167, 171. His catholia majerty is faid

to have prefented admiral RufTel with a jewel of the Value of fourfcore thou-

f-jnd crowns, and another ta vi;e admiral C^llemberg, of the value of twelve

thiuifand crowns.

Vol. II. 3F ing
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ing ihort, induced the admiral to defire the fleet might return?

Iiome ; for which, when he had made all the necelTary prepara-

tions, and was on the very point of quitting the Spanifli coaft,

he received an order under his majefty's fignct and fign manual,

directing him to winter at Cadiz. This embarraffed him ex-

tremely, and the rather, becaufe no care was taken to fend

commidioners for vidlualling ; fo that this fell entirely upon the

admiral,, and was no fmall addition to the load of cares with

which he was already opprelTed ^,

Yet, confidering the importance of the fervice, the dangers

fo which the men would be expofed by any mifmanagement i»

this affair, and how far the honour of the Englifh nation was

at ftake, he applied himfelf to this new employment with fuch

diligence, that never men were better furnifhed with provifions

and wine ; and this too was managed with fo great economy,

that notwiihftanding the apparent diflerence between obtaining

provifions for a great fleet and fingle fhips, yet the former was

vi£lualled at as fmall an expcnce to the public as the latter, and

in many circumftances at a much cheaper rate j nor did the ad-

riiral, when he found it necefTary, make any fcruple of enga-

ging his perfonal credit and private eftate,.for the fervice of his

country ".

While the fleet continued before Alicant, the admiral dif-

patched a fquadron of ten fail, under the command of rear-

admiral Neville, with orders to cruize between the iflands

and the Barbary coafl, as well to intercept any French vefTeb

that might pafs that way, as to procure wood and other necef-

faries for the fleet. Soon after this, the admiral falling ill of a

fever and bloody flux, he devolved the care of the fleet on vice-

admiral Aylmer, with orders to join rear-admiral Neville, and

in cafe he had any news of the French fleet's being come out

ni Burchet's memoirs, p. 14'T. Colnmna roflrata,- p. 164. Burner, vol. ii,

p. up.
n See the fubfequcnt memoirs of the earl of Orford, where U will appear,

»hat, notwithftanding all his pains and application, he was moft cruelly and

frandaloiifly traduced oti this account, as if he had procured the wintering of

the fleet in the Mediterr.<nean, purely to enrich himfelf by the management of

their v!(ftiial!ing; wlicreas, that meafurc was not only concerted without, but

sgainft his advice, and the government faved a great fum of money by his fru-

(»al cjndu^ in ihc other pattimlaV,

of
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of Toulon, to fail in queft of them without delay ; but if not,

to return to Alicanc, which he did on the loth of September.

The admiral, though in a very weak iiate of health, went very

foon on board, and refumed the command of the fleet, with

which he proceeded to Cadiz, where he arrived on the eighth

of November 1694, and took all the neceffary precautions to

prevent the French from paffing the Streights, without receiving

proper notice of their motions.

While he continued there, the Spaniards fen-t Wm frequent

advices of the French fleet's being ready to quit Toulon j which,

however, he did not muCh regard, as having better intelligence

of his own ". It is true, the French fleet was kept clean and

well rigged during the winter^ with deG^n to have brought it

round to Breflj but the advices tlvey had of admiral Ruflcl's

force, and their knowledge of'^is diligence, had fuch an ef[e€t

on the mind of M. Tourville, that he could not be prevailed on

to rifk the iliips under his command in fo dangerous a paflage.

His catholic majefty was all this time foliciting our admiral to

undertake impoffibilities, fuch as tranfporting five, then fevcii

thoufand men, from Genoa on board his men of war, though

he knew them to be foul by their being £0 long at fea, and but

indifferently provided with vitluals; which, though the admiral

refufed, yet he did it Vv-ith great decency, and at the fame time

offered unanfwerable reafons in fupport of his own conduclj

adding, that he would write home to demand, amongil other

fupplies, a reafonable number of land -forces : and in this m^an-

ner the i-emainder of the year was fpun out p.

It is now requifite to take notice of what was done at home
in relation to naval affairs ; and, in the firfr place, I muft ob-

ferve, that the king, on his return from Flanders, under the

efcort of a fmall fquadron, commanded by the marquis of Caer-

martben, called the parliament together on the twelfth of No-

vember, and opened the ieffions with a fpeech, which began

thus: " I am glad to meet you here, when I can fay our affairs

*' are in a better pofture, both by fea and land, than when we
*< parted laft. The enemy has not been in a condition to op-

° The prefent ([.,t: of Europe for 169^, p. 346,
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<* pofe our fleet in thefe feas ; and our fending fo great a force

** into the Mediterranean has difappointed their defigns, and

*' leaves us a profpecl of further fuccefs." He recommended

to them, at the fame time, early and efre£tual fupplies, and the

paffing fome good law for the encouragement of feamen. The

commons received thefe propofitions very chearfully, and ha-

ving examined the eftimates that were laid before them for the

next year, voted a fupply of 2,382,712!. for the navy, which

fufficiently fhewed how eafy it was to engage the nation to give

•money, when they had any tolerable profpeft of feeing it well

laid out''.

The death of queen Mary, which happened towards the lat-

ter end of the year, ferved not only to damp the fpirits of the

people, who had a wonderful affection for the perfon of that

princefs, but to give the enemies of the government an oppor-

tunity to attempt diftrefling the nation, by pretending that the

parliament was legally dilTolved by her m.ajefty's demife^ This,

however ftrange and lingular, was the fentiment of her majefty's

uncle, the earl of Rochefter, and of fome others; but certain-

ly it was very ill founded. The executive part of the govern-

inent was, by law, in king William only, though the title, as

well as the right, was declared to be in their majefties jointlv.

The calling of a parliament was certainly an acl of the execu-

tive power, and confequently it ought to have been underftood

in law as the fpecial and immediate a£l of the king, though the

•writs ran in the joint names of both their majefties, as all other

n£ls of Hate did, yet without impeachment or diminution of

the king's authority. Upon this principle, and no body's fc-

•3 Kennct's hirtory of England, v>!. iii. p. 655. Burnet's hiftory o'' his

own time?, vol, ii. p. ijx. Prefctit Rate of Europe for November 1594, p. 376.

Chandler's debate?, vol. li. p. 445.

' This excel.ent princefs was taken ill at Kenfingfon, on the twenty-firfl of

December, 1594. I^t^r didempcr proved to be the fmall pox; a malady ex-

tremely fatal to her family, and which might therefore be fiippoied to make t! e

greater impirfTion jip->n her fpirits; this, joined to a bad cor.rtifii ion, and, as

time fav, the ill management of her principal pbyfician, brought her to her end

in the fpace of a week. She w^s, at the time of her deccafe, in the thirty-

third year of her age, and in the fixtb of her reign. She wdS exceedingly la-

mented at home and abro.id j and her de-th at this ju.-.dlurc, was a gteat difad-

vantage t= her i'ubjcfts,

condinpr
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cpnding the earl of Ptochefter in his motion in the houfe of

lords, the parliament was held to be no way affe£led by her

death, but proceeded in its deliberations as if no fuch accident:

had happened*.

It was then fuggefted, by fuch as difliked the adminiftration,

that the fending admiral RufTel with fo great a fleet into the

Mediterranean, keeping him there for fo long a time, and direct-

ing him at laft to winter in thofe parts, was contrary to the in-

tereft of the nation, an occafion of vaft fums being remitted in-

to foreign parts, and an a£l of too great complaifance towards our

allies. But, upon a long and fliarp debate, the houfe of lords faw

reafon to juflify this meafure, by a very warm addrefs to the

throne, in which they fay, *' That the fending fo great a fleet

*' into the Mediterranean, and continuing it in thofe parts, has

•' been to the honour and advantage of your majefly and your

*' kingdoms : and having fpent fome time upon confideration of

*< the condition of the fleet both at home and abroad, and of the

<' great increafe of the naval force and flrength ofour neighbours,

«* conceive it to be our duty to your majtfly and the kingdom,

" humbly to reprefent, that the honour and fafety af this na-

" tion, under the providence of God, chiefly depends upon
•' your ftrength at fea. And whereas, by the long continuance

* of this war, the nuniber of your fliips muft have been dimi-

f niflied, and thofe remaining greatly impaired, we think it of

" the higheft importance tp your majefty's fervice, and the fe-^

<* curity and intereft of your people, that you would be pleafed

" to give fuch fpeedy and efte£lual directions for the repair and

*' increafe of your royal navy, as may enable your n^ajefty not

" only to continue a flrength in the Mediterranean during this

" war, which may hz fuperior to that of our enemies, but like-

" wife to maintain fuch a force here at home, and in the Weft

s See Burnet's hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 140. It is evident, if

this could have been carried, and the parliament diffjlved, things mufl have

ran into the iitaiud confiinin; and therefore i: is amazing that any min, who
pretended the lead regard for his country, fhould efpoiife fo difJriiclivi; a (cheme,

even though his fentiments had been eppofite to thofe of the perfops intrufred

with the adminiftration. But the misfortune in thofe days was, that private ir.-

tereft, covered with pretences to party, boldly undertook whatever avarice or am-

bition dicftated, and often Injured the public from what they impofcd on the cre-

dul.us far public fpiiit,

« Indies.
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** Indies, ns fhall be a fccurity for our coafts and plantations,

** and a protection of our trade, and fuflicient both for the an-

f* iioying of our enemies, and for the prote«Si;ing and convoying

*^ all fucli {lores and provifions as mull be fent to the fleet in

*' thofe parts, upon the effectual and timely providing whereof

" the fdfety of that part of your majefty's navy does fo much
*' depend." This addrefs, which was prefented in the begin-

ning of the month of March, and to which the king returned a

favourable anfwer, fatisfied the minds of all the fenfible part of

the nation on this head, and reconciled them to the abfence of

admiral Ruffei, which otherwife they would not have borne but

with great impatience ^

A confiderable fupply being fent to the fleet in the beginning

of the year, admiral RuiTel refolved to fend a fmall fquadron up

the Streights ; it was compofed of fix flout frigates, and the

command given to captain James Killegrew, who had inftruc-

tions to prote^ our own trade, and to annoy that of the enemy.

Jn their cruize, on the i8th of January, 1695, they difcovered

two French fliips, viz. the Content, commanded by the marquis

du Chalard, of feventy guns, and the Trident, under count

d'Aulnoy, of fixty guns, between Cape Bona and the ifland of

Pantalarea, on the Barbary coait. The French men of war

miilook the Englifli for merchantmen, and bore down upon

them, but, quickly perceiving their miflake, endeavoured to get

away. It was four in the afternoon bclose captain Killegrew,

in the Plymouth, could come up with ilic.m ; and, the wind

being then calm, fhe alone engaged both the French fliips for

the fpace of more than an hoiu-, in which time captain Killegrew

was killed with a cannon-fhot. Then came up the Falmouth,

captain Grantham, who engaged them for near another hour,

till the other four Englilli frigates came in : whereupon the

French feparated, the Carlifle, Newcaflle, and Southampton,

purfued the biggefl; of them, and the Falmouth and Adventure

f The French took a great d?al f pains to piiblifh whatever was faid in Eng-

land again(t this rneiifure ^ and indeed they had good rea'on, linre all tliofe at-

gunienti were in their favour. The Kiifflifli fleet giving iiw to them in the Me-
•diterranean, vvinle cvir Tq'iaddrons bombardtd their ports on the ocean, funk their

pretcnftons to majitinie power fo Ioa. fiiat it isn.) wonder they were defirous of

proAfnoting the vif*-s of that patiy in flnf^Ii-nJ vvlii;') oppjfiJ ir.earurss To fatal

<o tbeir gl-'y.

the

1
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the lefTer, the Plymouth being forced to bear away for MefTina,

having loll her fore-top-maft, and her other mafts and rigging

being very much fhattered. The French made a running fight

the night following and part of the next day, when, their fliips

being difabled, and the count d'Aulnoy, one of their comman-

ders, with many of their men killed, they both yielded. One
of them, called the Trident, being leaky, and it blowing very

frefli, the Englifli fent her to Gorgonti, and carried the Content

to Medina, where they arrived the 2d of March. The Plymouth

had fourteen men killed, and thirty wounded, and there might

be about twice tliat number killed and wounded on board the

reft of the Ihips ". The brave captain Killegrew was interred ac

Melhna with all the honours due to his rank and merit "'. The
news of this aclion reached home much about the time that the

lords prefented their addrefs, which was a very fortunate circum-

ftance for the friends of the court, who m.entioned it on all oc-

cafions, as a fad^ which fully fupported their arguments. On the

other fide, a lafge account of this affair was printed at Paris, in

which the marquis du Chalard faid a great many fine things of

himfelf and his nation, but after ail admits they were beat ".

On the 5th of February, 1694, ^ great fupply of provifions

arrived from England, and foon after admiral RufTel detached

rear-admiral Neville, with a ftrong fquadron, to watch the mo-

tions of the French. In the beginning of April arrived the land-

forces, confiding of about four thoufand five hundred men, un-

der the command of brigadier Stuart and other experienced ofil-

cers, and with them came a large iieet of victuallers, and twelve

" Biirchet's memoirs, p. ijr6, 257. Columna roflrata, p. a(S4.

^'
I think my feir obliged to repirt from the m ouih of an cye-witnefs, a very

extraordinary circumllance in relition to this engagement. When captain Killt-

grew came up with the Content, the whole French crew were at prayer?, and he

might have poured in his br'adllde with great advantage ; which, however, he

refufed to do, adding this remarkable exprelTion, " It is beneath the courage of

' the Englifh nation to fiirpiize their ejiemits in fuch a poflure."

^ I Ihall not trouble the reader with any of the flouriflies in this or other

French acmunts of this affoir, bill content myfelf with obferving, that the itiiii-

ijuis du Chaiard fay?, the Content carried 54. guns, and 380 men, the Trident 42

guns, and 30-0 nnen, though in feveral of their own lines of battle, in the years

iSpz and 1693, 1 find the former to be a fhip of 64, and the latter of 60 guns;

which is r»fficicnt to (hew the credit d^e to thefe authors,

bomb-
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bomb-vcffcls y. The fleet then failed from Cadiz, and proceeded

to Barcelona, before which port they arrived early in the montli

of May, and found the Spanifli affairs in Catalonia in the fame

dedining way in which they left them, noiwithllanuing all the
,

prefling remonilrances which had from time to time been made |

by our admiral to the Spanifh court on that fuhjcct.

In the mean time rear-admiral Neville was fcnt to efcort a

body of Spanifli troops, which were to be tranfported from Fi-

nal into that province. He had alfo diredtions to apply himfelf

to the duke of Savoy, in order to be informed, whether, with

the affiftance of the fleet, he could undertake to invade any part

of the dominions of France, or to affift in a defign that was then

formed againfl Toulon. But his highnefs, being intent upon ta-

king Calal, declined entering upon any meafures ofthis nature-,

and therefore rear-admiral Neville was forced to content himfelf

^vith the execution of the other part of his inflru6lions, and re-

join the grand fleet with the SpaniQi troops under his protection,

which he very happily performed ^.

It was about the middle of the month of July, when the mar-

quis de Gaflanaga, the Spanilli governor of Catalonia, formed

the defign of retaking Palamos, in which he defired the affif-

tance of admiral Ruflel. To thispurpol'ehe made him a viflt on

board the fleet, where the admiral told him the fltuation things

were in, the necefiuy he was under of fending home Sir John

y Biircbet's memoirs, p. 168, 171. The Spaniards were all this while fulici-

ting for a convoy, and fometisnes exprcfTcd a good deal of Uneafincfs on accourt

of its not heing provided. Yet this was eniirely their own fault; for, while the

admiral thought there was no danger of the French coming out of TouTn, he

had prifTd tlii;m as much to for\v,;rJ their embarkation at Final, telling therr

rliiiily, that after a certain time, which he fixed, he fhould not think it fafe tt

fpare them a convoy. But they fuffered it to elapfe, and then grew jmpaticiit,

becaufe admiral Ruflel would not hazard part of his fleet, and all their f rces, by

fcndinp' the convoy at a time when the French fleet might have bsea at fei on

purpofe to intercept thir'n.

z This was one ?;reat end of fending admiral Ruflel into the Mcditfrranean :

f >r if, with the aflillince of the duke of Savoy, he could have undertaken any

thing afainft Marfcilh's or Toulon, it would have completed the ruin of the

French power at fea. Bur the duke was (o bent upon the conq'Jef} of Ci;al, that

hs could not be drawn to uiuUrtake any oihcr eiiterptize. Admire! RufTsl, as

foon as he undcrflood this, refoived to give him all the affiflancc pofTihl- in that

defign, and, by hindering the Fi-ench from fending any fuccours, enabled him

10 make himfelf mdrttr&f the place, which he could not othcr*ife have tdkcn.

Munden
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Miinclen with fome of the largeft (hips, ahd the impoflibility

there was of fuffering the troops to continue for above a week

or a few days longer on (hore. However, in fpite of all thefe

difBculties and difappointments, he alTured the marquis, that he

was ready to do the very utmoft in his power^ both by landing

the troops, and by fending in a fquadron of light veiTels to bom-

bard the place. In confequence of thcfe refolutions, the confe-

derate forces, conlifting of four thoufand Englifli and Dutch,

were landed ; the former under the command of brigadier Stuart,

the latter under that of count Naflau ^.

This was on the 9th of Augufl, and it -ivas the next day be-

fore they joined the Spanifli army, the very fight of which was

fufficient to difcourage them. To enumerate their wants, would

be tedious and unneceffary, fince in truth they were in want of

everything; andj if our people had not by accident brought

with chem fome pick-axes and fhovels on fliore, they could not

have intrenched themfelves j which, however, was very necef-

faryj fince the French had not only a good garrifon in Palamosj

but an army at leaft equal to that of the Spaniards, within fight

of the place. The bombardment, however, fucceeded better

;

the greateft part of the town and caftle were dellroyed : but the

admiral, being informed that the French fleet were coming out

of Toulon, thought proper to reimbark his forces^ and to fail

for the coaft of Provence, in order to watch the motions of the

enemy''.

a Burchet's memoirs, p. 17;. Burnet's hiflory of His own I'ltnts, vol. ii. po

JS4> '55- Columna rofVrata, p, 264, z6s.

b The French writers give us another account of this matter; they fay, that

the duke of Vendome, who commanded their army in Catalonia, finding himfelf

tbo weak to attempt raifirig the fiege of Palamos by force, had yet addrefi

tnough to effeft it by a (Iratagem. He fent a letter by the mafter of a fifliing-

bark, dirtied to Mr. Nauclas, governor of that place, acquainting him, that he

hiight depend on fpeedy reh'cf, the fleet having failed from Toulon in the begin-

ning of Scp'ember. The mafter of the fithing boat had orders to put himfelf in

the way of the Englifh, which he did ; and the admiral, being deceived by this

letter, failed immediately for the coaft of Provence. Hift. militaire, tome iii.

p. 178. yet, fuppofing this faft to be true, the French had no great CHufe to

boaft; for Palamos was reduced to I'o miferable a condition by being bombarded,

that the duke de Vendome thought fit foon after to withdraw his garrifon, and

blow Hp the reft of the fordfications.

Vol. IL 3 G After
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After his departure from the coaft of Catalonia, the admiral

met with exceeding bad weather, which hindered him from ac-

Gomplifliing feme tilings he had in view. He found alfo, that his

hiteltigence as to the defigns of the French had not been very

exafty and therefore thought it advifabJe to retire down the

Streights 5 which he did, and arrived, towards the latter end of

rhe month of September, in the bay of Cadiz <=. There he made

the neceiiary difpofitions for fecuring our trade in the Mediter-

ranean from any interruption, by leaving a fufficlent force to

fruftrate the defigns of the enemy, and even to afiift the Spa-

niards, in cafe they {hew^d any greater care of their own con*

cerns after bis departure than they had hitherto done : and,

having taken thefe precautions, and given proper inftruiflions to

Sir David Mitchel, rear-admiral of the red, who was to be left

with a fquadron of three and twenty fliips of the line, befides

frigates and bomb-veflels, he turned his thoughts entirely to the

carrying the reft of the fleet back to England, moft of the great

Ihips being very foul, and many of them but indifferently man-

ned. This delign he very happily accomplifhed, arriving in No-

Tember with twelve fail of great fhips, exclufive of the Dutch,

a frigate or two, and fome fire-fhips, on our own coaft''.

We are now to confider what pafFed at home, and how thofe

meafures were profecuted, which had been concerted for hum-

bling the French in the ocean. Our attempts the year before

had not indeed anfwered the fanguine expectations of ignorant

people, who imagined that they were not to have left a houfe

iVanding on all the French coaft, and on the other hand feemed

but to juftify too well what fuch as were heft ilcilled in maritime

affairs had advanced as to the impoffibility of performing any

great fervices in the way of bombarding
;
yet it was refolved,

that this fliould be purfued^. The great men in the cabinet,

amongll whom was the famous earl of Sunderland, perhaps the

ableft rninifter of his time, thought themfelves better judges of

thefe matters than either the feamen or the people, and while

they were able to fliew their own force for the prefent, leffen

the French power for the future, and give infinite uneafinefs to

c Prefent flare of Europe for itfpj, p. 335. d Burchct's tnemoirs,

•p. iSs, i8(J. Mcrcurc hiftorique et politique, tome xix. p. jSo, * Bur-

tici'-i lACUity vt his o«fn limes, vul. ii. p. 107, loB-.

the
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tlie whole French nation by fuch expeditions, the expence dS

them, though confiderable, was, in their judgments, very far

from being thrown away.

They were, befides, very fenfibk, that nothing could enable

us and our allies to continue the war with any profpe6l of fuc-

cels, but our making fuch ufes of our fleet as might lelTen the

vifihle fuperiority of the enemy's forces by land. This had been

efte<5\ually done by admiral RuiTel while he continued in the

Mediterranean j for though he found it impolhble to enable the

Spaniards to do any thing, who had little or rather no force at

all, yet he had villMy prevented the lofs of Barcelona, and in-

deed of all Catalonia, which nothing but his prefence could have

kept, either this year or the laft, out of the hands of the French,

and the bombardments of lafl: year had fr<uftrated all the French

fchemes, and kept their whole naval force ufelefs in their ports,

which had been otherwife em'ployed to our prejudice i".

The fleet intended for this fervice was in fuch forwardnefs by

the middle of June, that the lord Berkley of Stratton, who was

to command it, had orders to repair on board. On his arrival

at Spithead, a council of war was called, in order to confider

what fhould be flrft undertaken; and, upon mature deliberation,

it was refolved, that there was the greateft probability of fuc-

ceeding againft St. Maloe's. Bat the Dutch admiral Allemonde

having acquainted lord Berkley, that he had the king's abfolute

orders to conflder the projc£l: for attacking Dunkirk before all

others, this occafioned a frefh delay. However, when it was

propofed that the Dutch Ihould a£l feparately in this laft under-

taking, it was by them declared impracticable, and a full refolu-

tion taken to execute immediately the deiign againft St. Maloe's «.

With this view the fleet failed on the twenty-third of June;

and on the fourth of July lord Berkley, with all the jQiips under

his command, came before the place, and began inftantly to

bombard Quince-fort to the weflvvard, and the battery, raifed

by the enemy to the eailward, on point Danbour, between

f This is the judgment of fome of the bed political writers of tiiofe times : and

indeed, if we confider fa,£ts, we cannot Init be convinced, that it was better for

us to ahrm and burn the French coaft, than to fufler them to alarm and bura

ours, as they did fome years before.

8 Burchet's memcirs p. »P3. Kennet, Burncl..

3 G 2 which
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which 13 the channel of the town. The firft fervice was per-

formed by colonel Richards, who bad three Englifh and two,

Dutch bomb-veiTels under his command, and the latter was com-

mitted entirely to the Dutch, who employed therein four bomb-

veflels for many hours. On the fifth, every thing being ready

to attack the town, lord Berkley, about four in the morning,

gave the fignal. Upon this captain Benbow went on board the

Charles galley, and hoifted a flame-coloured flag, and immedi-

ately after, the Englifh and Dutch frigates, appointed to guard

the bomb-veflels, entered the channel, and came to an anchor

within a mile and a half of the town, having colonel Richards,

with the bomb-vellels, in a line before them. About fix the

bombardment began. All this time the enemy fired very

warmly from the fhore, from the batteries on the great and litr

tie bay in the ifland of Danbour, from Fort-Vauban, Fort-

^oyal, Fort-Quince, ^c, their gallies and boats taking alfo the

opportunities of the tides, and rowing fometimes fo near as to

gall with their fmall fhot the line of bomb-veffels. Yet, in fpite

of th^s interruption, the bombardment was fo vigoro.ufly pur-

fued, that about eight o'clock a great fire broke out in the eaft

part of the town, and vafi: clouds of fmoke were feen ai'cending

in feveral places. Lord Berkley, admiral AUemonde, and Sir

Cloudeflcy Shovel, came in their boats to encourage the feamen,

and exprefled much fatisfa^ion as to the manner in which the

attack was difpofed.

An Engliih and Dutch fire-fl^ip fet the wooden fort on th^

Quince rock on, fire, which burnt for two hours ; and about four

in the afternoon a great fire broke put in the well: part of th?

town. By feyen in the evening the bomb-veffels had fpent theif.

whole cargo of nine thoufand bombs and carcafles, and therefore

the fignal was rnade to put to fea. This enterprize was executed

by fix Englifla and four Dutch men of war, nine gaUiots, four-

teen flat-bottom boats, and two bri_gantines. The lofs fuftained

by the enemy's fire vvas fixty mep killed and xyounded, a bomb-

Veflel called the Terrible, fo fliattered, that they were forced to

iet her on fire, two boats, and three or four bairks funk. The
1^0111bardment lafted foniewhat more than eleven hours, with all

tjhe fuccefs that could pofifibly be ejipc(fted, a great part of the

place being burnt, and the enemy reduced to the neceifity of

blov/ing
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flowing up feveral houfes, to prevent the whole from being

deftroyed *".

The French accounts do indeed contradift thefe ; but, at the

fame time, they are fuch as cannot either raife the reputation of

France, with impartial judges, or difcredit what has been ad-

vanced on this fubje£t by the Englilh and Dutch. M. Quincy

tells us, that the court appointed marfhal Choifeul to command
on the coaft of Britany. At La Hogue he had two battahons

of marines, three of militia, a regiment of horfe, and a regi-

ment of dragoons ; and, befides thefe, he had a numerous corps

de rcferve. M. d'Eftrees commanded in the neighbourhood of

Rochelle another conliderable body of forces. The care of

Breft, and the adjacent country, was committed to M. Vaubon,

who had a fpecial commiflion to enable him to command the

marines, of which there were twenty-two battalions on the

coaft. All this fhews how apprehenfive the French were of

thefe vifits, into what confufion they put them, and what mighty

expences they were obliged to be at, in order to provide againft

their cffedls.

As to this particular affair of St. Maloe's,. the author before-

nientioned is pleafed to fay, our fleet confifted of feventy fail,

of which twenty-five or thirty were line-of-battle fhips. He
owns, that the bombardment continued eleven hours ; that nine

hundred bombs were thrown, of which five hundred fell in the

town, whereby ten or twelve houfes were burnt, thirty-five or

forty damaged, and eighteen or twenty people killed or wound-

ed '. Father Daniel gives us pretty near the fame account ; and

h Sec the London Gazette, N°. 3090 ; where, however, it is faid, that the

fleet failed on the twenty-firft; hut, in all probability, it put back again, and did

?iot fail till the twenty-ninth, as appears from the London Gazectc, N'^. 3091.

The account of the engagement I have taken from my lord Berkley's narrative,

publi(hed in the Gazette, N°. 3096, after comparing it with what is faid in Bur*

chet's naval hiftory, and the Dutch accounts; all which agree perfeftly together,

and therefore I can fee no reafon to doubt any of the faOs they contain.

i Hiftoire militaire, torn. lii, p. 313. But all that is faid there may be thus

accounted for. The French court always kept in pay a fettled journalift, who
Was inftrufled to heighten all their fuccefles, and to extenuate all their lofles, by
feigned relations ; which relations are fince reckoned proper documents for hifto.

ry; though at the time they were publifhed their true value was very well known,
and they very juftly dcfpifed, not abroad only, but even by fenfible people ia

Fiance,

both
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both agree, that two Infernal machines were fpent on Fort-

Quince, one to very little and the other to no purpofe". Yet,

when it is remembered that St. Maloe's was an old town, its

buildings moftly of wood, the ftreets very narrow, and the place

crowded with foldiers, it is not eafy to guefs how fo many

bombs could poffibly fall, and yet do fo little hurt ; and this in-

duced a Dutch journalift to fay merrily enough, that the Malo-

ins had taught their dogs (which every body knows they make

ufe of to guard their city) to take up the bombs in their mouths,

and run away with them out of town •".

After this affair was over, it was refolved, that a fmall fqua-

dron (hould proceed to Granville, a place of fome trade. This

fquadron confifted of eight frigates, and as many bomb-veflels,

r'iz. five Enghfh and three Dutch. On the 8th of July about

nine in the morning, captain Benbow anchored before the place,

and colonel Richards, about an hour afterwards, began the

bombardment, which laded till fix. in the evening, and then the

fquadron bore away, leaving this town all in flames, which is a

facl the French have never offered to difpute, though moft of

their writers flip it over without faying a word. On the ninth

the fleet appeared before Havre de Grace ; not with any defign

to attack it, but merely to alarm and harafs the enemy : which

having performed, they failed for Portfmouth, in order to make

the necefl^ary preparations there for an attempt upon Dunkirk,

the defl:ru£tion of which port would have given equal fatisfac-

tion to the Englifli and Dutch, both nations fufiering very much,

though not equally, by her privateers, which were the very

bane of all our northern and coafl: trade".

On the return of the fleet, four hundred foldiers were imme-

diately embarked, and Mr. Meeilers received orders to prepare

his machines, on the fuccefs of which the whole affair depend-

ed. After this, all the proper meafures were concerted with

k Journal hiftorique dc Louis XIV. p. iSi. Both his and the rrarqiii? de

Quiiicy's accoKrt, are copied from their Gazette^. "> Preftnt Hate of

Europe for ifipj, p. ajo, 171, 279. See vice-admiral AiUmonde's letter

to the ftates, dated July i8tb, 1695. Life of king William p. 410. Kennet's

hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 6go. " Burchet's memoirs, p. 198.

Burnet's hiflory of his own tiroes, vol, ii. p. 1^5. London Gazette, N^. 309^,

Mcrcure hiP.orique 5c politique, torn. xix. p. 1 13.

that
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that engineer. But, whether through fome backwardnefs irt

him, or from what other accident it is not very clear, fo it was,

that the month of July expired before the attempt upon Dun-

kirk was made. On the firft of Auguft lord Berkley fent in the

bomb-ketches, fire-fliips, and machijie-veflels, with feveral light

frigates and brigantines, to prote<^ them againft the enemy's

half-gallies, and other armed boats, of which they had a great

many. About nine in the morning the bocnbardment began
;

about two in the afternoon four fmoke-fliips were fent in, which

were burnt to little or no purpofe. The bomb-veffels, however,

continued firing till about fivCj and then with the frigates, ^c.

were ordered off. Several of the [hells fell into the rife-bank

and upon the pier-heads, and three of the enemy's half-gallics

were funk.

But they had, it mufh be allowed in all places made fuch

great preparations for their defence, with boats, booms, chains,

piles, and pontoons, with guns upon them, as rendered this at-

tempt altogether impraflicable. The French give a very long

and pompous account of this affair, upon which they ftruck a

medal, and, I think, do the Engliih more honour than any

of their own relations ; for they make the mifcarriage of this

attempt the effect of the courage and conduct of feveral of their

moft experienced fea-oflicers ; whereas our authors univerfally

afcribe it either to the want of {kill in Mr. Meefters, or to the

mifunderftanding between him and fome of the fea-officers j

which is the more probable, fince he deferted the fervice in the

night, and could not be prevailed on to take any fhare at all in

the fubfequent attempt upon Calais".

Lord Berkley, notwithftanding this difappointment, refolvcd

to profecute his orders, and coming before Calais, called a

council of war, in which it was determined to endeavour firfl:

of all to burn a wooden fort ere£led at the entrance of the picr-

° I have taken this acount, as thofe before inferted, from all the relations I

could meet with, cither of our own or foreign writers, particulaily that publiO;-

ed in the Gazette, N°. 3101. Burchet's memoirs, p. 198. The prefeiit (Jate of

Europe for 169J, p. 184. Qnincy hifloire milicaire de Louis XIV. tcm. iii.

p. 184, iBj. Rcincourt, torn. iii. p. 450, I.arrey, torn. ii. p. ijS. Journal

hiftoriqiie de Louis XIV. forP. Daniel, p. iBi. But eU they advance appe.irs

to be collcftcd from die ('.iiTtreur reiatio;is printed by authority, to amufe and

RKilcad the peofl.-.

heads.



424 NAVAL HISTORY
heads, which was furniflied with fourteen heavy cannon ; andj

with feveral other batteries, defended the entrance of the place

in fuch a manner, that it was abfolutely impofTible any thing

could be undertaken till thefe obftacles were removed. To this

end, colonel Richards was ordered to fill two well-boats witli

the materials of a fire-fhip, and to difpofe the boats for making

a formal attack. Several accidents prevented the execution of

this defign till the feventeenth of Augufl: in the morning, when

anchoring eaftward of the town, the bombardment began with

fuch fuccefs, that by noon the place was on fire in feveral parts;

About this time the enemy's half-gallies came out, and flood

along under the iLore, in order to break the line of bomb-

velTels ; but the frigates and brigantines flianding in, put thenl

into fuch confufion, that they retired with great precipitation^

and with much difficulty recovered the pier-heads. The bom-

bardment v/as then continued, without any farther interruption,

till about five in the afternoon, by which time fix hundred ihells

were thrown into the place. The magazine and the rife-bank

were intirely burnt, feveral houfes deftroyed, and many more

very much damaged ; with this particular circumfiance in our

favour, that, notwithftanding all the efix)rrs of the enemvj and

a prodigious fire from their batteries, we fufl:ered very little lofs j

only captain Olliorne, who commanded the Aldborough ketch>

was killed by a cannon-ball p.

M. Quincy alfe<Sts to treat this attack as a very (light things

afiTerting, that not above three or foar houfes were confumedj

and about as many people killed j and yet he acknowleges that

abundance of men had been ordered thither, and a great deal

of pains taken to prevent their fuffcring at all by this attempt j

which fiiews how great their apprehenfions were, and how
necefi^ary it was to calm the minds of the people by publiQiing

fuch accounts, but depreciates their judgments very much, who
took all thefe precautions, where (if they are believed) no mif-

chief could be done '*,

P London Gazette, N°. 3107. Burchet's memoirs, p. 303. Pointer's chro-

nclogical hillory, vol. ii. p. 413. Mercure hiftorique & politique, torn. xijJ.

p. i77- "l Hiftoire mil'.tairt, torn. iii. p. 189. P. Daniel journal hif-

lorique, p. 183. Mercuie hiftorique & politique, toni. xlx. p. 180. in which is

inletted the fjcjich relation ot this Dulincls.

This
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This was the laft attack of the kind that was made this year

;

and though, upon the whole, not only the Englifli, but the con-

federates in general reaped very confiderable advantages, from

their ruining in this manner all the enemy's coafts, while their

fquadrons were fliut up in their ports, and in no capacity to un-

dertake any thing, yet, on the return of the fleet, the council

thought fit to examine into the condu£t both of the officers and

engineers, who charged each other reciprocally with want of

incill, or want of zeal ; but, upon a long and ftridt examination

into the matter, it was found, that their want of unanimity was

the greatefl: misfortune; and it appeared fo plainly, that, by pro-

per management, the French ports might be ruined, notwith-

ftanding the mighty pains and immenfe expence employed in

fortifying them, that it was refolved to profecute the fame me-

thod ; and it was particularly recommended to Mr. Meeflers,

not only to be more careful in providing for the fupply of his

machines with whatever was neceflary for their acting effedlually,

but alfo to fecure a fufficient number of experienced pilots, for

want of which both the attempts on Dunkirk had mifcarried '^.

That refpc£l which is due to truth, and the information with-

out referve of our readers, will not permit the paffing over in

fjlence fome misfortunes that fell out this year at fea. When
the French court found that, notwithftanding the vaft expence

they had been at in order to raife a maritime power, they were

yet unable to look the Englifli and Dutch in the face, they, very

prudently gave leave to many of their failors to enter on board

privateers, which enabled them to diflurb our trade, and to

enrich themfelvesl The marquis of Caermarthen, who had the

command of a fquadron flationed off the Scilly iflands, was fo

unlucky as to miftake a fleet of merchant-men for the Breft

fquadron j whereupon, without taking any pains to be fatisfied

whether he was, or was not in the right, he retired immediately

into Milford-haveni which expofed the Barbadoes fleet in fuck

ia manner, that many of them were loft, two Eaft India fiiips

ivere taken at fea^ and three more were either burnt or taken

near Galway in Ireland, by fome privateers ailing under king

• See a more fatisfaftory account of this matter in our memoirs of the lord

i^.rkley of StraCton.

Vol. II. 3 H James's
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James's commifTion *. Thefe five fliips, blfhop Burnet tells- us,

were worth a million, and therefore we need not be furprifed,*

that by the lofs of them, which affefted fo many people, a great

clamour was raifed among the merchants.

The admiralty excufed themfelves by producing the inftruc-

tions given to the m.arq,uis of Caermarthen,^ and other officers

;

but, notwithftanding all that could be faid, it appeared incon-

teftibly, that the true fource of our loffes in this refpe£t, and of

the French fuccefs,. was theiT having fo good intelligence of all

our motions ; whereas it never appeared, that,, with all the mo-

ney fpent for this purpofe,. we hzd any tolerable accounts of

theirs. How far this was owing to their diligence and dexteri-

ty, and how far to our indolence and treachery, is what I (hall

not pretend to determine, but content myfelf with obferving,

that, in a time of war, no money is fo ill fparcd as that which

might be employed in gaining early notice of an, enemy's pre-

parations J for though their defigns may, yet thofe can never be

hid '.

But, in fome meafure to balance theie, we may have leave t»

mention a few a£ls of extraordinary courage and conduft, which

out own countrymen performed ; and which^ if it were for

their {angularity only, deferve to be remembered. On the 30th

of May, 1695, as one William Thompfony mailer of a fifliing

boat belonging to the port of Pool in Dorfetfhire,, was filhing

near the ifland of Purbeck, with only one man and a boy> and

perceiving a privateer of Cherbourg to bear down upon him,

he was fo far from avoiding the enemy, that he made ready to

defend himfelf the befl: way he could with two little guns, which

he had mounted, and fome fmall arms ; and with fo inconfider-

able a force behaved himfelf with fuch fuccefs, that in a little

time he wounded the captain, the lieutenant, and fix more of

the French, which fo difcouraged the refb, that they bore away.

But then, in his return, Thompfon gave chace to the privateer,

fired upon her for two hours together,, and at length made the

enemy ftrike, beg for quarter, and furrender j fb that Thomp-

« Mcmoircs puMics, Qnincy hirtoire militaire de Louis XIV. Reincourt hif-

toire (Ic I>ouis XIV. torn. iii. p. 479. ^ Burnet's hirtory of his own
times, vol. ii. p. 155. Kenneth Oidmixon, Prefent ftate of Europe, Life of king

William.

fon.
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fon, thus victorious, brought away the floop with fourteen pri-

foners, (of which the captain was one), having left two more

at Corfe-caftle, and carried her into Pool harbour. This pri-

vateer had two partareroes, feveral fmali arms and grenadoes,

and fixteen men. For this gallant exploit, the lords of the ad-

miralty gave captain Tbompfon a gold chain and medal, of the

value of fifty pounds, and made him a prefent aifo <d the velTcl

he had taken ^.

Their lordftiips, not long after, gave a like chain and medal

to Mr. "Wiiliams, who was lilcewife mafter of a fifhing-fmack

belonging to Whitfund-bay, for retaking feveral veflels after

they had fallen into the hands of French jrivateers "'. Thefe

rewards had fuch an eiFett, that captain Peter JoUiffe, in a

Imall hoy, called the Sea Adventure, perceiving a French priva-

teer in the ifland of Purbeck make prize of a fifhing-boat be-

longing to Weymouth, he boldly attacked him, though of three

times his ftrength, and having firfl obliged him to quit his prize,

afterwards forced him on fhore near the town of Lulworth, the

people of which made themfelves mafters of the veflel, and

took the crew prifoners; for which brave exploit, captain Jol-

iiffe was honoured alio with a gold chain and medal '''. Several

•other aftions of this fort gave reputation to the Englifh feamen,

^nd plainly {hewed, that nothing but divifions in our councils,

and fa<5lions in our fleets, hindered us from Succeeding in our

dellgns of making a defcent on the coaft of France, an-d re-

venging the injuries done our commerce by the privateers of

that nation: a delign every way juft and reafonable, fince the

French king not only furnidied thofe privateers with feamen,

but alfo employed his own Ihips in this kind of piratical war,

and caufed feveral medals to be ftrucic on the fuccefs of it: but

whether thefe will tranlmit his glory or fhame to pofterity, Z

leave ev^ry impartial reader to determine ^^

The

" London Gazette, N°. 3085. Pointer's chronological hirtory, vrl. ii. p. 411,

411. Prei'ent (late of Europe. w Loffdon Gazette, N". 3085.
" London Gazette, N°. 3089.

y I have always looked upon this as the ftrongeft proof of the reftitude of

ihofe councils, to which were owing the bombardment of the French coafls ;

and therefore I thinii it may not be amifs to give the reader fome inftances in

iapport of whac is dcliveied in the text. Every body knows how fond the

3 H » Frcncii
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The campaign in Flanders being over, king William returned

to England, and on the eleventh of Odlober arrived at Kenfing-

ton, and immediately after publiflied a proclamation, by whicU

he diflblved the parliament, and called a new one, which was

to meet on the twenty-fecond of November following ^. About

the fame time Sir George Rooke received orders to proceed

with all expedition to the fleet, with the fquadron under his

command. He was on this occafion declared admiral of the

\vhite, and admiral and 'commander in chief of his majefly's

Ihips in tlie Mediterranean, with inflrudlions to proted: the

Englifli commerce, to annoy the enemy, and, in cafe they paf-

fed the Streights, to follow them with the whole fleet, or a

ilrength proportionable to theirs.

Sir George parted from the Englifii coaft on the fixteenth of

October 1695, with feventy fail of men of war and merchant-

men under his command, and in thirty-eight days arrived fafely

in the bay of Cadiz. There he applied hirafelf with the utmoft

diligence to the fecuring the fafe return of the Turkey fleet, and

protc^ing every where the Englifli trade from the danger to

whicl> it flood espofed from the Ifrench privateers ; but, as to

the latter part of his inftrudions, he found himfelf fcarce in a

capacity to carry them into execution, the force he had in the

port of Cadiz being much inferior to the Ilrength he knew the

French king was o^ caufing the remarkaMe aftions of his reign to be recorded

by med If ; ond therefore their teflitnonjr is unexceptionaSle. On the takiri»

the India /hips, fi rmerly mentioiied, there was a medal flruck, reprefeiuing

!hefe vifTcss iiriading, and their cargoes taken from the flives who brought thcRj

on fhore, by a man completely armed, with this infcription. Indict hojiium cpci

iiUcrccptx ; t. c. The trcafures of the Indies taken from the enemies. In the

exergue, rCp;. V[*oi\ John du Bart'i deflroying a fquidron of Dutch fhips, an-

rtther medal appeared, on which was reprefented the Batavian lion, proHiate on

the ground, the rrenius of Holland fitting on his back, and looking with an air

of di/lrafticn towards a fliip at fea, with this legend, Incenjis avl cnpt'ts kojlium

r.avibus oneratis trigir.la, hcUich Iribus ; that is, Thirty mcrciiant (hips, and;

three men of war, belonging to thd enemy, cither burnt or taken. In the ex-

ergue, ad Tcxcllum, itfpj. A medal was alfo flruck on the fruitlefs bombard-

5:ig of Dunkirk, whicti Ihewed of how grest importance the French king thought

tiiat reft of pirates. Hirtaire de Louis XIV. tom. v. p. pp. Gerard Van Loon
h;floirc mctailique des Pays Bas, torn. iv. p. iii.

2 Prefcnt O.ite of f^nrnpe for i(5pj, p. 376. Pointer's chronological hiftorian,

vA, ji. p. ^:C, Ei'.riiet's Liflory of his oun tinieSj vol. ii. p. iCo.

French
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French had at Toulon, and therefore he was obliged to pro-

vide the beft he could for his fecurity there : many of the great

Englifh (hips, and moft of the Dutch under his command, be-

ing fo foul, that it would have been unfafe to have hazarded

them in an engagement. In this fituation Sir George Rooke

remained for fome time, and then received his majefty's com-

mands to return for England *.

We are now to enter on the tranfaclions of 1696, a year in

which both the French iind the allies were refolved to exert

their greatefl: ikill and utmofl: force for continuing the war,

though they were both heartily weary of it, ar.d had fufficient

reafons to wifh for peace. At home our party-debates rai>

much higher than ever. The Tories v/ere formed into a fixed

and conftant oppofltion to the government, making it a capital

point of patriotifm to perplc:? public affairs; the Engiifii mer-

chants were exceedingly uneafy at the lofTes they had fuliained in

trade, and all Scotland was in confufion on account of the oppo-

iltion given to the project they had formed for cftablifliing an Eaft

India Company, and making alfo a fettlement in the Weft Indies

at Darien. To thefe fources of uneafinefs there were added

many others, fome of greater and fome of lefs importaHce:

among the former may be reckoned the bufinefs of a general

re-coinage ; and, among the latter, an epidemic corruption,

which had fpread itfelf through almoft every office in the king-

dom, equally to the difcredit of the government, and opprefiion

of the people.

While, therefore, the parliament direfted its councils to the

finding out remedies proper for fo many and fo great evils, the

French were contriving (as indeed it was but natural they fhould)

how they might turn our domeftic difputes mofl to tf\eir own
advantage, and at laft projected the means to fet on foot a con-

fplracy here, while they were preparing there all things necefTary

for the making a formidable invaflon. Thus at the clofe of the

war they made, as their policy commonly is, vaft efforts, as well

in hopes of carrying their point, as to juftify their departure

' Burchet's memoirs, p. iS6, ipo. Pointer's chronological liifiorian, vol. ii,

p. 4i(J, 427. Mercurc hiftorique & politique, torn, xix, p. ^^^73.

from
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from it, in cafe, after fo bold an attempt, they (hould meet with

frefh difappointments ^.

It was pretty early in the winter that the French king formed

the projeft of invading England, and by this means reftoring

king James. But the firft fufpicion, that was had here of his

defign, arofe from his making a grand promotion of fea-oHicers,

and amongft them no fewer than twenty captains of men of war

;

which looked as if they did not intend to let their fleets be idle,

as they had done for two years paft : and what greatly alarmed

the nation was, that we had no confiderable naval force at home

to oppofe them *=. Their greateft preparations being at Toulon,

confounded our politicians not a little, and ferved to keep their

attention fixed to the Mediterranean.

But in the beginning of January, 1696, the French fcheme

began to unfold itfelf, by the early failing of a fleet to Dunkirk.

It was ufual for them to fend a large number of vicluallers thi-

ther in the winier , eicorted by a fmall fquadron of men of war.

But the fleet now fent was much greater than formerly, and the

fquadron, that failed with it as an efcort, confifted of feventeen

men of war. Soon after this an army of twenty thoufand men,

<lrawn with all poflible filence from the adjacent garrifons, was

brought down to the fea-coafts, and five hundred tranl'ports

provided with extraordinary diligence and fecrecy, in order to

carry over the greater part of them to England, while moft of

cfur large fliips were laid tip, and the refi: either in the Mediter-

ranean, or refitting here, in order to be fent thither <*. So that

hitherto all things feemed to favour the views of the enemy,

who were not a little rejoiced at an accident that happened at

Gilh'ngham in the river Med way, where the Royal Sovereign

took fire, and was totally confumed, though without prejudice

to any of the fhips which lay near her^.

It

b Ksnnet, Bur^"', Oldawon, Quincy, P. Daniel, &c. « Hiftoire mi-

fitairc de Lojis XIV. tomt iii. p. loi. Kennet, Burnet, O dmixon, Life of king

William, Sopplement to Rapin. Msfciire hiftorique et polititjuc, tome xx. p. 58.

London Gazeltf, N°. 316J, 3161. d Burnet's hidory of h.s own times,

TTtjJ. ii. p. 1S6. Life of king Vv'iiliaro. p. 447. Kcnnet's hiftory of England,

vol. iii. p. 704. Merco^e hjftori^ue e'. politiqDf, tome xx. p. jc-o.

' I have met wiiti rhs fjUowiog account of ths accideiu, wl/ich ii. very curiou?,

i.T a pocke: book oi sa Ai ibiroan, '*i,.'j Jtfiic liaic b(rl'ji>;icd 10 he;

;

" January
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It was the intention of Louis XIV. to have embarked at Dun-
kirk, 16,000 men, who were to be commanded by king James in

perfon, and under him by the marquis of Harcourt, then lieute-

nant-general, and afterwards marfliai of France. This embark-

ation was to have been efcorted by two flrong fquadrons under

the marquis of Nefmond and John du Bart, all which might

have been executed, if bad weather and contrary winds had not

prevented it. In the mean time the duke of Berwick, Sir George

Berkley, and fome other experienced officers, were fent over to

difpofe the malecontents here to perform their part in this under-

taking. But, when all things were fuppofed to be in perfect

readinefp, the whole fcheme was happily difcovered, and on the

twenty-fourth of February the king came to the houfe of peers,

fent for the commons, and in a fet fpeech informed them of the

whole affair f

.

At

" January 2^, i(,^6. The Royal Sovereign was the firfl great ffilp that was
*' ever built in England; (he was then defi^ned only for fplendour and m^gnifi-

" cence, and was in (ome meafore the occafion of ihofe loud complaints againft

*• fliip-money in the reign of king Charles 1. but, being taken down a deck
" lower, became one of the beft men of war in the world, and f<j formidabie to
*' her enemies, that none of the moft daring among them would willingly Iv by
" her fide. She bad been in almoft all the greaf engagements that had been
" fought between England and Holland, and, in the laft ftght between the Eng-
" lifh and French, encountering the Wonder of the World, ftie fo warmly plied
•' the French admiral, (hat fhe forced him out of his three-decked wooden caftle,

" and, chacing the Royal Sun before her, forced her to fly for flielier amon<T
" the rocks, where fhe becjme a prey to lefler veflels, that reduced her to afhts,

•' At length, leaky and defeftive herfelf with age, (he was laid up at Chatham,
" in order to be rebuilt; but, being fet on (ire by negligence, (he was, upon the
** twenty-feventh of this month, devoured by that element, which fo Inng and
• id often before fne had imperioufly made ufc of as the in(lrument of delhuc-
" fion to others/'

f As I do not enter any farther into the hiftory of thefe times, than is abfo-.

liitely necefTjry to the underRanding the fafts I relate, io I chofe to give thi?,

and other paiTages of a like nature, from the mofl authentic pieces I have met
with. The f llowing concife detail of the confpiracy was pnliliftied in the Lon-

don Gizette, N°. 31 (5i, with the king's ipeech, and the joint addrefs of bi'th

hcufes

:

" By the great mercy ®f God a difcovery has been made of a mofl horrid and
•' deteftable onlpiracy, in which many wicked and traiterous perfons wereen-
«« gaged to dfTaffinate his majefty when he went abroad. At the fame time a rifing

" was intended within the kingd m, and an invafion from France; to which
" end divers Fieach tfoops were drawn towards Dunkirk and Calais, and tr^-nf-

" port-
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At the fame time orders were given for afTembling, with the

utmoft diligence, the greateft number of ihips pcITible ; and ad-

miral Ruffel, after having affilied at a board of admiraUy, where

proper inflrudions were prepared, went down to Deal, and on

the twenty- fifth of February hoifted the Union flag on board the

Vi^orv, and in a few days ftood over to the coall of France,'

having under his command upwards of fifty (hips of the Hne,

EngHfli and Dutch, at a time when the French believed we could

not alTemble ten; which extraordinary expedition confounded all

their defigns, and rendered the invafion abfolutely impra<fi:icable,

after all the pains and expence that had been for fome months

employed about it^.

On the twenty-eighth of February the admiral came to an

anchor off Gravelin, with part of the fleet, and lord Berkley,

with a fquadron under his command, lay between him and Dun-

kirk. As the admiral pafled by Calais, he perceived the harbour

crow^ded with all forts of fmall vefl'els for the intended embarka-

tion of the French troops. As for the feventeen men of war^

which were to have efcorted them, thirteen were run in as clofe

to the pier of Dunkirk as poffiblc, and proved to be all large

fhips. Sir Cloudefley Shovel, with fome other experienced of-

ficers, were fent to look upon them, to fee if there v/as any pof-

iibility of burning them or not; but, after a long conlultatioii

with Mr. Meefters and the engineers, it was declared to be im=

*' porf-vtflels and boat? were got together at thofe places, of alt which hi» ma-

" jefty having received feveral concurring informations and advices, orders were

" given for apprehending the confpirators; many of whom have beeri already

" i'eized, and fuch ftrift fearch is made after the reft, that it is hoped tew or

*' none of them will cfcape the hands of juflice. The forces jn England are in

" a readinefs to inarch, and a confiderable body of lus niajefty's troops in Fhn-
•' ders iy ready to embark at Otlend. Admiral RufTel is in the Downs with a

" fquadron of his majefty's (hips, who will be daily reinforced by other men of

«' war from the river and Spithcad. And the care that has been taken for the dc-

" fence and fafetyof the kingdom will, we doubt not, with the blefling of Cod,
' be fufficieiit to difappoint the defigtis of our enemies."

8 On the twenty. fourth of February there were but eleven fliips in the Downs,

a'ld by the twenty eighth the admiral had with him one firfl rate, twelve third,

twenty-four fourth, and three fifth rates, befidcs fire-fhips, and the foliowirg

fl igs under him, viz. lord Berkley, admiral of the blue ; Sir Cloudtil;y Shovel,

vice-admiral of the red; Mr. Aylmer, vice-admiral of the liae : twelve Dutch

IhipS Under two rear-admirals.

praiflicable,
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^^radicable •, and thereupon the admiral determined to quit th;\t

ftation, and return into Dover road, leaving afquadron under Si;-

Gloudefley Shovel to watch the motions of the enemy ^.

This fquadron continued cruizing in the Downs all the month

of March, without attempting any things but, towards the end

of the month, being reinforced with feveral Dutch (hips, flre-

fliips, and bomb-vefiels, he received orders, on the fecond of

April, to undertake the bombardment of Calais j in purfuance of

which, he immediately came before that town, and made the

neceflary difpodtions for executing thofe orders. On the third

the bomb-veflels began to fire about noon, and continued firing

till evening, in which time above three hundred bombs and car-

cafTes fell either in the town, or among the fhips in the harbour,

with fuch efrecl as to kindle fires in both, and muft certainly

have done a great deal of mifchief '. But as moft of the bomb-

velTcls and brigantines had their rigging deftroyed, and their

mortars difmounted, (the wind too blowing very hard from**t:he

fliore), Sir Cloudefley Shovel, having left a fquadron to keep in

the French men of war at Dunkirk, returned into the Downs,

where he received orders on the i ith of April to join the grand

fleet at Spithead. But, before he could execute thefe orders,

3ir George Rooke arrived in the Downs with his fleet from the

iStreights, and took upon him the command '^.

All the views of France were now totally difappointed, and

the Englifh ftrength at fea become fo formidable, that they were

able to undertake little or nothing againfi: it. Yet, to keep up

the fpirits of the people, and in fome meafure to embarrafs the

Englifh and Dutch, orders Were difpatched to the Toulon fqua-

dron, direfting that it fliould immediately fail into the ocean

;

and at the fame time John du Bart was commanded to proceed

put of the harbour of Dunkirk, with eight men of war and ttt'o

fire-fhips. In the mean time Sir George Rooke arrived at Spit-

^ Burchet's menr^irs, p. jij. ' Rennet's hiftory of England, vol. iii.

p..7io. Buri'et's hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 179. London Gazette,

N^. 3173. Mcrcure hifl )rique, tome xx. p. 4<5i, 47 J, 54*- Memoires hifloriques

et chrofiol'giques, Reincourr, tome iii. p. 485. ^ Burchet's naval hidory,

P- S39, SA°' TKe prefent ftace of Europe for the months of April and May,

J696. Pointer's chronological hiltorian, vol. ii. p. 416. See our memoirs of

Sir George Rooke. London Gizette, N°. 3174, 3180,

Vol. ii. q I head.
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head, after having detached feveral of his cleaneft ftiips for par--

tjcular fervices, receiving there acommiffion appointing him ad-

miral and commander in chief of the fleet. His inftrutlions were,^

to ly in fuch a ftation as fliould be mod proper for preventing

the Toulon fquadron from getting into any of the ports of

France ; upon meeting them he was to fight, and,, upon his re-

ceiving notice of their getting into any port, he was to ufe his

otmoil endeavours to burn or deftroy them there ; or, in cafe

he had intelligence of their getting fafe to Breft, he was then

to return to Torbay, and to remain there till he fhould receive

orders.

On the fourteenth of May, 1 6^6, Sir George Rooke with the

fleet, being on the coafl: of France, received certain intelligence^

that the Toulon fquadron was fafely arrived at Breft. Upon this-

he held a council of war^ wherein it was relblved, that, as many

of the largeft fhips in the fleet were very foul, and the whole

much inferior to the combined fquadrons in the harbour of

Breft, they flwuld immediately purfue the laft part of their in-

ftruclions, and return to Torbay ; which accordingly they did,,

and there the fleet was foon reinforced to the number in the

whole of one hundred and fifteen fail, of which no fewer than

eighty-five were of the line of battle '.

A i-efolution having been taken in the privy-council as to the

bombarding the French coafts, orders were fent to Sir George

Rooke,. towards the latter end of the month of May, to return

to the fervice of the board as one of the lords of the admiralty^

it being intended to intruft the fleet, or at leaft fuch a part of it

as ftiould be employed in the before-mentioned fervice, to the

care of the brd Berkley of Stratton, who had behaved fo gal-

lantly the year before. Thefe orders reached Sir George Rooke

on the twenty-feventh of May, 1 696 ; but,, before he returned

to London, he received advice, that feventy French men of war

were adlually lying in Camaret-bay, with three blue flags, and

a white one flying,, of v/hich he not only gave advice to the ad-

miralty, but, on his coming to town, addrefled himfelf to the

duke of Shrewibury, then fecretary of ftate, to whom he made

the following propofal

:

1 Burchet's memoirs, p 34i<

« That
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' « That the body of the fleet fhould ly in Camaret and Ber-
'** theaume bays, and a detachment be made to fuftain the fmall

** frigates and bomb-vefTels, while they went in to do what
** mifchief they could. It was his opinion, that thus blocking

** up the enemy's fleet in their principal port, infulting their

** coafts, and burning their towns all at the fame time, would

*< expofe them exceedingly to the world, make them very un-

" eafy at home, and give high reputation to his majefty's arms,

** And all this he believed might be done, if ipeedily under-

** taken, with the afliftance cf fome fmall frigates, which were
•* much wanted."

If this fcheme had been immediately purfued, it might in all

probability have been executed with fuccefs. But, after being

laid before and examined by the privy-council, it was at laft fent

down to the fleet to be reconfidered there by a council of war,

when lofs of time, and other accidents, had rendered it lefs

practicable, and tiaerefbre we need not wonder that, upon this

reconfideratien, it was rejeCled'^.

Lord Berkley hoifted the union flag on board the Bi-itannia on

the third of June, 1696, the fame day that Sir George Rooke

fet out for London ; but he foon foulid, that, notwithftanding

his commifTion, he was veiy far from having the command of

the fleet : for having propofed to a council of war the attacking

of Breft, which was the projeft approved by the privy-council,

they refolved, that it was in their opinion impracticable, as on the

fixteenth of the fame month they did the fame as to the propofal

cf Sir George Rooke, before-mentioned. His lordfliip being

determined, however, not to remain any longer inaftive, failed

en the twenty-fourth for the French coafl". On the third of

July the admiral fent the Burford and the Newcaftle, with a fire-

fiiip, to the illand of Groy, with orders to land. On the fourth

the fleet came to an anchor about two leagues from Belleiflcj,

"1 Burchet's naval hiflory, p. 545. Memoirs of Sir George Rooke. Hiftory

of the laft war. Though this propofition did not turn to the nation's advantage,

yet it Was of fome ufe to Sir George himfeif, when, as we fliali hereafter obferve,

itliC boiife of commons inquired into the conduft of the fleet, and at the fame

time into his behaviour.

'O London Gazette, N°. 3197. Burchet's memoirs, p, 342. Kennet's hiflory

pi England, vol. ili. p. 710.

3 I 2 zn4
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and barges and pinnaces were immediately manned, in order to

make a defcent upon Hoat, one of the iflands called Cardinals,

which they performed, ravaged the whole ifland, and burnt the

only town that was upon it : they did the fame in the illand of

Hodicke, and brought off a great number of cattle. On the fifth

a great reinforcement was fent to captain Fitzpatrick, who had

landed in the ifland of Groy, where they deftroyed twenty vil-

lages, containing about thirteen hundred houfes, took a (hip

from Newfoundland, and twenty fmall veffels, and carried off

about fifteen hundred horfes and black cattle °.

The fame day Sir Martin Beckman, who was fent to bombard

the town of St. Martin's in the ifle of Rhee, performed his com-

mifllon very exa6lly, throwing, in the fpace of one night, two

thoufand two hundred and thirty bombs and carcafles into the

place, by which the befb part of the town was intirely burnt

down, with all their warehoufes, and the goods contained in

them, notwirhftanding the place was very well fortified, and our

fquadrons fufirained a very warm fire all the time. On the fe-

venth the fame fquadron, which confifled but of ten men of war,

bombarded Ollonne, and in the fpace of a night threw into it

almoft two thoufand bombs and carcafies, which had fuch an

effetSt, that the town was feen to be on fire in fifteen places at

once P. After this the admiral, not finding it convenient to land

on Belleifle, continued to alarn^ the French coaft till towards the

latter end of the month; and then, through want of provifions,

and the weaknefs of the fleet, occafioned by making feveral de^

tnchnicnts, he found himfelf under a neceflity of returning ta

Spithead ''.

The French afTef^ed to ridicule thefe, as they had done for-

iner bombardments, and the fame humoui: feems very unaccount-

ably to have pofTefied abundance of people at home. Even

Mr. Burchet, fpeaking of my lord Berkley's exploits, calls them

" I hsve ftJ'owed in the text the orthography of lord Berkley's relation, as it

:s printffi in the Gazette, N°. 3103. but the proper names rf thofe iflands are

GrouaiSjUnnaf, ilcydic. The admirat certainly a(fted right in. landing where he

Tiiioht do mod niilchicf, and cxpofe his men Icaft.

P London Gazette, N°. 4*04. Pjintcr's chronological hiflory, vol. ii. p. 431.

Life of king William. Prefent ftate of Europe fur 1G5C, p. 231. <i Eur-

r^>ei'5 nav..! hiftarr, p. J47, 548.

1,1TTLE
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LITTLE ENTERPRizES ; and yet nothing IS more certain, than

thfit the French were grievoufly affected by them, their country

|)eing kept in a perpetual alarm. This the reader will eafily dif-

cern, when he is told, that between Breft and Gou^et there were

forty batteries erected on one fide, and twenty-five on the; other ;

that on thefe batteries were mounted nineteen mortars, and four

hundred and eighty-nine pieces of heavy cannon, and above fixty

thoufand men, quartered up and down on the coafts to prevent

the bad effects of an invafion. If France had been under no con-

cern, fuch precautions would never have been taken ; if (lie was,

the bombardment that fpread this terror muft not have been fuch

flight things as fome writers endeavour to reprefent them, or,

if they were, what were thofe whom they fo frighted?
It is agreed on ail hands, that the care taken this year of our^

trade was fo great, and the orders of the lords of the admirahy

were fo well executed, that our feveral fleets of merchantmen

returned fate, notwithflanding the French made it their princi-

pal bufinefs to intercept them. In two inftances, indeed, we were

fomewhat unlucky : the firft was in Newfoundland, of which

an account will be given elfewhere : the other in refpe£t to the

Dunkirk fquadron, of which the following 'is a very exacl ac-

count ; In the month of May, 1696, rear-admiral Benbow had

the command given him of a fmall number of fliips, with orders

to prevent Du Bart from getting out of that port. When the

rear-admiral arrived before it, he found the French fquadron

ready to fail, and his own too fmall to guard both the eaft and

north channel. He did, however, his beft ; but the weather

proving hazy, and he cruizing before the north channel, Du

" Hiflolrc militairc, tome ili. p. 276. Memoires hiftor)i}ues et throiiologiqnes,

P. D-Kifl. Burchei's naval hirtory, p. 548. But M. Dtvilc, the French gaz»t.

teer, excfcds them all in his account of the matter. The exploits of the Englifb,

fays he, are fo extravagant, that they are fcarce credible, and their expeditions

fo pitiful, that they ferve only to excite fcorn and contempt. All ihey did during;

fheir ftay at Belieifle was to make a defeent on the illind of Grouais, a defence-

lefs place, where ihey burnt a few houfes, carried off a parcel of (hccp, bam-

ftringed 1 jo horfes, and killed the cattle in a church-yard : t'ney burnt alfo a few

houfes in the iflinds of Houat and Heydic, In fine, continues he, the very pow-

der they have fpent in thcfe fruitlefs aUfmprs muft have coft more ihsn the da-

mage they have done amounts to. This was certainly very proper news for the

court to pubiith, in order to keep up the fpirits of the peopl? ; but an hiftoiian.

furely defer vcs blame who copies after furh tc. author.

Bart
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Bart gave him the flip, and, having a fair wind, was quickly out

of reach ^.

Rear- admiral Benbow refolved, however, to purfue him, and

did To ; but the Dutch, for want of proper orders, refufed to

follow him. Du Bart in the mean time executed his fcheme,

"which was to attack the Dutch Baltic fleet in their return home,

which he performed on the eighth of June. This fleet confided

of upwards of one hundred fail of merchant-lhips under an efcort

of five frigates. Du Bart took all the men of war, and at leaft

half the merchantmen. In the height of this victory the out-

ward-bound Baltic fleet appeared in fight under an efcort of

thirteen men of war, who immediately attacked Du Bart, and

forced him to burn four of the men of war, and thirty-five mer-

chantmen, and to turn the fifth frigate, which had on board the

crews of all the reft, adrift, fo that flie was retaken ; but, ac-

cording to the French accounts, he came back after all with

fifteen prizes into the road of Dunkirk ^

Rear-admiral Benbow convoyed afterwards, with his fqua-

dron, our northern-bound fleet to Gottenburgh, and thence

proceeded to Hamburgh ; and, returning homewards in the

month of September, he had fight of Du Bart's fquadron, and

chaced him till he faw it was to no purpofe : however, he had

the fatisfaftion foon after of joining four Engliflu and eleven

Dutch Eait India fliips, which came north-about, and thereby

clcaped the French privateers, and luckily enough for them,

even Du Bart himfelf, though they muft have ]iad fight of his

fquadron ".

Thus ended the naval cperations of this year in this part of

the world, where Ave certainly difappointed all the French de-

figns, did them no fmall damage on their coafts, kept the belt

part of their fieets blocked up in their harbours, and protc£led

our trade better than it had been for many years part:
; yet in the

next fefTion of parliament, which began on the 20th of OcStober^

1696, one of the firfl things the houfe of commons did was to

enter into an inquiry into the late mifcarriages of the fleet, and

this expofed Sir George Rooke and Sir Cloudefley Shovel to

* Biirch»t's naval hifiory, p. 549, 5Ji. ' Hinoire rrtlitaire, tome Hi.

f. 27Q, Reincourt, tome iii. p. 4'59. Limiers, tome ii. p. 6c6. " Bur-
.ehet's nava! hifiorv, p. 571.

fcvera'
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ieveral ftri£l examinations, In which, however, nothing appear-

ing that could be conftrued either an omiffion or breach of duty,

the aflPair dropped, and the houfe afterwards voted the fum of

2,372,1971. for the maintenance of forty thoufand Teamen, and

of the two marine regiments, and for the ordinary of the navy,

and the charge of the regiftry of feamen ".

We are now arrived at that period of our hiftory, which na-

turally leads us to take a view of what pafl'ed in the Weft Indies

from- the beginning of the war to the clofe of the next year

1697; and, as our reafons for treating this fubjedl at once have

been already given at large, we fhall enter upon it here without

farther introdu£lion. The revolution took place in our colonies

as eafily as it had done at home, on a principle which was very

emphatically exprefled by one of our governors, who, when he

was fummoned by a man of war to fubmit to king William and

queen Mary, very fenfibly anfvvered, that, if they were king and

queen at Whitehall, they flxould be fo- there, and proclaimed

them immediately.

By this means the plantations were fecured againft every thing

except foreign invafions, and to thefe they were not long expo-

fed, fince, towards the end of the year 1689, orders were given

for fitting out a fquadron for Barbadoes and the Leeward Iflands^

under the command of captain Lawrence Wright, who was di-

redled to fail as foon as poffible, and had very ample inftru£lion8

given him". It fell out, however, in confequence of abundance

of unlucky accidents, that be did not leave Plymouth till the

eighth of March following. Arriving in Carlifle-bay on the

eleventh of May, i69'0, he found all things there in a better

pofture than he expected •, and towards the latter end of the

month, when his men were pretty well recovered of the fcurvy,

he failed for the Leeward Iflands, in order to affift general Cod-

rington, who was preparing for an expedition againft St. Chrif-

w See the journals of the feoufc of commons, Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Cfc.

* Biirchet's naval hiftory, p. 451. This iqoadron confifted of ten fail of me:.

of war, viz, one third rote, feven fourth, and two fifth rates, two fire-ftiips, and

a ketch. The duke of Bolton's regiment of foot embarked ou board it, and the

commodore was inftrudtsd to ufe his Left endeavours to fecure the Engiilh colo-

nies, a(Ii!t the Dutch, and diftrefs the French, in :11 which he was dire<fled to

lake the advice cf councils of war, ol general Codrington, (he governor ami

council uf Earbidots, £fc".

topher's.
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topher's, where we had been joint pCiTcirors with the French^

who had now driven us out, and had made themfelves mafters

of the whole ifland y.

The commodore failed on the third of June to Montferrat,

•where he was joined by the general from Antigua with fuch a

force as the Englifh colonies could fupply. Thence they pro-

ceeded together to Nevis, in confequence of a refolution taken

in a council of war, to make a defcent as foon as poflible upon

the ifland of St. Chriftopher. On the twenty-third Sir Timothy

Thornhill landed, with five hundred men, to the eaft of Frigot's

bay, and, having twice engaged and routed the French, marched

on to BafTe-terre, and in the way beat the French forces a third

time. This broke the fpirits of the enemy to fuch a degree, that

they gave general Codrington no dillurbance, when he landed

with three thoufand men, and marched the fame way. The fleet

at the fame time failed into the road, in order to batter the town

and forts, while the general attacked it by land. The French,

however, faved them the trouble, by abandoning the place, and

fetting it on fire. In about three weeks time the whole ifland

was reduced; and, the feafon of hurricanes coming on, the fleet

returned triumphantly to Barbadoes, and the deilgn of making

farther conquefts was poftponed to another year^.

In the month of January, 1691, the commodore received

frefli orders from England, directing him to flay fome time longer

in America; upon which he took up fix of the largeft merchant-

fhips, turned them into men of war, and on the twelfth of Fe-

bruary failed for the Leeward Iflands. There an unhappy dif-

ference fprung up between him and general Codrington, which

ruined the expedition j for though in the month of April they

y Durchet, Kennet, CJnmna rortrata. Hiftoire militaire P. Daniel.

''i- Burchet's naval hiftory, p. 5557 SS^> SS7. This was in fome mealbre owiog

to the (icknefs of the troops, and to feveral lliips being difabled, but wiS chiffly*

occafioned by the commodore's receiving orders to return to E-igUnd, which,

as we (hall fee, were very quickly countermanded. See alfo a true and faithful

relation of the proceedings of the forces of their inajtrties king Wiiii^m and

queen Mary, in their CKpedition againfi the French in the Caribbce iflands in the

'W'e{t Indiis, under the condi:£t of his exceihncy Chriflopher Codiiugton, cap-

tain general and commander in chief of the faid forces in the years 1689, and

irtpo, written by Thomas Spencer, junior, fecretary to the honourable Sir Timo-

tliy Thornliill, baronet, Londo.r, 1691,410. This fuccir(f\ and fenlible narra-

tive is addrcfiwd to admiivil Ruffe! ; London Gazette, K"". 1602.

landed
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landed In Marigallante^ and in a great meafure ruined that fet-

tlement, from whence they proceeded to Guadaloupe, and re-

mained there fome time; yet, on the news of a French fqua-

dron's being in the neighbourhood, they haflily re-imbarked

their forces, and refolved to abandon the enterprize, at the fame

time almoft that the French had determined to abandon the

ifland. boon after this, commodore Wright returned to Bar-

badoes, where finding his conduct univerfally difliked, he, un-

der pretence of ficknefs, quitted the command, having firft fe-

parated the fquadron to different fervices ; and foon after re-

turned, with very little reputation, to England^. A certain au-

thor indeed tells us, that he was lent home a prifoner, of which,

if it had been fo, I think fecretary Burchet would fcarcely have

been ignorant, and yet the contrary is exprefsly faid by him^

though he does indeed intimate that he deferred it^. However,

\ve hear no more of him or his deferts

!

The fame year foii'te other expeditions were undertaken againft

the French in this part of the world. The colony of New
England found itfelf fo liable to difturbance from the fettlement

the French had at Port-Royal, in Nova Scotia, that it was re-

folved to attack it, and that too as foon as the war broke out.

With this view, a confiderable Heet, with feven hundred land-

forces on board, was fitted out under the command of Sir Wil-

liam Phips, who failed from Nantafcot on the twenty-eighth of

April, 1690, and by the middle of the next month he com-

pleated his dellgn, and reduced Port-Royal and the adjacent fet-

tlements under the dominion of the Enghfh. His quick fuccefs

in this, induced the colony to undertake an enterprize of great-

er importance, which was no lefs than the reduction of Quebec,

the capital of the French fettlements in Canada. This was cer-

tainly a well laid fchenie, and if it had been executed with

tqual prudence, muft have turned very highly to the advantage

of the Englifli, as experience hath convinced us fince. The
colony (liewed on this occafion a very extraordinary meafure of

public fpirit, by railing no lefs than two thoufand men, whom
they imbarked on board their fleet of thirty-two fail, great

a Britifti empire in America, vol. ii. p. 54. Hiftory of the war, Prrfent

ftate of B,. rope, 1691. h Burchei's memoirs, p, i ij.

Vol. It. 3 K and
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and fmall, without demanding or expe£ling any afliftance from

hence *^.

With this force Sir William Phips failed from Hull, near

Bofton, on the ninth of Auguft, and arrived about the begin-

ning of September, before the river of Canada, but was there

Hnluckily, by contrary winds,, detained in fuch a manner, as that

it was tliree weeks before they arrived at Quebec. This gave

the count de Frontenac, governor there for the French, an op-

portunity to prepare for his defence, and of drawing all the

flrength of the colony to Quebec, which Sir William Phips ex-

pe6led would have been divided, by an army marching over

land and attacking Mount-Pvoyal fort, at the fame time that he

fell upon the city. This army was to confift of a thoufand

men from New York, Connecticut, and Plymouth colonies,

and fifteen hundred Iroquois. The Englifli marched as far a?

the great lake of Canada, but not finding canoes ready for them

to pafs it, and the Indians not joining them according to their

agreement, they returned j by which unfortunate mifcarriage

count Frontenac had no need to make any detachments for the

fccurity of Mount-Royal.

• Sir William fummoned the count to furrender the city, but

received a very infolent and haughty anfwer. On the eighth of

OcTtober the Englifh landed, under lieutenant-general Whaliey,

to the number of fourteen hundred, for to that number they

were now reduced by the fmall-pox, and other difeafes. In the

mean while, Sir William brought his fliips to bear on the weft

end of the city, waiting till general Whaliey fliould begin the

alTault. But this gentleman hearing that count de Frontenac

had four thoufand m.en within, and was provided to make a

•vigorous defence, notwithflanding the intreaties of the Englifli

foldiers to the contrary, rsfolved immediately to re-imbark. Si-

William expelling the fignal for their attacking the town on the

caft fide, fcnt a melienger on fliore to know the reafon of their

not giving the affault ; which when he underilood, and faw

many of the men were almoft frozen to death, to which we

may add, the colonel and orliers ill of the fmall-pox, he or-

dered them on board to refrefli themfelves j and calling a coun-

<^ Britifh empire in America, vcl. i. p. i*.

Oil
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cil of war, It was therein refolved to return. Thus ended tliis

fruitlefs expedition, which coll the colony of New England fo

large a fum of money, and as to which mighty expectations

had been raifed ^.

Several accounts have been given of this unlucky expeditiori;

but moft of them written either with a view to load the chnrac-

ter of -Sir William Phips, or elfe purely to excufe his conduiH:.

The bounds of this work will not permit an ample examination

of the whole affair, much lefs a recapitulation of what has been

faid on both fides. Yet thus much, 1 think, from an impartial

confideration of the fa£l:s ilated by both parries, it is my duty

to declare, that Sir William Phips intended well, and did his

beft through the whole expedition ; though, perhaps, he was

not, either from education or experience, qualified for a com*
mand of fo extenfive a nature. But, befides any miflakes he

might fall into, there were many untoward accidents which con-

tributed to fruftrate this d-efign, and therefore it is equally cruel

and unjuft to lay the blame intirely at his door. This is cer-

tain., that no man could be more fenfibly affedfed than he was

by this difappointment ; and yet he made it the bufinefs of the

remaining part of his life, to difpofe all things for another at-

tempt, in hopes the furcefs of that might efface the memory of

the former mifcarriage, and this ought to be remembered to his

honour '=.

In the latter end of Oflober, 169T, captain Ralph Wren,

who then commanded the Norwich, had orders to fail witli

that and two other fourth rates to Barbadoes, and from thence

to the Leeward Iflands, where he was to take upon him the

command of fuch (hips as were in that llation ; and his general

inflrudlions were, to fccure the trade and plantations, and to

annoy the enemy. He failed from Plymouth on the twelfth of

December, and on the fisteenth of the next month arrived ia

d See the life of Sir William Phips, by Nathaniel, pilblrfhed by Cotton IJa-

ther, region xi. Lahontain's voyages, vol. i. p. 155. Letter from New Eng-

l-ind, dated November 21, 1690, containing an account of the Q_ii<?bfc expedi-

tion. ^ Eritifh empire in America, vol. i. p. ii. The New England

letter before-mentioned, which was reprinted .it London in 1691, in 4to, with

remarks up^n ir, under the title of. The humble addrefs of -the publicans of

New England, to which king yoli pleafe,

3 K 2 Carl iHe-
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Carlifle-bay, in Barbadoes. He had not been there long, be^

fore he was informed, that the French had a ftout fquadron ac

fea, which had taken the Jerfey, that was to have been added

to commodore Wren's fquadron.

Upon the news of this, the governor and council of Barba-

does agreed, that two large merchant fliips fhould be fitted

out, in order to join the five men of war already under the

commodore ; and that with thefe he flioukl attack the French

fquadron, though it confided of nine fail. Accordingly the

commodore quitted Barbadoes on the thirteenth of. January,

r.nd cruized for about a week, but without feeing the cnemyj

and then returned. Another council of war being held, it was

therein refolved, that the commodore fhould proceed with his

fquadron, and the merchant fliips that were then ready, for the

Leeward Iflands. This he accordingly performed, and on the

twenty-firrt of February he fell in with a French fquadron of

eighteen men of war, from fixty to forty guns. They labour-

ed all night to engage hirn, and about eight in the morning, on

the twenty-fecond, they enemy having a frefh gale, and moft of

the commodore's fquadron not a breath of wind, four of their

ihips bore down upon the Mary, commanded by lieutenant

Wyat, who defended her very well, until the commodore could

come to her afiiftance. At the fame time, the Mordaunt, com-

manded by captain Boteler, with one of the hired fhips, and the

lingland frigate, commanded by captain Stuhbs, were warmly

engaged in the very midft of the enemy ; but they cleared them-

felves with all the bravery imaginable. The commodore find-

ing the great difproportion as to the ftrength, his fquadron con-

filling then but of feven (liips, and that the merchant fliips,

which were under his care, had taken the proper and ufual me-

thods for their own fecurity, he, after a warm engagement of

four hours, wifely provided for the fafety of the Ihips of war,

under his command, by bearing away. He did this, however,

%vith fo little fail, that he fecured the three fliips which the ene-

rny gave chace to ; and they, as much tired of his company,

readily fi:ood away from him. Thus, by a due mixture of cou-

rage and condu<Sl, the commodore faved his fmall fquadron, and

gained an high reputation, this having been reckoned one of

;he beft-condu£fed actions of the war. The gallant comman-

derj
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jjer, however, did not long enjoy that fatisfaftion which muft

necefTarily refult from performing fo fignal a fervice as he had

done to his country ; for as at the very time of the engagement

he was in a declining ftate of health, fo very foon after his dif-

eafe carried him off, and in Augufl following part of his fqua-

dron, under the command of captain Boteler, returned to Eng-

land f.

The government being very fenfible of the inconveniencies

refulting from their want of having a fufficient force in the

Weft Indies, refolved, in the year 1692, to put an end to the

complaints that had been made from moft of the colonies on

that fubjedl:, by fending a powerful fleet thither, under Sir Fran-

cis Wheeler, as gallant and as judicious an officer as any in the

navy. The fquadron he was to command coniifted of twelve

men of war, befides fmaller veiTeis ; and he was likewife em-

powered to take under his orders fuch fhips of war as he Ihould

find in that part of the world. He had under his convoy alfo

a certain number of tranfports, with fifteen hundred land-troops,

and had aflurance given him, that he (hould find another body

of very good troops ready affcmbled in Barbadoes; and, in

conjundlion with them, he had inftruftions to fall upon fome of

the French fettlements, which it was judged very prafticable for

him to reduce s.

Sir Francis left our coafts in the beginning of January, and

on the twenty-fixth of the fame month touched at Madeira,

from whence he failed for Barbadoes, and arrived there on the

firft of March. There it was unanimoufly refolved, in a full

council of war, that Martinico fliould be the place attacked

;

and advice was fent to general Codrington of the arrival of the

fquadron, that he might draw together the forces of the Lee-

ward Iflands, in order to join the regiments brought from Eng-

land, and the troops (about eight hundred foot) raifed in Bar-

badoes j to which Sir Francis Wheeler offered to join another

f Burchet's naval hiftory, p. 459. Brltifh empire in America, Life of king

William, Hiflory of the iaft war, Prefent ftate of Europe for kSjj, p. 181.

S The Qate of Sir Francis Wheeler's fquadron was this; two third rates, fiK

fourths, three fifths, one fixth, three fire-ftiips, a flore-ftiip, hofpital, and bomb-

vefTel. See Burchet's memoirs, p. 168. Life of king William, p. 365. Old-

mixon's hiflory of England, vol. ii, p. 88.

regiment,
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regiment, compofed of feamen, to be commanded as colonel by

him in perfon.

April the fifteenth, 1693, the fquadron, with all thefe troops

on board, arrived at Cul de .Sac Pioyal, in Martinico ; but, in-

ftead -of proceeding to perform without delay what they came

thither about, it was refolved, in a council of war, held on the

twentieth, that the men fliould re-imbark, and the fquadron i^iil

to Dominica, there to take in water, and to give the men, who

were very fickly, an opportunity of refrefliing themfelves. A$
the commodore was very fenfible this manner of a£ling would

be indifferently reliflied at home, he defired and infilled, that

every member of the council of war fliould give his opinion in

writing ; by which it appears, fcarce any but Sir Francis Wheel-

er, and lieutenant-colonel Colt, were for landing and acting

vigoroufly ''. The reafons advanced by fuch as voted for a con-

trary meafure, were, that the enemy had a faperior ftrength,

that one full third of our foldiers were Irilh Papids, not to be

relied on, and that hazarding an engagement in thefe circum-

ftances, was hazarding the whole Leeward Iflands, fince, in

cafe of a defeat, they had not a fufficient force to defend them.

Thefe were chiefly infifted on by general Codrington, who de-

clared, however, that he was ready to attempt Dominica, pro-

vided the fleet could remain in thole parts fix weeks or two

months; but this being inconfiftent with the commodore's in-

flructions, and the troops from Earbadoes impatient to return,

was not, indeed could not, be complied with'. Such was the

ifTue of this expedition, of which, in England, from the com-

modore's known character, there were hi^h expectations. How-
ever, it may not be amifs to perufe his own ftate of the cafe.

" On the 30ih of March the fleet failed from Barbadoes,

** having on board the regiments of Foulke, Goodwin, two
*' hundred recruits of Lloyd's, and the two Barbadoes regi-

*' ments of Salter and Butler; and on the flrft of April they

«' arrived at Martinico, and anchored in the Cul de Sac Marine,

li Burchet', rava! liiftory, p. 477. i The French made a grand
affair of this, and have drawn up fine accounts of their repiilfing and defeating

the Englifh, though there happened but two flight flvirmillies. Journal hiftoriqoe

de Louis XIV, p. 172. Jlidoire milit&irc, par M. Quincy, torn. ii. HiHoire de

Louis XIV. torn. j.

" the
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<f the fouth-eafl: part of the ifland, about a mile and half from
*< the fliore. Sir Francis Wheeler, colonel Foulke, comman-
<* der in chief of the land-forces, and colonel Lloyd, went in a

*' floop to fee for a convenient place, in order to land our men :

*' the enemy had feveral fniall parties along the fliore, from one

" of which a mufket-fbot ftruck Sir Francis under the right

<« pap, and fell down at bis feet, having only left a great con-

*' tufion,

" Orders were given for landing the forces, but the wind

** blowing very frelh, it was deferred till the fecond ; when»
" about nine in the morning, colonel Foulke landed with fifteen

** hundred men without any oppofition : the boats v.-ere im-

" mediately fent back, and towards evening the reft of the

*' forces were likewife landed. On the third they continued

" afhore, and burnt and deftroyed all the houfes and planta-

«• tlons about Cul de Sac Marine, moft of which were good
<« fugar-works •, the inhabitants and negroes flying into the

" woods. The fourth, the forces returned on board.

*« The fifth, Sir Francis Wheeler went afbore, with a de-

" tachment of five hundred men, in the bay towards the Dia-

*• mond, and burnt feveral houfes and plantations, and at night

" came on board again. The fame day a lieutenant of one of

« the Barbadoes regiments going afltore to a plantation without

*« order, with fix or feven foldiers befides the boat's crew, they

<« were way-laid by the enemy, two of them killed, and the

" reft taken prifoners.

" The fixth, lieutenant-colonel Lillingfton was fent afliorc

<^« with a ftrong party, to dcftroy the country on the fide of the

" bay towards the Diamond ; and having performed the fame^

«« returned on board with his men towards night. TheTeventb
«' the Experiment brought advice, that colonel Codrington v/as

" at fea with the forces of the Leeward, who joined us or»

«' the ninth and tenth, together with colonel Lloyd's regi-

" menr.

<« On the twelfth, in purfuance of what had been refolved

«' on in a council of war, the whole ileet weighed and failed

*« down towards Fort-Pioyal, and Port St. Pierre. On the
*f fifteenth we got into the bay of Port St. Pierre. On the

" fixteenth all things w.-re nrenared for landinjj our men, and

« the



448 N A V A L H I S T O R Y

*« the fleet came to an anchor within mufket-fl-iot of the fi)Orei

" Our men landed on the feventeenth, and our advanced par=

«' ties had fome llcirmilhes with the enemy. Colonel Foulks

" commanded an eminence to be poffdledi and fent out feveral

*« parties, who advanced into the country, deftroylng all before

« them.

<« On the eighteenth our forces pofted themfelves on a hillj

«< within cannon-fliot of the town of St. Pierre, and feveral

" field-pieces were brought afliore, which played upon the

" enemy, who by behind their entrenchments. On the nine-

*< teenth the enemy made a fally upon our out-guards, but were

«' repulfed by part of colonel Foulke's regiment, led by captain

*' Sprafi:on, and purfued to their trendies, where th^ officer

*^ that commanded them was killed. This party was fecondcd

*« by colonel Blackfton and his regiment} after which the ene-

*' my ventured out no more. Our forces continued afliore till

«' the tvventy-fecond, when having deflroyed great part of the

*» ifland, and our men growing fickly, it was, at a council of

** war, not thought advifable to attempt the fort, which is a

*« regular fortification, and very ftrong, but rather to imbarlc-

«< again our men and cannon ; which we did the fame day in

*' the morning, having had in the whole about one hundred

« and twenty men killed, and one hundred and fixty wounded,

*< with fome few officers.

" The twenty-third the fleet came to Dominica, and on the

*' fourth of May to St. Chriftopher's, where having watered^

*< they fet fail again on the eleventh •, colonel Goodwin died at

* Si. Chriftopher's, colonel Foulke at fea, with major Abrahaly

*' and feveral other officers."

Sir Francis, towards the latter end of May, failed for New
England, and arrived at Bofton on the twelfth of June"^. He
immediately propofed to Sir William Phips, then governor, the

attacking Quebec a fecond time. But though nothing could

have been more agreeable to that brave and public-fpirited man^

yet, as circumftances theft flood, he could not clofe with it*

Such an expedition required a itrength of four thoufand men at

leall, and thefe (having had no previous notice) the governor

k London Gazette, N°. ;poi.

could
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eouJd not poffibly draw together by the beginning of July,

>\'hich was the very lateft a fleet that was to be thus employed

could fail ; and therefore this gfand defign appearing every way
impradiicable, was dropt, even by thofe two men, who, of all

others, had it moil: at heart '. This difappointment determined

the conjniodore to quit Bofton as foon as poffible; and therefore,

on the third of Augufl, he left that place, and proceeded for

Newfoundland, refolving to attempt fomething there worthy of

the force with which he kft England, and the honour allowed

him of carrying the union flag, from a view to the advantages

which, it was not doubted, would refult to the nation from his

expedition.

On the eighteenth of Auguft he arrived at Placentia, and found

the enemy much flronger there than he expected ; for, in the

ifirft place, the town was well fortified j next, there were in thft

harbour feveral ftout privateers, the haven itfelf excellently pro-

vided with batteries, heavy cannon, bombs, isfc. with at lezd

two thoufand foldiers and inhabitants, well difciplined, and moft

of them old buccaneers. Sir Francis, however, was not to be

difcouraged ; he called a council of war, laid dc^wn the method

in which the place ought to be attacked at once by fea and land,

and took upon himfelf the going in with the men of war to bat-

ter the great fort, which was the moft dangerous part of the

undertaking. However, as there were eleven land to fix fea

officers in this council, they refolved the whole to be impoffible

and impraclicable. Sir Francis Wheeler was exceedingly cha-

grined at this new difgrace ; but, to fhew how httle this inacti-

vity agreed with his difpofition, he gave orders for deftroying

the French fifiiery at St. Peter's ; which was done efredlually,

and fo that it was not foon or very eafily recovered ™.

On the twenty-eighth of Augufl he failed from the bay of

Bulls in Newfoundland for England, where he did not arrive

till the elglncenth of Oilober following, his (hips in a bad, and

his men in a much worfe condition, fo that they were fcarce able

to navigate them. Yet, as unfortunate as this expedition proved

from tlrlt to lall:, Sir Francis Wheeler never fell under the leaft

i Burcl'iet's merr jir?, p. 173. "i Ibid. p. I71, 172. Britifh empire in

America, (.i^e ot King William. Prefent ftate of Europe. Hi:^ory of the war.

Vol. II. 3 L cenfure.
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cenfure. The accounts he tranfmitted home, joined to the letters

from the refpeclive colonies, and the extracts of proceedings in

councils of war, juflified him fo clearly, and fet hrs courage and

condnfl: in fo fair a light, that, when he arrived at Portfmouth,

he had the fatisfaftion of finding a commiRion appointing him

rear-admiral of the red-, a preferment, which, as it was obtained

purely by merit, fo it never expofed him to envy ".—But to look

now to another coaft.

The royal African company, finding rhemfelves much difturbed

in their trade by the new fettlements made by the French in the

mouth of the river Senegal, and having exa£t intelligence of the

fchemes concerted by that nation for extending their own trade

in thofe parts, and deftroying ours, refolved to exert the great

force they had in Guinea, to fecure themfelves from all thefe

apprehenfion^, by attacking the enemy immediaCely, in order, if

poffible, to the difpofTeffing them of their fettlements, before

they could gain any intelligence of the dcfign. If, on their

forming this proje<£t, they had applied themfelves to the admini-

ftration, and had either procured afliftance for the execution of

it, or aflurance of having their conquefts protected, they had'

certainly carried their point, and the French been beaten out of

that advantageous trade, perhaps, for ever.

But they were at this time fo much afraid of the enemy's pe-

netrating whatever was tranfadted at the fecretary's office, that

the African company refolved to rilk this undertaking, without

communicating their fecret to any body. Witii this view they

ient orders to John Booker, Efq; then their agent-general in

Guinea, to attempt, if he found it practicable, the execution of

the defign which they had formed ; and, that he might be fatis-

iied as to the authority upon which he acted, they fent him a

copy of the commiffion they had received from the king and

queen, impowering them to commit hoftilities, and annoy the

enemy in all places within their jurifdiction".

Mr. Booker, upon receipt of thefe letters and this commiffion^

immediately applied himfelf to execute what the company direct-

ed, and in the month of December, 1692, having drawn toge-

n Biirchet's memoirs, p. 174. ° ChBrchill's colle<Qion of voyages,

vo\. V. p. 418. Prefent ftatc of Europe. London Gazette, hereafter cited.
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titer a fufHcient force, he imbarked them on board the compa-

ny's fliips and floops, and, failing from the river of Gambia, ar-

rived in the mouth of the river of Senegal on new-year's-day,

1693 P. Having with fome difficulty got over the bar, he made
the neceflary difpofitions for attacking Fort Bourbon ; but the

governor, M. Dumoulin, knowing his own condition beft, and

that he muft foon be compelled to furrender, fent to Mr. Booker

to demaad terms, upon which he offered immediately to give up

the place. This propoiition was accepted, and the Englifli that

evening entered into poiTeflion of the fort, which the French

bad held upwards of fifty years.

Mr. Booker continued h^re till the twenty-fifth of the fame

month, and then imbarked his forces in order to make a defcent

on the ifland of Goree, the only place which remained to the

French in Guinea. He arrived there on the firfi: of February j

and, after alarming the enemy till the fourth, he in the night

landed an hundred men under the old fort, from whence he ad-

vanced to attack the new^ called the fort of St. Michael, a well-

fortified place^ furnlflied with tv/enty-eight pieces of caimon.

They made fome fhew of defending themfelves at firll; bur,

being indifferently provided with ammunition, about noon they

defired to capitulate, and on the eighth marched out with all mi-

litary honours, and were carried to James-ifland, in virtue of the

articles figned by Mr. Booker; from whence they were to be

tranfported into Europe on board the company's fhipping, but

at their own expence 'L

Affairs in the Weft Indies went all this time extremely ill

:

the French deftroyed our trade by their privateers, difturbed our

fettlements continually, and frequently made defcents upon them,

particularly on Jamaica, where they committed great havock^

and enriched themfelves exceedingly at our expence. The few

fhips of war we had in thofe parts were fo far fr-om being able

to defend our colonies effectually, that feveral of them were

taken by the enemy ; and, in fliort, things were in fo bad a

way, that the adminiftration at home thought the lofs of our

colonies no improbable thing, as appears by the inftrudtions

P M. Booker's letter in the c,jll«r£tion of voyages, that lias been before cited,

s Memoirs of the proceedings of the royal African company fr-jcn 1690, to 1701,

ty Mr. John Snow, London Gazette, N°. ipii.
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given to the commodores of the fquadrons, and the commanders

in chief of the land-troops ^ On the other hand, our good al-

lies the Spaniards were no lefs, or rather were ftill more diftrefTed

by the enemy than we; all trade between their colonies was de-

ftroyed, their coafts plundered, and every thing fubje£l to the

mercy of the privateers, that were equipped in whole fquadrons

from the French fettlements in Hifpaniola*. As I profefs to

fpeak truth without referve as far as I can difcoyer it, fo, upon

this occafion, I think myfelf obliged to fay, that thefe advantages

were not fo much owing either td the force or courage of the

French in thofe parts, as to the want of public fpirit and right

management in us, as well as in the Spaniards.

The French governors feem to have had nothing fo much at

heart as the glory of their country, and a juft difcharge of their

duty; whereas ours were generally involved in difputes with the

people they Oiould have protected, and much more intent on in=

creafing their own private fortunes, and that too at any rate,

than defirous of vindicating the honour of the nation, and fecu-

ring the properties of thofe they governed. In one thing only

they were commendable, that from time to time they made the

moft prcffmg inftances to the minillry at home to take more care

of our concerns in the Weft Indies, by fending proper fquadrons,

and with them fulBcient fupplies of land-forces into thofe parts'.

About the beginning of the year 1694 fome propofals were laiJ
before the council, for our undert.iking, in conjunclion with the

Spaniards, to drive the French out of the ifland of Hifpaniola.

To this there was at lirfl: fome attention given ; but afterwards

it being reprefented, as indeed the truth was, that the Spaniards,

at the bottom, were not either willing or able to join with us in

any fuch undertaking, it v/as laid afide. Other bufinefs inter-

vening, it does not appear either the council or the board of ad-

miralty thought any niore of the plantations till towards the lat-

fer end of tlie year, when they v.ere alarmed with the account

of abrilk attempt made upon Jam.aica by M. Ducafle, the French

governor of St. Domingo. He failed in the month of June with

three men of war, and twenty-three tranfports, having on board

« Baichet's nav;l hlftory, book iv cb. 8, 9, 17, ii. s Prefcnt flare o^
Europe f"-.r the year 1593. ' Hri::fh empire iii An.eiica. Hilloryofche

;}.<.0. and prefcnt !l.:i3 of jama;:a, ^;.

fifteen
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fifteen hundred men for the coaft of Jamaica, where they arrived

on the twenty-fourth of the fame month, and made a defcenton

Port-Moranr, which they found abandoned, and^ marching from

thence up the country, they plundered, burnt, and deflroyed

whatever they met, and carried off money and effecls to a very

great value". But they loon found, that the fine fchemes of

conquefb they had formed to themfelves were altogether imprac-

ticable, and that the only thing they had to do was to return

with what they had got. The people of Jam.iica, when they

found their property in danger, alTembled readily for its defence,

and behaved themfelves fo well in an engagement with the

French, that it contributed not a little to make the latter for the

prefent fick of this defign, and to hinder them from refuming

any proje6t like it afterwards ^.

The complaints that were fent home on this affair, joined to

the reprefentations of other colonies, the remonftrances of the

Weft India merchants, and the fear of a parliamentary inquiry,

(which was then a thing of all others themoft terrible), obliged

the miniftry to refume this long-negledled fubjecl, and to think

ferioufiy of fending to America fueh a force, and under fuch of-

ficers, as might do more than had hitherto been done. With
this view they dire£led, that a fquadron of five fail of men of

war, and two fire-fliips, with twelve tranfport-veirels, fliould be

got ready, with the utmoil diligence and fecrecy, to rendezvous

at Plymouth in the beginning of the year 1695. The command
of the fquadron was given to captain Robert Wilmot, an officer

of great reputation and experience^. The command of the land-

forces was intruded with colonel Luke LilHngfton, and that

they might be the more fubje(Sl to orders, and better dire£led,

they were reduced into a fingle regiment, confifting of twelve

hundred men ; and, befides thefe, there were fpare arms for

another regiment, and in fliort every thing elfe provided that

could be delired for fecuring the fuccefs of fuch an expedition ;

and all this was done with fuch fecrecy, that even the oiScers

u See » detail of M, D-Jcaffe's expedition againft Jamaic£ in hif>;)ire de St. Do-

iTiingue, par le P. Charlevoix, vol. iii. p. 37. ^ Britifn empire in America.

Hiftory of Jimaica. Hiftcry of the laft war. Prefent flate of Europe for the

month uf Oftober, 1694, p. 347. Y Columiia roflrata, p. iCS. Cr.rchei's

naval hiftory, took iv. ch. 17. Prccnt fta;e of Euiop^ for lOp^, p. 377.

who
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«Fho were to be employed had no diftin£t knowledge of the par-

ticular defign they were to execute, but only knew in general,

that they were to be fent to the Weil Indies to protedl our

plantations, and annoy the enemy.

When all things were ready, the commodore had his inftruc-

tions given him fealed up, with orders not to open them till he

arrived in the latitude ot forty degrees. Inflruclions were alfo

given to colonel Lillingfton for the regulating of his conduil:, and

for giving him a clear view of the extent of his command Be-

fore they fet out for Plymouth, both th-e commodore and the

colonel were feparately exhorted to be extremely careful in keep-

ing up a right correfpondence, becaufe that hitherto all our ex-

peditions had fuffered more through the weaknefs and mifunder-

flandings of our own commanders, than through any extraordi-

nary courage or condudt ftiewn by the enemy j and, that this

might be the eafier, their commands were made as difl:in<Sl as,

the nature of the fervice coniidered, it was poffible^.

The fquadron failed from Plymouth the Litter end of the

month of January ; but, before they were in a condition to a£t,.

the commanders differed, and all things were in confulion.

Colonel Lillingfton in his account aflerts, that the commodore

opened his inftruclions in an unwarrantable manner, and that,

after he had done fo, he propofed to the colonel to take what

care they could of themfelves at the expence of the public fer-

vice. The colonel rejected this ofl'er as became a man of ho-

nour, and the commodore thenceforward prepared to execute

his fcheme in fpite of all the colonel could do to prevent him ^

Towards the latter end of March, 1695, they arrived before

the city of St. Domingo, where the Spanifii governor, on the

receipt of the king of Spain's letters, promifed them all the af-

jiftance in his power ; but how he performed this promife, is not

very well agreed. Mr. fecretary Bur.chet in his hiflory (from the

2 BiT-ci^t's nsva! hiflory, p. 551. C' lonel Liilingfton's remarks on Burchct's

naval hiftnns Svo. i-o.?..

» Rcfletlions vn Burchet's memoirs, p. 19. I have been the longer in n:y ac-

count of this bufinefs, that the reader may fee what are the true rtafons why
conjunft expeditions never fucceed, and how nccefiary it is to call <;fncers ftriflljf

tr. account when ir.ey live to return home, ia crJcr :3 put an end t<> f'.ich (haaie-

fA practices.

letters,
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letters, no doubt, of commodore Wilmot) charges liini witli

creating unncceffary delays, which were of great prejudice to the

expedition ^. On the other hand, colonel Lillingfton aflerts, that

the Spanifli governor behiived in every reipetl like a man of ho-

nour, concerted with him the meafures necefTary to be taken for

attacking Cape Francois, and performed all he undertook with

the utmoft pun^uality. It muft be obferved, that the force of

the allies then in Hilpaniola was fuch, as that the ruin of the

French fettlements might have been well expe<n:ed from it. The
Sp3iii(h governor marched one thoufand feven hundred j the

commander of our land-forces was able to debark about twelve

hundred men ; the commodore promifed to join his force with

five hundred feamen ; the Spaniards actually added three men
of war to our fleet, and, to prevent any difputes about the com-
mand, the Spanifli admiral took down his flag °.

The firft thing that was attempted was the ruin of the French

fettlement at Cape Francois. When the fleet was arrived within

light of the place, the commodore abfolutely prefcribed the place

where the land-forces fliould go on fliore ; and though colonel

Lillingflon reprefented to him, that it was extremely hard to

oblige the troops to a march of five leagues and a half, when,

by only rowing one league and a half, the boats might land them

clofe by the fort which they w^ere to attack, the commodore

gave him barely the hearing, but purfued his own projedt, anci

they foon difcovered with what view.

The Englifli and Spanifli troops joined, and continued their

fatiguing march till they arrived within five miles of Fort St.

Francis, where they faw the French blow up their works, and

abandon the place. When the troops came up, they were fur-

prized to find the Englifli colours hoifted on the fort, and a fin-

gle feaman left to attend them : but the myftery was foon ex-

fa Birrchet's navJ hrftory. p. siS- Indeed this genthman fcems to have an

extraordinary piq':e agair.lt thve Spaniards, whoVn, though our allies at that time,

he never niemii)ns but with reproach. This is the raore irjurious, fince tha*

writer (though he had (o great opportunity) never fiipports what he advances bv

any authority. It would, however, be had to fet the ju-lgment of a fingle mau
lo high as to facrifice lo it the charafter of a whole nation.

c Reflcdlions on Bnrchei's memoiis, p. 48. where the agreement itfclf is to tc

fctiiid
i.

f.;s- colonel Lilliii^fton always pr;. duces vouchcro.

plained.
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plained j commodore Wilmot no fooner faw the place abandon-

ed, than he rowed to fhore with five hundred men, entered it,

and carried off all that was worth carrying. This difgufted, as it

well might, both the Englifii and Spanilh forces; and, if they

had not been compofed of veteran troops, and men who had 7%

great refpect for their officers, a mutiny mufi: have followed;

which would have deftroyed the whole defign. But colonel

Lillingilon pacified them as well as he could, by promlfing to

take care they fhould not be treated in this manner for the fu-

ture, if it was in his power to prevent it ''.

After this extraordinary exploit it was rcfolved to attempt

Port de Paix, where M. Ducaile commanded in perfon ; but he

quitted the place, leaving in it a garrifon of fix hundred men.

On the firft of June the Englifii and Spanifh troops marched

by two different roads towards the place they were to attackj

and the fquadron failed thither at the fame time, but with this

extraordinary circumflance, that, if the Spanifh admiral out of

pure humanity had not left fome tranfports to take in our fick

men, they mull have been left to perifh ; for commodore Wil-

mot had fomething elfe in his head than to take care of invalids^

7>nd had therefore failed as foon as the refoiution was taken.

The march was very fatiguing; it took up fjxteen days before

thev arrived in fight of Port do Paix, and then there was a great

deal of time loft in getting the artillery and ammunition on fhore.

At lafl this too was performed, and then the fiege of the place

was begun in a regular manner: and the commodore, to fhew

his wilhngnefs to afhfi:, landed a great body of feamen, and in-

vefled it on the other fide.

On the third of July, the breach being practicable, and co-

lonel Liliingfton employed in making the necefTary diipofitions

for a general florm, the enemy took a refoiution of deferting the

place, and forcing their way through the quarter of the commo-
dore. Their force confifled of about five hundred and thirty

men, of which about one hundred and fifty were negroes, but

well armed and difciplined. Their greatefi: difEculty was to carry

off their women, children, and the mofl valuable part of their

elTects. The latter they packed up firft, and put them in fmail

d Rtfi.dlions on Burchet's memoirs, p. 54.

bundles
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bundles on the backs of the women, who, with the children,

inarched in the front, under a good efcort, while three hundred

men fell into the quarters of our feamen, and, by expofmg

thetnfelves to a very brifk fire, which lafted for a long time,

gave the reft an opportunity to retreat. The affair was con-

duifted with equal refolution and addrefs j but not without a

very confiderable lofs.

Colonel Lillingfton, as foon as he heard the firing, gueffed at

the caufe, and immediately detached his brother, with two hun-

dred and fifty men, to fupport the feamen. When major Lil-

lingfton arrived, the affair was over, and he marched dircdlly

to take poffeffion of the fort, in order to fecure whatever the

French had left behind them ; and having pofted centinels every

where, and put the reft of his men under arms, he thought

that all was fafe, but in this he was miflaken ; commodore Wil-

mot, at the head of his whole corps of feamen, followed him

infliantly. As foon as the commodore came up to him, he clap-

ped his hand upon his fl^oulder, with this familiar falutation,

*' Now, major, I am ftronger than you." After which he re-

moved his guards, broke open the ftore-houfes, and carried off

every thing that was worth taking, '^ with a dexterity," fays co-

lonel Lillingfton, *' very natural to feamen^."

This kind of proceeding was not like to produce much good

;

the commodore offered to carry the fick men to Jamaica, and

to leave colonel Lillingfton to attempt, in conjunction with the

Spaniards, the taking Leogane and Petit-Guavas 5 but they were

weary of fuch kind of treatment, and had fo many men dif-

abled by the unneceffary hardfliips to which they had been ex-

pofed, that it was refolved, in a council of war, not to profe-

icute either of the defigns before-mentioned; but to demolifli

the fort, ruin the adjacent country, carry off the artillery they

had taken, and fail with all the Englifli forces to Jamaica.

To this the Spanish governor confented, becaufe he faw the

impoflibility of their performing, in the condition they were in,

"ivhat they had projected •, and of this he was the better judge,

* Burchet's naval hiftory, p. 536. Refle£tiors en Burchet's memoirs, p. 67,

Hiftoire de St. Domingue, vol, iv. p. 73.

Vol. II. 3 M becaufe
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becaufe he had an exa£l account of the French forces that M*
Ducafle was alTembling at Cul de Sac, and 'with which, it was

expe£led, he would march to give them battle, as having no

other means of preferving the French fettlements ; though in

this there was a great deal of danger f.

It muft not be fuppcrfed, that becaufe this expedition was in

itfelf very ill managed, and far from being glorious to thofe that

undertook it ; it mufl not, I fay, be therefore fuppofed, that it

did but very little prejudice to the French.

The confederate army, in fixty days, ruined their plantations

for a hundred miles round, carried off a thoufand negroes, de-

mohfhed two ftrong forts, wherein they took one hundred and

forty pieces of cannon, with a vaft quantity of all forts of am-

nionition and naval ftores ; fo that there feems to be no reafon

to think colonel Lillingfton exaggerated, who computes the lofa

of the French at 2oo,oocl. ^ But what recompence is this for

the expence the nation was at in fitting out fuch a fquadron, and

1 Burchet's navai^hiftory, p. ^37,

S It is necen^ry for me hers to give the reader fume account of the aiuhorl

ties on which the fac\s mentioned in the text are founded. In the year 1703,

Secretary Bnrchet pnb'iftied his memoirs of tranfa£\ions at fca, duiing the war

with France, from 1688 to 1697. In thcfe memoirs, p. 305, he gives a large

account of this expedition, which is altogether in favour of Mr. Wilmot, and

was very probably iranfcribed from his letters. In 1704, colonel Luke Lilling»

fton pubiilhed his reflexions on Mr. Rirchet's memoirs, in which he advances

nothing but upon undeniable authority, producing inftru<f:ions, letters, affidavit',

and other neceflary papers upon every occafi in. Some months after Mr. Bur-

cbet publiftied a juflification of his naval memoirs, in anfwer to colonel LiN

lingflon, which are fupported only by extrafts from journals of perfons,.

who were difpofcd to fet their own proceedings in a good light, and, which

is firange, acknowledges he neither a(ked or dcfired any account from colonel

Lillirffton, in order to have an opportunity of comparing evidence on both

fides. This wai the more excraordinary, as king Wiiliam (prejudiced by the ad-

irJraltv accounts) looked coldly on the colonei, till, upon examining the affair, he

was undeceived, and granted him a penfion of two hundred pounds a-year, which

was continued by Q^een Anne. Su that his memoirs feemed a cenfure upon

their majefties bounty. Yet, notwithilanding all this, when fecrctary Burchet

came to publifh his naval hiilory in 1710, he in a manner tranfcribed what he had

before faid in his memoirs, correfling only a few fadls from colonel Lillingfton's

book, by which, however, he admits its authority, but without fetiingany mark

of ignominy upon this moft fcandalous expedition. At this Mr. Lediard very

honellly exprcfl^s his furprize; but, for my own part, when I confder the admi-

ralty never thought this affair worth an inquiry, I do net at all wonder tlieir fecrc-

tary did not think proper to ccnfurS it.

m
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in fending fo great a body of land troops fo far ? What opinion

nuift the commodore's conduct give our allies, the Spaniards,

of Englifh armaments, and what notions could they entertain

of the llgnificancy of our naval force, vi^hen they faw it fo fla-

grantly mifapplied ; our commander in chief having regard on-

ly to his private views, and encouraging his feamen upon all

occafions to behave like pirates ? How much muft this mifcar-

riage at once difgrace and difcourage an adminiftration, fince it

feemed to Hiew, that all attempts of this fort would prove as

fruitlefs for the future, and ferve only to exhaufl the treafures

of this nation, in order to enrich fuch as leaft deferved it ? I

am very forry that I have been obliged to fay fo much; but e-

very reader will do me the juftice to own, that this fubjecb

compelled me to it. We fuffer, at this day, for the mifdeeds

of thefe times, and the falfe pity that was fhewn in letting ilip

the public examination of a thing fo fcandalous as this was ^.

Reflections like thefc, on the flips of our ancefl:ors, are proper

kflons for the prefent generation ; and I think it my duty to in-

culcate them, in order to prevent our being wanting, in the

fame manner to ourfetves and our pofterity.

The account given us of this afl'air, by French writers, agrees

pretty well with our own. It is true, that they gave great com-

mendations to M. Dncafl^e, governor of St. Domingo, who was

certainly a very gallant man, but who, as certainly, had no op-

portunity of fl^ewing his bravery on this occafion. In the main,

however, they agree, that mifanderftandings between the allies

proved the ruin of the whole afi^air ; and that nothing could

amaze, and at the fame time overjoy people more, than the

news of the Englifli troops imbarking for Jamaica did M. Dn-

caflli and his army. The fame writers intimate, that the colony

h The general anfwer to what has been faid iipin this fiibjecl is, that all inquiry

was prevented by the commodore's dcaih. But, fureiy, this is a very poor ex-

cufe. To an intelligent reader it will appear, that an e.'feftua! inquiry might

have been more eafily made after his death, than in the life of the commodore.

His irifluence was then determined, he could not be hurt by the inquiry, all his

creatures were at full liberty to fpeak ; and, as knowing the truth only was of im-

portance to the public, in order to prevent Auh dcteftable anions for the future^

the burying all this villany, a: far as poilible, in oblivion, is inexcufable to the

nation.

3 M 2 of
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of Jamaica was much ^vanting to itfelf, in not laying hold o^-

this opportunity to make a defcent on the French fettlements,

in revenge for the mifchiefs done them by the inhabitants of thiiJ

colony, under M. Ducafle, the year before, which, if they had

done, in all probability the French muft have been driven out

of Hifpaniola ; and, as things then flood, there is no great rea-

fon to doubt the Spaniards would have been very well pleafed

to have feen an Englifli colony fettled in their room, as well

knowing their own inability to preferve the ifland without fuch

afTifiance'.

But all fuch views for the glory of England were efFe£lualIy

defeated by the failing away of the Engliih fquadron from Hif-

paniola, on the twenty-third of July, 1695, with the land-forces

on board. The governor and people of Jamaica gave the com-

modore a very indifferent reception, having had previous intelli-

gence of his behaviour through the whole affair. Several coun-

cils of war were held, to confider how practicable a fecond at-

tempt might be in conjunction with a confiderable force from

this ifland. But, after much deliberation, this deiign alfo came

to nothing. The commodore, in the mean time, followed his

bufinefs clofely; that is to fay, he converted the plunder he had

taken into money, which he vefted in all forts of merchandize

fit for the Engllfii market, and took in the goods privately on

the back of the ifland. When this was done, his next care

Was to get back to England with his fquadron, with the great

wealth he had amaiTed on board of it. He left Jamaica on the

third of September, 1695, but met with a very bad pafTage.

On the fhoals cf Florida he loft a fourth rate man of war,

in a manner which gave great caufe to fufpecthe never intended

to bring her home '^. After this an epidemic diltemper broke

out

i KiJTcirc de St. D.itrirgiie, torn. iv. p. 63— 75. Hiftoirc iriiiiaire, torn. iii.

Hiftotre de LnaU XIV. torn. v. &c.
k Orie may fee by colonel Lillingflon's whole book, bow much more jcolous

men of honour are of their reputuion, than flatcfmtn of a nation's glory. The
colonel's account of this sffiir was printed but C>.vin years a''tcr the thing hap«

pencd, ar».J yet no fesrch was made into the matter, f'ii words are thcfe :

" It would be a mofl diverting thiug, abiting for the diJaffcr of i(, and the

" lives loft in ir, to hear a true particular of the lofs of the Wincheflcr man of
" war. It lam not mifinformed, there wciihJ come to li^'ht a prcat many hid«

- den cir£aniftancef, vtry urcfii! to the r.a-.ion in general, if the lofs of that

•' ma:'
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put on board the fliips, which carried ofF a multitude of failors

and foldiers, and not a few officers, among whom was the com-

modore himfelf. This difeafe prevailed at lafl: to fuch a degree,

that there was fcarce found men enough to bring home the

fquadron, which did not arrive till very late in the year. I can-

not help clofing this account by obferving, that commodore

Wilmot left fixteen thoufand pounds in effects on board his own
fhip, which engaged his family in a long fuit with captain Butler.

Such are the wretched effe£ls of facrificing public concerns to

the narrow viev/s of private intereft '

!

Towards the latter end of the year 1696, the nation was

again alarmed with the report of an invafion. It was known

that the French were fitting out a Urong fquadron at Breft; and

for what fervice, the intelligence our fecretaries had could not

inform them. Sir Cloudefley Shovel, therefore, was fent with

a conliderable force to block them up, which, however, the

French avoided ; and it was then given out at home, that our

vigilance had difappointed the defigns of the enemy, and obli-

ged them to abandon all thoughts of a defcent. In this we only-

deceived curfelves, for our merchants quickly came at the know-

ledge of the true fcheme, which was the fending a ftrong fqua-

dron into the Weft Indies, to attack fomeof theSpanifh planta-

tions in thufe parts ^. The Sieur Pointis was the perfon who

formed

" man of war were inquired into. If due eximlnation were made, whether all

*' the flores and guns that were pretended to be in her, were really on board

" her; and if the Jofs of that (hip did not ferve for a colour to prtterd the lols

" of rainy things, which were otherwife difpofed of." I.illin^Roirs reijcftions,

p. 130.

1 Mr. Burchet confefles the epidemic ficknefs on board ti-,e fleet ; and colonel

Liiiingfton informs us, that the commodore's widow was a(flually isivoivtd in a

law fuit with captain Butler, in 1704, for the plunder fo baftly taken from the

poor foldiers and failors, who acquired a jufl title to it by the fweat of ihtir

brows, and the expence of their blood.

"1 In order to fupport this fadf, I fliali give the reader a pillage from the

monthly Mercury for December idpff. " The great noife made about Pointis's

" fquadron that was equipping at Breft, and which, as it was fsirnifhed with a

" vaft number of fcaling ladders, bombs, pontons, and other materials for a

** defcent, and for the a' tack of places on fhore, h&d given the ahrm to all the
** dominions of Great Britain, is at laft over ; and thofe that were moH fright-

** ed, are now mod inclined to treat it with contempt; for whether it was, that

" Poiniis wanted a moI!ey-^^iF)d to carry him oct cf port, or th?.t his prcjedl

" havl
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formed the plan of this undertaking, and who had been no Icfs

than three years in bringing it to bear.

The French king had fuffered a great number of private per-

fons to contribute towards this enterprize, and the ftrongelt af-

furances were given them, that whatever profits accrued there-

by fliould be fairly divided amongft them. Orders were pri-

vately fent to M. Ducafle, in Hifpaniola, to alTemble as many

buccaneers as he could, with vefTels proper to fupport them ;

and he was to have thefe ready to join M. Ponitis's fquadron,

as foon as it appeared. The true defign all along was upon

Carthagena ; but fuch as pretended to be in the fecret at the

French court, gave out, that the king intended this armament

to execute a projeft, long ago formed by M. DucafTe, of driving

the Spaniards entirely out of Hifpaniola. But, notwithftanding

this variety of reports, fome of king James's adherents fancied

that they had penetrated farther than any of thefe politicians,

and that the true defign of this myfterious armament was againft

Jamaica ; and of this, as EngHfhmen, they thought it their duty

to advife our court".

At firft this was confidered as a very extraordinary piece of

inteUigence, which alarmed us the more, becaufe, confidering

the force we had in that part of the world, if they had really

'' had not received the leaft fan<^ion of the court, fo it was, that his Britannic

'• majefty hsd time enough to fend Sir Cimdcfley Shovel with a ftrong fquadron

" to infpeft this fleer, which was reported to be ftrong enough to attempt the

'-' invafion of his kingdoms j and, on his I'loking into the port, it appeared there

=< viere but (ixieen men of war of ail forts there; fo that, wl)5tever the defign of
«' Pointis's fquadron was, it f«tms to be v^ni(hed into fmoke."

" The political tracts of that year beft inform us what the fentimenfs of the

world were upon that occafion, becaufe later writers are apt to impofe upon u«,

by pretending, that this or tJiat greit minirtcr had aiflually difcovered the fecret

very earlj-, though, for certain rcafons of ftate, it was not publiflied. Now it

rlearly appears from thofe writings, that nothing of this liind happened ; and it

J3 as certain from Pointis's journal, that he never had any other view than tlut

of attacking Carthagena, notwithftanding fo many other projeifls were talked of.

The informations I fpeak of from France, I know from unqueftionable authority

;

tor, as thf a'-.tbor of the Jewilh letters rightly obferves, the Englifh refugees at

St, Germain's were qni^e a different fort of people from the refugees iij Soho
;

for they laved their country, though they were banidied from it, and, like the

Greek exiles of old in the Perfian court, (liewcd thofe who «ere inured to flavery,

how grej: a b'.elling ir is to be born and bred up FF. Z7.,

attempted
'
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attempted this ifland, there was but too great probability of their

fucceeding.

When this matter, however, came to be deliberated upon in

council, and feveral of the moft intelligent perfons there feemed

convinced that the blow was meant at us, king William declared

himfelf of a contrary opinion, for a reafon which fhewed how
well he underftood mankind, and how juftly the French king

dreaded his fuperior capacity in the clofet. His majefty obferved,

that the bafis of the French king's new expedition was private

intereft, not public utility, or national glory, for which reafon

he concluded they would not either endeavour to conquer Hifpa-

niola, or attack Jamaica, but attempt the taking the Spanifli

galleons, or the iurprizing of Carthagena. The good fenfe of

this obfervation brought over every body to his majelty's opinion,

and the fequel will (hew, that the Sieur Pointis and the reft of

the French commanders, (M. DucalTe always excepted), never

confidered, in this expedition, what was beft to be done, but

how mofi; might be got, in which piratical kind of knowledge

they proved much greater proficients than the buccaneers them-

felves ".

To fruftrate this blow, where-ever it was intended, orders

were given for a fmall fquadron toaflemble ai Portfmouth under

the command of captain Meeze, and other orders were at th.e

fame time difpatched to Mr. Neville, who commanded our fleet

in the Mediterranean, and who was now made vice-admiral,

which he was directed to open, when he had taken due care of

the homeward-bound fleet, and (hould be fifty leagues S. W.
by W. from Cadiz. He found himfelf in this fituation about the

middle of the month of February, 1696-7, and, then confulting

° Bifliop Burnet in his hiftory of his own times, vol. ii. p. 195. exprefTcs a

good deal of diflike to the management sf our affairs at lea in this critical con-

jnn£lure; but whoever confiders the matter flriftly, will find all the reafon in the

world to commend the difpofitiofi made by our court for preventing the French

from executing their dcfign in the Wed Ir.dief, We ought always to diftingnilh

between the laying of a fcheme and the carrying it into execntion ; for the fjnic

p'aife is due to the contrivers of a "o'd fctume, though it fjiis of its efft.(fl, a^

if it had met with the wi(hcd-for fuccefs. Here was a force Superior to the French,

who had been three years providing theirs, alT.-nnbled in lefs than three months;

and, if the orders given to our admirsls hbd been ftriflly comj-lied with, they

had been as early in the Weft Indies as the enerr.y ; if chcy '.vere not, it was no

fault cither of the ccuncil or the boaid of admiralty.

hi&
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his inflru£l:ions, found that he was to join captain Meeze'ti fqua-

dron at the ifland of Madeiras, where, after cruizing a long time,

he was met by the captain, now made a rear-admiral, in his own

fliip the Briftol ; and, the Lightning fire-lhip having loft company

with the reil of his fquadron in a fog, a httle after he left the

Ifle of Wight. On the feventeenth of April vice-admiral Neville

arrived at Barb.\does, where he found molt of the fliips he ex-

pected, except the Dutch, who joining him, however, foon after;

they bore away for Antigua, where they arrived the third of

Mav, 1697. There it was refolved in a council of war to fail

for Porto Rico, in order to take as much care as poffible of the

J>panifli galleons. Before he reached his intended port, he had

intelligence, that iVI. Pointis was failed from Hifpaniola on the

twenty-firft of March, N. 8. with twenty-fix ihips fmall and

great. It was then refolved in a council of war to proceed forth-

with to Jamaica, in order to take in a fuppiy of water and pro-

vifionsP.

On the fil'teenth of May, 1697, the admiral, being off the

eafl end of the iJland, met with a iioop, the mafter whereof in-

formed him, there was a flying report of the French fquadron's

being before Carthagcna ; upon this he itaid no longer than was M
abfolutely iteceirary to take in water, but failed from Port-Royal, ^
and attempted to go through the Leeward channel; but in that

he was prevented by the dying away of the land-breeze, and con-

trary to what had been ever known by all perfons acquainted

with thofe parts, the fea-breeze blew for fix days and fix nights

together, during which time an EngliQi floop came in, that left

Porto-BsUo the eighteenth of this month, in company with the

gaUeons, (which were fifteen in number), and two days after

parted with then:, fleering av/ay N. N. E. for Jamaica, where

they intended to take in provifions, for which they were fd

much flraicened, that they had not enough to carry them to the

P Mr. Biirchet tells us boih in his memoirs and his hiflory, that vice-sdmiral

Neville cruized fifty tight days about the Madeiras, to which, if he thought him-

felf bound i)y bis inrtriidHons, he was jiiflified ; but however, this certainly pro-

ved the ruin ' f the ul.ole afEiir; f-r, if he had flood away for Barbadoes,' inltead

of cruizing there, he might have come time enough to have attacked the Frcncfi

before they let Hifpaiiiola, or at leafl he might have followed them to Cartha-

gcna, where, if he had attacked their fleet while their army was engaged in the

fiege, their Ah.Ie fc.-ce ir.iifl have been tctilly defiroyed.

Havannah.
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Havannah. The vice-admiral fent out two floops to look for them,

the one off the keys of Point-Pedro, and the other off thofe of

Porto-Morant, and to let their general know, that he was going

to Carthagena to fee what could be done againft the French, but

that he would return to Jamaica in a Ihort time. The twenty-

fourth of the fame month he took advantage of a fmall gale from

fhore to fleer for Carthagena, in hopes of finding the French

either embarraffed in the fiege of the place, or in imbarking the

plunder ; for, according to the beft accounts he could get, the

Spaniards were very flrong there, and had been fo lucky alfo as

to have pretty early nitdligence of the vilit that was defigned

them ; but the crofs accidents, that kept the vice-admiral fo long

on the coaff of Jamaica, fruilrated his good intentions, and hin-

dered our retaking from the French the beft part of what they

took from the Spaniardsj which muft otherwife probably have

happened ^.

In order to give a diftincl account of this extraordinary affair,

which is fomewhat partially related both by Englilh and French

"Writers, I muft purfue the hiftory of Pointis's voyage, and (hevr

how and when he executed the fcheme hepropoicd; for this

will naturally bring us back to this very point of time when vice-

admiral Neville failed in feareh of him and his fquauron. As the

fuccefs of Pointis's expedition depended upon the affiftance he

was to receive at St. Domingo, he failed thither diretlly, and
arrived on the coaft February 19, 1697. The governor M. Du-
caffe had taken care to provide every thing purfuant to his in-

ftruiSlions, fo that the Sicur Pointis met with no retardment but

what proceeded from his own imperious difpofition, which hin-

dered him from giving the buccaneers the fatisfadlion they ex-

j

peeled i and this produced a mutiny or two, which nothing could

1 T'he admiral's going to Jamaica was another misfortuhs; for, as it ail! be
hereafter (hewn, if he had failed direflly, on the firft intelligence he had, for

Carthagena, he muft have fiirprized M. Puintis, and deftroyed his whole force,

liut if, according to the admiral's journal, he was under an abfolute nccelllty of

^ taking in water ; tliis is to be confidcrtd as an unavoidjblc misfortune. Thcfe are

points 1 leave to the reader's judgment to determine j for none of our accounts
bfl .rd us jufficient light to decide pofitively on the matters of fa£f, though this is

certainly in the admiral's favour, that he was known to have as much perfonai

courage as any man, and that he afterwards (hewed as great an iudination to

fight upon this occafion as any inan ever did, or indeed could do.

VoL.IL 3 N have
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have quieted but the prefence of M. DucafTe, who was af^nated

wholly by public fpirit, and exerted his utmoft intereft among

thefe people to keep them fteady; at the fame time he fuffcred

as much as they did from the infolence of the general, who,

proud of liis commiffion, and full of himfelf, behaved without

any regard either to the rank or circum fiances of others'".

After about a fortnight's flay to forward all neceflary prepa-

tationsj the whole fleet failed for Carthagena, and arrived be-

fore that city on the third of April. The force brought from

France by M. Pointis confifted of feven large fliips of war, about

ten frigates, and faiall vefTels of feveral forts, on board which

Were two tbonfand two hundred and fixty feamen, and one

thoufand feven hundred and fifty foldiers, in all four thoufand

and ten, to which M. DucalTe added another ftout fquadron, on

board of whicb were fifteen hundred buccaneers, foldiers, and

volunteers. They firft attempted the Ibong fort of Boca-Chica,

which was carried by aflault •, then they attacked Neuftra Sig-

nora de la Popa, a monaftery on a hill, which commands the

place
J they befieged and took likewife the fort of St. Lazarus,

and at length ftormed the fuburbs, which forced the governor

to think of a capitulation ; and this, being granted him on pretty

good terms, was concluded April 24, 1697, when the city was

furrendered to the French, who loft before it upwards of five

hundred men ; neither could it have been ever taken but for the

afiiftance of M. Ducafi'e, and the troops he commanded, though

Pointis ufed them very ill through the whole affair, and, after it

was taken, actually (hut them out of the city, putting off from

time to time the diftribution of the booty, and not allowing fo

much as to put a check on fuch as received it ^

Many

f fn the whi.le of iliis relation I reduce all the dates to the old ftyle for the

ftke of comparing llieni readily, which could not have been othcrwife done. As
to the facts, we have a vaft variety of relations, though I think, but two of any

great authority, viz. P)intii's own msmoirs, and the hiftory of St. Demiugo,

written by fitlier Charlevoix on the memoirs of father Pers, and from the regi-

f^crs in the public f fficcs in the marine in Fiance, where I find tliefe differ too

widely to he reconciled ; therefore I prefer, without ceremony, the latter, bccau-fe

h is evident, that Siciir Pointis had views to fcrve, whereas father CharkvoiK

writes without the leaft Lias. Occafionally I have rcc^urfc to other authorilies,

which I refer to in their proper places.

* This we fitid byth in Fuir.tii's memtirs, and in the hirtcry of St. Do.tjingo.

Tlie
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Many difputes have been raifed as to the value of the plate

and other effeds taken by the Sieur Pointis in this place. Some
have carried this Co high as forty millions of livres, and others,

amongll: whom is M. Pointis himfelf, reduce it to nine millions.

There are feveral reafons which have induced different writers to

impofe upon their readers in this particular ^ All the Spanifk

authors who have mentioned this, fay, they had fent the nuns,

together with one hundred and twenty mules, laden with gold

and jewels, forty miles up into the country, before the French

arrived j but then it is vifibly their intereft to abate, as much as

pofllble, the credit of this expedition^ and this perhaps is now
become the French intereft too. The Sieur Pcintis and his par-

tizans had alfo caufe fufficient to ftate this account as low as

poflible, becaufe, the lower they brought it, the lefs they had to

account for, which was what they wanted. Our hiftorians iri

thofe days were defirous of lefiening the fuccefs of all French

expeditions, and therefore, as we fee in the celebrated work of

biihop Burnet, that prelate aflecSled to treat this as a mifcnrriage,

by which the French, on the whole, could fcarce be called

gainers".

But one who is felicitous only about truth will make proper

allowances on fuch occafions, and, by comparing thefe different

accounts together, will endeavour to acquire a juft notion of a

thing, with which, for many reafons, furely both we and pofte-

rity have a right to be acquainted. After taking all imaginable

pains to this ptarpofe, I venture to alTert, M. Pointis carried

Tlie general indeed pretends the buccarreers behaved iil, but the court of Frarrcfi,

on the clofeft examination, thought otherwife, and therefore fo I think ought we.

t Hlftoire de Sr. Domingue, vol. iv. p. 146. Memoires de Pointis, S'c. Faihtr

Daniel, in his journal hiftorique de Louis XIV. p. 187. computes the licbe^

brought home by Sieur P( intis at ten millions; and this, as I take i;, was the

commonly received calculation at that time,

u B'fhop Burnet might podibly be deceived by the fecond accounts from

France, which were ail againft Pointis ; hut if he had inquired into what fallowed,

and how much money was recovered when this bufiners came to be narrf>wly

fifted, he would have altered his opinion. The French di not fuffer a few gnat

officers to cheat their owners and the public by cooking up (lories deftitute of

proof; their government is arbitrary, and therefore, in cafes like this, generally

Jpeaking, juft.

3 N 2 home
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home upwards of twenty millions of llvres ; I believe I fhould

tiot err in faying, twelve hundred thoqfand pounds fi:erling^.

But there is no need of leffening the profits to abate the glory

of this expedition. The Sieur Pointis certainly behaved very ill

through the whole affair; he difgufted the buccaneers; he treat-

ed M. DucaiTe exceilively ill during the whole fiege ; he made

an unfair diftribution of the effedts taken ; he took no kind of

care of the fick and wounded, but left them in the hofpitals not

only without medicines but food ; and, to complete his blun-

ders, he loitered till the twenty-firft of May, and did not im-

bark his men till the fickly feafon came on, and they could fcarce

crawl to their fhips. The buccaneers were fo irritated by the

behaviour of Pointis, and his breaking the agreement he made

with them, to force upon them a dividend of 40,000 crowns,

that, as foon as they faw him and his fquadron ready to fail,

they returned back to Carthagena, in order, as they phrafed it,

to look for their fliare of the plunder, "which they did not fail

of finding'^.

It is very evident from this account, that if our vice-admiral,

on his having the firft information of the enemy's being failed

for Carthagena, which was on the fifteenth of May, had pro-

ceeded thither inftead of going to Jamaica, he had unqueftion-

vibly furprized the French in the harbour of that place ; and, as

the Spaniards had adlually afi^embled an army to retake the city,

5t is not eafy to gnefs how the French would have efcaped, who
jvere by that time fplit into fadions among themfelves, and at

leaft one half of them fallen fick y. But though he miffed them

then, yet on the twenty-feventh of May, 1697, being half feas

uver from Jamaica, he faw the Sieur de Pointis's fquadron, con^

filling of i^cvcn men of war, and two or three frigates, at no

*" My calnilation goes upon undeniable principles. The Sieur Pointis gave

tlie buccjneers 40,000 crowns, or iio,ooo llvres, for their fhare, computing at

the rate of one tenth from the firft million, and a thirtieth from every other

snillion ; and this, by a very eafy procefs, makes it clear he eflimated the whole

booty at 9,000,000. But, when M. Pointis's behayicur came to be fcrntinized

ii> France, they had 1 decree for 1,400,000 llvres more.

^ Hift(,ire de St. Domingue, vol. iv. p. 157. The buccaneers undoubtedly

tarried away 5,000,000 livres, though not above 1,500,000 came to St. Domin-
f>0.

Eurchct's naval hiHory, p. 553, Szt alfo the memoirs of Sir G. Rooke.
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great diftance ; upon which he endeavoured to engage them,

but could not. The Warwick indeed exchanged fome fhot with

one of the Frenchmen j but, in fpite of all the fail flie could

make, the fhip got away from her, as the reft did from the ad-

miral. The Warwick, perceiving this, bore down on a fly-boat

belonging to the French fleet, and took her, having on board a

vaft quantity of arms and ammunition, with as much plate as

made the prize worth two hundred thoufand pounds, and is a

pretty good fample of what mighty treafures were on board the

reft ^
Five days the vice-admiral continued the purfuit, in which five

{hips, amongft which his own and rear-admiral Meeze's were

included, fprung their fore-top-mafts, and their fails were fo

torn, that it was found impoflible to continue the chace with any

hopes of fuccefs^. This again was a narrow efcape; the French

themfelves own it, they were much inferior in force, they were

ill manned, moft of their fliips were foul; and, if they had

fought, many of them muft have been taken without doubt.

I fee no manner of caufe to cenfure the vice-admiral's conduct

on this occasion, (as fome have done), becaufe it was beyond

queftion his own and his officers interefts to have fought, upon
the prefumption that their own fuperior force would have put

them in polTelTion of all the plunder the French had obtained.

Befides, they all gave fufficient proofs afterwards, that fight-

ing was what they did not defire to avoid. I am therefore fatis-

fied as to this point, that there was nothing of treachery or ne-

glect of duty in this bufinefs, but that Pointis's fquadron efcaped

by a concurrence (with refpedt to us) of unlucky and unavoidable

accidents, unlefs there might be fome fault in thofe who furnifh-

cd our fails, which did not wear fo well as thofe of the French,

for which however the fea-ofHcers were not to blame''.

The buccaneers, on their return to Carthagena, met with no

refiftancej and therefore, having driven the inhabitants into the

z Mr. Lediard feems to (jiieflion whether the author of the BritiHi empire in

America had not fet down zoo,ooo for 10,000; but upon examination I find

joOjOoo in the original accounts.

a Bnrchet's memoirs, p. 3(Sr. The prefent ftate of Europe for the month of

Auguft, 1697. London Gazette, N°. 3317.
b Mr. Burchet acknowledges this, and fo it appears on the ftrifleft inquiry,

though this does not fcem to have fatisfied bilhop Burnet.

great
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great church, they told them how general Pointis had treated

them, which, as they alledged, obliged them, though againft

their will, to come back to make a demand of five millions,

which once paid them, they promifed to retire without doing

any kind of violence. The poor Spaniards did their utmoft to

rake together this fum ; but it was all in vain. The French took

what they brought, and, as foon as they had done bringing, thefe

mifcreants had recourfe to fuch cruelties, as are fcarce credible,

to force difcoveries. After all, in the fpace of about five days,

they amafled near 1,000,000 of crowns in money, and above as

tnuch more in rich goods; after which they fell out amongfl

themfelves as to the divluon of it, the buccaneers refnfing the

inhabitants of Domingo an equal Ihare, becaufe, as they faid,

they were at great expence on that ifland before they failed,

when the inhabitants were at home in their own houfes. This

difpute, however, was foon adjuited on the arrival of a fliip

from Martinico, with advice that a ftrong Englifli fquadron was

in queft of them; they inftantly quitted the place, imbarked

their plunder with all imaginable diligence, and contrived to

get to fea as foon as polTible, and retire to St. Domingo '^.

When our fquadron found it impracticable to engage the

French, the vice-admiral thought it expedient to proceed toCar-

thagena, in order to fee if the galleons were fafe, and how far

he could be ufeful to the Spaniards. He arrived in the port in

the evening of the thirty-firft of May, and found the place quite

abandoned ; for the inhabitants were fo much afraid of the buc-

caneers returning a third time, that they were fled into the

woods. Two days the vice-admiral remained in the port before

he prevailed upon the governor and fome of the principal inha-

bitants to return, and then fuled, after fending a frigate to St.

Jagoto inform the governor of the Havannah,and the general of

the gallies, of what had pafled, that they might the better pro-

vide for the fafety of the galleons.

On the fixth he difcovered eight fail of buccaneers clofe under

the {hore ; upon which, a detachment was fent to deftroy them.

The enemy crov/ded all the fail they could, in hopes of efcaping,

but only four were lb lucky as to efi'e£t it. One was forced upoa

c Hiftoire de Sr. Domlngue, vo!. iv, p. i^i.

the
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1

the Spanlfii coaft, not far from Carthagena, her crew taken by

the inhabitants, and compelled to work in the repair of their

fortifications. Another was forced on Ihore on St. Domincro,

and beat to pieces. The Chriil, a f.ne Ihip, commanded by

captain Cofuy, who had two hundred and fifty men on board,

and about 350,000 crowns in filver, was taken by a Dutch fliip,

as was the Flying Hart of the fame force and value, coinmanti^

ed by captain Pierce, by captain Dilkes, and her crew were

brought into Englan J «*.

The governor ofJamaica at that time was Sir William Beefton,

who, confidering that the fleet mufl foon be obliged to return

Iiome, refolved to fuggeft the deftru£iion of that neft of pirates,

Petit-Guavas, to the vice-admiral, as the moll important fervice

that, as things were circumftanced, could be done to the Eng-

lifli colonies in general, and Jamaica in particular. Vice-admiral

Neville inftantly complied with it, and left the execution of the

fcheme to rear-admiral Meeze, who was detached from the fleet,

June 22, 1697, for this very purpofe, with nine ihips of war,

great and fmall. On the twenty-feventh he arrived at a fmall

diftance from Petit-Guavas, and debarked fome of his forces,,

ordering the fiiips to come in next day.

On the twenty-ninth he furprifed Petit-Guavas, entering* the

place before it was light, and feizing the guard. He had at firli

thoughts of remaining there fome fhort time; but the feamen,

snd at laft, through their example, the landmen, began to plun-

der and drink fo hard, that when the rear-admiral altered his

fentiments, and refolved to burn and abandon it, there was not

above fifty fober men under his command, out of nine hundred.

AVhen he gavx out this order, the whole was executed with fuch

precipitation, that notwithftanding there was abundance of gold

and filver in the place, yet very little was faved or brought away.

However, the burning the town, and carrying off prifoners a

good number of negroes to Jamaica, was a great and feaibnable

Ibrvice to the Englifn colonies, and gave the enemy a remarkable

check, which they did not foon recover : to fay the truth, it was

one of the molt important avTllcns done during the war^

d Burcliet's nav. hft. p. 555. Cnl-^.-nra roflrata, p. x6S. Life of K. William,

p. 487, 4S8. ^ iiurohec's mcnioifS, p. 309 Kcniief, Life of K. William.

C.'rtlumna r.iflrata, p. 269. The prclent fta'.e of Europe for the month of Sept.

1 •':>?. rjintii's chrui;ul:;^ic.l iii;lo£=«:;> vv!. u. p 441- L'.'ini. G.z. N'^. ;3i4.

Vice-
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Vice-admiral Neville, having wooded and watered with aM

the diligence imaginable, failed to meet rear-admiral Meeze,

and, then bringing away the homeward-bound Ihips from Ja-

maica, refoived to proceed to the Havannah, in order to prcferve

the galleons. He failed in the beginning of July, and, coming

about the middle of that month on the coaft of Cuba, the fea-

nien became excelFively fickly, and rear-admiral Meeze died be-

fore they reached the Havannah. On the twenty-fecond of the

fame month the vice-admiral arrived before that port, and fent in

advice to the governor of his want of water and other refreih-

ments. The governor fent him a civil meifage, but refufed to ad-

init his fquadron, and did not even fupply his neceflities, or at

leafl not in all refpeds. As for the general of the galleons, when

he was informed that the vice-admiral came on pUrpofe to con-

vey that rich fleet home, which was the principal point of king

William's inftrudlions, far from being latisfied with thefe un-

ufual afts of kindnefs to allies, he excufed himfelffrom putting

his fliips under our protecTtion, fuppofing, or at leaft pretend-

ing, his orders would not warrant it. The true reafon, however,

both of his and of the governor's conduct, might probably be,

their fear of having the place of the greatefl ccnfequence in the

Well Indies, and the richell fleet of that age, for there were

fifty millions on board the galleons, taken at once, fince both

had been left in the vice-admiral's power, if he had been once

admitted into the haven f.

This kind of treatment, after the pains he had taken to fave

the galleons, and to ferve the crown of Spain on every occa-

fion, bi"oke the vice-admiral's i'pirits very much. He had always

counted upon efcorting the galleons, and believed fo acceptable

a fervice would entirely efface the memory of former inisfor-

tunes i but being dilappointed again, and rcfledling on the little

fervice that with fo ftrong a fquadron he had been able to do

his country, it threw him into a kind of he£lic fever, which

hung upon him till he arrived in Virginia, on the twenty-fecond

of Auguft, and there he died, as much of grief as of his dif-

teaiper, to the great regret of all who knew him, as he was a

f Burchei's naval hiftory, p. 558. Mercure hiftcrique & politiqus, torn, xxiii.

P« 537j <554. Loudon GazeLti", N*^. 3331.

perfon
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perfon of courage, prudence, and integrity ; who wanted not

either will or abilities to do his county fervice, though his foi-

tune fell fhort of his zeal s.

By his demife the command of the fquadron devolved upon

taptain Robert Dilkes, tvho, from Virginia, arrived fafely in

England on the twenty-fourth of Ofilober, 1697- with the

"whole fquadron, though poorly manned, and the lliips rnaTiy of

them foul and rotten; fo that, notwitlvftanding the great hopes

that had been entertained of our doing mighty things in the

'Weft Indies, all came to nothing ; for, befides this, we met

with other difappointments in that quarter of the world, thart

•were no lefs mortifying than thofe we have mentioned *".

The Sieur Pointis thought himielf fafe when he arrived ofF

Newfoundland, as not having the leaft knowledge that we had

a ftout fquadron there, under the command of the late Sir John

(then captain) Norris, fo that he made no difficulty of going in-

to the bay of Conception, and of lying there carelefsly enough,

though we Jiad a force fufBcient at St. John's to have given a

good account of him and his Spanith plunder. It was on the

twenty-third of July our fquadron had advice, that five French

fliips were feen in Conception-bay, and they immediately con-

cluded it was M. Nefmond's fquadron come to attack them

;

and therefore, inftead 'of going to look for the enemy, they

wifely confidered how, in cafe they fell upon St. John's, they

fliould be beft able to defend themfelves, and bent all their en-

deavours that way'.

Captain Norris was from the beginning a little fufpicious that

this was not the outward-bound French fquadron, and therefore

fent the Mary galley, a clean tight fhip, to difcover what they

were. But before they could have any news from her, he re-

ceived a letter from one Mr. Alexander Cumberbatch, mafter

of a (Ivip taken by the French at fea, and put on (bore in New-
foundland, in order to procure frefli provifions. In this letter

there was a diftincQ: account of JM. Pointis's llrengtii, and of his

g I have this charafter from fome who knew him well, and who ferved undM*-

him ill this very expedition.

h Life of king William, p. 488. The prefent ftate of Europe for the month

of 0£lober 1697, p. 358. London Gazette, N°. 3335, 33^9. J Bur-

•chet's memoirs, p, 375,

yoL. W. 3 O fquadron's
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fquadron's having on board the rich plunder of Carthagena,

Captain Norris was ravifhed with this epiftle, called a council of

war immediately, and preffed that no farther time might be loft,

hut that without more ado they might fail in queft of the ene-

my. Other people, however, were in no fuch hade; they doubt-

ed whether Cun:iberbatch's letter might not be intended to draw

them out of their ftrength, and thereby expofe St. John's, and

the whole country, to the French ; and therefore, after a long

debate, it was refolved in the council of war to remain where

they were, and to expe6l the French in clofe quarters, without

junning unncceffary hazards'^.

About;

k The refleflions of bifhop Burnet on this bufinefs, are very well worth no-

tice. " Connnodnre Moiris's fqnadron," fays he, " might have fallen upon tVtc

" French, and would probably have maflcred them j but as they had no certitn

' account of their flrength, (o, being fent out on another fci vice, they did not

" think it proper to hazard the attacking them ; fo the French got fafe home,

" and the condiift of our affairs at fea was mucli cenfured."— In Burchet's

memoir?, p. 378. and in his hiflory, the blame is thrown entirely on the

|ind officers, who out-voted the feaofficers in the council of war.—The whole

is ftrangely Ikinnned over in cur Gdzettc, N°. 3319. as a thing not fit to be

inctitionfd.

—

I have with fome difBcwlty recovered the minutes of this famous council of

M'ar ; and as 1 believe, a lift of the natnes of thofe w.ho fat in it, and their votes,

cannot but be agreeable to the reader, I (hall trankribe them.

A council of war at St. John's, July 24tb, 1697, at which were prefent.

JLANDpFFlC
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About noon, en Ihe twenty-fjxth, they received advice, that

{he five French fiiips were (ccn the night before^t anchor a lit-

tle eaRward of Belle-iile, by Portugal Cove, and the next day.

Upon a meflage from colonel Gibfon, there was another conful-

tation, where this intelligence was read ; but it was refolved to

remain till the tv;o captains arrived, who were fcnt to make a

difcovery. Soon after^ one of them came with twenty-one

Frenchmenj that he had taken in a boat at Carboniere, who
faid, they were fent by M. Pointis to procure frefll provifions.

The other captain returned alfo from Portugal Cove, who faw

the French (liips at anchor, 9ne of them of three decks, two

from fixty to feventy guns, and two more of above fifty. The
council adjourned till the next morning, and then calling the

prifoners before them^ they related all they knew, fearing that

otherwife they fliould be very ill treated. They faid the fqua-

dron had not been at any other port fince they left the Weil:

Indies, and that hearing of an Englifh fquadron in thofe parts,

they had appointed Placentia, in Newfoundland, for the place

of rendezvous j butj through the hazinefs of the weather, were

obliged to drop anchor in Conception-bay.

But notwithrtanding all this and other corroborative evidence^

to prove that this was in reality M. Pointis's fquadron, the coun-

cil of war flill over-ruled captain Norris, who was eager for

fighting, and obliged him to remain in the harbour of St. John's^

which they fortified with fuch indufl:ry, that when Mr. Nefmond
arrived, which was about two and thirty days after the other

fquadron had been firll feen, the place was in fo good a ftate

of defence, that though the French fquadron confided of fix-

teen fail, of which ten were of the line of battle, yet they werd

fo well fatisfied with the fight of the preparations made for their

teception, that they thought proper to retire without fomuch a«

Die Lun/e, 17th April, 169^,*

i. it is reColVed by tlie lords fpiriiual and temporal in patliacient afTcmbkJ,

that the fquadron commanded by cjpaiii Norris, at St. John's in Kewfoundlanrf,

not going out to fight Pointis, npon the feveral inielligence given, was a very

high mifcarriage, to the j^reat dirr::fvice of the king and kingdom.

z. It is refolved, that the joining the land-ofBcett in the council of war, on
the a4th of July, iC?.Q7» was one occafion of the niifc&rriage in not 6gb.tir.g

Pointisi

^ O 2 ^ firing
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firing a gun, and thereby left all Newfoundland in our pofief-

fion, which was confirmed by the enfuing peace'.

M. Pointis, however, though he got fo happily clear of this

afFair, met with another, which gave him a good deal more

trouble; for, on the fourteenth of Auguft 1697, be fell in with

a fquadron commanded by captain Harlow, whom he boldly

enpa2;ed about three in the afternoon. After a briik difpute of

two hourS) the French made a fignal for tacking, when one of

their fliips, being difablcd, efcaped with much difiiculty, and

put the reft into Ibme confufion. They bore away as faft as

poflible, and by ten at n-ight the Englifli fquadron lofi: fight of

ihem. The fifteenth, being a clear day, the enemy was dif-

covered by four in the morning, at the diftance of four leagues 5

upon which captain Harlaw continued the chace till evening,

but with very little advantage, our fliips being fouler than theirs,

though they were returned from fo long a voyage. The next

day they got clear away, and the day following entered the har-

bour of Bref^, having as happily and as ftrangely efcaped varie-

ty of dangers, as any f<5uadron that ever went to fea""'.

It is not eaiy to account for M. Pointis's bearing down upon

captain Harlow's fquadron ; nor can one readily apprehend, how

the Englifii fliips, jufi: come out of port, came to fail fo much

worfe than the French. Some myftery there was in this, wliich

was never revealed to the public, though, in all probability,

Ibmething might be difccvered to the lords of the admiralty,

which it was riot proper ftioujd come abroad ^. Thus we have

1 Burchet's memoirs, p. 381. Prcfent (late of Europe for 0£^ober iffp?.

Life of king William, p. 488. Hiftory of the I'afl war.

«n M'. Pointis confcfils this in his memoirs. A Dutch Gazetteer fays plea-

fantiy, IH-lucii put on leaden boots to purfue him» See captain Harlow's owa

account, in the London Gazette, N°. 3317.

n I ground what f advance in the text on the following advertifement, which

appeared firft, Thurfday, September 13. 1697, London Gazette, N^. 3315.

" Admiralty-office, September zj. V/hereas- the right honouTEble the I^rds*

" commiffioners of the admiralty did receive a letter by the port, figned A. B.

•* which contains fevcrat things relating to the late aftion of captain Harlow :

•' thefc are to give rti'tice, that if the perfon who writ the faid letter will apply

" himlclf to one of the (ccretaiies cf the admiralty, his name (lull not be made
*' known, without his own confent, and he fhall likcwifc be rewarded, and pre-

*•' fcrred by thtir bidiliipi.

" William Bkidgeman-"'

ran
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rnn through the hiflory of what pafled in the Weft Indies du-

ring this wa^, and are now returned to the naval tranfadlions in

Europe, in the year 1697, where we {hall find not many ex-

traordinary actions to detain us.

His majefty going in the fpring of the year to Holland, he

was pleafed to declare Edward RufTel, Efq; ^ then at the head

of the admiralty, one of the lords-juftices in his abfence ; and

foon after it was known, that his majefty had created him baron

of Shingey, vifcount Barfleur, and earl of OrfordP. Thefe

honours feemed not only fit but neceflary, fince his lordfiiip, as

bifhop Burnet well obferves, had the whole authority of high-,

admiral, though not the title ^. His prefence, therefore^ being

requifite at the board, Sir George Rooke was declared admiral

of the fleets and actually went down, in the beginning of June^

to Portfmouth, in order to take upon him the command of it
""^

On his arrival, however, he found things but in a very indiffe-

rent condition: for though the {hips made a handfome figure

enough in the lift at the admiralty, yet they were in facl not

half manned, and worfe vi£tualled ; fo that if a Dutch fiqua-

dron had not happily joined them, it is on all hands agreed,

they could not have put to fea. But by the latter end of the

month, his force being augmented by two fquadrons, which

bad been under the command of vice-admiral Mitchel, and rear-

admiral Benbow, the admiral found his ftrength increafed to

forty-four fail of the line, and therefore he put to fea for feme

time, but was obliged to return fooner than he intended, for

want of provifions^

In the month of September he detached vice-admiral Mitchel

with a fquadron, to meet and luftain vice-admiral Neville, who
was expelled home with the galleons from the Weft Indies;

but before he reached the cape of St. Vincent, he had notice of

the return of that fquadron^ and did not therefore think proper

<^ Rennet's hifJory of England, vok iii. p. 734. Pointer's chronological

hiHoriati, vol. ii. p. 440. London GdzcUc, N-^. 3i9i. P Prelent liate cf

Europe far the month of April i(5sr6. London Gazette, N°. 3^85, <4 Hif-

tory of his own times, vol, ii. p. 195. r Burchet's naval hiilory, p, 564.
London Gazette, N°. 3188. Mercure hiflorique & politiqiie, tome stxii. p. 653.
s Burchet's memoiif, p. 389, 390. London Gazette, N°. 3191, i^gz, 3304,

ZIZ&. MercHfC hUtorifiVic & pslitiqne, torn, xsiii. p. 191.

to
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to continue any longer at fea. He was afterwards ordered oii^

again in Oiflober, when he performed nothing worthy of re-

mark, except the bringing in fifteen Dutch Eafi: India fliipsj

which had loft moft of their anchors and cables, and muil

otherwife have been in great danger of perifiting themfelves ^

Soon after he received the king's orders, to bring over the Czar

from Holland, which he did; that monarch arriving in England

on the eleventh of January following, and was fo acceptable to

that greot prince, that, with the king's leave, he attended him

dm-ing the whole time he llaid in England, and had the honour

alfo to command the fquadron v^hich efcorced him on his return

to Holland, in his way back to his own dominions. His be-

haviour toward that great and glorious prince, was fuch as

gave him entire fiiti^jfa'^lion, fo that he retained a grateful re-

membrance of it many years after, when he came a fecond time

into Holland, and exprelTed it by taking notice of many points

in naval difcipline, in which he was inflruiled by admiral Mit-

chel".

Rear-admiral Benbow failed from Spithead on the eleventh of

April 1697, with a fquadron confifting of feven third-rates and

tvfo fire-lliips *^, and inftrudions to protect the trade of this

nation in every indance in his power, and to annoy the enemy^

With this view, he was ftationed from ten to fourfcore leagues

t Bnrchct's nava! hiftory, p. 55^, 51S6. London Gazette, N°. 3331, 333<5.

" Kennet'i hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 739. London Gazette, N°. 3357.

OlJmison's hilloty of the Stuarts, vol. ii. p. 167. Life of Peter the Great

j

p. 394.

" London Gszftte, N°. 3175. Mr. Biirchet fays, April loth, but I prefei*

the author of the Gazeue, in which I find an article that defervcs a placd

here, and therefore I ihall tranfcribe it. " NewcaflL, April lofht Yellerday

*' mornicg came to our bar eight colliers from London; one of them belong-

" ing to this town, Chailes Newton mafler, laden with merchants goods, and

•* carrying twelve guns, was, in her voyage here, attacked by a French priva-

" tecr of fourteen gons and four patteraroes; captain Newton made a vigorons

•* defence, and another of the merchant fhips coming to his artilfance, they

" boarded the faid privaterr, took her, and have brought her into this harbours

" of the French, twenty-three were killed in the fight, and the red, li.tty-fix

' in number, are brough: alhore, feveral of which are wounded, and the Cap^

' tain fo dangeroufly, thst it is thought he will hardly recover. There was

" another priva'cer in his company, who, feeing his companion come cff fo jl),

«« fell aftcrn, and ilocd off to fes,"

from
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from Scilly, but was able to perform nothing remarkable during

the beft part of the month of May, though he was joined by

five fliips of war more, and therefore he returned to St. Helen's

about the twenty-firft of that month, from whence he failed

again on the twenty-fourth, with four third rates and two fire-

fhips, for his former ftation ; and, after having feen two Eaft

India (hips pretty far out to fea, he received fuch intelligence as

to our homewardrbound Jamaica flnps, as induced him to repair

to Plymouth, in doirjg which, he had the good fortune to join

the Virginia and Weft India fleets, and their particular convoys,

off the Lizard j and, foon after meeting vice-admiral Mitchel off

the Start, he was by him directed to repair to Plymouth with the

merchant-fhips, where he received orders from bir George Rooke

to repair to the fleet then pafling weflward, and to take care for

fending eaftward a convoy with the trade.

But thefe orders were contradi£led by others from the lords;

of the admiralty, dated the tenth of July, and he, in obedience

to them, proceeded to the fquadron before Dunkirk, which cap-

tain Beaumont had commanded a confiderable time before, con-

fifting of fix third rates, befides the Newark, two fourth, one

^fth, and two fire-fl^ips ; but three of thofe third rates were or-

dered away to the Downs by the lords of the admiralty^.

The rear-admiral, as foon as he arrived with his fquadron,

went in perfon with his boat before the pier-heads of Dunkirk,

where, though he difcovered not one veflel in the road, yet he

flnv fifteen or fixteen fail of great fhips within, one of which

bore a flag. AVith captain Beaumont he found two orders from

the lords of the admiralty, the firft diredling him to purfueand

burn du Bart's fhips where-ever he could find them, except un-

der the prote£lion of the forts in Norway or Sweden ; the other,

to obey any ordeVs he might receive from his majefty, who was

then in Holland. On the thirtieth of July rear-admiral Vander-

goes joined him with eleven Dutch fliips, and it was propofed,

that one of the fquadrons fliould ly fo, as that Dunkirk might

be fouth of them, and the other in or near Oftend road ; that,

if du Bart fhould attempt to pafs out either at the north or eafl

channel, they might the better difcover him : but no other an-

^ Bnrchct's naval hiflory, p. jfip, 570. London Gazette, N''. 3x79, 3308.

Mcrcure hifloncjue ct politique, tome xxiii. p, 19*.

fwer
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fwer was made by the Dutch flag, than his fliips were foul, and

not in a condition to purfiie him.

The French fliips at Dunkirk were in all eleven, from fifty to

twenty-fix guns •, and about the beginning of Augufl: they were

all, except M. du Bart's own fnip, hawled into the bafon to

clean, fo that it was judged they were making ready to come

out the next fpring-tide. But fince our fliips, as well as the

Dutch, were all foul, little fervice could be expected from their

chacing, and it was almoft next to an impoflibility to block up

clean fliips at Dunkirk with foul ones. The rear-admiral, there-

fore, propofed, that four of his beft failers might be ordered to

Sheernefs to clean, and that the others might come to the Downs

not only to take in water, which they very much wanted, but

to heel and fcrub; and this he judged miglit be done before the

approaching fpring could afford the French an opportunity of

getting over the bar^". But at this time it was not thought ad-

vifible, though afterwards he received orders to do it ; fo that

for the prefent he only fent the fliips from time to time to the

Downs to water, as they could beft be fpared. It is evident

enough from this large account of the matter, that our difap-

pointments were frequently owing to the want of proper orders,

and the not paying a due attention to fuch pieces of advice as the

commanders of fquadrons thought themfelves in duty obliged to

ofter. On the tv/enty-thtrd of Auguft du Bart left Dunkirk with

five fail, having the prince of Conti on board, whom the French

attempted to make king of Poland ^, The rear-admiral purfued

him, but to no manner of purpofe ; and, before he returned to

his ftation, eight other fliips were gone, which he purfued like-

wife, but with the fame want of luccefs: and this was the laft-

action of the war ; for, on the tenth of September following^,

peace was concluded between England, Spain, and Holland, on

the one fide, and the crown of France, on the other, at Ryfwick,

by which the French king acknowledged king William's title,

and, as the Frencli hiflorians fiiy ^, gave up more towns than

y Burchet's naval hirtory, p. 57T. » London Gazette, N°. 3310. Mer-

cure hiltorique et politique, tome xxiii. p. 181, 183. Burnet's hiftory «f his own
times, vol. ii, p. ipS. a Corps univerfel diplomniquc du droit des gens,

tome vii. partie ii. p. 399. b Quincy hiftoire militairc de Louis XIV.

lame iii. p. 41Z. Larrey, tonne ii. p. 337. Limisrs, tome ii. and other writeri.

th<j
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the (iorifeuerates could have taken in twenty years ; but this was
not from any principle either of jullice or moderation, but with
views of quite another fort, as was forefeen then, and in the

•fpace of a few years fully appeared ^.

We have now brought this long war to a cdnclufion, and it

is but jufl that we fhould offer the reader feme refledions on the

confequences of it to the naval power and commerce of England.

Firft then, with refpe£l to our navy, we have feen that the war

opened with a very bad profpedl ; for though we had an excel-

lent fleet, a vaft number of able feamen, and perhaps as good

officers as any in the world, yet the French got earlier to fea

than we did, appeared with a greater force, and managed it

better, though we aiSted then in conjundlion with Holland, and,

according to the general rule of political reafoning, ought to

have had it in our power to have driven the French out of the

fea.

All this proceeded from the fudden change in our government,

which perhaps left many of our officers difaffected, and many
more without having any proper degree of credit at court. Want
of confidence between the adminiftration and the commanders of

our fleets is always deftructive to our maritime power, and there-

fore, inftead of wondering that things went on fo ill in the thres

firfi: years of the war, we may with more juftice be furprized,

that they went no worfe. Our party divifions not only enervated

our own ftrength, but created fuch jealoufies between us and the

Dutch as blafled the fruits that muft have been other wife pro-

duced by this clofe and fortunate union of the maritime powers.

Of this we have the fulleft proof in the cafe of the earl of Tor-

rington, whom even the enemies of the government made it a

point to fupport, becaufe they knew that preferving him mud
give diftafte to our allies, and who on the other hand was pro-

fecuted by many who believed him innocent^^.

But

c Kennet's hiflory of Eng'and, vol. Hi. p. 759. Burnet's hillory of his owa
times, vol. ii. p. 101, loi. Life of king William, p. 481. The prefent ftate of

Europe for 1C97, p. 3S<5.

d The reader will t-alily difcefn the force of this argument, if he Conficlers the

(hare the earl of Torrinj;ton had in the revolution, and the warmth with which,

on his profecHtion, he was fiipported h*/ thofe who were Icaft plcafed with that

event. This fiicws tiic e/fcits of party fpirit upon national affairs; for though ic

Vol.. IT, 3 P Blight
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But when once the government was thoroughly fettled, and

we adled cordially in conjunction with the dates, it fbon became

evident^ that we were much more than a match for France at

fea. Our misfortunes at the beginning of the war created in-

quiries and cenfures, which were, and always will be, followed

vith victories ; for, when oiiicers find themfetves in danger for

adding ill, they will endeavour to efcape it by doing well ; where-

as, if they once find that they may prefer private profit to that

duty which they owe the public, with impunity, they will not

fail to run into that broad road. This accounts for our fiaccefs

jn the middle of the war, and the declenfion of it afterwards,

when the board of admiralty began to feel its own ftrength, and

the management of naval affairs was reduced to a court-fyftem,

by which fuch men were fure of protection, as could be depended

on in other refpeffls than their commands in the fleet ^.

But notv.'ithftanding thefe and fome other mifcarriages, no lefs

prejudicial to the intereft of the nation, yet, on the whole, the

French fufFered much more in their maritime power than we, as

Mr. Burchec has fhewn us ; and confequcntly, if we confider

the fituation of both nations, the eafe with which it was in our

power to repair our lofies, and the almoft infuperable difiiculties

the French had to Itruggle with in this refpeCl, we mufl conclude,

that not only they but the whole world had full evidence, from

.thence, of their being no way able to flruggle againfi: the Dutch

and us in a maritime war. To make this flill more apparent,

jT-ight be right 5n them to efpoufe the earl of Torrrngton, who probably aCicd

according to the bed of his j'^Jgrnfnt, yet they did it apparently from wroriT

mocivcs, and xi'ith no better inseiition, than to mortify and difirefs the court.

« It may poffibly bs thought, that I differ in my fentiments here from what

I have faid elfewbere as to inquiries, and therefore I take this opportunity of

fdying, that I would be urdtrflood fo as to diftingBitb between proper inquiries

and pecvifh inquiries. I call proper inquiries fuch as begin with things and c:;d

with men, and I 'ake fuch to be peevifn as pvcfume things to be wrong, becaiifc

they were dune by this or that fet of men. Jn this reign we had irequent exam-

ples of both : inquiries wtre fet on foot in parliament, and, when they did nor

anfwer the intentions of a paity, they were dropped. 'I'his certainly was v.-iy

fcandalous. On the other hand, commodore Wilmot's difgraceful expedition,

and fcveral others of the fame kind, were pifled ever without any ferious inquiiy

at all. This, uidoubtedly, was very I'ufpicious dealing in the admirdlty, who

ought to have vindicated their own uprightnefs by juftifying the charad^ers ot

fuch as they employed, which appears to be the judgment of bifhop Br.rnct him-

ulf, who, tliougli he loved the miaillcrs, yet could not help feeing their faults.

I nauQ:
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I mufi: obferve, that king William, in his fpeech to both houfes

of parliament at the concluflon of the war, afferted our naval

force to be near double what it was at his accefllon f ; whereas

I do not find in any of the French hiliorlans, that they attempted

to build new fliips during the progrefs of the war, or to do any

thing more than finifli fuch as were then upon the ftocks, pur-

chafing, as occafion required, large merchantmen, which they

converted into frigates.

In this light, therefore, we were gainers by the war, of which

the French feemed to be very fenfible, fince they avoided ali

general engagements^ ; and, in particular aftions between fmall

fquadrons or fingle (hips, the ftrictnefs of their difcipline gave

them great advantages, fince their veflels, generally fpeaking,

were much cleaner than ours, and confequenfiy were able to

leave us whenever they found themfelves too hard prefl'ed, of

•which feveral inftances have been given in the foregoing (heets.

At the fame time, however, it mull be confefTed, that the French

fleets, generally fpeaking, behaved very well at fea, and that we

fuffered confiderably even in thofe iictions where we were vi^Slo-

rious, as well as where our fliips were taken by furprize, or

beaten as convoys, by a fuperior force ''.

But,

f See his maicf^y's fpeecfi, Dec. 3, 1^97, in Char.dler's parljajnentary de-

bales. Upon carefully comparing the lith of the royal navy, this very clearly

appears.

g Account of the lofs Tuftained by the French in their navy, during the war,

from the year i€6B to 1697 :

N'', fhips.
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But, with refpecl to our trade, it is certain, that we fufFered

infinitely more, not only than the French, (for that muft have

been expected), but than ever we did in any former war, where

there was a nearer balance between our trade and that of the

enemy. This proceeded in a great meafure from the vigilance

of the French, who, as we have already fhewn, made it their

choice, nav, their great monarch made it his glory, to carry on

the war in a piratical way, on purpofe to difbrefs our merchants,

and excite a loud clamour here for a peace. Another reafon

why our commerce fuffered fo much, was that fpirit of avarice

whith prevailed, and which engaged many merchants to attempt

making a fudden fortune by IbfFering their ibips to run, inftead

of waiting for a convoy. It cannot indeed be denied, that a third

principal caufe of our mifcarriages was the want of proper atten-

tion at the board of admiralty, where officers were generally

heard wjth too much, and merchants with too little favour. To
this we may add that fpirit of rapine and corrupcion which pre-

vailed among the iea-rifficers at this time, and which too often

induced them to conlider their commiflfions rather as powers

given them to provide for themfelves and their families, than as

Uuiz9 received for the benefit of the public.

We muft not forget, in this enumeration of the caufes of our

ipfTeg in this refpeiV, the ill conducft of our governors abroad,

•who were likewile totally employed in amaffing fortunes, while

the flrictnefs of the French difcipline obliged fuch as had the

care of their plantations to pay a proper regard to the public fer-

vice, to v;hich alqne was. owing their preferving their fettlements

N^. flfliips
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at St. Domingo, from whence they might have been driven with

the greateft eafe by the Enghfli and Spaniards, and yet were

fuffered to retain their pofleffions, though both nations were

continually diftrelTed by their invafions ; and, in refpecl to this,

it is no lefs evident, that the Spaniards were not fo much to

blame as we '. But, after all, the principal fource of thefe mif-

chiefs was the neceffity both the Dutch and we were under of

fitting out fuch great fleets every year, whereby all our feamea

were in a manner employed in the public fervice; fo that, on the

one hand, the merchants were forced to fend their fhips to fea

worfe manned than formerly, and, on the other, our grand

fleet and annual fquadrons required fo many fhips, that it was

impoffible to furnilh the neceflary convoys for the fecurity of our

trade. At leafl this was pretended, and the very pretence, per-

haps, was another caufe of our lofles. This, however, is out

of doubt, that, taking all together, our traffic fuffered excefTively,

our merchants were many of them ruined, and though inquiries

into the mifmanagements, which heightened thefe misfortunes,

were not profecuted with that vigour they might have been, yet

fuch difcoverjes were made as produced an abfolute diftruft of,

and diflafle againfl fuch as had the diredlion of naval affairs, a

loud clamour againfl the war, and an u^iverfal defire of peace

at any rate ^.

After this impartial reprefentation of the flate of our affairs at

its conclufion, we need not wonder that a peace, and a peace fb

advantageous as that of Ryfwick was, fhould give the greatefl

fatisfaftion to the nation in general, and to the trading part in

particular. That it did fo, may appear from the government's

caufing a fpecial gazette to be publiflied, on purpofe to make
known the French king's ratification and proclamation of the

peace at Paris two days fooner than it would have otherwife

i This appears plainly from the French hirtory of that ifland, where it is own-
pd, that a ftorni delivered them, in the beginning of the year 1698, from a de-

icent from Jamaica, and that the news of the peace of Ryfwick came fo oppor-

tHnely as to preferve them from being totally deftroyed by the Spaniards, who
bad already pafled the mountains with a body of between five and fix hu.^d^ed

men. Hiftoire de St, Domingift, vol. iv. p. 177.

^ Kenner, Burnet. Oldmixon, Life of K. Williaro, Prefent flatc of Europe.

been j
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been '; and by the nurtaerous addreffes of thanks and cortgrafd*.

lation, which were fent up from all parts of the kingdom to fe-

Ircitarte his majcfty upon th-at occafion, and to exprefs their juft

fenfe of being delivered from the burden and expence of fo

bloody and deftructive a war. Neither duglit it at all fo abate

the merit of this treaty, that the French ftruck medals, magni-

fyii>g their fuccefe in the war, and their demon Pirating themfelves

thereby a match for all the reft of Europe^ fince, if they had

really been fo vi<ftorious, and had gained fuch advantages, the

wonder was fo much greater that they fnould ftoop to fuch a

peace ". But though it may be true, that in many refpe<fls the

French had the advantage in this war, yet undoubtedly they

forefaw they were unable to fupport fo vaft an expence as it

brought upon them, and as their weaknefs increafed much fafter

in proportion than that of the maritime powers, this in a few

campaigns would have quite changed the ftice of things, and

cither brought on the total ruin of France, or obliged her to

make peace upon ftill worfe terms than were demanded now.

It muft therefore be allowed, to the honour of this reign and

of this adminiftration, that, however they managed the war,

they gained by the peace; all, and indeed more than could be

expected. By the fourth article the French king engages his

word and faith not to dlfturb the king of Great Britain in any

of his dominions, not to afiitl:, direclly or indirectly, any of the

enemies of the faid king, nor to give flicker to any rebels or

confpirators againft him. By the fifth the free ufe of commerce

or navigation is reftored between the fubjecls of both kings. By

the feventh all places taken during the war, either in Europe or

in America, are reflored. As great care was taken of our al-

lies, every thing was ftipulated for them which with any Ihew

of juftice they could delxre; fo that, by the conclufion of this

i The Gazettes came out in thofc days on Monday? and TIiurTdsys. This

paper, faid to be printed by authoriy, is dated, Wiiitchal', October i(S, which

was Tiiefday. It is printed but on one fide, and the French king's pro<limation

is in Italic, in order to render it the moie rcmar!c^b!e. The fame thing had

been done on the exchange of the racincitijns, Odlobcr j3, i6p7. But that was

in the nature of a poft-gazettc.

ci Hiiloirc de Lcuis XIV. tome v, p» 153, 15.7, 158, 159.

treaty,
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treaty, the general peace of Europe was reftored ", and wc were

left at full liberty to improve the advantages, afforded thereby,

for the rectifying whatever was amifs in our domeftic economy,

extending our commerce, and eafing our people. How far thefe

points were ftudied or negle^ed, fhall be our bufinefs to examine

in the next chapter.

" Amongfl other mcdsh, Ornck on the occafion of this peace, there was ore

very remarkable. On the face of the medal was repreferted a temple, the doors

of which are iTiiit by thd plenipotentiaries. Before the temple there is an al.ar^

on which a fow \s offered ; the legend, Ctcfar firmahant firdera forca, alluding to

the cuftom of the Romans, who, on the conclnfion of a peace, j"..crificed a fwine.

On the door of the temple (lands, Janofacruw, i. e. " Sacred to Janus." 0;i the

reverfe are the arms of the feveral powers comprehended in the treaty, aid in

the centre the royal caOlc of Ryf^ick, with this infcriptioti, Ky/wick, Gutiil-

mi III. Del gracia Magiut Britenni£ regis paLtium, i. e. " The palace of Wil-
" liam III. by the grace of God king of Great Britain." Gerard Yin Loon hid,

xnctaliifuue d^t Pays Bas, tomt iv, p. 273.

LIVP.S
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O F T H E

ADMIRALS
INCLUDING A NEW AND ACCURATE

NAVAL HISTORY,

CHAP. XIX.

The Naval Hiflory of Great Britain, continued

through the remaining part of the reign of king

"vViliiam III. comprehending the mofl remarkable

tranfactions in relation to our commerce and planta-

tions, with the memoirs of fuch eminent feamen as

fiouriflied in this period of time.

1 HE aftairof the Eaft India Company in Scotland has been

mentioned in the former chapter ; but I did not infift

upon it then, becaufe it would have interrupted the

thread of our hiftory, and becaufe I apprehend it would come

in more naturally here. It is certainly, even at this diftance of

time, a very delicate fubje£l, efpecially for one who profefTes to

follow truth at the expence of all parties and charafters what-

ever. But the pleafure wl">ich refults from afting fairly in mat-

ters of this nature, is a fuflicient compenfation for any rifk

that
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that a writer can run hy his hnpiirtlality ; and therefore I fhalL

hiy, without referve, tiie true Hate of this matter before the

reader, as it appears to me.

The revolution brought back to Scotland feveral worthy

patriots, whom the jealoufy of former reigns had driven into

Holland, Germany, and other countries J'hefe, from the

time of their return, thought of nothing fo much as the putting

the trade of Scotland, which had been hitherto in a manner

totally negjetled, on a proper foot. With this view they pro-

cured, in 1693, "" ^^ of parliament, that is, of the parliament

of Scotland, for the encouragement of foreign commerce, and,

in confequence of that law, procured another in 1695, for fet-

ting up an Eaii India Company. When this was done, it was

found requifite to take in fubfcriptions : and, as it was not eafy

to find money enough in Scotland for the carrying on fo expen-

five a defign, the company's agents endeavoured to procure fub-

fcriptions abroad, particularly at London, Hamburgh, and Am-
fterdam, in which they were certainly fufficiently fupported both

by the royal and legiflative authority.

But as the carrying this fcheme into execution gave great um-
brage to the Eaft India Companies in England and Holland, they

took, as it was very natural for them to do, the befl meafures

they could to hinder the fuccefs of thefe applications. This,

however, had fome very untoward confequence?, fince thefe

companies could efFeft nothing but by the interpofition of their

refpeclive governments ; and by this means his majefty's name,

as king of England, and Stadtholder of Holland, came to be

made ufe of, to thwart thofe defigns which actually had his

fanclion as king of Scotland. This, as might have been eafily

forefeen, embarrafled king William prodigioufly ; for it forced

bim to atl in a manner little fuitable to his inclinations, fince,

on an application of the Scots, he was obliged to promife that

he would not countenance any fuch attempts to their prejudice ;

&nd, to gratify the Englifh and Dutch, he found himfelf obli-

ged to part with two very ufeful and able minifters, the marquis

of Tweedale and fecretary Johnlton, becaufe the former had

given the royal alTent to the law which eftablifhed the Scots

Eaft India Company, in which, however, he had only followed

his inftruclions ; and the latter for promoting the defign, which.

Vol. II.
3 Q_ no
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no doubt, he took to be, what it really was, an a£t of duty tc^

his country. Yet thefe fteps ferved only to palliate things for

the prefent, and, inftead of healing the breach, widened it, as

will be feen hereafter^.

In theenfuing feffion of parliament, in 1698, the government

found itfelf not a little embarraffed with the affairs of the Eng-

lifh Eafl: India Company. A fcheme had been offered for erect-

ing a new company, which was to advance two millions for the

public fervice at eight per cent, and were to carry on this trade

by a joint flock. To make way for this, it was propofed to

diffolve the old company, though they had very lately a new

charter granted them upon an addrefs from the houfe of com-

mons, arnl, in virtue of thait charter, had increafed their capi-

tal by a fubfcription of fo confiderable a fum as feven hundred

thoufand pounds. The pretence for difiblving it, was a claufe

in that very charter, referving fuch a power to the crown. But

as it was not fo much as afferted, that, fmce the granting this

new charter, they had clone any thing which ought to fubjeft

them to a diffolution, by moderate and impartial people, who

knew nothing of flock-jobbing, this was thought not a htsle

hard.

The real caufe why this flep for ereffing a new company was

taken, as bifliop Burnet and other intelligent writers fairly own,

was the public's wanting and having no way fo ready to get

money. However, the difTolving fcheme, notwithftanding it

was powerfully fupported, did not take place; the new compa-

ny had large privileges given them, and Sir William Norris was

fent by his majefty ambaffador to the great Mogul, on purpofe

to promote this fcheme •, which, notwithftanding, mifcarried in

refpe£l of trade : for the old company, being polTefTed of the

forts and factories in the Eaft Indies, took care to prepoffefs that

r.ionarch, and indeed all the other princes in thofe parts, fo

ftrongly againft the new company, that the ambaffador was but

very indifferently received, and the whole affair, inflead of im-

' Kcnnet, Burnet, Oldmix-n, Life of kirg William, and other hiftories of

thefe times. I have hecn extremely careful here, to lay afide all forts <>f pre-

judices, and to prefent the reader, in as few words as podible, with a ghiuine

reprefenlatinn of things as they really fell our, ftript of all thofe ^olduiings

which party writers and partial hiilutians have beftowcd upon them.

proving
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yw-oving our corpmerc.e, tended oqly to hurt both it and the cre-

dit of the nation in ihofe parts, at the fame time that (as I have

obferved) the adls for eftablifliing this new company, created

very great difcontents at home •'.

The managers of the Eaft India Company in Scotland, find-

ing their deligns for carrying on that trade fo vigoroufly oppo-

fed, and having, as they conceived, very large powers vefted

in them by the late aft of parliament, refolved to turn their en-

deavours another way for the prefent, and to attempt the fettle-

ment of a colony in America, on the ifthmus of Darien. Every

body knows, that this is a very narrow tra£l of country, which

unites the two great continents of north and fouth America,

and that confe^uently it muft be very advantageoufly feated for

commerce. As the inhabitants had never been conquered by

tlie Spaniards, and as the new colony fent thither a^ually pur-

chafed their lands from the native proprietors, and fettled there

by confent, it was apprehended that the Spaniards had no right

to difpute this eftablifliment ; and that, if they did, the plan-

ters might defend iherafelves without involving the nation in a

war.

The colony was accordingly fettled at a vafl: cxpence ; but it

was foon found, that great miftakes had been made in relation

to the confequences expe<Sl:ed from it. For the Spaniards not

only confidered it as an invafion on their rights, and begau

to take our ftiips upon it ; but the Englifli alfo grew very unea-

fy, and made warm reprefentations to his majeftyon this fuU-

je<Sl, which produced private orders to the goverfiors of Jamai-

ca, and other neighbouring plantations, not only to avoid all

commerce with the Scots at Darien, but even to deny them pror-

vifions. As it was forefeen that thefe meafures would natural-

ly occafion ^reat difturbances in that part of the world, it was

found requiiite to fend a fquadr-on thither to protect our trade,

'' Bidiop Burnet, in his hiftory of his ow-n times, has treaJerl this matter very

f lii ly, and, as far as I can jnJge, fer this matter in a true light. It is a great

misfortune, that we have not any history of public companies, which would

be both a nfeful and entertaining work. What I have offered is very fuccinft,

as the nature of this hiftory obliged n-.e to make it. To give the reader an

accurate account of this bufincis would take up fome (heets, atid indeed the

bulinei's dcferves it.

3 Q^ ^' ta
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to awe the Spaniards, and to hinder the increafe of pirates,

which had been very great ever (Ince the conchilion of the peace,

occafioned chiefly by the multitude of privateers that were then

thrown out of employmeni ; and having been long ufed to hve

by plunder, had not either the will or the means to procure a

fubfiflence for themfelves by any honeft employment. There

were alfo feme other reafons which made the fending fuch a na-

val force requifite, as will appear in the fubfequent account of

its proceedings'^.

Rear-admiral Benbow vi'as made choice of to command this

fquadron, ^J'hich conilfted of three fourth rates, and a Imall

French prize. He failed from Portfmouth on the twenty-ninth

of November, 1698, and arrived at Barbadoes the twenty-

feventh of February following. He executed there, and at the

Leeward Iflands, what lie was direclcd by his inftruclions to do,

and being informed that the Spaniards at Carthagena had feized

two of our fliips, with an intent to employ them in an expedi-

tion they were then meditating againft the Scots at Darien, he,

like a brave and public-fpirited commander, as he really was,

refolved to prevent it, and reftore thefe fliips to their right

owners. With this view he Hood over to the Spanifh coafl,

;ind coming before Boca Chica caftle, he fent his men on Ihore

for wood and water, which though he afked with great civility

of the Spanifh governor, he would fcarce permit him to takc^.

This highly nettled the admiral, who thereupon fent his own

lieutenant to the governor, with a melTage, importing, that he

iiot only wanted thefe necelTaries, but that he came likewife for

two Engiifh fhips that lay in the harbciir, and hr.d been detain-

ed there fome time, which, if not fent to him immediately, he

^ Kenner, Burnet, State tradls in the time of king "Willidm, and particularly

a little treatife, intiiled, An inquiry into the canfcs of the mifcarriage of the

Scots crlony of Darien, 8vo. 1700, which is not primed in the foiij co!le£\ion

of trafts before mentioned.

d London Gazette, N°. 3450. Moft p-jople thcueht this fquadron too fmall,

totf weakly manned, and fent too late in the year; and many n flexions to this

pnrpofe were thrown out in pamphlets, to diftuib tlie n-.inds of the peoplf, and

alienate the aifcclions of the feamen. But rear admiral Benbow's cond^dt was

irreproachable, and, though he «as a downright Tailor, his manner of afling

was fo engagi?.g, that he not only performed more than was expc£led, but ie«

t'urned wi'.h ample ccmnienJatijns from all our cok-nies.

would
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would come and take by force. The governor anfu'ered him,

in very refpeflfiil terms, that if he would leave his prefent fta-

tion, in which he feemed to block up their port, the fliips fliould

be fent out to him. With this requefl the admiral, without the

leaft hefitation, comphed •, but finding the governor trifled with

him, and that his men were in danger of falling into the coun-

try diftemper, which doubtlefs the Spanilli governor forefaw,

he fent him another mefiage, that if in twenty-four hours the

fliips were not fent him, he would come and fetch them ; and

that, if he kept them longer than that time, he would have an

opportunity of feeing what refneci an Engliih ofRcer had to his

word. The Spaniards, however, did not think fit to make the

experiment, but fent out the fliips within the time; with which

the admiral i^eturned to Jamaica, where he was received with

much kindnefs and refpeft^.

There he received an account, that the Spaniards at Porto-

Bello has feizcd feveral of our (hips employed in the flave-trade,

on the old pretence, that the fettlement at Darien was a breach

of the peace. At the defire of the parties concerned the admi-

ral failed thither alfo, and demanded thefe diipsj but received

a furly anfwer from the admiral of the Barlovento-fleet, who
happened to be then at Porto-Eello. Rear-admiral Benbow ex-

poftulated with him. on this head, infjfling, that, as the fubje£ls

of the crown of England had never injured thofe of his Catho-

lic mnjeil:y, he ought not to make prize of their fhips for inju-

ries done by another nation. The Spaniards replied Ihrewdly,

that lince both the crowns were placed on the fame head, it

was no wonder he miftook the fubjecls of one crown for the

other. After many altercations, hov/ever, and wlien the Soa-

niards faw that the colony at Darien received no afTiftance from

Jamaica, the Ihips were with much to do reftored. The admi-

ral, in the mean time, failed in queft of one Kidd, a pirate,

who had done a great deal of mifchief in the Eaft and Wefi;

Indies, and of whom we fiiall have hereafter occafion to fpeak

more L^.rgely. On his return to Jamaica, towards the latter end
of the year, he received a fupply of provifions from England,

* Burchet's raval hirtory, p. 577.

and
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and foon after orders to return home; which he did with fix

men of war, taking New England in his wayf.

While rear-admiral Benbow was thus employed, vice-admiral

Aylmer was fent with a flrong fquadron into the Mediterranean,

in order to confirm our treaties with tlie governments of Algiers,

Tunis, and Tripolij which he performed very efFeclually •, for,

being a man of a generous temper, he executed all things with

fuch magnificence, and treated the deputies fent on board him

in a manner fo well fuited to their tempers, that they were eafily

drawn to do thofe things for him, which an ofEcer of another

difpofition would never have obtained e.

It was intended, too, that he fliould have fecured the galleons,

in cafe the French attempted to feize them on the death of the

king of Spain, whicli was daily apprehended; but for this he

certainly came too late, and though no body pretended to fix

any imputation on his chara£ler in this refpe6V, yet there was

great blame laid on the board of the admiralty, for not fitting

out this fleet fooner. This, among many other things, made

up part of the charge brought againft the management of the

navy by the houfe of commons, in their addrefs to the king,

prefented in the month of April, 1699; wherein, after taking

notice of the late fending of this fleet, they add, '* That the

<* vi6tualling any of liis majefty's (hips, by others than by the

*' victuallers appointed for that fervice, or their agents, was con-

** trary to the courfe of the navy, and might be of ill confe-

*' quence. That many and new unnecefi^ary charges had, in

*' an extraordinary manrrer, been introduced into the navy,

' which was a great mifmanagement. That the deduclions of

*' poundage, takenby the pay-mafl:ers of the navy, for flop-cloths,

" dead-men's wages, tobacco, cheft at Chatham, chaplain, and

'' furgeon, was without warrant, and ought to be accounted

'* for. That it was inconfiitent with the fervice of the navv.

" B-jrchet, Kcnnet, T,ife of king William, Prefent ftate of Europe, ^c.

f London Gazi^tte, N°. 3417. T-vis fleet failed from PortCm ruth, Sept. 13,

i6pS. But Mr. Burchct's account is fo iiuiflicO, that Mr. Lcdiard, in traii-

Jcribiog it, thought this fleet was fitted out in 1700, and under that year has

placed it in his naval hiftory, p. 719. I am the more fiirprized at this, bccanfe

tie t:.kes notice of the commons addrefs in 1699, which acTluilly took its rile from

*D ir.qii ry i&io the Lte fitting out of tiiis fquadfoji.

** foi-
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** for the fame perfon to be one of the commlflioners for exe-

** cuting the office of lord high-admiral and treafurer of the

" navy at the fanne time. And that the paffmg of any account

" of monies imprelTed for the contingent ufes of the navy,'

<* without regula^ vouchers, or fuch other proofs as the nature

" of the fervice would admit, either \vith or without a fign

« manual, was contrary to the rules and methods of the navy,

" and of dangerous confequcnce. All which they begged leave

«' to lay before his majefty, defiring that he would be graciouf-

*< ly pleafed to rake effeftual care, that the mifmanagements

" herein complained of might be prevented for the future."

The king gave a foft anfwer, which yet was fatisfacSlory enough

to this charge. It ran in thefe words : " Gentlemen, I will

*< couflder of your addrefs. It is my defire, that all forts of

•* mifmanagements and irregularities fliould be prevented or re-

** drefTed. You may be nfiured, that I will take the befl care

** I can in relation to the navy, the right management whereof

*' is of great concern to the kingdom ''."

The earl of Orford, who was at this time at the head of the

navy, and who, as all our writers agree, governed pretty abfo-

lutely, on a fuppofition that bringing over to the court a body

of men who had been formerly looked upon as ftubborn male-

contents, would juftify every meafure that he fhould think ne-

ceflary for fo falutary a purpofe, faw at what the commons were

driving, and therefore very prudently refolved to abate the edge

of their refentment, by laying down his employments, which he

did accordingly, and thereupon a new commiflion of admiralty

paffed, in which the earl of Bridgewater, the lord Haverfham,

Sir Robert Rich, Sir George Rooke, and Sir David MitcheJ,

were conftituted commiffioners. And thus things were twifted

about, rather as the intereft and influence of parties required,

than as was fitteft for the public fervice, which, though always

pretended in fpeeches and addrefles, yet this was fo vifibly a

cloak for the pernicious defigns of party, that we may fafely

aflert, private interejl was never more conlidered than at this

* Chandler's debate?, vol. iii. p. \q%.

time.
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time, when nothing was fo much talked of ?.s piihl'ic fpirit'^

;

may we live to fee things conducted with more ilncerity !

We are now come to a necefTary part of this hiftory, which

•will appear one of the ftrongeft inflances of the truth of the

foregoing obfervation ; I mean, the affair of Kidd, the pirate,

which, by an unaccountable flrain of party-refentment, makes

a confiderable figure in our general hlllories, and belongs, in n

particular manner, to this ; for which realbn I Ihall treat it cir-

cumftantiallY, and, to the befi: of my judgment, exa6lly agree-

itble to truth. There had been for many years loud and veryjuft

complaints of piracies in the Weft Indies, which, for the fake

of the profit made by purchafing their ill-gotten goods, had

met with too much encouragement from the inhabitants of fe-

vcral of our plantations. This induced king William, in the

year 1(^95, to declare the earl of Bellamont, a nobleman of

Ireland, and a porfon of very great worth and honour, gover-

nor of New York and of New England, believing him to be a

proper pcrfon to rcftrain fuch mifchiefs, and in rime to put an

end to the coniplaints made about them.

After he was ralfed to this fiation, and before he fet out for

]u3 gnvcrnmentj he began to inquire as to the moft proper me-

thods for extinguifliing thefe abufes, and reprefented it to one

colonel Levingdon, a gentleman of confiderable property in

New York, as a thing which nearly concerned the honour of

that plantation. This induced the colonel to mention to his |
loidlhip one captain William Kidd, who was lately arrived froni

New Y''ork in a floop of his own, as a brave bold fellow, who

knew molt of the pirates haunts, and might therefore be em-

ployed againft them with great probability of fuccefs. The earl:

readily approved the fcheme, and knowing how much the king*l

had the bufinefs at heart, mentioned it to his majcfly, who ap-

plauded the deiign, and recommended it to the board of admi-

ralty. But the public affairs being then in a perplexed fituationj

i The earl of Orford was afrcrwards impeaclieJ, as we (hall have occafion io

fhew ; but there wa« ntver any proof offered en that impearhment ; and to be

Aire his lordiliip's fanhs -Aere in bis minillerL! chara^er, and not as a Ci mmari-

der. lie wa'; very (Incere and fcrviceshle to his party, at liie head of the ad-

miralty b.:;ard; but at fc-a be forgot all diflinf^ions, and had regard to nothing but

merit.

and
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and great difficulties found in manning the fleet, the board,

though they fignified their approbation of the thing, thought fit

to lay it afide"^.

Colonel Leving(lon, havirtg exa£l information of all that had

pafled, applied himfelf a fecond time to the earl of Bellamonr,

and offered an amendment to his firft projedl. Heobferved, thxt

this was a thing which would admit of no delay 5 and fince the

public could not immediately bear the expence, or confequently

Undertake the intended expedition, it might not be amifs if fome

few perfons of diflin6lion fhould venture on carrying it into exe-

cution at their own expence. This, too, was attended with much
difficulty •, but at laft it was agreed, that the lofd-charicellor,

(then lord Somers), the duke of Shrewfbury, the earl of Rom-
ney, the earl of Orford, and fome other perfons, together with

colonel Levlngfion and Kidd, who were to have between them

a fifth of the whole undertaking, fhould raifefix thoufand pounds

for the expence of the voyage K

The king was fo well pleafed with thd thing, and thought It

of fo great confequence as v/ell as of fo much benefit to the pub-

lic, that he likev/ife promifed to contribute, and therefore a tenth

part of the goods taken from pirates was referved to his majefty

in the grant made of the reft to the perfons engaged in fitting

out Kidd. But, when the bufinefs was brought to bearj the king

could not advance the money conveniently, and fo the perfons

above-mentioned were obliged to be at the whole expence*

Captain Kidd had a commifFion, in the common form, to take

and feize pirates, and bring them to juftice, without any fpecial

claufe or provifo whatever. He knew none of the adventurers

but the lord Bellamont, who introduced him to the earl of Or-

ford, and another perfon carried him to the earl of Romney.,

^ Bifhop Burnet and Mr. Ohimixon have both infifted pretty largely on this

matter. As to the former, he did not cenainly underftand it j for he aftually

took the grant of pirates' goods to be illegal and unjuftifiabie, and feems to inti*

mate fome haflinefs or imprudence in this bufinefs; whereas nothing can be

clearer than that public fpirit was the fole motive to this defign, and that Kidd's

owners became fo, becaufe he could npt be fitted out otherwife. As to the lat-

ter, though very prolix, yet his account wants, in a great meafure, the light of

evidence, which arifes very fully from an impartial ftating of the matters of faft,

and therefore I have dwelt fo long upon ir,

' See an impartial account cf the affair of captain Kidd, 4to.

Vol. IL 3 R As
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As for the reft, he never faw them ; and fo little was there of

fecrecy or management in this bulinefs, that he had no inftruc-

tions either public or private ; only the earl of Bellamont gave

him failing orders, in which he was dire^i^d to aiSl according to

the letter of his commiflion ^.

Thusfurni(hed,,captain William Kidd failed in the Adventure

galley towards the end of the year 1695 for New York, and ia

his way took a French prize. From thence he failed to Madeira,

thence to Bbnavilla and St. Jago, from whence he proceeded to^

]Madagafcar, and from thence he cruized at the entrance of the

Red Sea; but, cfFe£ling nothing, he failed to Calicut, and took a.

ih'ip of one hundred and fifty tons ; the mafter and three or four

of the crew were Dutchmen, the reffc Moors : this Ihip he car-

ried to Madagafcar ; from thence he failed again, and about live-

weeks after took the Qn^edah Merchant, of four hundred tons ;,

the mafter was one Wright an Englilhman: flie had on board

two Dufch mates^, and n French gunner; the crew were Moors,,,

in all about ninety perfons".

The fliip he carried to St. Mary's near Madagafcar, and there:

he fliarcd the goods with his crew, taking forty fliares to his^

own ufe. Here ninety of his crew, who were a hundred and

iifty-one in all, left him, and went on board the Mocha
Merchant, an Eaft India Company fliip, which had turned pi-

rate ; and there was every grain as much reafbn to charge that

company with the piracies the Mocha Merchant's crew convmit-

red, as there was to charge Kidd's adventurers with his. He
and his men burnt his own fliip the Adventure galley at St. Ma-
ry's, and they all went on hoard the Quedah Merchant, and.

failed for the Weft Indies. Being denied fuccour at Anguillac

and St. Thomas's, he failed to Mona,. lying between Forto-Fiico^

•and Hifpanloki, and there,' by the means of one Bolton, got

fome provifions from Curacoa. He bought a floop of Bolton,,

in which he loaded part of his goods, and left the Quedah Mer-
chant, with the reft of the goods, in truft with Bolton, and fe-

venteen or eighteen men in her. In this floop he touched at fc

"' This p'ainly (hews, the-^e was nothing fecret or myflerious in this expedi-

tion, but that he was fent on the derj^n cxpieflTed in the king's comm:fljon, aud

on that only.

" Ti.is is taken from his tin), and ether authemic account? of him,

verai:
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Teral places, and difpofed of a great part of his goods, and at

laft came to Bofton in New England, where the carl of Bella-

mont feized him and what goods he had left ; for this fellow ei-

ther had, or pretended to have a notion, that the Quedah Mer-

chant, being manned by Moors, was a lawful prize, though

there was no proof that the commander of her and his crew had

committed any piracies on the Englilh or any other European^

or indeed Indian nation.

As foon as this was done, Iiis lordfliip fent advice, of his ta-

king Kidd, to England, and defired that a (hip might be fent to

bring him home. This was accordingly complied with ; but the

Jlochefter, v/hich was the fliip employed in this fervice, being

dlfabled, was forced to return, which heightened the clamour

that had been already raifed about this tranfaclion, and which

was outrageous in the very fame proportion it was groundlefs".

The fource of this clamour was undoubtedly a private pique

to particular perfons, which induced fome warm men to put a

queftion in the houie of commons, " That the letters-patent,

*« granted to the earl of Bellamont and others, of pirates' goods,

** were dillionourahle to the Icing, againft the law of nations,

<* contrary to the laws and ftatutes of this realm, an invafion of

** property, and deflruftive to commerce." This was carried in

the negative, but it did not hinder thofe who fupported the

-queftion from charging lord Somers and the earl ot Orford with

countenancing pirates; and to give fome colour to this ground-

lefs and moft improbable charge, as foon as it was known that

the Pvochefter'was returned, it was fuggefted, that the fending

that fhip was mere collufion ; that the earl of Bellamont was as

deep in this affair as the reft ; and upon this a motion was made,

and carried in the houfe of commons, for an addrefs to his ma-

jefty, that Kidd might not be tried till the next feffion of parlja-

n^.ent, and that the earl of Bellamont might be directed to fend

home all examinations and other papers relating to this bulanefs,

which the king promifed very readily p.

° The nolfe made about this fell'-'w diRiirbed the government fo much, that ic

was one reafon for lending rear-admiral Benbow to the \Vel\ Indies.

P Kennct's hiftory of England, voi. iii. p. 7 74- Burnet's hiftory of his own

itja»cs, vol. ii. p. 137. Oidmixon's hiflury of tiie Stuarts, vol. ii. p. iC5-

3 R 2 This
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This affair mufl: naturally give his majefty, and indeed the

whole world a ftrange opinion of the patriotifm of thofe times.

He knew the whole matter better than any body, and was plea-^

fed to fay, with great truth and juftice, that, if he might be ad-

Siitted as a witnefs, he could vindicate, from his own knowledge,

the noble perfons now attacked, in all they had done. He muft,

therefore, be thoroughly perfuaded, that this was a very unjuft

and iniquitous profecution, in relation to which he had rcafon tq

think himfelf happy, that he was not able to perform his promife

of contributing towards this defign, fince that might have given

a handle to fome warm member for calling him piratf^ as Mr.

Howe a£lually called him zfelorty for making the treaty of par-?

tition, to which we fhall fpeedily come.

But, how clear foever the king and other impartial judges

niight be, this fpirit was ftill fo prevalent in the houfe of com-

nions, that even after making fome inquiries into this fa61;, and

having not only his examination, but Kidd himfelf in their

power, whom they ordered to be brought to their bar, and

fjueftioned him there, (very little to their credit or to the pur-

pofe), yet, when they afterwards found an opportunity of at-

tacking the earl of Orford and lord Somers by impeachmentSj

they did not fail to throw in their encouragement of Kidd as part;

of the charge''. In the articles againft the earl of Orford they

make the fifth and fixth, which for the fatista<Stion of the reader

I fhall infert, to fhew with how great folemnity the mofi: trifling

•affair may be made to appear.

« V. And whereas complaints were made to the commiflipners

<* for executing the office of lord-high admiral of England,

<' where the faid earl at that time prefided, by the company

« trading to the Eaft; Indies, of divers piracies cpmmitted in the

*' South-feas to the deflru^lion of their trade, defiring they

^* might have letters of marque granted to them, whereby to be

^ Tt was pretended that Kidd would make difcoveries, and jipon this he was

feiit for to the bar of the honfe of commoas, where he behaved very meanly ;

and Sir Edward Seymbur, who fent for him, faid, " The fellow was not more
'.'. a l^navje than, a fool." Bur the true intent of bringing liim thither was to fet

vp another difcovery, viz. That, before he returned to Ncwgaie, he went to

the honfe of the ear! of Halifax, and conferred there with the lords who were

^ald to be concerned with him j but of this the proof was as weak as the Hory

:.':cT"diblc,

«.' impoweredj
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«* impowered, though at their own charge, to fupprefs fucli

«« piracies : but the laid earl, preferring his own intereft, difcou-

*« raged and reje(fled their requeft and propofal, and in fome

«« fhort time after, jointly with others, did procure a commiffion

« for one William Kidd, as likewife a grant under the great

« feal of England, to and for the ufe of him the faid earl and

** others, of the fhips and goods of certain perfons therein

** named, and alfo of all the goods found on board the faid

" fhips. And the faid company having intimation of a commif-

" fion granted to the faid Kidd, being apprehenfive of the ill

** confequences of the fame, did apply themfelves to the faid

" board of admiralty, defiring to know what powers and in-

*' ftrudlions were given: but fuch their reafonable requefl was

*' denied, and Kidd, who was known to be a perfon of ill

«* fame and reputation, ordered to purfue the intended voyage,

*' in which he did commit divers piracies and depredations on
<* the high feas, being thereto encouraged through the hopes of

*' being protected by the high flation and intereit of the faid

*' earl, in violation of the laws of nations, and the interruption

<' and difcouragement of the trade in England.

*< VI. That the faid earl, within the time aforefiud, when an

f( horrid confpiracy was difcovered againft his raajefly's facred

** perfon, and the kingdom was under an apprehenllon of an

*< immediate invafion from France, and divers fliips of war,

*' particularly the fhip Duchefs, were armed out, and equipped

*^ and manned in defence of the realm, to oppofe the intended

«* invafion, did his utmoft endeavour to prejudice his office,

<* being the firft commiffioner for executing the office of lord

«< high-admiral of England, without the privity of the other

<* commlflioners, contrary to his oath and duty, and preferring

^' his hopes of gain to himfelf to the fafety of the public, did

« order captain Steward, commander of the fhip Duchefs, to

<* deliver over, and put on board, the faid Kidd, mentioned in

*' the foregoing article, out of the faid fhip the Duchefs, a great

** number of able feamen, levied and provided at the expence of

*' the public, and then difcharging their duty in defence of their

*^ country, and againft their own confent, to the prejudice of

^' the
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<* the public fecurity, and to the endangering the faid {Lip the

*' Duchefs, if it had been attacked by the enemy •"."

The earl of Orford's anfwer will rufBciently declare how little

foundation there was in facl for what the commons advanced,

and therefore 1 fhall give what he oflcrs, as to thefe two articles,

in his own words : " As to the filth article," fays his lordfhip,

** the Eaft India Company, about the beginning of March, 1 696,
«' did apply to the admiralty-board, of which the faid earl was

<* one, to impower their (hips and officers to fcize and take all

*' pirates infefling the fcas within the limits of their charter, and

<* likewife to eredl a court of admiralty in thofe parts to try and

<* condemn fuch pirates as they Ihould take. Upon which ap-

*' plication, the board of admiralty did take advice, and were

*' informed they had no authority to grant the fame, and denies

*< he, the faid earl, ever difcouraged or rejeiled the Company's
*' requeft therein, unlcrfs it were by telling them, that the ad-

*' miralty by law could not grant the fame; and denies that the

« Company was ever denied letters of mnrque in common form,

" to the knowledge of the f^id earl : and faith, as to the matter

«' of Kidd in this article mentioned, he was gone ujxDn his ex-

<* pedition about twelve months before that time ; and as to his

<' commifiion, and the grant in the faid article mentioned, the

*' faid earl humbly conceives, and is advifed, the fame were not

*' contrary to law, but fure he is the faid expedition was in-

*« tended for the public good and fervice ; and faith, the faid

<« Kidd had no powers or inftrudlions from the board of admi-

" ralty, other than the ordinary and common letters of marque,

<' the contents whereof are common and well known to mer-

*' chants ; and the faid earl doth deny that he knew the faid

** Kidd to be of ill fame and reputation. But, in cafe the faid

«' Kidd had committed any piracies, he the faid Kidd is anfwer-

*' able, and ou^ht to anfwer for the fame, he never being or-

" dered by the faid earl fo to do, nor had he ever any the leaft

" encouragement given him by the faid earl, or any other,

" to his knowledge, to expecl or hope for any protection

• See the articles of iinpeschmer.t agsirfl Edward earl of Oif rJ, primed by

ord^r of the houfe of commar.s in 1701.

<* therein.
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"therein, or in any illegal aclion done or committed by
" him'."

But his lordfiiip^s anfwcr to the latter article is flilj Ibon^^er,

In that he fays, '< He believes it to be true, that there was a
*' horrid and barbarous plot and confpiracy againii: his majeftv's

*.< iacred perfon, and that there was an apprehenfion of an im-
« mediate invafion. But the faid earl hopes, no neglect of duty
" in his ftation can be imputed to him to prevent the fame.

« And as for the fhip Duchefs, which was amongfl manv others

** armed and equipped in defence of the realm, the faid earl*

" faith, that the men, in the faid article mentioned to be taken

*^ from on board her, were but fome of the very perfons that

" were juft before taken from on board captain Kidd, and re-

•* turned by their own confent on board captain Ividd again, nof
** being above twenty in number j and faith, all fears of the in-

«.* vafion were then over, and at an endj and denies that the

« fame was intended to weaken, or did weaken, the faid fhipj^

•' or the navy-royal, or that the faid feamen, fo returninpf on
" board the faid Kidd, were levied or provided at the expencs
** of the public, or did return or were put on beard the faid

** Kidd againft their own confent, or to the prejudice of the

** public fecurity, or that the ihip Duchefs was thereby endan-
*f gered, if Ihe had been attacked, as in the faid article is ai-

«> ledged."

Thcfc articles were agreed to by the houfe of commons on-

tlie eighth of May, 1701, the very day that Kjdd was brough^

upon his trial for piracy at the Old-Bailey, where he was con-

vidled, with many of his companions, and foon after executed^

but could never be prevailed upon, as weak and as bad a man
as he was, to charge any of the noble perfons, who' were his-

owners, with having any thing to do with his proccedirjgs. Yet,

even after his death, the commons, in an impeachment by them'

preferred againft: John lord Somers, charge him as lord-keeper-

of the great feal of England, in conjunction with the earl of
Orford, firft commiHTioner of the .idmiralty, and Richard carl of
Bellamonr, governor of New York and of New England, and'

s See thefe anfwers in the fame colle£\ion. They -re very inditrcrsntly ahrid-

jed t)y moft of oHrhiftorians; as in truth they mr.f; be, flcce, hy abrirfg•J'^theIT^,'•

fome fatls maf> necefiiriiy be kt\ out>
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of others then in great ftations, and in high power and autlio*

rity, for fealing a commiflion to one William Kidd, a perfon of

evil fame and reputation, fince convidled of piracy, and with

procuring a grant of pirates' goods to be taken by the faid Wil-

liam Kidd, under colour of the faid commiffion, in truft for

himfelf and other perfons, with abundance more to the fame

purpole, intended purely to hurt that lord's character, and ren^

der it impoilible for his majefty to employ him longer in his fer-

vice
J
though his lordlliip, confcious of his own innocence, took

every meal'ure poffible to have this matter brought to a fair,

open, and fpeedy trial ^

But while things were thus carried on at home, the nation

fuffered exceedingly for want of due care being taken to put an

end to thofe depredations committed by pirates abroad, and

therefore feveral experienced officers were fent to Madagafcar,

where they had made a very ftrong fettlement, in order to root

out and deftroy them ; but with fo little fuccefs, that the go-

vernment began at laft to defpair of efFe£ling any thing in this

way, till Mv. fecrttary Burchet, and I Ipeak it to his honour,

devifed a method which anfwered the end very fpeedily. This

was, fending a proclamation by captain James Littleton, who

was afterwards a flag-ofiicer, and commiffioner of the na\'y,

promifing pardon to all the pirates who furrendered, and a re-

ward in cafe they would fecure and deliver up any of their com-

manders. This foon brought in many of the private men, and

made the reft, efpecialiy their chiefs, fo jealous of each other,

that they could not hold together, or venture upon any new en-

terprizes : fo that captain Littleton, having brought off fome

and feparated the reft, very foon deftroyed fuch as were moft

refraclory, and rc-efcabli(hed that free navigation which had

been {"o long interrupted in thofe parts ". I know that this will

feera to fome a very trivial affair to be fo long infifled on ; but

as it fhews the fpirit of thofe times, and accounts for a very

famous perfecution, I hope the majority of thofe who periife

this work, will not think it impertinent, efpecialiy as it has fome

connesflion throughout with the fubjedl of this book.

t This afTair went offby the lords appointing a day for the trial of the peers,

and the commons rcfufing to be prcleit at that trial, or to make any proofs.

u Kcnnet, Burnet, Eurchet, Oidtnison, Life of king William, £fc.

But



OF King WILLIAM IIL 505

Bvit we now return to matters of a more public concern. A
'\\ ar had arifen between the kings of Denmark and Sweden,

which. greatly affe£led the peace of the north; a thing that can

never happen without interefting the maritime powers. It will

be necefTary to fay fomething as to the grounds of this war, be-

csufe the part we took in it was very much to the honour of the

Engliih nation, and ought to eftablifli it as a maxim, that when-

ever it is really necefTary to affift our allies, we ought to do it

yigoroufly, and at once ; which is the way not only to ferve

them, but to fave a very confiderable expence to us. There

was, towards the clofe of the year 1699, a private treaty made

hy fcveral princes for attacking the king of Sweden, afterwards

the famous Charles the twelfth, but then a perfeifl youth, and

ie.veu for difmembering the Swedifti monarchy. According to

this fcheme, the king of Denmark was to invade Holflein, the

eleiStor of Brandenbourg was to fall into the Swedifh Pomera-

nia, the king of Poland was to attack Livonia, and in cafe the

dukes of Zell and Hanover moved to the affiftance of the

Swedes, the Landgrave of Helle, and the duke of Wolfen-

buttle, were to f.il! upon them.

This was an alliance founded intirely upon intereft and ambi-

tion, for the Swedes had done nothing to deferve this treat-

ment ; and therefore, upon the firft breaking out of this confe-

deracy, his Swedilh majelTry addreffed himfcif to king William

and the States- General, as guarantees of the treaties made for

fecuring the tranquillity of the north, by preferving there a pro-

ber balance of power. At firfl it was thought requif;te to in-

terpofe only our good offices. But when the king of Denmark
over-ran Holftein, and the king of Poland firft attempted to

fiirprize, and then befieged Riga in Livonia, it became necefTary

to take other meafures, cfpecially when it was known that the

Czar M'zs inclined to enter into the confederacy. The point in

debate with his roajefty was, whether he fhould do what was

necefTary, and what he was obliged to by treaties, without

confulting the houfe of comm.ons •, or whether he fhould lay

the whole matter before the parliament, and leave the deciflon

of it to them. Some of the miniftry were for taking the latter

method, but the king was for the former, and with good rea-

fon ; he fald, the executive part of the government was in him,

Vol. II. 3 S and
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and therefore he would do what was fit for him to do, and ac-

quaint the parliament with it at their next meeting'*.

His majefty, in the fpring of the year 1700, fent over a ftrong

fquadron to Holland, under the command of Sir George Rooke,

who, in the latter end of May, was joined by a Dutch fqua-

dron ; and, having the command of the whole fleet, he failed

for the Sound, where he arrived about the middle of June ^.

There he found the Danilh fleet, confiding of twenty-eight fail

of linc-of-batt!e fliips, ranged athwart the narrow pafiage, un-

der the guns of their caftle of Cronenburg, oppoflte to Helfing-

burg; and here alfo he received afTurance from count Wutcht-

meifter, admiral-general of Sweden, that he would take the

firft opportunity o-f joining him with the fquadron under his

command. Not long after a flgnal was made, as had been a-

greed, from Helfingburg, that the Danifh fleet were urider fail j

whereupon our admiral weighed anchor, and advanced into the

Sound, to' present any mifchief which might otherwife happen

to the Swedes. But the Danifli Ihips anchored again on this

fide of the grounds, not only tc guard the paiTage, but to pre-

vent our joining with the Swcdilh fquadron, which were now

€ome down to the fouth-fide of that channel-

In this pofturc the fleets lay for fome time. Sir George Rooke

expefting that the Swedes would> according to what had been,

promifed, have pufhed through ; which in all probability they

might have done in Icfs than two hours, for it had blown frefti

at S. S. E. But the opportunity being loft, he got under fail,

and came nearer to the ifland of Huen ^, Meanwhile the Danes

plyed towards him in a line of battle, but anchored about noon

riear three leagues off, in the mouth of the channel leading up

" Ti^e reacler may confult our general hiftories, and particularly the me-

ni'Mrs of hifhop Rnrnet on this fubjedt, which he has ti'cated fuHy and (reely.

The iru.h is, the fchense, hjwever fair in appcdrance, was lii^e to be attended'

with fuch confeqiieoces, that baron PlelTe, who was a very honefl man, and had

fcrved his Danifb mriit^fiy lon» as piime nainifttr, Ci.uld iiot digell it, but re«

figned his employments.

* Kcnnet's hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 786, Burnet's hiftory of his own
times, vol. ii. p. 1,13. London Gazette, N°. 3601. Pointer's chronological

hiftorian, vol. ii. p. 4;5i. V Oldmixon's hirtory of the Stuarrs, vol ii.

p: 113. Columna roftrata, p. tfo, 171, Burchct's naval h\(\ory, book v,

chap, iii.

^ to
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to Copenhagen, and the Swedes were much about the fame dif-

tance on the other fide of the grounds. The Danes then en-

deavoured to amufe the admiral with an account of a treaty, in

hopes that, while it was negociating, he would fufpend hoftili-

ties ; but he purfued the fpirit of his inftru6tions, which requi-

red him to promote not a negociation, but a peace ; and there-

fore, being informed that the Swedifli fleet had paffedthe chan-

nel of Flinterena on the third of July, he failed the next day,

and anchoring off Landfcroon, the Swedilli fleet joined him on

the fixth
J upon which the Danes retired into their harbour,

where they were very well fecured ; and though the united

fleets pretended to bombard them in the port of Copenhagen,

yet either they could not, or would not, do them much mif-

chief ^.

The confederate fleet confifted of fifty-two fiiips of the lincj

but as fo great a ftrength was not neceffary to keep in the Danes,

part was detached for other purpofes ; for there were fent to

Gottenburg a fourth and a fifth rate of the Englifli, and three

iliips of the States-General, to cover the forces which the king

of Sweden intended to tranfport to Tonningen, on the river of

Eyder, and three Englifli, with fix Swedish, together with three

Dutch fhips, were ordered into the fouth channel going into Co-

penhagen, with the bomb-vefiels, from whence they bombarded

the Danilh fleet fome hours, but not with much greater fucccfs

than before; nor did thofe on our fide receive any damage fromi

their fhells, or the fhot from the town, the fliips and the pun-

toons. Preparations were now making for a vigorous delcent

in Roge-bay, and between Copenhagen and Elfinore at the fame

time; but the winds being contrary, thofe troops which imbark-

ed at Udfiedt, being chiefly horfe, could not get over to the bay

before-mentioned, as was intended, fo that they were put on

iliore, and ordered to Landi'croon and Helfingburg, to be tranf-

ported from thence ; and the latter end of July, the kipg of

Sweden landed with about five thoufand foot, near four miles

on this fide Elfinore, without any great lofs, although the Danes

had brought down a body of horfe and foot, and three or four

field-pieces, to oppofe them.

2 Burnet's hiftory of his own time?, vol, ii. p, 144. Oldmixon, Eurchet,

ariJ the I'rcfent ftatc of Europe for tlie year 1700.

3 S 2 TTlis
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This quick motion was intended to accelerate the negociations

that were then carrying on, and it had the defired cffcCi ; foe

the Danes, exceflTively alarmed at fo unexpected a proceeding,

fent orders to their plenipotentiaries at Travendale to fign the

preliminaries on the terms propofed by the mediators
i
and this

being fignified to Sir George Rooke, he refufed to let the com-

bined fleet cover any longer the defcent of the Swedes, there

being enough already done to fecure a peace, which was figned

on the eighteenth of Auguft, 1 700, and left the king of Sweden

at liberty to a6l againft the Czar and the king of Poland, who
had both invaded his dominions in this critical jun£lure^.

This whole tranfaclion was extremely honourable, and at

the fame time very advantageous to the maritime powers, who
cannot, as I obferved, be at any time, confiftent with their in-

terefts, tame fpedlators of a war in the north. If they had not

affifted the Swedes, who were then the weakefl:, the Danes

would have drawn the negociation into a great length, while

their allies were diftrefling the king of Sweden in different parts

of his dominions ; and, on the other hand, if the combined

fleets had acSted as vigoroufly as the king of Sweden would have

had them, the ifland of Zealand muft have been reduced, and

perhaps the city of Copenhagen taken, which would have in-

clined the balance too much the other way. This was the true

reafon that the bombardment had fo little elTc<ll, and Sir George

did not affect to conceal it : for when king Charles complained

to him, that the Englifh bombs flew over, and the Dutch fell

ifiort of the Danifh fleet, and that he wondered the maritime

powers fent fo great a ftrength to do nothing; admiral Rooke
anfwered him very calmly, *« Sir, I was fent hither to ferve

'* your majeify, but not to ruin the king of Denmark."
<« Why then," replied the king, fmiling, " you have certainly

*' executed your commilfion, and have made fuch a war as will

*< make a peace."

"When the bufinefs was done, llje coinbincd fleets returned,

and the States-General were fo fenfible of the prudent manage-

^ Cnrps nriiverrel cliplorria.'iqne dn droit des gens, torn. vii. part ii. p. 480,

ftBj. Burnet, Kennct, vol. i;:. p. 785. MerciTre hifloriquc and politiv.]«e, torn.

S.5llx. p. zsiJ, 3 Jl.

'
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inent of the Englifh admiral, that they thanked his majefty for

having intruded him with the commifTion. I cannot help ob-

ferving upon this occafion, that when Sir George Piooke was fo.

unlucky as to labour under the difpleafure of a powerful party

in England, he was known and acknowledged in Holland to be

the beft officer, and the greateft feaman of the age. This,

perhaps, was the reafon, that, notwithOianding the difference of

parties, king William always preferved a good opinion of this

gentleman, and employed him as long as he lived in the moll:

important commands.

In Scotland things ran very high on the old fuhjedl" of com-

plaint, viz. the ruin of the Daricn colony. Things were print-

ed on both fides on purpofc to inflame the minds of the people,

and many thought that it would at laft have created a breach

between the two nations. Tlie coldnefs of the king's temper

prevented this ; he could not either be heated by the Englifh

feprefentations, or blown into a pafTion by the hafty refolutions

of the Scots parliament ; and his moderation tov/ards each of

them, if it did not bring them both to a goo^-l temper, which

was indeed never efP'eiSled in his reign^ yet it gave him an op-

portunity to keep the wifeft people in England and in Scotland

firm to his government, while, in the mean time, many unfore-

feen accidents brought about the ruin of the Scots company ;

io that the ends of their Englifli adverfaries were anfwered,

without their having recourfe to any harfh means ; for after

captain Drummond ran avvay \yith the Rifing Sun, and engaged

in fome exploits which had too much the air of piracy, it was

found imprad^icable to reftore the affairs of the company, though

the matter hung in fufpence, and the fire of difTenHon lay raked

up under the embers as long as king William lived, and had

like to have blazed out in the reign of his fuccelFor ; as will be

hereafter fliewn in its proper place''.

We are now to return to affairs nearer honn.e. The death of

the king of Spain changed all the affairs of Europe, and forced

us, who had fo lately made a very neceffary peace, upon a new,

expenlive, and dangerous war, contrary to the genius, at leafl,

if not, as the patriots of thofe times alTerted, to the interefl of

b Kfnnet, Burnet, Burchcf. Oldcriisor, ^c.

th
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the nation '^. It is certain that the king did all he could to avoid

it, aiid that this was the great, if not the fole foundation of the

two famous partition treaties, which were fo much exclaimed

againft by thofe, whofe Ready oppofition to a war had iirit

brought the king and his miniftry to think of them.

It lias been much difputed, whether the French king or the

confederates meant leaft to keep thefe treaties when they were

made; but it fo falling out, that the French king had a fairer

opportunity of breaking the lail than the confederate princes,

this furniflied them with an opportunity of charging him with

breach of faith, and forging the king of Spain's will, which,

however, were things believed by fuch only as knew little of the

matter, fince there never was a flate-refolution taken with bet-

ter advice, and more deliberation, than that of king Charles the

Second's, calling the duke of Anjou, afterwards king Philip V.

to the fucceftion.

It has been alfo faid, that the proclaiming the prince of Wales

on the death of king James 11. by the French king was one of

the caufes of the war; and whoever looks upon the public a6ls

of thofe times, I mean declarations, addrelfes, votes, i^'c. will

think the facl certain. Yet I am pretty confident it was quite

otherwife, fince king William figned the grand alliance at the

Hague a week before king James died. But this pretence of the

French king's breach of treaty and of his word was very plaufi-

^ In order to be fenfible of this, we need only cart our eyes on the following

paflage of my lord Scmers's letter to king W.liiam, dated from Tiinbridgc-wiU?,

Anjjuft 28, 1698, ii! aiifwer to one written by the king in relation to the firft

treaty of pariiiion.

" The fecond thing confidered was the very ill profpe(rt of what was like to

" happen upon the dtath of the king of Spain, in cafe nothing was done previ-

" ciiily in providing agjinft that accident, which feemcd probal'ly to be very

'' near, the King of France having f > great a force in fuch a rfadinels, that he

' was in a condition to take pi fTcflion of Spain, before any other prince could he

•* ibie to make a ftand. Your majerty is the befi judge whether this be the cafe,

" wh> are fo petfittiy informed of the circumftances of parts abroad.

" But, fo far as telates to England, it would be want of duty not to pve
•' your tnsjcrt}- tfiis clear account : That there is a desdnefs and want of fpirit ia

** the nation iniiveiialiy, (o as not at all to be difpof,;d to the thought cf entering

'' in4o a new war; that tlity fcenicd to be tired out with taxes, to a dcjjree bc-

•' yond what was djfcerned, till it appeared upon theoceafion of theUre tlrtftions.

•' This is the trutli of the f^O, upon whicl) ycwi n".ajsfty will determine what le-

'•'
_j«;l«Jtiori5 are proper so he r*kc(i."

b!e,
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blc, and therefore it was very prudent to lay Co great ftrefs up-

on it, becaufe it ferved to raile the refentments of the nation,

and to excite that fpirrt that Avas wanting, and which much
better motives never would have raifed '^.

I would by no means be underftood to cenfure this war as

unreafonable or unjuft ; in doing this I fliould quit my character

as an hiftorian, and at the fame time write contrary to my opi-

nion. All I aim at is to diftinguifli grounds from pretences, and

to juftify king William's meafures in this refpect fiom their true

motives, rather than from thofe which '.vere ufed only to colour

them in compliance with the nation's temper at that time. The

king, who was a very wife man, and a confummate politician,

faw plainly, that the Spanifh fucceffion, if it fell entirely into the

hands of the boufe of Bourbon, would leave it abfolutely in the

power of that houfe to give law to the reft of Europe, and to

deflroy that independency fo necefLry to Great Britain and Hol-

land, which yet refults from the balance that had hitherto been

kept between that family and the houfe of Auftria. He faw, too,

that the fenfe which other powers had of their particular grie-

vances and immediate danger from the power of the French

king, afforded the means of combining fuch a force as might be

able to bring that monarch to rep.fcn, and to confent to fuch an

eftablifliment as would leave things in their former ftate, and

fecure the feveral potentates of Europe in the poiTelTion of their

juft rights.

d The ci(a:ion in the laft note fuScient'y fhews rhe king's fentiments, ari

thofe of his minifter, upon this fnbjscfl ; and therefore, as I wrjie ac fuch a dil-

tanceof time, when truth mult be Serviceable, aud can do no hurt, I think I

have a right to fpeak plainly, otherwife I fliould not have exercifed it. As to the

addrcfTes from all parts of England, (in which the French king's character is very

roughly treated on acc^ tint of his proclaiming a perfon whom fome call prince

of Wales, and others an impoftor), I can oiily fay, thjt it was politically rigliC-

at that time to encoura>e it. But as fo fhe perfidiouCnefs of the French king,

it is not fo clear in thisc.ife, becaufe he knew at the time, king Wlltbm had nc-

gociated a new {?rjnd slliincc, and confequently flood to him in the light of his

capita! enemy. The excufe, indeed, he made for proclaiming the fon of king

James was trifling and difingenoous. He faid it was no breach of the treaty of

Ryfwick, becaufe he gave him the titles only of king of England, &c. but did

not afEft him to recover them. On the other hand, king M'illiam wrote a letter

to the new king of Spain, to felicitate him on his acccfli.)n, though he never in-

tended to own bin:. Thefe are afts of poi<cy, not of perfidy,

this
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This induced him to engage reciprocally Papifts and Protc-

flants to fupport each other's pretenfions ; for, by the grand al-

liance, Great Britain and the States undertook to procure fatis-

fadlion to the Pope, as, on the other hand, the emperor and

other CathoHc princes iilpulated to fupport the Proteftant inte-

reft, and maintain the riglats of the maritime powers in refpecTt to

their commerce. This it was that made the whole a common
caufe ; and, though thefe articles espofed the alliance to very

popular objections amongft party-men at home and abroad, ytt

to perfons of judgment and fagacity, of clear heads and candid

hearts, nothing could recommend it more. In all confederacies

tlie good of the whole mufl be regarded, and to this the parti-

cular views of all the feparate princes and powers who compofe

it muft give way; and therefore if, confidering things in this',

light, the general alliance formed againft France in 1701, was

right and well founded, all the cavils, raifed againfl it from the

party-fpirit that prevailed here, were equally frivolous and un-

juft^.

When the refolution was once taken to have recourfe again

to arms in order to preferve the balance of power, the flrfi: care

tvas for the fleet, which his niajeily refolved fhould be much
fuperior to that of the enemy, his majefly being extremely fen-

fible of the ill confequences that attended the want of this falu-

tary precaution at the beginning of the laft war. Preparatory to

this was the new commilTion of the admiralty in the fpring of

the year 1701, at the head of which was placed the earl of

Pembroke, a man univerfally beloved and efteemed f.

The command of the fleet was very judicioufly beflowed upori

Sir George Rooke, who on the fecond of July went on board

the Triumph in the Downs, where he hoifted the flag. He foon

after failed to Spithead, where he was fpecdily joined by the rcfl

of the fleet, confifting of forty-eight Ihips of the line, befides

' This is the fubftanee nf al! the ftate tr:£ls ihat were wrift.n in thofe times,

and which ferved, as fhey generally do, only, to puzzle and confound people
;

whereas we, bciiig now out of the reich of their influence, fee things as they wc-r-,

and are able to crowd the fubflance of many pamphlets into a fjngle pai;;-

graph.

f Kennet's hiftory of England, vol. iii. p. 8*4. Poirtcr's chronclo^ical hiOc-

riin, vol. ii. p. 462. Lorjdon Gazette, N-. jCJpi.

frigates,
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.

frigates, fire-fhips, and fmall veffels s. He had under him fome

of the greatefi: feamen of the age, viz. Sir Cloudefley Shovel,

Sir Thomas Hopfon, John Benbow, Efq; and Sir John Mun-
dcn : he was, not long after, reinforced by fifteen Dutch men of

war of the line, belides frigates and fmall velTels, under the

command of heutenant-admiral Allemonde, vice-admiral Van-

dergoes, and rear-admiral WaefTcnaar.

The whole fleet was obliged to wait at St. Helen's until the

middle of Auguft for want of provifions j and when he put to

fea, the wind blew in a few hours fo high, that he was con-

ftrained to put back again into Torbay. Towards the latter end

of the month he failed from thence, and the fecond of September

he detached vice-admiral Benbow with a flout fquadron for the

Weft Indies: and as this was the principal bufinefs of the fleet,

and indeed a thing in itfelf of the higheft importance, theadmi-

fal detached a firong fquadron of Englifh (hips under the com-

mand of Sir John Munden, and ten fail of Dutch men of wafj

befides frigates, under rear-admiral WaeiTenaar, to fee the Weft
India fquadron well into the fea. The French expe£led that this

fleet would have aftually proceeded to the Mediterranean, and

It was to confirm them in this belief, we had demanded the free

ufe of the Spanifli harbours : but this was only to conceal things,

and to gain an opportunity of fending a fquadron early to the

Weft Indies, without putting it in the power of the French to

procure any exa£l account of its ftrength : the admiral, after

performing this, cruized according to his inftruftions for fome

time, and then returned with the largeft fhips into the Downs''.

After this fleet was fent to fea, his majefty, on the i8th of

January, thought proper to revoke his letters-patent to the com-

S Burchst's naval hiftory, p. 588. Mercnre hiftorique et politique, tcme xxx.

p. 597, 659. London Gazettf, N°. 3700, 3710.

h Burchcc's naral hirtory, book v, ch. 4. Burnet's hiftory of his o^n time,

vol. ii. p. 288. Mercure hifloriqtij ct politique, tome xxxi. p. 181, 453, Some
of thefe people feem to find fauir with Sir George Rooke on account of bis doing

litile while he was at fea with fo grea: .i flfet. But the merit of this admiral was,

that he always knew, and did what wa^ f^ b:- done. This was a fleet of amufe-

menr, the war was not declared, and therefore, the longer Sir George could keep

the French and their allies in fufpence, the greater fcrvice he did; though, with-

out this key, hafty people iriohc milhke the thing, and believe he did no fervice

Ht ail.

Vol. II. , 3 T miflloners
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miflioners of the admiralty, and to appoint the right honourable

Thomas earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, lord high-admiral

of England and Ireland, and of the foreign plantations '. The

defign of this promotion ^vas to be rid of the difadvantages at-

tending a board : and this end it anfwered perfectly ; for his

lordfliip immediately fent away captain Edmund Loades to Ca-

diz to bring home the fea (lores, and the merchants efFedls, be-

fore the war broke out, as alfo two hulks that had been left in

that harbour, from the time of the laft war, for the greater con-

veniency of careening our fhips which remained in that port^

This the captain with his fmall rquadron,.confiltingbut of three

frigates, efFeftually performed"^.

His lordfhip alfo took the like care of our trade in all other

parts", and by his extraordinary prudence, remarkable patience,

and being very eafy of accefs, gave much more fatisfadlion to-

the merchants and to the ofHcers of the fleet,- than any of the

boards of admiralty, fince they were firft introduced, had ever

done. Indeed his lordfliip's merit and fuccefs in this arduous

employmentwas fo confpicuous and fo univerfally acknowledged,

that it is not eafy to underfland upon what principles the ma-

nagement of the fleet was changed in the enfuing year, except

that it might be thought necelTary to raife prince George of

Denmark to that dignity, that he might appear to have had a.

principal concern in advifing and managing afi'airs ; which,

however, was in this refpectbut very little to his royal highnefs'S'

advantage, as will be fhewn in our account of traAfa£lions un-

der the next reign K

The war was now the great object of our councils as well as

thofe of France, though hitherto it was not declared, and nego-

ciations were ftill carried on in Holland, as if both parties had

i Kannet, vol. Hi. p. 831, Pointer's chronological hiftorian, vol. ii. p, 470.

lionrfon Gazette, N^. 3776 k Burchet'j naval hiflory, book v, ch. 7.

• This is a (Irong proof of king William's jiiRice and go ,d fenfe. Many of the

enemies of that prince have remarked, that he jntmdiiced here the Dutch cu-

ftom of boards, by puuing all great offices into commifnon ; but hitherto no bo-

dy has remirkes, that, when he rcfolved to enter into a fecond general war, he

very prudently and honeflly altered this method in the navy, by appointing a

lord high-admiral ; which (hews, that he was more intent on the nation's being

\»ell ferved at fcB, than oil his miniftcrs- being well fnpporteJ in the houfe of

commons.

inclined
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hiclined to an amicable determination of thefe differences, which

was, however, the intention of neither. The expe£lation of a

ruptui-e made our fea officers exceedingly alert, and put them

upon (hewing their mettle fometimes a little too much. For in-

ftance, the marquis of Caermarthen's yacht fired upon a French

Ihip in the harbour of Rotterdam to oblige her to ftrike, which

file did immediately. The commander of the yacht, not fatisfied

with this, fent for the mafter of the French veffel onboard, and

obliged him to pay twelve livres for the (hot. This was com-

plained of by count d'Avaux, the French minifter, in very high

terms ; and it is very probable, that the States would have ex-

preiTed their diflike of it at another feafon, but things were then

in fuch fituatfon, that it was not thought proper to animadvert

on thefe accidents, whatever might have been thought of them

at another time. The States indeed were obliged to unite rhem-

.felves cloier than ever to Great Britain, fince their fafety, as wcU

as ours, depended on the force of this allianccj as that did oa

Gur union'".

In the midft of thefe preparations, however, care was taken

of a point which nearly concerned trade, and that was the unir

ting the two Eafl India Companies, which was done under an

a6t of arbitration, wherein lord Godolphin and Mr. Harley, af-

terwards earl of Oxford, were for the old company, and lord

Halifax for the new. By this inftrument it was agreed, that the

old company's Rock in the funds fhould be transferred to the

new, and that the old company fhould purchafe of -the new as

much of their ftock as, with that which was transferred by the

old, {hould make up a moiety of the whole capital of the united

companies. The old company were likewife to give an equivalent

for the new company's dead ftock. During feven years eacfei

m Tliis fleadinefs of the States was cVikfly owing to their coafidencc in king

William, which, without qiielllon, induced them to enter inio this long ana

dangerous war, though they were (o much exhaufted by the former. His majcfty

J10 doubt preflcd them to it, becaufe he thought it their intere f), as it really was,

and curs too. Yet fuch has been the violence of parties, that the Tories here

Jiave charged king William »ith making us principals in this war to ferve the

Duich, while the patriots in Holland have leaded his memory with the imputa-

tion of facrificing the intereft of the republic to thofe of his three kingdoms. It

is hard to fay which is moft wonderful, the wifdom and' integrity of the king, or

the ingratitude of the people in both ccun;rics.

3 T 2 company
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company was to have an equal power In the adminiftratlon or

the fund and trade ; and to that end twelve perfons were to be

yearly appointed by the general courts of each company refpec-

tively, who were to be ftyled Managers of the united
TRADE TO India ; and, after thefe feven years were expired,

the old company were to furrender their charters, and the new

company was thenceforward to change its ftyle, and to be called

The united company of merchants trading to the
East Indies : and this agreement was the foundation of that;

company which has fubfifted with fo great credit to themfelves,

and benefit to the nation, ever fince".

One of the laft a£h of king William's adminiftration, was a

folemn melTage to the lower houfe of parliament, in relation to

an union between England and Scotland, in which he faid, '• He
" Ihould efleem it a peculiar felicity, if, during his reign, fome
*< happy expedient for making both kingdoms one might take

** place, and therefore he was extremely defirous a treaty for

<< this purpofe might be fet on foot, which he therefore recom-
*' mended in themoftearneft manner to the houfe of commons."

In compliance with this nieflage the houfe did appoint a day to

confider of the propofition contained therein ; but the death of

the king prevented their coming to any refolution.

Before this happened, however, they refolved that forty thou-

fand men fhouid be granted for the fervice of the fleet in the en-

fuing year, and fliewcd fuch an inclination to enter heartily into

all the meafures necefiary to render the grand alliance effeOual

towards the ends for which it was made, that the French, who

little expected that fuch a fpirit would be fliewn in this parlia-

ment, were much furprized, as eafily forefecisig that the new war

would diflrefs them much more than the old had ever done, be-

caufe it was like to be better managed".

His extraordinary attention to bufmefs is thought to have haf-

tened the king's deceafe, which happened on the 8th of March,

** Burnet's iiiflory of his own times, vol. ii. p. ip'5.

° I do not take this upon the credit of Larrey ami other hirtorians of his rank,

hut. from the beft French memoirs that I have met wiili, in uhich it is coriftffcd,

that their court was deceived by the fir^og afTuranccs j^iven them by the late

king's party, who, to do them juflicc, were in all probability deceived them-

ttlvcs.
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:j70i-2, about eight in the morning. He died, as he lived, with

great fleadinefs of mind, and fliewed himielf in hislaft moments

as much a hero as he had ever done in the field. I ought now

to fay fomewhat of this prince's character, and to fum up all with

a general view of the capital events in his reign ; but as I have

already treated very copioufly of fuch as have any affinity with

the principal defign of this work, and as the fame of king Wil-

liam III. ftands in no need of my feeble affiftance, I fhall con-

tent myfelf with faying, that never any prince better underftood

the general intereft of Europe, or purl'ued it with greater firm-

nefs, and that whatever unlucky accidents fell out in his reign»

to the prejudice of our affairs, were not fo much owing to any

miftakes in his condudf, as to the circumftances of the times,

pur own unfortunate divifions, and the fatal coareciuences of

both P.

The only thing riov/ left to be performed, before we proceed

to another chapter, is the collefting, as far as the (lender me-

moirs that have come to our hands will allow, fome account of

the moft eminent feamen who died in this reign ; and in treating

of thefe the reader is delired to remember, that no party is ef.

poufed •, that every man is confidered as a perfon of worth and

honour fo far as he purfued his principles, and was juft to the

prince he ferved, and faithful to the intereft of his country. By

the help of this necelTary and well founded dil^inclion we fhall

be able to do ftricl juftice to all ihofe brave men who expofed

their lives in their country's fervice at fea, of what party (oevef

they were, or were reputed; which, however, hath been feldora

done in a work of this kind, where, generally fpeaking, the he-

roes are all on one fide, and there are none but indifferent peo-

ple on the other : whereas in truth there i? no foundation foi^

fuch characters, honefl and brave men being found alike on both

fides, though they have fometimes had the misfortune to be ha-

ted and defamed by fuch as have lefs regard to merit than opi-

P The reader, if he is inclined to purfue this fubje£t farther, may confuit Ren-

ref, Burnet, Oldmixon, the life of king William, &c, where he will often find

that flattery is as dangerous to the reputation of a prince as prejudice itfclf.

Some writers, out of pure zeal, would make king William more than man ; and

others, blinded by malice, refufe to fee, what his aflions made vifihle to all the

world, that he was one of the greateft men, ard one of fhe-wiftrt princes, in

tvery rcfpeO^ of the age ia which he lived.

r.ion,
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nion, and who thought it excufable to raife a clamour againft a

great man in an oppofite intereft, though they were fenfible this

clamour fprung from prejudice, and not any love to juftice.

Thefe reflections I thought neceflary, to prevent the reader's

being furprized by what he meets with in the following pages,

wherein 1 have as much difregarded the common cry, as I have

been careful, by an accurate comparifon of fadts, to come as

Hear, in every inftance as I could, to the naked truth, which,

when difcovered, I have not either exaggerated or concealed.

MEMOIRS of GEORGE LEGGE, Baron of

Dartmouth, 'b'c.

IF remarkable loyalty, and a fteady adherence to the intereft

of the prince who raifed him, joined with all the abilities re-

quifite to fill the many high employments he poiTeffed, ought to

render the memory of a man valuable to pofterity, then the me-

moirs of lord Dartmouth deferve our utmoft attention ; for he

was, even in the opinion of fuch as were not his friends, one of

the ableft and beft men of the age in which he lived, or, to ex-

prefs it in the words of a writer who ought always to meet with

credit when he fpeaks well of the dead, " the worthieft noble-

« man of the court of king James II. ^ " to whofe fortunes he

adhered, though he had always oppofed with firmnefs the coun-

sels which were the caufcs of his diftrefs.

The family of Legge came over hither from Italy, where to

this day the eldeil branch are nobles of Venice ^ Here in Eng-

land there are two fiourifliing families of this name ; one in

Herefordlhire, the other fettled at Legge's Place near Tunbridge

in Kent, from whom the prefent earls of Dartmouth are lineal

*i The author rnentiored in the text is Bifliop Burnet, whofe chara(fler of this

tcble lord is to be found towards the end of his firft volume. What he fays of

hitn is fo juft and generous, that it deferves the reader's notice. That prelate,

Speaking of the uneafinefs king James was under on the fitting out of the Dutch

#;eet in 3^S8, and of the preparations he made for the defending himfelf, pro-

ceeds thus : " J^>e recalled Strickhind, and gave the command to the lord Dart-

" month, who was indeed one of the worthieft men of his court. He loved him,

*' and had been long ia his fervice and in his confidence, but was much agaii ft

*' all the condud cf his affairs; yet he refolved to ftick to him at all hazards."

^ Hift. de Vei;il't, par le Si;ur Aoicbr, de la lioufllji, tome ii.

defccndents,
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defcendents, as coming in a diredl line from Thomas Legge of

that place, who was fherifF of London in 1344, twice lord-mayor,

and twice reprefentative for the city in parliament ^

In the reign of Henry VII. the family fettled in Ireland,

where Edward Legge, Elq; was vice-prelident of Munfter, and

died in the year 1616, leaving behind him a very numerous po-

fterity, viz. fix fons and feven daughters, allof themdiftinguifn-

ed by their great merit, and feveral of the daughters efpecially,

by hving to a very extraordinary age ; Eliiabeth, the eldeft, to

J 05, Margaret, who married Mr. Fitzgerald, to upwards of

100, and Anne, the wife of William Anthony, Efqj who died

in 1702, aged 102 ^ But let us now return to theperfon whofe

alliens we are to record.

He was the eldeft fon of the famous colonel V/illiam Legge,

groom of the bed-chamber to king Charles I. and a moft con-

ftant follower of all his fortunes. Soon after the reftoration, his

father thought proper to fetid him to fea under the care of that

great and gallant admiral. Sir Edward Spragge, in the firfl

Dutch war in 1665, when Mr. Legge was barely feventeen ".

He diftinguilhed himlelf in all the adions of that and the fuc-

ceeding year by fuch remarkable tell:imonies of conducl as well

as courage, that in thofe days, when naval prefern:ients were

earned before they were enjoyed, he was without envy raifed to

the command of the Pembroke in 1667, when he wasyetfhort

of twenty, a preferment which did iiim as much honour as any
he afterwards obtained *.

After the peace, he applied himfelf afliduoufly to the ftudy of

the mathematics, efpecially to fuch branches of thatextenfive fci-

ence as have relation to the military art j and, having attained

to great fkill as an engineer, he was employed by his majeflyin

« See Fabian's chronicle, vol. ii. p. 219, 224, 230. edit. 1559. He ferved the

office of lard-mayor in 1347, and again in 1354. .Smwe's. furvey of London, p.

516. edit. I (Jo 3, 4to, As to hrs being in parliament for the city, I have that in a MS.
\xi\ of members for London, in which it appears he was chofen in 1349 and 1351-

' Thefc particulars are chiefly collefted from the memoirs of the family,

though they are likewife confirmed by <everal monumental iofcriptions.

" The reafon of his going to fea under Sir Edward Spragge was, becaufe of his

near relaiien to the Legge family, his mother being fecond finer to colonol Wil-
IJam Legge, this gentleman's father.

w This and feveral other puticulars arc taken from the faa-)ily-memoirs,

tha^
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that character, and in 1669 fucceeded his father In the command

of an independent company of foot. In 1671 he was made cap-

tain of the Fairfax, and, in 1672, of the Royal Catharine, in

which he fei ved with the higheft reputation, having beat the

Dutch out who boarded her while fhe was finking, and, after

he had flopped her leaks, brought her fafe into harbour j in

which defperate fervice he received fevcral wounds. In acknow-

ledgment of this and other marks of military virtue fhewn in that

memorable year, he was, towards the end of it, made lieutenant-

governor of Portfmouth, under his royal highnefs James duke of

York •, in 167:^ he was made governor of that place, and at the

fime time mafter of the horfe, and gentlemanof the bed-chamber

to the duke ^.

In 1677 he was added as an affiftant in the board ofordnanccj

with a falary of 300 \. per annum, and the fanie yeaf was pro-

moted to the rank of lieutenant-general of the ordnance, and had.

alfo a regiment of foot beflowed upon him. Thefe extraordinary

marks of royal favour were foon followed by llill greater teflimo-

nies of efteem and confidence; for in 168 1 he was fv/orn of

the privy-council to king Charles If. and in i682 had a fpecial

commiiTion to review all the forts and garrifons throughout the

kingdom of England, and was alfo conftituted and appointed

commander in chief. On the fecond of December, in the fame

year, he was, by letters-patent, raifed to the dignity of a peer of

this realm by the title of baron of Dartmouth in the county of

Devon; with remainder, in cafe of failure of his iffiie-male, to

his brother "William Legge, Efq; and his ilTue ; and, in the pre-

amble of the patent, his own and h.is father's fervices are very

juftly and gratefully acknowledged 7.

In

'f See the memoirs of tlie Dnich war, p. 119.

y Ttie preamble of this p.uent recites, " That his majefly remembering the

*' crcat ir.erits of William Legge, one of the grooms of the royal beJ-cham!)er

' to his late fatlier king Charles I. elpecially in that unparalleled rebellion raif.-d

" againd him, in which being a perfon of fingular /kill and experience in niili-

•' tary affairs, as alfo a valiant and expert corrimander, he faithfully fcrved him

" in moft of the battles and (leges of thofe unhappy times; alfo performed fc-

«• veral eminent fervices to the faid king (Inre his mcft happy rcftoration : and

*' farther confidering that George Legg?, elded fon of the faid Williann, follow-

«' ii'g his father's fteps in divers juilitary emjlayments, efpecially in fundry

• « IhArp and dangerous naval fights, whcrciii he did freely hazard bis life; for

•' which
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In 1683, the king finding it impofllble to fupport the garrifon

of Tangier out of his own revenue, and having little hopes of

obtaining any fupply for that purpofe from a parliament (his

lafl having fliewn a remarkable diflike to the keeping up of forces

there), refolved, notwithftanding the immenfe fums it had coft

him in fortifying the place, and in building a mole, which ren-

dered the port both convenient and fafe, to dellroy the whole,

and to bring back the troops he had there into England. The

management of this affair required great fecrecy, and much con-

du£l in the commander in chief, and this probably determined

the king to make ufe of lord Dartmouth, who was appointed go-

vernor of Tangier, and general of his majefty's forces in Africa,

as well as admiral of the fleet, in order to enable him to execute

his inftrudions, which he did very exaftly and effedlually ; fo

that, on his return home, the king was pleafed to make him a

grant of 1 0,000 1. as a reward for that fervice, befides other ac-

knowledgments^.

Upon the accefTion of king James II. his lordfliip met with all

the teftimonies of royal favour and friendfliip which his many

fervices, and unfpotted fidelity to that prince, deferved ; for he

not only continued him in all the ofHccs he then pofTefTed, buc

raifed him alfo to pofls of flill greater confequence ; fo that he

was at once mafler of the horfe to the king, general of the ord-

nance, conftable of the Tower of London, captain of an inde-

pendent company of foot, and one of the privy- council.

Thefe employments he executed with fo great diligence and

reputation, that he flood as high in the favour of the people as

he did in that of his prince, and was always confidered as the

greateft encourager of merit, and the mofl upright man in the

adminiftration of public affairs, that the age produced. He pre-

ferved the affe^lion and confidence of his mafter to the lafV, and

yet he was fo far from giving in to the king's fatal inclinations

" which refpeft being made general of the ordnance and artillery, and one of

•' hii mod hon urahle ptivy council, his majefly thought fit to dignify him with

•' fomc farther honour," &c,
z Particularly a grant of a fair (o be held twice t-year, and a market twice z-

week, upon Blackheath in the parilh of Leuilham in the county of Kent. It may

not be amifs to obfcrve here, that the greateft difficulty in executing his commil-

fion in Tangier was to blow up all the works there, without expofing the garrifon

to the Moors ; which icrvicc he p-iformed with equal caution and fu<:ccfs.

Vol. H. 3 U jto
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to Popery and arbitrary government, that he oppofed all coun-

fels, looking either v/ay, with much firmnefs and freedom,

though he took care to reftrain all his remonftrances within the

juft bounds of decency and duty ^.

In 1687 ^^"g James making a fliort progrefs, and lord Dart-

mouth attending him therein at Coventry, the city prefented his

majefty with a large gold cup and cover, which he immediately

gave to his lordlLip, and that too with a compliment as generous

and as acceptable as the prefent. " I would have your lordfhip,"

faid he, " receive this cup and cover as a mark of the city of

" Coventry's concern for the fuffcrings of your father in it.'*

For, in the time of the civil wars, old colonel William Legge

had remained long a prifoner in Coventry-gaol, after being taken

at the battle of Worcefter'^.

When it was abfolutely certain that the prince of Orange in-

tended to invade England, king James faw the neceflity of em-

ploying fome more confiderable perfon than Sir Hoger Strick-

land, who had hitherto commanded the fleet, and whofe being

a Papift, though it recommended him to that truft, rendered him

very difagreeable to the feamen. In this fituation of things his

majeily certainly made a very proper choice of lord Dartmouth

for the important office of admiral, {ince no man had greater

abilities, fcarce any fo great an affection for his majefty's perfon,

or fo hearty a zeal for his intereft.

* Prcfcnt date of England for the year 1687, by Dr. Edward Chamberlayne^

p. t6T.

b This ftory of his father's fuffcrings at Coventry certainly deferves the read-

er's notice ; and therefore, not to be wdnt'.ng cither to his entertainment, or to

tlie iliuftration of the hi(i;ory, I fubjoin it here. The great (hire colonel Wiiliam

Legge had in the favour of king Charles I. made him fo obnoxious to the rump,

that they intended to have executed him, as they did the earl of Derby, fur btr.ig

in arms agaitift them, and with that view they confined him in Coveniry-jjaoi.

His lady, knowing their cruelty, and having tried all her intereft with the peo-

ple in power in v^in, at laft contrived a very artful method for making his

elcape, which was as fnccersfully executed. With this view (he hired an old

woman to lend him her clothes, which he put on; and, having a clofe flool pjn

well-filled between his hands, the fmell kept the keepers at fiich a dirtance, that

]ie walked fairly off, withcu: their making any inquiries. After the murder uf

K.. Charles 1. he was much about tiie perfon of the duke of York, vhlch iiifpirctl

bis majvfty with a great tenderncfs k>r liim aud all his fansily.
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His lorddiip was much beloved by the feamen, and fb univer-

fally efteemed by the officers of the navy, that he very foon put

his fleet in a pofture fit for fervice; and though, as I have fliewn

clfewhere, it has been ftrongly reported, that his lordihip declined

fighting the Dutch fleet, yet it is certain that it was never in his

power, and that, if it had, both he and his officers would have

performed what they took to be their duty. But, after being

feverely ruflled by the ftorm, the fleet was forced into Portf-

mouth, where his iordfliip quitted the command to Sir John

Eerry, and returned to London •=.

After the revolution lord Dartmouth lived quietly, and fub-

mitted to the new government, yet was always fufpedted to re-

tain his old fentiments for the perfon who had been fo long, and

withal fo kind a mafber. For this reafon, and on account of fome

fuggeftions that he carried on a fecret correfpondence with the

exiled king, he was committed prifoner to the Tower of Lou«.

don. While he continue<l there, fome rumours flew abroad of

his being ill treated, which had fuch an effeft on the failors,

who loved him as their father, that they aiTembled in great bo-

dies on Tower- hill, where they expreiled their refentment in

fuch language, that it was at length found expedient to defire

lord Dartmouth to confer with them ; and, on his afiuring then^

that the report they had heard was void of any foundation, they

gave a chearful huzza, and difperfed immediately.

It is thought, however, that his confinement, and the wantr

of his ufual exercife, might contribute to the fliortening his days ^

for on the twenty-firft of October, 1691, he was feized with aa

apoplexy, which put an end to his life in the forty-fourth year

of his agc^.

His relations applied themfelves, on his deceafe, to the con-

ftable of the Tower, then lord Lucas, for leave to remove his

body in order to its interment; which his Iordfliip fcrupled, with-

« In the fecond volume we have already given fo fiili an accoiirt of this affair,

that it would bs tediLaJS to add any thinjr more here, except that lord Dartmouth

laid down his command as foon as he came on (hore, and, when he could not zCt

for his mjjerty, would not, as another favourite did, aft againft him.

d King James received the news of his death with great concern, and faid, with

a deep figh, " Then faithful Will. Legge'$ honeft fdn George is dead 1 I havs

•' few ft'.ch feivants now !"

3 U 2 OUC
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out receiving exprefs dire£lions from the king. But, upon ap-

plication made to his majefty, he not only ordered, that the bo-

dy fliould be immediately delivered to his lordfliip's relations,

but, upon his being informed that they intended to bury it near

the remains of his father in the Little Minories church, in a

vault belonging to his family, his majefty gave further orders,

that all fuch marks of refpedt fliould be paid at his funeral, as

would have been due to him, if he had died poffefled of all his

employments. Which is a circumftance equally honourable to

the memory of king William and lord Dartmouth, fince it (hews

impartiality and greatnefs of foul in the former, and the true

merit of the latter, which produced fuch a teftimony of refpe£t

from fo penetrating a judge ^.

A monument of white marble, adorned with a proper infcrip-

tion, was erefted to the memory of his lordfliip, by his confort

Barbara, baronefs of Dartmouth, who was the daughter of Sir

Henry Archbold, of StafFordfliire, who died in 1718, and lies

buried there by himf.

His lordfhip had by her an only fon William, afterwards earl

of Dartmouth, fo created by her majefty queen Anne, in the

tenth year of her reign. His lordfhip had alfo the honour of

being fecretary of ftate and lord privy-feai in the fame reign,

and difcharged both thofe high offices with that integrity here-

ditary in his lordftiip's family, and deceafing Dec. 15, 1750, at his;

houfe on Blackheath in Kent, in the feventy- ninth year of his

age, was fucceeded in his honour and eftates by his grandfon

William, now earl of Dartmouth,

MEMOIRS of Sir JOHN BERRY, Knight,

Rear-admiral of England.

r-|-^HERE cannot be a ftronger teftlmony of real ability, than

X a man's furmounting, by his fpirit and diligence, a long

feries of crofTes and misfortunes, and thereby forcing himfelf,

as it were, into an eafier iltuation, and by dfgrees into a con-

c This is taken from the memoirs of the family.

f The infcription is very long, otherwife we flioiild have infeted it, and his

lordfliip's memory too frefh, to make this pafs for an indiff-rent ejcure.

dition
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dition worthy of his merit. Fortitude in fufFerIng is a virtue no
kfs honourable than courage in atchieving, and the diftreiTes of

heroes, like the fhades in a fine picture, afford a graceful relief

to the brighter parts of the piece, and thereby confiderably

heighten its beauties. This obfervation cannotmorc fully be il-

luftrated, than it will be by the account we are to give of the

life and adions of Sir John Berry, who (without any afliftance

other than refulted from the contemplation of his courage and

condu£l) arrived at the dignity of rear-admiral of England, and

fliared the confidence of three fucceeding kings.

The family of the Berries in Devon fliire were feated at Berry-

Nerber near Ilfarcomb, where they had flouriflied for fome hun-

dreds of years 5. But the father of our gallant fea- officer was

never in any extraordinary circumftances. He owed his reputa-

tion, which (till fubfifts in his neighbourhood, not to rhe goods

of fortune, but to his learning and abilities, and above all to his

courage and loyalty. He was a clergyman, and vicar of Knowe-
fton and Molland in that county, where he difcharged his duty

with equal fidelity to the church and to the date. For this the

faints of thofe times not only turned him out of his livings, but

plundered his houfe, and took even his bed from under him; all

which they fold by public auction, except his books, which being

a large and valuable colledlion, they, to fhew their moderation

and generofity, beftowed them upon an Independent preacher.

Soon after this the truly reverend Mr. Daniel Berry (a vi<Elim to

his honeft principles) died of grief and want in the forty-fifth

year of his age, and left behind him a widow, Elifabeth, daugh-

ter of John Moore of Moorhays, Efq; and nine fmall children,

of which feven were fons and two daughters *•.

The eldeft, Robert, betook himfelf to the fea, where he fuc-

ceeded very well. The fecond, John, of whom we are to fpeak,

and who was born in his father's vicarage-houfe at Knowefton

in the year 1635, being at the good old man's death about fe-

K Pole's fiirvey of Devonfhire, MS. This village lies in Branton-hundred,

in the middle between Combe-Merton and Ilfarcomb, at a fmall dirtance fron»

ihe fea, and about twenty-fevcn miles from Exeter.

h Moft of thefc particulars arc taken from a monument erefled in the year

1684, by Sir John Berry, to the memory of his father. His two churches of

Knoweflon and Molland were not above two miles afunder, lying both in Moui<
ton hundred, at the diflance of about eighteen miles from Exeter.

venteen,
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venteen, went to Plymouth, where he bound himfelf apprentice

to Mr. Robert INIerhig, a merchant in that town, and part-

owner in feveral (hips. He went to fea in his fervice, and was

extremely unfortunate in fetting out, being twice taken by the

Spaniards, and fu-ffering a long imprifonnient, which, however,

did him no great hurt in the main. On his return to England

lie found his mafter in very bad circumftances ; which was no

prejudice to him •, for, in a (hort time after, Mr. Mering told

him, that, having now no farther occafion for his fervice, he

would, in reward of his paft diligence, give him the remainder

of his time, which he did freely i.

Mr. Berry, th'uS at large and at liberty to aci for himfelf, im-

mediately came up to London, where, by the help of fome

friends, he was preferred to be boatfwain of a ketch belonging

to the royal navy, called the Swallow, which, under the com-

mand of captain Infam, was ordered to the Weft Indies in com-

pany with two of his majefty's frigates, both of which were lofi:

in the gulf of Florida ; but the Swallow, by cutting down her

mafts, and heaving her guns overboard, as alfo her provifions,

got clear, and in the fpace of lixteen weeks, during which they

had nothing to eat but the fi(h they caught, or to drink but rain-

water, they arrived at Campeachy. There they furnifhed them-

felves with provifions, and then failed for Jamaica, where they

arrived in three weeks ^.

Sir Thomas Muddiford, who was a native of Devonfliire as

well as Mr. Berry, was then governor of that ifland, and he or-

dered the Swallow to be refitted, put eight guns on board her

;

and having intelligence that a pirate, who had taken one Mr.

Peach bound from Southamptcn to Jamaica, and marooned him

and all his crew, was ftill in thofe feas, he ordered the Swallow,

now well vi£lualled and manned, to put to Tea in quefi: of her,

and gave his countryman Berry the title of lieutenant.

In three weeks after they failed from Jamaica, they found the

pirate at anchor in a bay off the ifiand of Hifpaniola. He had

i The particulars mentioned in this life were moft of them collecfted by Mr.

Daniel Berry, brother to the admiral ; but, ss he wrore at a confiderable diltaiice

of time, he often omits dates, and lometirr.es miftakes them.

It It is not eafy to fix the 'irr.e of Mr. Berry's firft voyage to the Wefl Indies

;

^Ut probably it wiS in the year 1661.

about

i
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about fixty men and twenty guns, whereas the Swallow had but

forty men and eight fmall guns. Captain Infam, having confi-

dered the enemy's ftrength and compared it with his own, called

up all his men, and addrefTed them in thefe words : " Gentle-

*' men, the blades we are to attack are men at arms, old buc-

<* caneers, and fuperior to us in number and in the force of their

*' iliip, and therefore I would have your opinion, whether"

—

<* Sir," interrupted lieutenant Berry, " we are men at arms too,

** and, which is more, honeft men, and iight under the king's

** commiffion ; and, if you have no ftomach for fighting, be

" pleafed to walk down into your cabbin." The crew applaud-

ed this motion, and declared one and all for captain Berrv, who
undertook this atFair with great difadvantage.

The pirate rode at anchor to the windward, by which the

Swallow was obliged to make two trips under her lee, in which

^ilie received two broadfides, and two volleys of fmall Ihot, with-

out returning a gun. Mr. Berry then boarded her on the bow,

pouring in his broadfide, which killed the pirate tv/enty-two men
on the fpot : they then fought their way to the main-maft, where

. they called to the dodtor and his mate to get overboard, and

hang by the rudder, which they did; and foon after the pirate

was taken, having only feven men left, and thofe all wounded,

though they lived long enough to be hanged afterwards in Ja-

maica
J
and, which is ftill more remarkable, there was no body

killed on board the Swallow but the boatfwain's mate '.

On their return to Jamaica captain Infam confined his lieu-

tenant, and brought him to a court-martial, where, on the evi-

dence of the men, the court declared he had done his duty, and

ordered the captain to live peaceably with him in their voyage to

England, which he did ; and Mr. Berry, notwithftanding what

was paft, behaved towards him with all imaginable modefty and

fubmifiion.

In a lliort time after he came home the Dutch war broke our,

and Mr. Berry had afloopglven him, called the Marid, of four-

teen guns, with the king's commiuion. He held this fmall com-

i Thefe particulars are preferved in the MS. accounts of his brother's atcbitve-

meius, written by Mr. Btrry ; and I find the prinrip;;! fafis confirmed in an ac-

count of the tnoft remarkable pafTiges under lord V/indfor, Sir Thomas Muddi-

ford, and Sir Thomas LyncI), rutufljvtly governors of jarr.aic*.

mnnd
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mand for about four months, in which fpace he took thirty-two

prizes, and, for his extraordinary diligence, had the command

given him of the Coronation, a hired fliip of war of fifty-fix guns.

In this fhip he was foon after fent to the Weft Indies, where

our colonies were in no fmall danger, as having both the French

and Dutch upon their hands. On his arrival at Barbadoes the

governor bought fome large merchant-fliips, converted them in-

to men of war, and having made up nine fail, including the Co-

ronation, manned and put them under the command of commo-

dore Berry. With this little fleet he failed for Nevis, in order to

protect it from the French, who had already made themfelves

maflers of St. Chriftopher's, Antigua, and Mountferat. He was

fcarce arrived before he had intelligence, that the French were

preparing at St. Chriftopher's a very great force, which was in-

tended for the conqueft of Nevis. They had twenty-two men

of war and frigates, fix large tranfport-fliips of their own, and

four Dutch. With thefe they failed towards Nevis as to a cer-

tain vi«Slory.

Commodore Berry failed with his nine fhips to meet them

;

and, as he turned the point of the ifland, one of his beft fliips

blew up, which ftruck his men with aftonifhment. " Now you

*' have feen an Englilh fliip blow up," faid the commodore,

«' let us try if we can't blow up Frenchmen. There they are,

" boys ! and, if we don't beat them, they will beat us." Having

faid this, he immediately began the fight with the French ad-

miral, and, after a briflc engagement of upwards of thirteen

hours, he forced this mighty fleet to fly for flielter under the can-

non of St. Chriftopher's, whither he purfued them, fent in a fire-

fiiip, and burnt the French admiral : feeing her in flames, he faid

to his feamen, " I told you in the morning, that we fhould burn

** a Frenchman before night ; to-morrow we will try what we

<* can do with the reft." But, while he wjis refitting his fliips,

the enemy wifely ftole away, the French to Martinico, and the

Dutch to Virginia"'. Sir John Harman being fent with a fqua-

dron

•" We arc in fome meafure enabled to fix the date of this enterprize by the

following retnarkable pafTage, piefcrved in the phil.fophical tranfa^lions of the

royal focicty : " On the nineteenth of Auguft, iCSj, there was a terrible hurri-

*' cane in this ifland, at which time Sir John Beiry, captiin of the Coranation

** nun of war, was in the harbour with that aad fcvcral other iliij).', of whirh

'• one
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"drbn to ffl'eve ijim, commodore Berry returned to England,

and ferved with great honour in the channel and in the Medi-

terranean.

In the fecond Dutch war (as it was called, though properly

(peaking it was the third) he had the command of the Kefolution,

a fevenfy-gun iliip, in which he was prefent at the famous action

in Soutnwold-bay, on the twenty-eighth of May, 1672. In this

battle, the captain obferving that his royal highnefs the duke of

York, then lord high-admiral of England, was very hard prefTed,

he left his ftation, and came in to his relief, where the fervice

proved fo hot, that in lefs than two hours he had no fewer than

one hundred and twenty men killed, as many more wounded,

and his fliip fcarce able to float : upon this he was towed out of

the line, flopped his leaks^ and fell in to his place again in an

hour, and there did fuch fervice, that when his majefi:y came to

meet the fleet, and dined on board the Royal Sovereign at the

Buoy in the Nore, hej of his own motive, called for captain

Berry, and, having knighted him, faid very gracioully, " As
** our thoughts have been now upon honour, we will hereafter

** think of profit ; for I would not have fb brave a man a poor

ff knight"."

In the year 1682 it ivas thought expedient to fend the duke cf

York down to Scotland, and for this purpofe the Gloucefter

frigate, under the command of Sir John Berry, was ordered to

be ready: and accordingly, on the twenty-eighth of April, the

duke of York imbarked on board that fhip. In their paffiige Sir

John obferved on the third of May, when in the mouth of the

Humber, as he apprehended, an error in the pilot's condu(!il,

though he was looked upon as a man of great abilities in his em-

•' one was c.'>mm3nded by captain Langford, who, having learned fome of tliC

" prognoftics ot a lUrr.ado fiom a Charibbcan, perceiving them, he toM Sir John
" 4nJ the other cummaridcrs ef it, who, <l<fpei!dini5 on his intelligence, rnatie

*' their fhips ready for the fea, and in the morning, about four of the clock, the

' wind coming very hard norchcriy, they put to fea, and came all bsck, in four

" or five days lime, (aFe to the road again. Captain Laugford was afhore, and

" being confidtnt of the hurricane's coming, took fnch care before-hand to fc*

«' cure his fvigars and gi)oJs in the flort-houfe, that, when the hurricane had

" carried away the roof of the lioufe, all, except one hogfbead of fugif, remained

f' jafe." Lowthor^'s ahiidgmcr.t, vcd. ii. p. 106.

n Cital^gue of kniglits made by king Cliarles TI.

Vol. II. 3 X ployment,
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ployment. Of this he informed the duke, and defired they might

ly to, at leaft for that night, which the pilot oppofed ; and,

being a great favourite of the duke, his advice prevailed. But his

royal highnefs was foon convinced of the fuperiority of Sir John

Berry*^s judgment, fince, in three quarters of an hour afterwards,

the fhip was loft, and about three hundred people in her,

amongft whom were fome perfons of the firft rank •, and the

duke himfelf narrowly efcaped in the tong-boat. Sir John Berry

ftanding with his fword drawn in the fternof the boat to hinder

people from crowding in, which undoubtedly faved the duke,

fince a very few more would have overfet the long-boat °.

For the lofs of this fliip Sir John, according to the rules of the

navy, Was tried by a court-martial ; but, it appearing clearly to

have happened through another man's fault, he was not only

acquitted, but continued ftill in as great favour as ever both with

the king and duke, who frequently confulted him as to the ma-

nagement of the navy.

When a refolution was taken in 1683 to blow up Tangier,

and a confiderable fleet was fent thither under the command of

lord Dartmouth, Sir John Berry was made choice of to be his

vice-admiral, and had the fole command of the fleet while his

lordfliip was on fliore direding the blowing up of the works*

In this critical expedition Sir John gave fuch remarkable tefti-

monies of his courage and conduft, and took fuch care in bring-

^ This accident happened by their rtriking upon the fand called the Lemon and

Ore, fixteen leagues from the mouth of the Humber. Two thing? were very re-

markable, that the duke took extraordinary care of colonel John Churchill, af-

terwards duke of Marlborough, and called him firft into the boat. The other

was, that the mariners aboard the finking vefTcl gave a loud huzza, when they

faw the duke in fafety. Bifhop Burnet's account of this matter is too remarkable

to be forgot. " The duke," fays he, " got into a boat, and took care of his

" dogs, and fome unknown perfons, who were taken, from that earnef! care of
" his, to be his priefls. The long-boat went off" with very few in her, though

" file migh: have carried off" above eighty more than (he did. One hundred and
' fifty perfons pcrilhed, fome of them men of great quality." The Gloncefler

frigate was a fliip of forty gnns, there were upwards of fifty perfons faved with

tiie duke, and that eighty more (honld be able to go into her long-boat, is a faft

that will gain but little credit at Wapping. Befides, the keeping the people cut

*\3S Sir John Berry's aft, and, if there had been any fuch circum fiances of ciui-K

ty, one can fcarce believe the failors would have tedificd fo much joy at his roya^

highnefs's cfcape,

ing
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ing ofF all the Englifli and their efFe£ls, that, upon his return

home, he was made a commiflloner of the navy, in which poft

he continued to the day of his deaths.

Under the reign of king James II. he was in as high favour

as he could defire, the king conftantly confulting him in matters

relating to the management of the fleet •, and he was one of the

commiffioners called in on that great reform of the navy, men-r

tioned in the clofe of the 1 7th chapter, and had the chief hand

in bringing things into that exquifite order in which they were

•found when the king withdrew to Prance ''. He was not, how-

ever, confidered folely as a commiffioner, and as a man no long-

er fit for a£live employment; for when it was known that the

Dutch meditated an invafion, and a fleet was fitted out to defend

our coafts, Sir John Berry was appointed vice-admiral, and hoifl-

ed his flag on board the Elifabeth, a third fate, the admiral, lord

Dartmouth, being in the Refolution, and the rear-admiral, lord

Berkley of Stratton, firft in the Montague, and then in the Ed-

gar. After the landing of the prince of Orange, when lord

Dartmouth thought fit to leave the fleet, the fole command of it

devolved on Sir John Berry, who held it until it was laid up%

The change of the government wrought none in the condition

of our admiral. An experienced officer, and a man of honour,

will be a welcome fervant to every prince. King William was

one who valued abilities, and underftood them, and therefore he

often fent for Sir John Berry to confer with him on naval af-

fairs ; and once particularly the king engaged with him in fo

elofe and earnefl a converfation, that it took up the whole night,

and Sir John was not difmifled the royal clofet, until it was pret-

ty far advanced in the morning. Yet this favour brought him

no acceflion either of poft or profit 5 he kept what he had, and

probably thought that fuSicient, being commiiTioner of the navy,

governor of Deal-caftle, and captain of an independent cona-

pany^

We now haften to the laft fcene of his life, over which fuch

a curtain has been drawn, as leaves it not in our power to let in

P Wfemoirs of the lord Dartmouth, cited in the former life, ^ Memoirs

relating to the fbte of ihi royai navy of England, by Samuel Pepys, E'q; p. ji.

f Biirchet's naval hillory, book iv. ch, i. s Fiom the memoirs before

flVeiuioned.

3X2 the
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the light. He was ordered, in the beginning of the month ot^

February, 1691, to Portfmouth, to pay off Tome (hips there;

and, while he was employed in the dilcharge of this office on

board one of them, he was fuddenly taken ill, and thereupon

carried on fliore to Portlmouth, where, in three or four days, it

was given out that he died of a fever; but, upon opening his

body, it appeared clearly to the phyficians and furgeons who

were prefent, that he did not die a natural death, but that he

had been difpatched out of the world by poifon, though by

•whom, or for what reafon, never appeared, or at leaft: it was

never made public ^

In his private life his wifdom, beneficence, integrity, and un-

feigned attachment to the church of England, were as confpi-

cuous as his courage and other military virtues in his public cha-

racter: fo that he died equally lamented, by all who knew him,

either as a private gentleman or as an Englifli admiral. His

corpfe, according to his own dire£lion, was carried from Portf-

mouth to London, and decently interred in the chancel of Step-

ney-church, where a noble monument is eredled to his memory,

all of white marble, adorned with his buft in alabafter. Over

his head are the arms of his family, viz. in a field, gules, three

bars, or ; and, on a white marble table underneath, the follow-

ing infcription :

" Ne id nefcias, leflor, D. Johannes Berry, Devonienfis,

** dignitate equeftri clarus, mari tantum non imperator, de rege

*' et patria (quod et barbari norunt) bene meritus, magnam ob

** res fortiter geftas adeptus gloriam fam?s fatur, pofi: multa&re-

<' portatas victorias, cum ab aliis vinci non potuit, fatis ceffit

«<Ti4mo Feb. 1691 ; baptizatus 7mo Jan. 1635."

The lady of Sir John Berry furvived him many years, but he

left no ilTue by her, nor, fo far as I have been able to learn, ever

had any".

t This gentleinin might be laid to (i!e in the fl)wer of his age, if we coi fiJer

him as an admiral, fince he was lifde more than fif-y-Gy, 'vhcn thus Cdrri;d off,

» This particular is likewifc takfn from Lis bruihcr's nicaioiis.

MEMOIRS
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MEMOIRS of ARTHUR HERBERT, Baron

Herbert of Torbay, Earl of Torrington, and Admiral

and Commander in chief of the Fleet of England.

IT is the duty of hiftorians to report things fairly, and to fpeak

of men impartially, without exaggerating their virtues, or

extenuating their vices, by exhibiting their charadlers to pofterity

in that light, in which, after the befl: inquiry thty are able to

make, they appear to themfelves ; for, as water never rifes

higher than its fource, fo it is impoflible that an author fhould do

more for his reader than his talents and his informations will

permit. The latter were fo inconfiderable when this work was

firft written, that it was thought more expedient not to attempt

a life of this noble perfon, than to repeat a few facls and dates,

fo indifferently conne6ted, as that it could not be prefumed they

would give even the moft indulgent perufer any fatibfaftion.

After much pains and fearch fome better materials have been

found; and as almoft every remarkable traixfaclion of this great

man's life fell within the compafs of k'lvy William's reign,

or at leaft not much later, and is more or lefs allied to thof;;

tranfa£lions of which we have been fpeaking, it feemed more

natural to pLace wliat we have to fay of him here, than at the

time of his death, when they could not fail of making an appa-

rent breach in the order of our hiftory.

He was the fon of Sir Edward Herbert of London, knighf,

of the noble family of Herbert of Chirbury, a branch of that of^

Pembroke, which fufFering feverely for the loyalty of Sir Ed-

ward, obliged his fons to think of making their fortunes by their

induftry and merit '^ Arthur the eldeft, though he had a fmall

eftate of his own, made the fea his choice, as his younger bro-

ther Edward did the law ; and both attained the highell: ftations,

the latter becoming chief-jul^ice of the king's bench ^, as well as

the former admiral of the fleet of England.

Our young ieaman, immediately after the reftoration, was

much taken notice of by his royal highnefs James duke of York,

by whofe favour he was very early promoted to the command of

w Peerage of Er.gLnd, vol. iii. p. 317. s Wood's Athen. Oxon.
vol, ij. p. P9J.

one
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one of his majefly's fhips of war ; and, in the firfl: Dutch war in

the reign of Charles II. he commanded the Pembroke in the

•Straits y. He diftinguiflied himfelf there, according to the man-
ner of thofe times, in a very high degree, as appears from the

following extract of a letter from Cadiz, dated in March 1667,

which I chufe to produce in the fame plain and artlefs language

in which it was wrote, rather than hazard any variation in the

fadls, by attempting to give it a better drefs.

" Captain Herbert in the Pembroke is now in this port, being

" newly returned from a frefli difpute with a Zealand man of

** war, of thirty-four guns, and one hundred and eighty men,
«*^ with whom he fought fome days before, in fight of that bay,

" from two in the afternoon, till the night put an end to that

<' day's work. All that night the Pembroke frigate carrying

«' out a liglit for the Zealander, and the next morning, being

«* to the windward, fired a gun, and bore up to re-engage her;

** but the Zealander, being the nimbler failer, bore away once

*' or twice before the wind, declining any farther difpute, which

*' the frigate perceiving, and fearing to be put to leeward of the

** port by a fruitlefs purfuit, the wind then blowing a flirong le-

•* vant, came again for the bay, which the Zealander wanted

<* not the confidence to boaft of as a mark of his vi^ory. Since

<' this, the frigate being put afl-jore to walh and tallow, the

<' Zealander made feveral challenges, but went out again to fea,

** before the frigate could get ready. Yefterday morning the

** Zealander coming in, the frigate, being ready, went out to

'*' meet him, and palTed five times upon him within piftol-fliot,

*' until the Zealander, finding the fervice too hot, bore in for

** the bay, purfucd for a long time by the frigate, which, being

*•
, unable to overtake him, fired her chace gun, and ftood out

" again to fea, the Zealander anfwering her challenge with a

*' friendly falute of three ^guns to leeward, but yet thought it

f* convenient to put into the bay, where he triumphantly fired

<^ all his guns, leaving the Pembroke at fea in vain attending

** him till the next morning. The captain of the Zealander af-

*' terwards came afliore, endeavouring to perfuade the people

** that his main-maft was difabled, and that he wanted fiiot for

y An impartial account of f)me remarkable palT-gcS in the life of Arthur, earl

•f ToniPgton, p. i.

«< hi^
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" his guns. In this difputc the frigate had feven men killed, and

" five hurt, but none mortally, and her fore-mad fomewhat dif-

" abled, but will fpeedily be refitted and made ferviceable."

He continued after this affair in the Straits for about fix

weeks, till he had advice that rear-admiral Kempthorne ^ was

failed with his fquadron for the Straits mouth, where he took

care to join him with a fmall fleet of lixteen or feventeen mer-

chantmen under his convoy, in order to proceed with the rear-

admiral to England. They met with nothing extraordinary in

their pallage till about the middle of the month of May, when,

being off the ifland of Portland, the Pembroke ran foul of the

Fairfax in the night, and funk at once ; but captain Herbert and

mod of his crew were happily faved, there being none loft in the

vefiTel but a few fick men, who were not able to help themfclves,

and whom the fuddennefs of the accident, and the confufiou

every body was in, hindered from being afiifted by others. After

this narrow efcape captain Herbert went on board another iliip

of the fquadron, and arrived fafely at Portrmouth'.

It was not long before he had another iliip given him, and

both in that, and in the fecond Dutch war, he behaved upon all

occafions with great fpirit and refolution, receiving feveral

wounds, and lofing the fight of one of his eyes in his country's

fervice ; all which confidered, it muft feem very ftrange, that,

when he fell afterwards under misfortunes, his courage fhould

be difputed. In one of the laft fea-fights in the fecond Dutch

war, he had the command of the Caaibridge, in which Sir

Fretchville Hollis had been killed in the battle of Solebay, and,

as captain Herbert fucceeded in his com.mand, he was very near

fucceeding alfo to the fame difafter, being defperately wound-

ed in the a6lion, and his fliip fo difabled, that together with the

Refolution, which was in as bad a condition, flie was by prince

Rupert fent home to refit ^.

After that war was over, captain Herbert had leifure to at-

tend the court, and to folicit the rewards that were due to his

fervices, in which he met with all pofiible kindncfs from the

2 See I he memoirs of admiral Kempthorne. ^ Monthly intc-iligenre,

foreign and domeftic. May 1667. t> Account of the proceedings of his

majerty's fleet under the coirmand ^f his ferene hi^hnefs prince Rupert, palantine

Of the Rhine, and duke of Cumberland, p. 4.

duke
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duke of York, who, as he had been hitherto careful of hly

fortunes, thought himfelf obliged to affift him in liis prctenfions 5

fo that in the year 1680 or 1681 he was madercar-adiniral of the

blue'^, and from that time was confidered as a perfon who had

as much probability of rifing as any in the fervice. It was not

long before an occafion offered which juftihed this conjefture

;

for it being found necelTary to fend a fupply of troops and mili-

tary ftores to Tangier, then in our hands, as alfo a fquadron to

curb the infolence of the Algerines, who, notwithftanding the

treaties that had been concluded but a few years before, began

again to diSiurb our commerce, it was rcfolvcd, that the com-

mand of this armament fliould be given to admiral Herbert ''j

who was accordingly inftrudled to contribute as much as pofiible

to the raifing the liege of Tangier, and, when that was done, to

ufe his beft endeavours to bring the Algerines to a fubmiflion,

and to a new treaty, upon better and more explicit terms than

were contained in that they had lately broken, which they pre-

tended to explain in fuch a manner as to juftify their piracies.

In 1682 rear-admiral Herbert failed into the Mediterranean

with a ftrcng fquadron, and a confiderable number of tenders

and ftore-fiiips, which arrived very fafe under his convoy at Tan-

gier. He found that fortrefs not a little ftraitened by the Moors,

by whom it was fo clofely blocked up, that nothing could enter

it by land. Mr. Herbert not only relieved the garrifon by the

feafonable fupply that he brought of provifions and military

ftores, but refolved alfo to reftore his countrymen to liberty as

•well as plenty, by compelling the enemy to raife the blockade.

He landed, with this view, as many feamen out of the fleet as

he could pciTibly fpare, formed them into a battalion, and by

attacking the Moors on one fide, while the garrifon made a briflc

lally, and drove them from mofl of tkeir pofts, on the other^

obliged them to leave the neighbourhood of the place, and to

retire farther within land ^.

He executed the otl^cr part of his charge with refpecH: to the

Algerines, with equal fpirit and fuccefs, deftroyed fome of tlieir

flups, and difpofcd things in fuch a manner to diflurb and diftref^

i So I fiid it in an account of navil promotions extracted from ffcre'sry Pe-

py's papers. d Burchci's nava). hiftory, p. 404, 405. ^ Cuiamna.

foftrata, p. xj?,.
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\\i^t ftatc by Tea, as obliged the dey to fimimon a divan, In which

it wns relblved to enter into an immediate negociation with the

Eiiglifli admiral: the terms were very fpeedily fettled, without

any of thofe ambiguities, which left them pretences for breaking

their treaties when they pleafed; and, the bufinefs of his expe-

dition being happily over, he returned home fafe, with the fqua-

dron under his command, towards the latter end of the fame

year""'.

Some time after this, but whether in the reign ofking Charles

II. or king James, I am not able to fay, he was promoted to the

rank of vice-admiral, and was as much efteem.ed by thefeamen,

and in as high credit at court, as any officer in the fervice. He
was alfo appointed one of the commiflioners for executing the

office of lord-high-adrairal of England, in conjunclion with

Daniel, earl of Nottingham, Sir Humphry Winch, bart. Sir

Thomas Meeres, knt. Sir Edward Hales, bart. Henry Saville,

Efc]; Sir John Chicheley, knt. and John lord Vaughan, on the

feventecnth of April, 1684, his name appearing In the commif-

fion, after that of Sir John Chicheley s. The favours he had

received from the duke of York gave him room to expe£l far-

ther preferments upon the accelfion of that prince to the

throne ; nor was he deceived in his expcdations, fince, in the

beginning of the new reign, he v/as made vice-admiral of Eng-

land, and mafter of the robes'', there being at that time no man
iof his rank who was more heartily attached either to the go-

vernment or to the perfon of that prince.

But when the fcheme for repealing the te(l-a£l: came under

tonQderation, and king James thought fit to clofet fuch of his

officers in the army and fleet as had feats in the houfc of com-

mons, it quickly appeared, that vfce-admiral Herbert was none:

of thofe complying fpirics, who for the fake of private profit

would facrilice the intereft of the public'. His brother, the lord

chief-juftice Kerbertj had exp(>ild himfelf to public odium by

giving judgment in his court, in ir.\/our of the king^s difpenfing

f An impartial arcount cf f^me rciT!arkab!3 paflages in the lifo of Arthur, earl

of Torrington, Pointer's chronological hiftorian, vol. i. p. 2<)9. 3 The

laws, erdiiianeei, and inftiru ions of the admiralcy of Great Britain, vol. ii. p.

367. ^ Rer(Oy's memoirs, p 241. Standford'i hiftory of the corona-

tion of Ki James and Q^ Mary. p. ii, 79. i RerelVy's memoirs, p. J4t,

Vol. II. 3 Y power,
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power, upon an aQlon brought againft Sir Edward Hales,- who
had accepted an employinenr, without qualifying himfelf for it

by taking the oaths the law required j and, though this feemed

in fome meafure to have done all that the king wanted, he (till

perlifled in his defign of having the teft-a<5l repealed, which,,

amongft other extraordinary confequences, produced the difgrace

of vice-admiral Herbert, who to that hour had never done any

thing to difoblige the king, or had perceived the leaft coldnefs

in his majefty towards hini*^. We have this ftory at large in

bifhop Burnet's hiftory of his own times ', with fome inferences

from it that are very juft-, I fliall give it the reader, therefore,

in his own words.

*< So little reg,ard,'' fays that prelate, " had thechief-juflice's

*' neareft friends to his opinion in this particular, that his bro-

<< ther admiral Herbert, being prefied by the king to promife

** that he would vote for the repeal of the tefi:, anfwered the

«» king very plainly, that he could not do it either in honour or

*< confcience. The kingfaid, he knew he was a man of honour,

*' but the reft of his life did not look like a man that had great

«' regard to confcience. He anfwered boldly, he had his faults,

'* but they were fuch, that other people who talked more of

*' confcience were guilty of the like. He was indeed a man
•* abandoned to luxury and vice : but though he was poor, and

" had much to lofe, having places to the value of four thoufand

*' pounds a-year, he chofe to lofe them all rather than comply,

" This made much noife ; for, as he had great reputation for

" his condudl in fea affairs, fo he had been moft paflionately

** zealous in the king'^s fcrvice, from his iirft fetting out to that

" day. It appeared by this, that no part fervice would be con-

*' fidered, if men were not refolved to comply in every thing."'

The bifliop bears very hard, in the beginning of this account

of the vice-admiral's behaviour, upon that of his brother the

cliief-jufticej as he does likewife in many other places ; it is there-

fore but common juftice to the character of that gentleman,

V'ho was a 'great lawyer, and in private life a very generous

worthy man, to take notice, that he was very far from being Co

abfolute a time-fcrvcr as he is frequently reprefented j for the

k An impartial account of feme remarkable padi^cs in the life of Arthur, carl of

Torrington, i-c, i Vol. i. p. (Jyi.

truth



ARTHUR HERBERT. 539

truth is, that he fufFered as well as his brother for his regard to

the public, and there feems to be no reafon that this truth {hould

not be as well known. When king James found it was in vain

to think of attaining his purpofes by a parliament, he placed all

his hopes in what was certainly a fitter initrument foranfwering

his defign, and that was his flanding army. Yet in the manage-

ment of this there was fome difficulty ; for, bein-g compofed of

Englilhmen, they fhewed an inclination rather to defert theix

colours than to acSt againft their country. To prevent this, it

was refolved to make ufe of an a£l of parliament, by which it

was made felony for any foldier to quit his colours, after hdrtrr

duly inlifted in the king's fervice, in time of war, either in parts

beyond the feas or in Scotland. But, to make this law operate

in England was not very confenant to law, how much foever it

might be to the king's will in this point, therefore the lord

chief-juftice Herbert v/as as far from complyiqg in this, as his

brother the admiral had been in that of the telt j upon which he
was removed, and was fucceeded In his high office by Sir Ro-
bert Wright, who had not long after hanged a poor foldier

upon that ftatute, by way of wetting his commiffion •".

It is true, that Sir Edward Herbert fallowed the fortunes of

kis mafter, and remained with him in France, which fliewed

that what he did upon the bench, proceeded purely from con-

fcience, and not from any private reafon of hope or fear what^

ever. But this conducl of the chlef-juflice in lucceeding times,

was thrown in the teeth of his brother, and ill-natured people

took occafion to fuggeft, that it was very unlikely one fliould be

faithful to king William, while the other was excepted out of
all a£ts of indemnity for his adherence to king James ". But
let us now quit this Ihort digrefiion, which, hov/ever, fhews what
fentiments the foundeft lawyers had of a ftanding army in thofe

days, in order to return to the condu^ of vice-admiral Herbert
after he was removed from his employments, and reduced to the
ftate of a private man, with no very con fiderable fortune tofupc

port even that.

f" Wood's Arhen, Oxon, vol, ii, col. Coz.
n In many of the pamphlets after the earl's diforare, this was reflected on, and

the ttiuhar of the impartial account apologifcs fur it.

3 Y ? JhQ
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The fmall appearance tliere was of his being able to live with

honour or even with fafety at home, and his inclination to follow

many perfons of great reputation, who at that jundlure chofc to

retire abroad, induced him to withdraw to Holland, whither he

•was either accompanied or quickly followed by his brother co-p

lonel Charles Herbert, and by his coufin Henry Herbert, Efq;

whom king William afterwards created lord Herbert of Cherbu-

ry. Upon his arrival at the Hague the vice-admiral was exceeds

Jngly well received, and not long after taken into the fervice of

the Scates, which was a very prudent and, in its confequences,

beneficial ftep, numbers of EngliHi feamen following, and enter-

ing for his fake into the Dutch fervice ^, which convinced the

States that things were come to a crifis in England, and that the

king had lofi: the affe<5lions of the fubjects to a ftrange degree,

when the feamen, who of all others had fliewed themfelves moft

hearty in his caufe, began to forfake him,

At the prince of Orange's court vice-admiral Herbert was very

fincerely welcomed ; he vvas known to be a man of great weight

and experience, one that perfecSlly underftood the ftate of the

EnfTJifli fleet, and the temper and characters of the officers who

commanded it ; fo that there is no colour of reafon to wonder

he was treated with very high refpeft, and received into the mofl

entire confidence, more efpecially as he took care to maintain

lijs dignity by a very cautious and referved behaviour, contrary

to that heat and vehemence exprefi'ed by fome other perfons,

who thought to make their court, by reprefenting an attempt u-

pon England as a thing that might be eafdy accompliflied ;

whereas the vice-admiral underftood and fpoke of it as an un-

dertaking that required a very connderable Ih-cngtli, exceeding

difcreet management, and much deliberation ^.

The fame prelate we have before quoted gives us, on this oc-

cafion, a very diifercnt charader of Mr. Herbert from that which

he had drawn before, in order to fiiew how great his own me-

rit was in managing a man wh.o was altogether untra^table in the

hands of others, and even of the prince himfelf ; the palTage is

•very curious, and therefore the reader fhall i\e it in the bifliop's

*> Sir John Rerefby's memoirj, p. i66. P An impartial account of

Kvary remarkable palligc s in the life of Arthur, eat! of Tcnington, <i;c.

pwn
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own words'': " Admiral Herbert came over to Holland, and
' was received with a particular regard to his pride and ili-hu-

" mour; for he was on every occafion fo fuUen and peevifli,

« that it was plain he fet a high value on himfelf, and expelled

«< the fame of all others. He had got his accounts paft, in which

« he complained, that the king had ufed him not only hardly,

*< but unjuftly. He was a man delivered up to pride and luxury

;

<' yet he had a good underftanding, and he had gained fo great

*' a reputation by his fleady behaviour in England, that the

<* prince underftood, that it was expelled he fhould ufe him as

« he himfelf Hiould defire, in which it was not very eafy to him
** to conftrain himfelf fo far as that required. The managing

" hini was in a great meafure put on me ; and it was no eaiy

" thing. It made me often reile6l on the providence of God,
** that makes fome men inftruments in great things, to which

<* they themfelves have no fort of affection or difpolition ; for his

« private quarrel with the lord Dartmouth, who he thought had
*' more of the king's confidence than he himfelf had, was be-

<' lieved the root of all the fullennefs he fell under toward the

" king, and of all the firmnefs that grew out of that."

It mufl appear more wonderful than any thing obferved by our

hiftorian, if this was the real character of the man, that tiie

States General and the prince of Orange fhould give him the title

of lieutenant-general-admiral, and intruil him with the fupreme

command '^ of their ileet. It is true our author fays, that this was

not very eafy to the States, or to the prince himfelf, who thought

it an abfurd thing ; but why did they do it then ? Nothing lefs,

fays he, would content Herbert. If this was fo, we have fome
reafon to believe, that the States and the prince of Orange had'

a very high opinion of his talents, or of his intereft, in taking fo

extraordinary a (lep, merely becaufe he would not be content

without it ^.

But it was more probable, that he was put at the head of the

fleet, becaufe there were many reafons that made him the pro-

pereft man for that command, fuch as the nature of the deliga

itfelf, his intereft among the officers of the Englifli navy, his

<1 Hiftory of his own times, vol. i. p. -jCt. r Le Cierc hifboire des pro-

vinces uniss, tome iii, p. 409. Mercure hiftorique et politique, tome v, p. 11315.

I Hiftory of his own times, vol. i. p. 764.

perfect.
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perfedl acquaintance with our coafls, his being moft likely to

engage the governors of fea-port towns to come in to the prince,

snd, above all, the neceffity they were under of having fome

Enghihman in a high pofi:, to prevent the people from confider-

ing this as a hoftile invafion. Now, if we view this matter in

thefe lights, it is no difFicLilt thing to fee, that, of all the Englifli

who were about his royal highnefs, vice-admiral Herbert was in

every refpecl the fittefl man to beintrufted with that command;

and therefore, if nothing elfe would content him, it might not

proceed from pride, from ambition, or ill humour, but from his

making a right judgm.ent of things, and knowing that nothing

could contribute fo much to the fuccefs of the enterprize; yet, of

the two, it is infinitely more probable, that he did not inlift upon

this himfelf, but that the States and the prince of Orange con-

ferred the command upon him as a thing which they faw to be

very expedient, or rather abfolutely neceflary*.

It was certainly a very extraordinary undertaking in all re-

fpe£ts, and will appear fo, if we reflecl that a great army was

to be embarked; that feven hundred tranfports were to be pre-

pared for that embarkation; that provifions, ammunition, and

every thing requifite for the fervice, as well of the army as of the

fleer, was to be procured in a ihort time, and with the utmoft

fecrecy ; all which was a(Slually done by the indefatigable dili-

gence of four commirhoners, viz. Benttnck, Dykvelt, Van Hulfl,

and Herbert: it is plain therefore, that his flciil in dire6ling what

was requifite for the fleet was entirely relied on ; and, if he had

been fuch a haughty, morofo, overbearing perfon, he could have

hardly maintained a fair correfpondence with his colleagues for

fo long a fpace as they were engaged in making thefe prepara-

tions ; as to which our hiftorian tells us, that they were two

months conftantly employed in giving all the neceflary orders,

which they did with fo little noife, that nothing broke out ali

that time".

After fuch an inftance of his capacity and indefatigable care,

they miglic well expecl that the reil of his condu6l would be of

a piece. But what feerns farther to explain the real intention of

the States and the prince of Orange in trufting vice-admiral

* Hiuory of the revoln'ior, p. J3j.

w Hiilory Oi" his o»a times, vul. i, p. tSi.

Herbert.
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Herbert, though a ftrnnger, with Co high a command, was, the

publiihing his letter to the commanders of the Enghfii fleet ut

the very fame time with the prince of Orange's declaration ; for,

if they had not placed very ili-ong hopes upon that, without

queftion it had never been publifhed at all, and, if they had fuch

hopes, this alone will fufficiently account for the giving him the

chief command under the prince of Orange, to whom, by thtf

nature of his commiffion, he was lieutenant-general by Tea. Nei-

ther were thefe hopes of influencing the Englifh fcamen flightly

grounded, fince the pamphlets wrote in thole times univerfally

agree, that the feamen had a very general and warm averllon to

Popery, difliked and defpifed fuch of their officers as had em-

braced that religion, and were very prone in their cups to drink

admiral Herbert's health ; fo that thefe were very ftrong indica-

tions of their ill-will on one fide, and their good-will on the

other'*'.

It is however true, that this letter had not the efle£l: that v;as

expedted from it, or rather had not fuch an efFedt fo foon as it

was expected ; but this wa5 chiefly owing to unforefeen and in-

evitable accidents ; neither can any thing be affirmed about it

with much certainty : but as the letter itfelf is curious, and as it

is not commonly to be met with, unlcfs in a French traqflation,

it may not be difagreeable to the reader here ; and there is the

more reafon to infert it, becaufe nothing can have a clofer rela-

tion to this noble perfon's memoirs, fince it rauft be allowed to

have been the moft remarkable and mofl important paper that

ever fell from his pen, and was conceived in the following

words.

To all commanders of (hips and feamen in his majefiy's

fleet.

Gentlemen,

I HAVE little to add to what his highnefs has expreflcd in

general terms, befides laying before you the dangerous way you

are at prefent in, where ruin or infamy muft inevitably attend

you, if you do not join with the prince in the common caufe

w An impartial account of many remarkable pafTiges in the life of the eari of

Terriiigton, irc^

for
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for the defence of your religion and liberties ; for fliould d

pleafe God, for the fins of the Englifh nation, to fuffer youi- arms

to prevail, to what end can your vi£lory ferve you, but ro en-

Have you deeper, and overthrow the true religion in which you

have lived, and your fathers died, of which 1 beg you as a friend

to confider the confequences, and to reflecl on the blot and infa-

my it will bring on you, not only now, but in all after-ages,

that by your means the Proteftant religion was deftroyed, and

your country deprived of its ancient liberties ; and if it pleafes

God to blcfs the prince's endeavours with fuccefs, as I do not

doubt but he will, confider then what their condition will be

that oppofe him in this fo good a defign, where the greateft

favour they can hope for, is their being fufFered to end their

days in mifery and want, detefted and defpifed by all good

men.

It is, therefore, for thefe and for many other reafons, too long

to infert here, that I, as a true Englifliman, and your friend,

exhort you to join your arms to the prince for the defence of

the common caufe, the Proteftant religion, and the liberties of

your country.

It is what I am well aflured, the major and beft part of the

army, as well as the nation, will do as foon as convenience is

offered. Prevent them in fo good an adlion while it is in

your power, and make it appear, that as the kingdom has al-

ways depended on the navy for its defence, fo you will yet go

further, by making it as much as in you lies the protection of

her religion and liberties ; and then you may aflure yourfelves

of all marks of favour and honour, fuitable to the merits of fo

glorious an a£lion. After this I ought not to add fo inconfider-

able a thing, as that it will for ever engage me to be in a moil

particular manner,

Your faithful friend)

Aboard the Leyden, And humble fervant,

in the Goree, Ar. Herbert.

"When every thing was ready, the troops were imbarked with

fo much fpeed and fecrecy, that no advices could be given in

England that could be of any ufe ; but notwithftanding this

care, the fleet was obliged to return. They failed on the nine-

teenth
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teenih of Oftober, 1688, and they put back into port on the

twenty-fecond. This was a great difappointment j and, with'^

out doubtj had things been managed by a prince of lefs firm-

nefs, or by an admiral of lefs experience, their expedition had

been loft*. It is reported, that admiral Herbert advifed put-

ting ofFthe bufinefs to that late feafon of the year, becaufe he

judged that the winds would be more favourable ; that the

king's fleet would be lefs able to a£l ; and that, when the en-

terprize was fo long delayed, it would be concluded in Englandl

to be given over.

His ferene highnefs came into this propolition for the reafons

before-affigned, and tor one as weighty as any of them, which

was more immediately known to, and more fully comprehended

by himfelf, and this was, that the fealbn of the year for a cam-

paign being over, the French were not like to make any at-

tempts, and confet]uently the States-General ran little or no ha-

zard by their troops being thus employed at this jundlure^. It

is on all fides acknowledged, that it was owing to reafons fug-

gefted by admiral Herbert, that the prince of Orange laid allde

his intention of failing northward to the Humber, which muft

have been attended with great inconveniencies, as no fleet could

ly long with fafety on that coaft ^ : but it is not certain whether

he gave the advice, which however was followed, of publilhing.

in all the Dutch gazettes, that the fleet had been very roughly

handled by the ftorm ; that abundance of horfes had been thrown

overboard ; that many perfons of diftindlion, and particularly

Dr. Burnet, were caft away and drowned, which had the effecf,

that was expefled from it, of perluadihg fuch as were not in the

fecret, that the expedition was totally overthrown, or that ii

muft be poftponed for fome months at leaft*.

It is very certain, that this unexpefted check made many peo-

ple mighty uneafy, and occafioned fome very extraordinary pro-

pofals to the prince. Amongft the reft one was, that admiral

Herbert with a ftout fquadron Ihould proceed to the Engiifh

Jf HiAory of 'he revolution hv R.F. Hifl. de Guilleaume III. prince <l'Oratige,

y Merciire hiftorii|ue ct p )Jitiqii j Oflobrs, Novembre, et Decembrc, i6S*^

2 Burnet's iiiftorv of his own times, vol. i. p. 778. * Kernet'^ hiftoiy oi"

England, vol.iii, p. 526. Lifeof K. William, p. 131. Hi.tory of ihe dcfcr'tions,

p. 59.
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coaflr, and fight the king's fleet, to which he was not at all

averfe; but the weather rendered it impra£ticable. The prince

of Orange,- however, never altered his intention in the leaft ; but

having given the necejjary orders for repairing the fhips, and re-

frefliing the troops, which was foon done, the fleet failed again

noon the flrft of November '', and (as we have fhewn elfewhere)

arrived fpeedily and fafely on the Englifii coaft, where, by the

flcill and care of admiral Herbert, the troops were very foon

landed, and, by his intelligence with feveral perfonsof diftindion

in the neighbourhood, amply fupplied with provifions and other

neceflaries. In a very few days after, the good effe6l of the

admiral's letter appeared by the coming in of feveral fhips, the

firft of which was the Newcaftle, lying at Plymouth, under the

command of captain Churchill*^; and, the way being once broke,,

the feamen declared in general for the prince ; from all which it

fully appeared, how much the fuccefs of this great affair was

owing to the valour, vigilance, and prudence of this noble per-

fon.

On the 8th of March, 1688, king Wilifam granted a com-

miffion for executing the oflice of lord high-admiral to the fol-

lowing perfons, viz. Arthur Herbert, Efq; John, earl of Carbery,,

Sir Michael Wharton, Sir Thomas Lee, baronet. Sir John Chi-

chely, knight. Sir John Lowther of Whitehaven, baronet, and

"William Sacheverel, Efq; but the laft declined accepting that

woft, declaring, that, as he underflood nothing of maritime af-

fairs, he could not accept the falary with a fafe confcience 'i. As

for the command of the fleet, that was intruftcd with admiral

Herbert from the beginning, and he had likewife the honour of

bringing over the new queen ^.

We have already given a large account of his behaviour in

the bufmefs of Bantry-bay f, of the motives which induced him

to fight the French fleet, and of the confequences of that aflion,

coHe£led as- w^ell from the French- as our hiftorians : but afrcr

all, perhaps the reader wiH not be difpleafed to fee the account

b Burnet's hiftory of his own rimes. vo\. i. p. 787, 7?8. Kenret, vol iii.

p. 527. Life of k'rg Wiljism, p. 133, 134. '^ Remarkable paHages in the

lift of Arthur, earl of Torrington, i6t. d Fiftory of the proceedings r.f

the houfc of lords, toI i. p. 343. c s^e the n^val hiftory in 1689.

f Printed in a Iheet and a half in ihe Savoy.

publifl^ed'
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^publiflied by authority, drawn from the admiral's own letter

^rom on board the Elilabeth, dated May the fecond, 1689, and
which imported,

" That admiral Herbert, having refitted at Milford-ha^en the
" damages which fome of his fliips had fuflained by ill weather
" on the coafi: of Ireland, intended to go diredily for Brefl • but
" the wind coming eafterly, which might bring the French fleet

«' out, he flood, on the twenty-fourth paft, ov&r to Kingfale,

*' which he judged the likelieft way to meet therru

<« That accordingly, on the 29th, our fcouts made fignal,

*' that they difcovered a fleet keeping their wind, which made
" us likewife keep our own all night, to hinder them from get-

*' ting into Kingfale. The thirtieth they heard the enemy was
*^ gone into Baltimore, being forty-four fail ; whereupon ours

-*' bore away to that place, but found there was no flgn of them.
" That in the evetiing our fcouts got fight of them again to the

<' weftward of Cape-Clear: we fleered after them, and found
** they were got into the Bantry ; we lay oft^the bay all night,
•*' and the next morning, by break of daj', flcod in, where we
*' found them at anchor. That they got -prefcntly under fail,

" and bore down upon our fleet in a line compofed of twenty-
*' eight men of war and five fire-fhips. That when they came
«' within mufket-fhot of the Defiance, the headmoft ofour fliips,

*' the French admiral put out the fignal of battle, which was be-

*< gun by them, they firing their great and fmall fliot very fu-

*' rioufly on the t)efiance and the refl, as -we came in our line.

*' That then we made feveral boards to gain thev/ind, or at leafl

*' to engage them clofer; but, finding that way of working very

*' difadvantageons, admiral Herbert flood off to fea, as well to

*' have got our fiiips into a line, as to have gained the wind of

<' the enemy, but found them fo cautious in bearing down, that

*< we could never get an opportunity of doing it ; and in this

** poflure continued battering upon a flretch until five in the

" afternoon, when the French admiral tacked from us, and
*' flood away farther into the bay.

" That admiral Herbert's fhip, and fome of the refl, being

'* difabled in their rigging, we could not follow them ; but we
" continued fome time after before the bay, and our admiral

^ gave him a gun at parting. In this adion captain Aylmer in

3 Z 2 " tiie
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« the Portland, who came in foon enough for the battle, with

** others of the fquadron mentioned, and ninety- four feamen

« were killed, and about two hundred and fifty wounded, as

* appears by a furvey taken after the i^ght ; and our flaips re-

*' ceived little damage, except in their fails and rigging.

*' That, as for our officers and feamen, that right mufl be

« done them, they Taehaved themfeives with all the courage and

*' chsarfulnefs that could be expetled from the bravefl men;
<* and that on the other fide, without lefTening the enemy, it

^* may be faid that they either wanted courage or {kill to make

« ufe of the advantage of the place, the wind, their flre-fhips,^

*' and their number, being at leaft double our force, they having

* eighteen fhips, the leafl of which was as big as the Elifabeth ;

*' and it fo happened, at the time of the engagement, admiral

** Herbert had with him but eight third rates, ten fourth rates,

<* one fifth rate, and two tenders. And that the fleet defigned

** to rendezvous and refit at Scilly."

As to the perfonal behaviour of admiral Herbert in this a£fion,

at was altogether unexceptionable ; he was in the hotteft of the

fervice himfelf, had feveral of the largeft of the enemy's fhips

xipon him at a time, notwithftanding which he continued to ex-

pofe himfelf to encourage the feamen fword in hand upon the

quarter-deck, and to do all that lay in his power to continue the

engagement, infomuch that many thought, that, if the reft of

the officers had done their duty as well ^s he, they had given a

better account of the French than they did i^: for which fome

officers were called to a court-martial, and broke; fo much was

the admiral a lover of difcipline. On the fifteenth of May,

when the king dined on board his fhip, he was pleafed to exprefs

great fatisfa6tion in his condu(ft, and declared his intention of

creating him a peer, as he afterwards did, viz. on the twentyr

ninth of the fame month, by the title of baron Herbert of Tofr

bay, and earl of Torrington''. The houfe of commons alfo

vere pjeafed to give him thanks for the fervice he had done th^

^ Impartial account of fome remarkable pafliiges in the }ife of Arthur, ear! of

Totringtoi), p. 19. b Kennet's liirtory of England, vol. iii. p. 5154. Life

v' king WJllijni, p. 131, Oldiiiixon's hi(lory of the Stuaits, vol. ii. p. 10, 11.

nation.
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nation, in taking the firfl: opportunity to fight the French in

Bantry-bay '.

The reader will, without doubt, be pleafed to fee this matter

fet in the mod authentic light from the journal of the houfe,in

which it appears, that Arthur Herbert, Efq-, then burgefs for the

town of Plymouth in the county of Devon, being in his place,

had their thanks in confequence of an order made the Saturday

before, which are thus entered

:

Martis 2 1
° die Afaii, prima JVillieltni et Marite.

Mr. Speaker gave admiral Herbey: the thanks of the houfe

according to their order of Saturday laft, to the effe£l as fol-

loweth, viz,

" Admiral Herbert,
*' This houfe hath taken notice of the great fervice you have

* performed in engaging the French fleet : they do look upon it

' as one of the braveft actions done in this lali age, and expe£l

' it will raife the reputation of the EngUfli valour to its ancient

glory. I do therefore, by the command of this houfe, return

' you their hearty thanks for this fervice, and deiire that you
' will communicate the like thanks, in their name, to the ofE-

' cers and feamen that ferved under your command, and to let

' them know that this houfe will have a particular regard of

* their merits, and take care, as much as in them lies, to give

' them all due encouragement."

Whereupon adn^iral Herbert fpake to the efFedl: as followeth

:

« SIR,

" I AM in fome confufion at this great and unexpe£led ho-

nour, and the more, becaufe I want words to exprefs my
» fenfe of it. The befl return that I think myfelf capable of

< making, is to aflure this honourable houfe, that, with my ut-

« mofl: hazard I will endeavour, by my future adlions, to de-

* ferve it, and will not fail to obey their commands, in acquaint-

* ing the officers and feamen, who were with me, of the fa-

» Chandler's debates, vol. ii. p. 313.
<* vourabic



55© M E M O I R S i-

^* vourable acceptation, by this houfe, of their fervice. And»
*' fjnce the houfe have To favourable an opinion of their aflions,

<* I would beg their leave to make an humble motion, and I

«' think it is a thing becoming the greatnefs of this nation, and

*' indeed has been the care of almoft all nations that have any

•*' commerce at fea: it is, to afiign fome place and revenue for

** the fupport of fucli as are maimed in the fervice and defence

*» of their country. There is no fufficient provifion made at pre-

<f fent in this kingdom, and indeed it is too great a charge for

*' the crown. I therefore humbly move, it may be ordered by

*' this houfe, that an a<^t m?y pafs, that they may have a fup-

^* port and fubfiflence, after they have by wounds been made
«' incapable of farther fervice."

Refolved, That the houfe will take care to make a provifion

for fuch feamen as are, or lliall be wounded in their majeflies

iervice, and for the wives and children of fuch as are, or (ball

be flain therein; and that a committee be appointed to confider

how the fame may be done.

And it is referred to admiral Herbert, Mr, Hales, Mr. Bof-

cawen, Mr. Afhburnham, Sir William Williams, Mr. Garway,

Mr. Elwel, lord Cooke, Mr. Holies, Mr. Papillon, Mr. Gwyn,

Jord Falkland, lord Sherrard, Mr. Bickerftaff, Mr. Henry Her-

bert, Mr. Edward Rulfcl, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Thomas Foley,

Sir Duncan Colchefler, Mr. Levefon Gower, Mr. P. Foleys,

Sir Henry Capell, Sir Cliriftopher Mufgrave, Mr. Sacheverel,

M. Cooke, and Sir Thomas Littleton.

As he was at this time poiTofled of all that a man could well

<leiire, the efteem of his prince, the favour of the people, and

the love of the feamen, fo it is allowed that he behaved in a

manner every way worthy of his (lation, living very magnificently

when in town, and iliewing a great refpe6l for his ofhcers when

at Tea, which gained him a wonderful interefi: in the fleet ; to

this, though fome have given a finifter turn, as if it was the chief

caufe of his acquittal by the <:oTjrt- martial that tried him, yet im-

partial judges will hardly believe, that he could have gained fuch

an interefi but by an extraordinary degree of merit, and by a

readinefs to diflinguifli it in other men, for which, while it was

not in fome degree criminal to affirm it, he was generally famous
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in the navy''. When he went down to take the command, In the

fpring of the year 1690, of the confederate fleet, his charadler

ftood as fair as any officer's could do ; and even the Dutch in

their relations allow, that his conduit was very great in fhifting.

and avoiding an engagement in purfuanceof the advice of a coun-

cil of war,, founded upon the enemy's great fuperiority, til] fuciv

time as he received pofitive orders to fight; and then hefliewed

likewife great judgment in tlie difpofition he made for an enga<^e-

ment '.

We have little to add to the account we have already given of

the aflion off Beachy-head on the 30th of June, except that in

the battle there was not fo much as one Englifji man of war lofl,

and but one of the Dutch; that, in the whole courfe of the re-

treat, the earl of Torrington gave his orders with great pru-

dence, and in fuch a manner as prevented the French from ma-

king any great advantage of what they called a victory, notwith-

ftanding the inequality of the fleets, and fome unlucky accidents

that happened in fpite of all,the precautions that could be taken.

Neither was his lordfliip at all difcompofed, when, upon his

being fent for up to town, he found fo general a clamour raifed

againfl: him, but, on the contrary, gave a very clear account of

matters before the council; infifted, that he had done all that

was in his power to do, which made him eafy in his mind as to

the confequences, being perfuaded, that, of the two, it was

much better for him to ruin himfelf than to ruin th€ fleet, as he

abfolutely mufl: have done, if he had acted othcrv/ife than he

did".

All he could fay, however, had little effect at that time ; ib

that he was committed to the Tower, and commiflioners v.ere

fent down to infpecSt into the condition of the fleet, and to make

the necelFary inquiries for framing a charge againft him, it being

held abfolutely requifite to bring him to a trial, that the jufticc

of the nation might not fuffer in the opinion ofher allies, the re-

fentment of the Dutch having rifcn fo hi^h as to threaten pulling

k Inquiry inlo the conthirt of maritime affairs fir.ce the rev-.iu*ion, p. ]i.

1 Si-e ihe letter of admiral livcrtfoii in the former part of iliis volume.

m Kennel's hiilory of F.tigljnd, vol. iii. p. dej. Biirci)ct's naval nifiorj',.

.p. 4i.!i-. Life of king \\"illia.'n,. p. ztj".

tiowa
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down the houfe of lord Durfley, who then refided at ttid

Hague".

When the parliament met, 0£l:ober the fecond, 1690, his ma*

jefty was pleafed to take notice in his fpeech, in a very particu-

lar manner, of the difafter that had happened off Beachy-head j

and the paragraph being but Ihort, we fliall infert it° :
*' I can*

*' not conclude without taking notice alfo how much the honour

" of the nation has been expofed by the ill condudl of my fleet

*' in the lafl: fummer's engagement againft the French, and I

*' think myfelf fo much concerned to fee it vindicated, that

*' I cannot reft fatisfied till an example has been made of fuch

' as fliall be found faulty upon their examination and trial,

*< which was not pradlicable while the whole fleet was abroad,

*' but is now put into the proper way of being done as foon as

*' may be." But, notwithftanding this, the proceedings againft

the earl of Torrington were not very expeditious, and therefore

he applied himfelf by way of petition to the houfe of peers, who

took his cafe into coniideration -, but, after having fully debated

it, left him to the ordinary courfe of proceedings, or, in other

words, referred him to a court-martial.

Yet, in order to the conftituting of fuch a court, as we have

elfevvhere obferved, there were fome difficulties to be got over,

and thofe of fuch a nature as demanded the attention of the le-

giflature, in order to effe6t which, a bill was brought in for

vefting in the commiiTioriers of the admiralty the fame power in

regard to granting commiffions, which was already vefted by

law in the lord high-admiral of England p.

It may not be amifs to obferve, that on the twentieth of Ja-

nuary, 1689, the king had appointed a new board of admiralty,

in which Thomas earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, was firft

lord inftead of the earl of Torrington, and Sir Michael Wharton

was left out. On the fifth of June, 1690, the board was again

changed and augmented from five to feven. Thefe were Tho-

mas earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, John, earl of Car-

bery. Sir Thomas Lee, baronet, Sir John Lowther, baronet,

Edward Ruilel, Efq; Sir Richard Onflow, baronet, and Henry

•* Impartial account of fome remarkable pafTages in the life of Arthur, carl of

Torrington, p. zs- ° Debates in the houfe of commoDS, vol. ii. p. 384*

P See this a(fl in the (latutes at large,

Prieflman
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Prieftman, Efq; and to this board it was that the intended act

give the power of appointing court-martials for the trial of any
Officer of what rank foever, as a lord high-admiral might do.

When this bill came to be read a third time in the houfe of peers,

it occafioried very warm debates, many lords being of opinion,

that it would have been better, if, inftead of a new board, his

majefty had appointed a lord high-admiral, in which cafe there

Would have been no need whatever of a new law : but at length,

however, it was carried by a majority of two only; upon which

many of the lords entered their protefts for the following rea-

fons ''

:

" Becaufe this bill gives a power to commiflioners of the ad-

*' miraliy to execute a jarifdi£lion, which, by the a(St of the

«* thirteenth of Charles II. intitled. An actfor eflahlifhwg arii-

*' ciss and orders for the regitldtitig and better government of his

*' majefys navy, fo'ips of ivar^ and forces by fea, we conceive

" they had not ; whereby the earl of Torrington may come to

" be tried for his life, for fafts committed feveral months before

" this power was given or defired ; we think it reafonable that

" every man fliould be tried by that law that was known to be

*' in force when the crime was committed.

«' It is by virtue of the faid a£l of the r3th of Charles II. that

** the earl of Torrington was judged by this houfc not to have

** the privilege of a peer of this realm for any oifences commit-

*» ted againft the faid act ; and there is no other law, as we
" conceive, by which the faid earl could have been debarred

i* from enjoying the privilege of a peer of this realm ; which aft,

<* making no mention of commiflioners of the admiralty, but

' of a lord high-admiral only, by whofe authority all the powers
** given by that ail are to be exercil'cd, and without whofe

«< confent fmgly no fentence of death can be executed, we think

<* it of dangerous conftqucnce to expound a law of this capital

*'• nature otherwife than the literal words do import ; and as we
** conceive it without precedent to pafs even explanatory laws,

»* much lefs fuch as have a retrofpe£l in thenD in cafes of life and

" death, fo we think it not at all necefTary to make fuch a pre-

« cedent at this time, there being an undoubted legal way al-

1 The Iiiftory and proceedings .f the houfe of lords, vol, i. p. 40$.

Vol. II. 4 A " ready
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« ready eftablifhed to bring this earl to a trial by a lord high-

** admiral.

«< Thirdly, the judges having unanimoufly declared, that the

<' law-marine was no where particularifed in their books,

** whereby the power or ]urifdi£lion of the lord high-admiral

« may be afcertained, fo that practice is all that we know of it

;

*' we conceive it unprecedented, and of dangerous confequence,

*< that the jurifdiction exercifed by the lord high-admiral Ihonld

*< by a law be declared to be in the commiflioners of the admi-

*< ralty, whereby an unknown, and therefore unlimited power

«< may be eftablilhed in them.

«< Rivers, Huntington, Rochefter, "Weymouth, Stamford,

** Dartmouth, Oxford, Macclesfield, Thomas Roffen,

" Crew, Bath, Granville, Herbert, Craven, J. Exon,

*« Bolton, J.
Bridgewater."

As foon as the bill had pafled both houfes, and had received

the royal afTent, the earl of Torrington was removed out of the

Tower into the cuflody of the marflial of the admiralty, where

he had not been long before he brought his cafe into the houfe

of commons. This was done by a member's acquainting the

houfe, that this noble peer was defirous of being heard at their

bar in refpedl to the matter for which he was in cuftody. Upon
this an order was made for his lordfliip's being brought thither

the next day, the ferjeant at arms was dire£led to ferve the mar-

ihal of the admiralty with a copy of it, which he did according-

ly ; and, November the twelfth, the houfe being informed, that

his lordfhip was in the lobby, directed him to be brought in by

the ferjeant, with the mace, to a chair fet for him within the

bar on the left-hand of the houfe as he came in ; and having fat

down thereon for fome time covered, and the mace being laid

upon the table, his lordfhip rofe, and flood at the back of the

chair uncovered, and was heard before the houfe ; after which

his lordfhip withdrew, the mace attending him^

This is all we meet with in the journal ; but a writer of thofe

times afTures us, that his lordfliip found himfelf fo much embar-

rafTed in the prefence of that alTembly, as not to be able to ex-

r Joiirnal-bnok of the hufe of ccmincnf, Hie Marth; NwV. ii. and die Mcr-

iisr. Nov. II, i<5sa,

prefs
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prefs himfelf as he intended j upon which he acquainted the comr
mons, that, being accuftomed rather to a^t than to fpeak, he
found himfelf at a lofs for words, and therefore defined to make
ufe of his papers, which was allowed him. He then took notice

how early he had entered into his country's fervice ; how many
years he had fpent therein, and of his having fpilled much blood,

as well as been deprived of his eye, in their quarrel. He pro-

ceeded next to the lofs he had fuftained for fupporting thePro-

teftant rehgion, and the laws and liberties of England under king

James II. Laft of all, he fpoke of the engagement with the

French fleet off Beachy-head, in refpe^l to which he excufed his

not fighting, from the want of intelligence, want of ammunition,

fhortnefs of wind, inequality of numbers, and, in fupportof what

he faid, produced fome letters ; but all this was of little or no

ufe to his lordfhip. The houfe remitted him to that trial for

which the late aft had made way, and of which the higheft ex-

peftations were raifed at home and abroad, the king being re-

folved not to imbark for Holland till it was all over*.

Accordingly, Saturday the fixth of December, i6go, his lord-

fhip went down to Sheernefs in his yacht, the court-martial fit-

ting there on board the Kent: on Monday, December 8, Sir

Ralph Delaval, being in the chair as prefident, the commiffion

was opened and read, and other preliminaries adjufl:ed; after

which the court adjourned to Wednefday the tenth, when the

witneffes were heard on the part of the crown, as well Dutch

as Englilh ' : but, notwithftanding the loudnefs of the common
reports, there was very little appeared in proof, notwithftand-

ing the court took all the pains they could to fift things to

the bottom ; his lordfliip then made his defence in the manner

that has been before-mentioned, infifled largely on the fuperio-

rity of the French fleet, on the fliifting of the wind, which put

it out of his power to fuccour the Dutch, on the care taken on

fecuring a retreat, and the fmall advantage that the enemy reaped

from their fo much boafted fuccefs in this action, which had

drawn upon their admiral, count Tourville, as many cenfures as

s Impartial account of fome remarkable paflages in the life of Arthur, earl of

Torrington. Mercure hifloriqne et politique, tome ix. p. 657, 658. ' Mi'

nutes of the court-martial on board his majefly's (hip the Kent, Sir Ralph Dela-

val, prtfident, December 8, j(5po.
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upon hlmfelf, and with tretty much the fame reafon. After

mature conlideratlon, both of the charge, of his, defence, an4

of the evidence offered, the court, nemine contradtcente, acquit-

ted him wholly of any imputation whatever, from hi§ conduct

on that occafion. To which, when required to fign it, they

moft fleadily adhered. It is faid, that a certain Dutch rear-

sdmiral, who was prefent, exprefled his refentment very warm-

ly, and it is certain, the proceedings were quickly after pTinte4

in Dutch, with fome animadveriions ".

On Thurfday, December the eleventh, the earl of Torring-

ton returned to town in his barge, with the union flag flying,

as bearing Itill the king's commiffion of admiral and commander

in chief. He returned to his own houfe, where he received the

compliments of his friends, and the news, which could not fur-

prize him much, that his commiffion was fuperfeded. He was

almoft the only vi6lim in that reign, for he never received any

mark of favour, much lefs enjoyed any command afterwards ".

He came, however, in a few days to the houfe of peers, where

he conftantly attended for above twenty years after, without al-

tering his conduft in the leaft, which is a manifeft proof tha^

he was not governed by caprice, but by principle. He was al-

ways on the fide of the crown, and very rarely in an oppofition

to its mlnifters; fometimes, however, he was, and then he

commonly protefted, that the reafons of his oppoiition might

appear, and that the world might not afcribe his difagreement

"with men in power to prejudice or fpleen. In matters that re-

Jated to the navy, he was generally moft forward, and in rc-

fpe£t to them, the hcufe heard him with much refpe^l and at-

tention, and upon fuch occafions he Iliewed himfelf commonly

a friend to ftridl diicipline, and a frugal management in the

jiavy ^.

He railed, while in employment, a conOderable fortune, upon

which he lived in a manner becoming his rank, during the re-

mainder of his life. His lordfiilp was twice married, but never

had any children y-, and at length, after having fpent the latter

^ Impartial account of fomc remarkable pafTjgcs, &c. " Kennet,

Burcher, Burnet, life of king William, Oldmixon, &c. * Hiftory and

proceedings of the houfe of l rJs, vol. i. p. 456, 444. vol. ii. p. j, ii, ap, 46,

71, 74, 430. y Peerage of England, pricttd fur Abel Roper, Lon-

don, 170?, 8vo. p. 27S.

part



ARTHUR HERBERT. 557

part of his life in as much privacy and quiet as he had done the

former fcenes of it in a<Slion, he breathed his lafl, April the

thirteenth, 17 16, in a good old age, leaving the bulk of his

eftate to the right honourable Henry, earl of Lincoln, merely

out of refpeifl to that noble perfon's fteady adherence to the

fame caufe, which the earl of Torrington fupported during

his whole life^. Thefe particulars, which had hitherto lain

Scattered in a variety of authors, we have, with the utmoft dili-

gence, gathered and digefted according to the natural order of

time, that the memory of fo brave a man might not be altoge-

ther buried in oblivion, or that clamour, which the beft of

judges thought without foundation, be as fatal to his fame after

death, as while living it was to his power.

Thefe, however fcanty, are all the memorials that we have

been able to difcover from books or information, as to the emi-

nent feamen who flouriflied in this reign, except it be a very

few dates in refpe£t to the following illullrious perfons.

John lord Berkley of Stratton was the fon of Sir John Berk-

ley, the faithful lervant of king Charles I. and king Charles If.

by whom, during his exile, he was created baron of Stratton,

in the county of Somerfet, and younger brother to Charles lord

Berkley of Stratton, who died at Tea in 1682. This noble lord

was rear-admiral at the time of the revolution, groom of the

ftole, and firft gentleman of the bed-chamber to prince George

of Denmark : and, as we have feen, often admiral of the fleet

in the reign of king William, and colonel of the fccond regi-

ment of marines ; of all which employments he was pofTefled

when he died, February 27, 1696-7, leaving behind him riQ

ifTue male, fo that the title devolved on his younger brother

William, father to the prefent worthy nobleman John lord Berk-

ley of Stratton '.

The honourable Edward Neville, Efq; was the fecond fon of

George lord Abergavenny, and notwithftanding his high birth,

arrived at his ftation in the navy by pure dint of merit. He
died on board the Lincoln the twelfth of September, 1701, in,

the thirty-feventh year of his age, as his fquadron made the land

of Virginia, and left behind him a fon, the late lord Aberga-

2 Hiftorical regifter for the year j 71^, p. iip. * Collins's peerage

of England, YoJ. iv. p. 1(58.

vcnny,
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Tenny, who deceafed at the Bath, the twenty-firft of Septem-

ber, 1744, and a daughter^.

We cannot (hut up our account of this reign better than by

an abftraft of the royal navy, as it flood at the deceafe of king

William, that the reader, by comparing it with the abftra£t at

the end of Chapter XVII. may from thence difcern how far,

notwithftanding fo long a war, and fo many other interruptions

and misfortunes, our naval force increafed in the fpace of thir-

teen years.

Abstract of the Royal Navy, as it ftood December

Rates. Number. Guns. Men.

T r
I.










